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Nudity Bares Cleavage of Opinion 
On Vegas Strip: (- Strings 0 or r Minks? 


By FORREST DUKE 


Las Vegas, Aug. 5. 


It's “East Vs. West” in Las Vegas 


—the east side and the west side of | 


the Strip, that is. 

Three jotels on the west side of 
the thorcughfare now feature nude 
chorus girls. 


First it was the Dunes which dis- | 


pensed with the bras when the first 
Minsky show opened there a couple 


of yeers ago. Then, on July 2, the | 


Stardust opened with the Lido de 


Paris show, which featured even 
more nude girls than does the 
Dunes. Last Wednesday, El Rancho 


Vegas jumped on the nudity wagon 
The new show there (headlining 
The Vagabonds and Marilyn Max- 
well) has a 12-girl chorus line, six 
of whom are bare-breasted. 

On the east side of the Strip, 
hotel executives are unanimous in 
the declaration that they will con- 
tinue with show policies which are 
more on the conservative side. Mil- 
ton Prell, prexy of the Sahara, Ben- 
ny Goffstein, veep of the Riviera, 
Jack Entratter, prexy of the Sands, 
Monte Proser, producer of the 
Tropicana shows, 
of the Flamingo, and Frank Sennes, 
producer of the Desert Inn shows, 


say that their policies definitely 
will not change and succumb to 
nudity. 


Jack Entratter -declared, “We 
will never go for any nudes at the 
Sands. We've been open since 1952 
and have never uncovered a girl's 
navel. To prove my point that you 
can have an exciting show without 
undressed girls, our next show will 
have all our girls completely cov- 
ered with mink. Our shows are 
the type that the whole family can 
see without being embarrassed.” 

“Nudes are bad for the town,” 
was the statement of Monte Pros- 
er. “Publicity about nude shows is 
bad publicity. Family groups who 

Continued on page 55) 


Ruth Franklin Builds 
Her Hidden Face Into 
100G-a-Year Fortune 


Actor unions have long main- 
tained that product conflict has 
limited the earning power of those 


working in blurbs, even in radio, 
where the actor is not generally 
easy to identify. But there’s one 
actress who is not the least 


troubled by working for competing 
products, and that’s Ruth Frank- 
lin 


ings this year will be $100,000. All 
she does is radio and voice-over tv 
work. She has never once been 
seen in any of the 250 blurbs she 
has made since starting them three 
years ago (as the child who says: 
“I wuv Wevy’s cimmumum waisen | 
bwead”’) 
Because she can_ alter 
(Continued on page 16) 


Al Parvin, prexy | 


|} ished at Boston University 





Still Watch and Ward 


Boston, Aug. 5. 
The state Senate has passed 
and sent to the House a bill 


ealling for establishment of a 
state obscene literature con- 
trol commission. . The legisla- 
tion had been given an adverse 
report by the Ways and Means 
Committee, and had also been 
vigorously attacked editorially 
by the Boston Herald. 

The Senate also passed a 
measure, previously approved 
by the House, to have two 
Bay Siate cops assigned to the 
attorney-general’s office to. 
look for objectionable material 
in books, magazines, phono- 
graph records, entertainment 
__ Offerings. — 








Colombia to US.: 


‘Nix on Violence 


Colombia has become the first 
Latin American country to flatly 
ban all films portraying undue vio- 
lence and brutality 

The Colombian censor has in- 
formed the American companies | 
not even to bother to submit ho 
tures with gangster or civil diso- 
bedience themes: into this cate- | 
gory fall any films in which vio- 
lence is accented for its own sake. 


ENTERTAINMENT LAW 
BOSTON U. SPECIALTY 


Boston, Aug. 5. 

A course covering the legal as- 
pects of the entertainment indus-| 
try, unique in content and wider 
in scope than any similar course | 
given at any of the 135 law schools | 
in the country, has just been estab- 
School 








of Law. 

Although its title, “Copyright, 
Unfair Competition and Trade 
Mark,” is not wnique, the course 


goes far beyond these fields, cover- 
ing all the legal problems which} 
are peculiar to the arts, E. Donald | 
Shapiro, instructor, said 

Special emphasis will be placed 
on the legal procedures available 
to the artist to protect his work 





$10,000,000 Budgeted Pic 


The 25-year-old performer's ac: | 
countants estimate her blurb earn- | 


her | | 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Budget of $10,000,000 has been 
set by 20th-Fox for “The Greatest 
Story Ever Told,” story of Christ, | 
a record for company. Philip 
Dunne will script and produce the | 
late Fulton Oursler tome. 

World conditions permitting, mi 
will be shot entirely or in part in| 


—_——— 


| and 


EY 





THEY CHM NOT Hollywood Blames Theatre Men For 
Absurd Tyranny of Star System 


PASS’ EDICTED 


The Shuberts are trying to stop 
the issuance of passes to out-of- 
town critics for Broadway shows, 
at least at Shubert theatres. In a let- 
ter sent last Thursday (31) to vari- 
ous producers; John Shubert | 
served notice that such passes will 
not be permitted without his “ex- 
press consent in writing.” 

It’s assumed that the action was 
sparked by Shubert’s father, J. J 
Shubert, head of the firm and long 
noted for his touchy attitude to- 
ward critics and the press in gen- 


eral. The situation apparently 
stemmed from a recent VARIETY 
story about how William Fields, 


pressagent for the Playwrights Co 
other managements, handles 
arrangements for visiting critics, 
drama editors and columnists to 
obtain passes for Broadway shows 
eo visits to New York. 
Shubert’s letter did not mention 
| Fields by name, but expressed the 
| view that publicity from visiting 
|scribes does not help Broadway 
shows and, in.the case of unfavor- 
able comment, may have adverse 
effect. He argued that passes for 
(Continued on page 61 


Brando Gets 1t:, 
Of Film’s Proft! 


Hollywood, Aug 

In the only deal of its kind oats 
far, Marlon Brando will get 100% 
of the profits of “Guns Up,” which 
Paramount will finance 100° in 
return for the distribution rights 
amounting to around 27% of the 
gross. 

In addition, Brando will receive 
$150,000 salary for starring in the 
film, to be made under the banner 
of his Pennebaker productions. 

Stanley Kubrick will direct 
“Guns” which rolls the first week 
of September and will be pro- 
duced by Frank P. Rosenberg 
George Glass and Walter Seltzer 
are exec producers on the pic 








Dan Dailey Asks Prayer 
For His Dying Father 


Boston, Aug. 5 

Dan Dailey, in “Burlesque” ap 
pearing at the Carousel Theatre in 
nearby Framingham, Mass., 
stepped out of character Saturday 
night (2) to ask the audience of 
nearly. 3,000 to say prayers for his 
dying father. Then, immediately 
after the performance, he flew to 
New York by chartered plane to 
the bedside of his parent, Daniel | 
Dailey Sr., 77, former general 
| manager of the Hotel Roosevelt, | 
N.Y. 

Up to the final curtain of “Bur- | 
lesque,” the film star had not 





The Mixture as Before 
Hollywood, Aug. 5 

Excited by the headlines 
that his brother Zeppo was be- 
ing sought as a witness in a 
gambling ring expose, Chico 
Marx called brother Gummo 
and excitedly asked where he 
could find Zeppo. 

“Why?” asked Gummo. 

“So I can turn him in for 
__the _reward,” replied Chico. 


TV Webs $32-Mil 
Over 57 Ist Half 


While the industry eyes with 
trepidation the probable decrease 
in fall billings, a report has been 
issued that the video webs closed 
the first six months of the year 
12.9% ahead of the same period in 
1957. 

The webs, collecting $43,769,105 
in gross billngs for the past June, 
closed the first half of the year 
with a total of $283,071,449, which 
is $32,400,000 over the 1957 six- 
month take. 

In June, each of the three net- 
works reported billings increases 
Comparing June of '57 to that of 
‘58, ABC had a $6,413,708 gross 
against $7,387,586; CBS did $18.- 
356,892 vs. $19,733,057, and NBC 
had $14,746,537 against $16,648,462 

The June network aggregate 
shows a 10.8% improvement over 
last year. 


TV NOW GIVING TIPS ON 
HOW TO RUN A FUNERAL 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5 
Better Business Bureau 
circulating the film “To Serve the 








Local 


Living,” spotted it on WTCN-TV 
here 

Providing most unusual video 
fare, the picture is designed to 


help the public “to understand bet- 
ter funeral management needs and 
requirements.” 

It shows what happens when 
death strikes a home, makes clear 
a funeral director's services and 
reveals everything in connection 
with funeral arrangements, _in- 
cluding a funeral director's serv- 
ices, how the funeral director helps 
families to make decisions in time 
of stress, etc. 


Produced by the national Better | 


| Business Assn. in cooperation with 
the National Funeral Directors or- 
ganization, the film is being re- 


| Holy Land, according to production | informed any members of the cast| leased to civie and other groups 


| chief Buddy Adler. 
date has been set. 


No starting | 


or management of his father’s | 


critical condition. 


as well 
charge. 


as tv stations without | 


—?+ 


| exists 


| ness of the public generally, 


The star system, with all of its 
current limitations due to the 
scarce supply of top name talent, 
in the heads of exhibitors 
much more than in the conscious- 
a dis- 
tribution man maintained in N. Y, 
this week. 

Asking for a cloak of anonymity, 
he insisted that the distributors’ 
problem today was as much to sell 
a film to the exhibitors as to the 
peving customers. And there's not 
necessarily any relation between 
the two attitudes, he held 

Implication of his remarks was 
that the exhibitors are consider- 
ably out of touch with popular 
sentiments re films and talent and 
that some good product wasn't get- 
ting its due largely because the 
theatremen couldn't be sold on it. 

The executive said exhibitors 
had failed to keep pace with the 
tines “If it’s true, as VARIETY 
last week quoted Cary Grant as 
saying, that there are only six top 
marquee names today, then it is 
true mostly because the exhibi- 


tors wish it so,” he commented. 
“It’s not the public talking It's 
the exhibitor who won't take a 


chance on a good story and who 
insists on those names. He is the 
fellow we have to sell. 

“That would be allright if he 
had his finger on the patrons’ 
pulse, but he hasn’t. For the most 
part, he operates today the way 
he operated years ago. For him, 
nothing has changed. He hasn't 
even caught on to such a basic 
idea as the one that dictates con- 
venience and comfort for custo- 
mersin this day and age The 
theatres are backwards in this 
respect, and so is the thinking of 
many of the men who run them.” 


One distribution topper com- 


' plained that one highly-rated pic- 


ture could have obtained at least 
5.006 more dates if it had at least 
one star name in the cast. 
Not long past a producer brought 
(Continued on page 16) 


Proposed $450,000 TV 
Snec of ‘Ben Hur’ Riles 
M-G’s $12,500,000 Enic 


Industryites are speculating on 
what effect a proposed two hour 
television production of “Ben 
Hur,” planned by Talent Associ- 
ates for February, will have on 
Metro's $12,500,000 project, which 
is now being filmed in Rome and is 





being scheduled for release on 
roadshow basis for the middle of 
next year, 

The Gen. Lew Wallace novel, 
| filmed many years ago by Metro 
as a silent film, is in the public 
|domain. Thus, M-G, if Talent As- 


sociates decides to proceed with 
the tv show, has no legal claim. 
| However, it's expected that Metro 
will 


make earnest efforts to con- 
(Continued on page 61) 
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See Block- Booked ‘Party’ Business 


s) 


Davie 





buyer for four ni eries| 
s-has a perspective cn eofe 
both from the 10°ing 


nd booking-buying ends, is advo- | 


3ranower, vet agent, who¢—— 


Last Hope for Vanishing Niteries 





McCrea Partnered in TV | 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


ro ine a new form of mass mer-| Joel McCrea and the Mirisch Co 

ch indising of nitery entertainment, have closed a deal to co-produce | 
if the business is to survive. Tais “Wichita Town” a projected vidpix | 
is via the block-booked “party” |Series. McCrea, in addition to be- | 
busin Wi'hout it, he feeis, tae ing a 50-50 partner with Mirisch, 


cafes’ days are numbered, and cer-| 
tainlv their number has dwindled. 


would also star in the series. 
A pilot film will be shot as soon | 





Box . there is much “o>rivate as the initial tele-script is com- | 
party,” fraternal, industri-] and pleted. 
kindred opposition, which has } 
been growing in numbers, Bran-, 
ower advocates an aggressive c°m- 


paicn to wean this type of trade 
back into the cabare’s. He has 
tried it and seen it tried, via pub-| 
lic relations teams and followups | 
separate and apart from the con-| 
ventional “banquet” business-get- | 
ters. 

The la ter already are par for the 
course, including the “bus” trade, 
ie. the tourists who come en masse 
for the show and a club dinner 
and/or a drink or two at a fiat 
rate, tips included. This type of | 
trade bolsters many a summer) 
operation from coast to coast. 

Branower, as talent-buyer for | 
the Chi-Chi, Palm Springs; Bim- 
bo’s 365 Club, San Francisco; the 
KoKo, Phoenix, Ariz.; and 
Frontier Club, Vancouver, Wash., 
knows how civic, fraternal, religi- 
ous, industrial and kindred group 
bookings have bolstered business 
in these spots. 

Block-Booking 

While it’s a sort of “boiler 
room” block-booking, as the vet 
talent agent phrases it, the conno- 
tation is not as invidious as it 
sounds. It means a high-pressure 
system of selling saloon entertain- 

(Continued on page 10) 





Caesar Says British TV’s | 
Henderson’s Growing Fat 
On ‘Show of Shows’ Meat 


London, Aufi. 5. 

Sid Caesar, over here for a se- 
ries of BBC-TV shows, has clashed 
with Dickie Henderson, one of Brit-| 
ain’s top stars on eqmmercial tv. | 
Caesar claims that Henderson is 
copying his personality and facial 
mannerisms in “The Dickie Hen-| 
derson Half Hour” which Jack| 
Hylton produces weekly for Asso- | 
ciated-Rediffusion. 

“The movements and expressions 
in his show are identical with 
mine.” says Caesar. Henderson in- 
dignantly denies the allegation. 
Says Henderson: “We are absolute- 
ly different types of comics. He 
pulls faces, for which I have the 
greatest admiration. .I'm funny, 
but I’m no good at pulling faces. 
Caesar's a clown and I’m a light 
comedian.” 

Caesar insists that he would 
never have come to the U. K. if 
he had known this way going to 
happen, while Henderson affirms 


(Continued on page 43) 


TV & Travel Make 


| 


For Many Opera 
Converts: Ader 


By WILLIAM STEIF | 
| 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

Television and the past decade's | 
boom in European travel by Amer- 
icans have together vastly in-| 
creased the potential audience for | 
American opera, says Kurt Herbert | 
Adler, general director of the San | 
Francisco Opera Co. 

Adler, who took the helm of the 
35-year-old Coast company when 
its founder, Gaetano Merola, died 
five years ago, doesn’t think U. S 
opera is any more economic than 
it ever has been—less so, in fact 
—but he insists there's lots more 
demand for it. 

“It’s just mainly exposure,” he 
says. “Thousands of Americans 
traveling in Europe in the last few 


/years have been steered into see- 
| ing opera, so when they come home 


they want to see more. And the | 
NBC series, particularly, has 
brought on the same reaction.” 
One result was that last fall's | 
two-month Frisco-Los Angeles sea- 
son of the local company was ‘‘98- 
plus % sold out,” with many of 
the remaining seats going to press. 
Adler is proud of one facet of 
his operation: “We’re the only 
(Continued on page 63) 


MARLON’S TV ANTONY 
TO SOPHIA’S CLEO? 


London, Aug. 5. 
Marlon Brando and_ Sophia 
Loren have accepted a BBC invita- 
tion to star in a tv production of 
|“Antony and Cleopatra,” provided 
the play can be set up at a time 

to fit in with their commitments. 
Michael Barry, head of BBC tv 
| drama, said: “These two stars 
are regarded as ideal casting for 
the play, which is being televised 
for the first time.” The BBC re- 
fused to reveal the fees that 
Brando and Miss Loren will re- 





ee ; 
| ceive, but made no secret that big | 


} 


;money was being earmarked for 
' important productions. 
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Capital Circuit 
L=By LIZ & LES CARPENTE 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
On Capitol Hill, they're suggest- 











ing that if Khrushchev come to 
Washington, the appropriate hit 
song will be: “Come to Me, My} 


Malenkovic Baby.” 

The new Broadcasters Club here | 
is complete with food and drink, 
inside plumbing and aircondition- 
ing. The enly thing m‘ssing—sur- 
prisingly for this group—is a tv 
set. 

Two, Democratic Senators, weary 
under majority Leader Lyndon B. 
Johnson's long working hours, com- 
plained, “Doesn't he know that 
Rome wasn't built in a day?” 

“Yeah,” replied the second Sena- 
tor, “but that’s because Johnson 
wasn't foreman of that job.” 





Veteran VaRIETY correspondents, 
Herman and Florence Lowe, used 
a show biz theme to inform their 
friends the welcome mat is out at 
their new Philadelphia domicile. 

Via postcard, their friends reads 

(Continued on page 18) 


Lotsa British TV 
For Paul Robeson 


London, Aug. 5. 
Paul Robeson will top the bill 
of Associated TeleVision’s “Sun- 
day Night At The Palladium,” one | 
of commercial tv's top rated pro- | 








grams, on Sept. 28. The singer | 
made his bow for ATV on July} 
26 in a 30-minute offering en-| 


titled “Paul Robeson Sings,” 
which was designed as an intimate 
recital, and there's a third stint 
planned but not yet fixed, which 
will probably be produced along | 
the lines of his first program. | 

Meanwhile, Robeson will open 
his British concert tour with a 
recital at the Royal Albert Hall 

(Continued on page 18) 


Jack L. Warner Still 
On the ‘Critical’ List As 
‘Variety’ Went To Press 








Jack L. Warner, president of 
Warner Bros. Pictures, who suf- 
fered a skull fracture Monday 


night (5) when his sports car col- 


lided with a coal truck” near 
Cannes, France, was unconscious 
and still on the “critical” list as 


VARIETY went to press last night. | 
He was in a coma and press dis- 
patches from France said his “life 
was in danger.” 

Warner's daughter, Barbara 
Mrs. Claude Terrail), who lives 
in Paris and maintains a villa on 
the Riviera, was at her father’s 
bed side. Mrs. Warner took off 
from Hollywood to join her hus- 
band at the hospital. 

The accident happened after | 
Warner had spent the night at 
the Palm Beach Casino in Cannes. 
He was driving home alone in his 
Alfa-Romeo when the cars collided 
head-on. He reportedly had won 


||about $75,000 at baccarat. 


Warner is one of the four 
Warner brothers who formed the 
company which bears their name. 
They started as_ exhibitors in 
Pennsylvania in 1903. Jack Warner 
Sam 
died while still quite young. Harry 
M. Warner died two weeks ago at 
the age of 76. Major Albert War- 
ner, who is 72, is retired although 
still on the WB board. Jack L.| 
Warner is 66. 

The brothers sold control of the 
company two years ago. However, | 
Jack Warner did a turnabout fol-| 
lowing the transaction and later | 
emerged as the major shareholder | 
in Warner Bros. | 





RUFE LEMAIRE’S SON SET 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

George LeMaire, vacation office | 
boy for DAILy VARIETY several | 
years ago and son of late Rufus Le- | 
Maire, top studio exec, has checked | 
into Metro as assistant to Charles | 
C. (Bud) Barry, v.p. in charge of 
company’s video operations. 

He will be in charge of packag- 
ing new shows for possible produc- | 
tion. LeMaire formerly was with 
Screen Gems. 


Britains Mink Dynasty’ TV 
London, Aug. 5 

British ABC-TV will try out what it claims will be “the most 
lavish giveaway show ever presented on British television” next 
Sunday (10). The show, “Win A Mink,” will be previewed in the 
Midlands and North only. If it catches on, the program will be- 
come a regular attraction. 

Game is designed as a husband and wife contest. The spouse has 
to answer six questions based on fashion and beauty for his wife 
to get the mink. As the male answers each question correctly, the 
femme climbs a staircase to the mink. On each stair there is a dress 
or gown and the game can be stopped at any time by the contest- 
ants, who take the clothing won to date, but at the top is the mink 
and all the other clothing thrown in. 


Each article of attire will be filled by a model. Emcee will be An- 
ton Diffring. 








Directors Guild Jobs Goldwyn 


‘Dumping’ by a Producer Riles Membership— 
Preminger Undecided—London Echo 





- —-- ——+ 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
“The Screen Directors Guild 
refuses to acknowledge the 
right of any producer to dis- 
miss a director for frivolous, 
spiteful or dictatorial reasons 
not pertinent to the director's 
professional skill or obliga- 
tions.” 

In these words Samuel Goldwyn 
was “answered” last week for his 
| discharge of Rouben Mamoulian 
ifrom his helmsmanship of his 
about-to-roll musical, “Porgy and 
Bess.” Tart comment of Guild, 
and its decision to place Goldwyn 
|“out of bounds” followed veteran 
producer’s refusal to attend a 
Guild meeting and “explain.” 

Otto Preminger, hired to direct 


Cliburn as Valentine | 


The hottest piano player in | 
the biz, Van Cliburn, will play | 
the background music for a_ | 
Valentine day special on Hall- 
mark Hall of Fame next fall if | 
executive producer Mildred | 
Freed Alberg gets an okay | 
from Joyce Hall, prexy of the | 
greeting card outfit. She has 
overtured Arch Oboler for 
an enlarged treatment of “The 
Lonely Heart,” which he wrote 
and produced for radio in 1937 
with Nazimova starred. 

Story deals with the hot ro- 
mance between Tchaikovsky 
and Mme. Von Meck. Under- 
stood Cliburn likes the idea. 








“Porgy” in substitution, declared 





Ciro’s in H wood, 


he was uncertain what course he 
would follow. He awaited legal 
counsel but felt the relationship of 
Goldwyn and Mamoulian was not 
his business. On the other hand as 
a member of the SDG Preminger's 
in a predicament not quite solved 
by his declaring himself under 
contract and liking everybody. 
Bitterness developed against 
Goldwyn, non-signatory to the 
Guilds’ basic agreement. because 
he was negotiating with Preminger 
“and four or five other directors” 
while Mamoulian was still osten- 


Dark Since Dec., 
Sold for 2866 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
An era of bright lights and fi- 


* 


nancial difficulties ended last week 
when Herman Hover’s Ciro's, or- 
dered to auction block by Federal 
Bankruptcy Referee David E. Head 
to satisfy debts of nearly $300,000, 
was purchased by Mannie Feigen- 
aum, auctioneer. Price paid was 
$286,000 on nitery property 
effects valued at $590,000. 


Boniface, who had operated Sun- } 


set Blvd. spot since 194% as prob- 
ably the best-known stars’ and film- 
ftes’ after-dark retreat, was forced 


my Davis Jr., Katherine Dunham 
Sophie Tucker, Kay Williams 
Xavier Cugat, Martin and Lewis, 
Nat Cole, Peggy Lee, Danny Thom- 
(Continued on page 55) 


and 


sibly in charge. SDG denounced 
(Continued on page 63) 


Mare Truman Hefty B.0. 
For Stock Date in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Margaret Truman will make her 
only. appearanve in stock this sea- 
son at Drury Lane Theatre in sub- 
urban Evergreen Park in “Autumn 


,to shutter it last Dec. 31. Crocus.” She did the same play 

Top entertainers held sway at last year on NBC-TV’s “Matinee 
Ciro’s down through the years. Theatre’ and appeared in it in 
Among others were Liberace, Sam- stock several seasons ago. She 


opens Sept. 15 at Drury Lane. 


Scheduled two weeks of the show 
have drawn a heavy advance sale, 
and Miss Truman agreed to extend 

‘a third week, through Oct. 6. 
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MOSCOW MULE FEEDS ON DATES 





Film Art and Journalism 


Film festival can be hazardous affairs 


from the mental strains resulting 

Karlovy Vary this year had its 
man scribe broke his knee playin 
netted a broken arm for VarRIETy’ 


Karlovy Vary, Aug. 5. 
physically, quite apart 
many bad films. 
asualties. A West Ger- 


from too 
share of c 


§ soccer at a picnic. Same game 


s Lisbon rep and a sprained knee 
7 a the Paris bureau. A Danish scribe’s wife poe 


d a nervous 


reakdown, attributed to too many films, and a Danish actress had 
to be shipped back in a state of alcohol poisoning when she tried 
to keep pace with a group of hard-drinking Turks. 


There were a couple of film 
Claude Chabrol yanked his “Le 
Venice and the Bulgarians pulled 


casualties, too. French director 
Beau Serge” for a showing at 
their entry for obscure reasons. 


West Germany objected to the East German entry and the United 
Arab Republic sounded off against the U.S. in the Near East. 








Nightmares IATSE’s Got, But Dreams, 
Too, of a ‘Taped’-Down Futur 


By JACK PITMAN 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 

This week's 44th convention of | 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes is some-| 
thing of a schizoid affair. Out- 
wardly, the 1,200 or so delegates 
are a jocular, hand-pumping 
bunch; but underneath, their tone | 
is heavily freighted with multiple | 
anxiety. 

For one thing, and symptomatic | 
of American labor generally at} 
this juncture, IAers are reveating | 
concern not only for their own! 
futures, in terms 


of job oppor-| 
tunities and stability, fringe bene- | 
fits and the like, but also for the! 
status of the whole trade union 
movement, per the Dave Beck and 
-other well-headlined contemporary 
scandals. The membership, as re- 
ficted by the hotel corridor talk 
here, seems to feel that recent ad- 
verse publicity for organized labor 
could militate against “The Stage- | 
hands.” Current anxiety about the | 
broader issues thus has its self-| 
interest side. } 

Richard F. Walsh, IATSE prexy, | 
has already indicated this conven- | 
tion will spend some time on 
“codes of ethics,” an obvious reflex 
io public opinion. 

Still, the realities of a shrinking 
job market within IATSE jurisdic- 
tions take precedence here, pet 
resolutions to be sent up today and 
tomorrow (Wed.). Layoffs in Film 
Row exchanges, for one, and the 
issue of man-per-booth in theatres, 
and drive-ins, are pocketbook mat- 
ters. There is realization that de- 
mands in the face of mounting the- 
atre shutdowns is fuel to a de- 
structive trend. 

Another topic teasing the con- 
vention here relates to jurisdic- 
tion in the just-around-the-corner 
videotape field. There are sour 
notes echoing among the brethren 
from IATSE’s own muffed oppor- 
tunities when television opened up 
a scant 10 years ago and two rival 
unions, the National Assn. of 
Broadcast Technicians (NABET) 
and the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (IBEW) 
hacked off large slabs of pie. 
IATSE has already secured itself a | 
bridgehead in “tape” per its recent | 
accord with the New York Film 
Producers Assn. 

Walsh, now 58 and chief since 
1941, is a virtual certain repeater 
again (with his entire administra- 
tion). No one looks for opposition 
to muster. Over the weekend dele- 
gates in large numbers inferential- 
ly reaffirmed their faith in Walsh | 
by quaffing gratis brews in a com: | 
modious “hospitality centre” set uP | 
by him on the Sheraton-Jefferson’s | 
mezzanine. The hospitality was the | 
more appreciated because of a local 
St. Louis “blue law” barring bars 
from Sunday operation. 





Irv Windisch’s New Berth 


Irving Windisch, former Warner 
Bros. homeoffice publicist, will 
join the reactivated Arthur P. 
Jacobs Co. public relations firm on 
Sept. 1 as v.p. for N. Y. operations. | 

The Jacobs company goes into 
Operation again en Sept. 1 after 
dissolving the partnership of Rog- 
ers, Cowan & Jacobs, which had 
been functioning for the past 12 
months, 





Soviet Takes ‘Dunkirk’ 

“Dunkirk” and several Alec 
Guinness starring films will be 
released inside the Soviet Un- 
ion, under an _ agreement 
reached by Russia with Brit- 
ain’s Ealing Films. 

Deal is similar to that re- 
cently concluded between Eal- 
ing and other Communist 
countries, China, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, when negotia- 
tions began at the recent Film 
Festival at Karlovy Vary. 

(Metro is distributing ‘“Dun- 
kirk” in the United States and 
has options on other areas.) 


IATSE Sentiment 


Favors Reversal 
Of Divorcement 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 
A resolution apparently shaping 








up at VaRIETY’s press time today | 


Tues.) would throw the approval 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employes, in con- 
vention here, behind the proposed 
“reversal” of the 1948 Dept. of 
Justice consent decree imposed 
upon Paramount Pictures. 
Delegates representing New 
York's Projectionists’ Local 306, ar- 
ticulate a nostalgia for the good 
old days of block booking when 


studios owned theatres and a major | 


film company was a thing of pres- 
tige and authority. 

The consent decree, as favored 
and 


has created economic chaos, every- 
body is on his own and the devil 
takes the hindmost, as the IATSE 
chaps read the omens. 


Coast craftsmen are thought 


sympathetic to the Manhattan- orig- | 


inated resolution to advocate re- 
turn to the days of (now) fond re- 
eail. 





Leo Piilot, former head of Rank 
exploitation, on the road for 20th- 
Fox in upper New York State 
mapping a campaign for “Sierra 
Baron.” 


sought by the Allied States | 
Assn. and other theatre operators, | 


NO BUY 'W' SHELVE 


When Eric Johnston sits down 
with the Russians in Moscow on 
Sept. 8 to discuss the conclusion 


change agreement, he will be 
treading on thin ice. 

For one, if a deal is finally made, 
it will commit the member compa- 


|nies of the Motion Picture Export 





Assn. who end up handling Rus- | 


sian features to wide distribution | 


|of such films. 

For another, he will be setting 
|a precedent which could have seri- 
/ous repercussions for the industry 
abroad. 

The topic was discussed at some 
length at a meeting of the com- 

pany presidents and the MPEA 
board in New York last week. 
| There was a good deal of disagree- 
|ment and no conclusions were 
lreached. Another discussion 
| scheduled when Johnston returns 
|from his current trip abroad. 


| If the U. S. State Dept. appears 
eager for American films to get 
| into Russia, the Soviets are equal- 
|ly eager—though possibly for dif- 
| ferent reasons—to have their films 
| play off in the States. However, 
| they have made it plain on several 
| occasions that they won't be sat- 
|isified to pocket the money and 
| en have their pictures sit on the 
| shelf. 

| The Americans, onthe other 
hand, have frequently pointed to 
|the difference between the two 
| systems, i.e. whereas the Soviets 
| are able to “order” the widest dis- 
|tribution in the Soviet Union, 
|MPEA has virtually no control 
}over how widely American exhibi- 
| tors will choose to book the Rus- 
sian productions. Thus it will be 
virtually impossible for Johnston 


to make the kind of commitment | 


the Russians are seeking. 
| To make things worse, 
Soviet films would have to be han- 
| dled by the domestic sales organi- 
zations, which, in the past, have 
never been eager to and adept at 
selling foreign films, even those 
| coming from France and Italy. The 
alternative to this is for the com- 
panies to set up a jointly-owned 
indie outfit which would sell the 
Soviet features to exhibitors who, 
presumably, would be alerted to 
the U. S. Government's anxious- 
ness to have the pictures booked. 
On the broader scale, any deal 
with the Russians would, regard- 
less of the on-paper technicalities, 
be considered a radical new prece- 
dent by various foreign industries 
which, for years, have tried to 
goad MPEA into some sort of reci- 
procity arrangement. It is a fact 
that, when Johnston huddles in 
| Moscow, he will be talking as the 
| president of MPEA, to which the 
distributors have licensed their 
|; product. And while he will un- 
| questionably be at pains to create 
|the impression that individual 
|companies are dealing with the 
| Soviets, the fact remains that he 
will be committing the industry as 
such to a quasi-reciprocity .ar- 
|rangement of the very kind from 
(Continued on page 16) 








OF USSR FILMS 


of a Soviet-American film deal un- | 
der the terms of the cultural ex- | 


is | 


these | 


Downtown Real Estate’ Thinki 








NY. Censor Louis M. Pesce 
Makes His Philosophy Clear; 
Form of Desirable Regulation’ 





The Classic Line 
There will always be some 
form of film censorship, says 
Louis M. Pesce, the New York 
; censor. And he adds: 
“The adult public needs pro- 
tection one way or the other.” 


Tax Cues Stars 
‘Runaway, Aller 


Tells Stagehands 








Louis, Aug. 5. 

Stars prefer shooting in Europe, 
make more money that way, charge 
up their high living as production 
expense—and that's why “runaway 
American film production” haunts 
the craft unions of Hollywood. 

So declared Ferb Aller, business 
agent 
659, here as a delegate to the 
IATSE convention who is asking 
the Stagehands international 
take action, via appeals to Congress 
to modify income tax regulations 
to make it attractive for stars to 
stay in the States, thereby helping 
American film technicians enjoy 
high employment. 

Aller leans toward some varia- 
tion of a “parity” principle, as 
adopted to help farmers. That's the 
ticket, he thinks, to bring stars 


back from the London-Paris-Rome- | 


Madrid circuit. 





| ELGIN WATCHMAN 





Judge Very Careful About Par 
Modifying Consent Decree 





Before rendering a final decision 


on American’ Broadcasting-Para- 


mount Theatre’s petition to reac-| 


quire the Grove Theatre in Elgin, 
Ill., Judge Edmund L. Palmieri in 
N.Y. Federal Court Monday (4) 
asked AB-PT and government at- 
torneys to work out an “order and 
form” which will give assurance 
that the theatre chain will not 
rebuild the Rialto Theatre, which 
had been demolished by a fire. 
Under the government's consent 
decree, AB-PT is permitted to 
operate two theatres in Elgin. Con- 
sequently the theatre chain asked 
to reacquire the Grove after the 
Rialto had been destroyed by fire. 

Several months ago Judge Pal- 
mieri denied AB-PT’s retition for 
reaquisition of the Grove, but left 
the door open for a new request 
by the circuit by indicating that he 
would take the petition under con- 
sideration if it could be shown that 
AB-PT’s acquisition of the Grove 
would not unduly restrain com- 
petition in the area. AB-PT, with 
the consent of the antitrust divi- 
sion of the Dept. of Justice, has 
apparently given this assurance to 
‘the Court's satisfaction. 


ng 





Foe of Updated Film Marketing? 


Operators of the downtown first- 
run situations around the United 
States are still rigidly opposing 


|the companies’ attempt to try a 
| flexible release policy suitable to 


today’s marketing conditions, a dis- 
tribution executive in N. Y. 


charged this week. 


Charging that these exhibitors 
are “blind to anything that doesn’t 
protect their real estate invest- | 
ment,” he predicted that the time 
was not far distant when pictures |! 
would be slotted into theatres “not 


past 25 years, but because they be-| that a certain picture in a given | shows. 


long there.” 


The distribution man said there | 





was no question that certain types 
of films needed showcasing, and 
| that for that purpose, the down- 
town firstruns were ideal. How- 
lever, he added, “this industry bet- 
| ter wake up and apply some mod- 
ern thinking. There are certain 
types of films which simply don’t 
| belong downtown. They belong in 
the neighborhoods, and—eventual- 
ly—the exhibitors themselves will 
recognize that they're standing in 
the way of progress.” 


erly exploited in neighborhood 
openings, it could triple the gross. 
“And yet they'd rather have us 
lose money than give up their tra- 
ditional privilege of playing first- 
run,” he emphasized. 

Same man also shrugged off as 
“foolish” the exhibitors’ flat re- 
sistance to roadshows. “Sure that 
can be overdone,” he said. “It’s 
like everything else. But there is 
no question that, in today’s mar- 
| ket, where important films can do 


? 


of the Cameramen’s Local | 


to | 


By FRED HIFT 


Louis M. Pesce, the New York 
censor, flatly denied that, since the 
N.Y. Court of Appeals decision on 
“Lady Chatterley’s Lover,” his 
department had toughened up on 
foreign films. 

“Lady Chatterley” originally was 
banned in New York. The lower 
court reversed the censor, but the 
Court of Appeals on May 15, 1958, 
reversed the lower court and ruled 
that Pesce’s department had the 
right to ban the picture under the 
existing statute. Case now has gone 
up to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Importer-distributors in N.Y. in 
recent months have insisted that 
the Chatterley reversal has been 


reflected in a much more rigid 
and critical attitude on the part of 
;}the censor This is generally 
;}coupled with the charge that 


Pesce’s reviewers are much harder 
on imports than they are on Holly- 
wood pictures, 

Denying any such change in ap- 
proach, Pesce noted that his divi- 
|} sion had handled quite a number 
of controversial films which, at the 
request of the distributors, had 
been held up pending the Court of 
| Appeals ruling. When the deci- 
sion came down, these cases were 
then disposed of, the implication 
being that the ruling did give the 
division a stronger legal leg to 
stand on. 

The motion picture division at 


no time had become “lax” in its 
| judgment of films, Pesce main- 
tained. “Certain court rulings 


came down and we simply reflect 
the court limitations as they were 
imposed on us.” He refuted the 
| oft-made suggestion that the N.Y. 
censor for some time had “gone 
easy” on films so as to avoid legal 
| showdowns. 

| Pesce declared himself as being 
| fully in accord with pre-release 
|censorship. “It is a form of regu- 
| lation compatible with our social 
needs and system of government,” 
he said, adding that if pre-release 
censorship were terminated “some 
sort of censorship would be sub- 
stituted.” He said quite a few 
distributors had told him they 
preferred his office to some vague 
censorship. ‘They tell me they 
are perfectly happy with the situa- 
tion. It makes for stability and 
they know where they are,” he re- 
ported. 

Asked whether it didn't strike 
him as odd that a film could play 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania and 
other eastern states while it had 
| (Continued on page 16) 





American International 
_ Shoots 5006 Bankroll, 
Unprecedented Budget 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Indie producer Herman Cohen 
flew to London to launch “Horrors 
| of the Black Museum,” which he 
| will make for American Interna- 
tional release in association with 
Anglo-Amalgamated. Pic, lensed 
in CinemaScope and color, is bud- 
getted at $500,000, costliest ever 
authorized by AI. 

Herman en route stopped over 
in Detroit, Boston and N.Y. to 
| bally his latest chiller, “How to 
Make a Monster.” 








RIVOLI, N. Y., MORTGAGE 


/10-Year Loan Set—Owned By 
Louis B, Mayer Estate 











First mortgage loan of $625,000 
jat 5% interest has been arranged 
|by Sonnenblick-Goldman Corp. on 
| the Rivoli Theatre, N. Y., now 
| tenanting “Around the World in 80 
i - Loan is for 10 years. 
House is owned by the Louis B. 


He said he knew of instances so much business, certain top at-| Mayer estate and is under lease to 
because: it fits the pattern of the | where exhibitors virtually agreed |tractions are better off as road-|a subsidiary of United Artists The- 


downtown house would do only 
average business whereas, if prop- 


| 


Again, the exhibitors may 
not like it, but they're just going 
counter to a new reality.” 


| 


atre. Next attraction in the Rivoll 
|this fall will be “South Pacific,” 
! moving over frém the Criterion. 
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It’s Back To The Cops (Congress) 


- For Allied; 


Allied States Assn., which has 
gone to Congress twice in recent 
years in order to obtain relief from 
alleged illegal trade practices of 
the distributors, is planning a third 
junket. The exhibitor organiza- 
tion has quietly but determinedly 
launched a drive which it hopes 
will culminate in a new Con- 
gressiona! investigation when the 
new Congress convenes in January. 

Tipoff for the drive was in the 
“white paper” which Allied issued 
several weeks ago. The document 
complains of neglect in the en- 
forcing of the antitrust laws by the 
U. S. Attorney-General’s office and 
charges the film companies with il- 
legal price-fixing and other acts 
contrary to the stipulations in the 
consent decrees. 

Several thousand copies of the 
“white paper” have aiready been 
distributed and a second printing 
has been ordered. The spade work 
is being done on the grassroots 
level Local units and Allied 
members in various cities and 
towns are contacting their Con- 
gressmen and Senators in an at- 
tenrpt to convince them that an in- 
vestigation is required to save the 
smal! theatres of the nation. In 
addition to the incumbent solons, 
members of the exhibitor organiza- 
tions are also concentrating on 
candidates who are up for seats in 
the House and the Senate this No- 
vember 

Partisan Angles? 

In Allied’s two previous appear- 
ances before the Federal lawmak- 
ers—both before a subcommittee 
of the Senate Small Business Com- 
mittee—it failed to obtain any con- 
cessions and the Senate group 
ruled that it could find no viola- 
tions of the decrees and that the 
activities of the film companies 
were in keeping with sound busi- 
ness practices The iwo prior 
probes were before Republican- 
controlled committees which has 
led Allied to reason that the pres- 
ent administration is indifferent to 
“small business.” It’s hoped that 
a new investigation, if it is held, 
will be before a Congress that is 
more friendly to small business. 

Although the previous hearings 
have been before a group of the 
Senate Smal] Business Committee, 
a new probe, it’s felt, will not ne- 


cessarily take place before this 
body again. Because of the charges 
made in Allied’s “white paper,” it’s 
conceivable that the exhibitor or- 
ganization may make an effort to 
bring about an investigation by 
either the House or Senate Ju- 
diciary or Anti-Monopoly commit- 
tees. 

In the second of the two prior | 
appearances before the Senate} 


group, Aliied had the support of | 
Theatre Owners of America. Since 
that time both exhibitor organiza- 
tions have been working closely on 


questions of industry trade prac- 


tices. However, there was dissen- 
sion in the TOA ranks concerning 
the advisability of “calling in the 
cops.” As a result, the position 
that wil] be taken by TOA, if there 
is a new investigation, is still un- 
ciear. So far Allied has not con- 
sulted TOA on the matter. 
TOA Conflict 

Aligning the support of TOA 
would be embarrassing to some de- 
gree, since one of the complaints 
by Allied is the new theatre acqui- 
sitions being made by the former- 
ly divorced chains, many of whom 
hold membership in TOA. At the 
same time, TOA has remained 
aloof from criticizing the differ 


ences between distribution and ex- 
hibition and has been trying to 
solve the differences by peaceful 
means, a policy advocated by TOA 


prexy Ernest G. Stellings. TOA 
has been in the forefront in efforts 
to combine with the distributors in 
launching an all-industrv business 
building campaign Allied has 
supported the b-b drive, but has 
called attention to the fact that it's 
almost impossible to cooperate on 
a friendly basis if the exhibitors | 
jor film companies are depriving | 
the small communities of the tvpe 
of entertainment to which they 
are entitled and are contributing 
to the demise of the smalltown 


are faced with such harsh terms. 
It’s dinned repeatedly that the dis- 


tribs' terms and practices are driv-} son and 


(Continued on page 10) 


TOA Position Less Clear 





> 
7. 


out in principal key cities, will 
keep biz on an even keel around 
the country this session. Fact 
that there are so many big pix 
playing is attested to be the fact 
that some 16 films will figure in 


them in the top category. 

“Indiscreet” (WB) still is champ- 
jon, just as it has been for the last 
two weeks. Again “South Pacific” 
(20th) is taking second honors. 
“La Parisienne” (UA), which loom- 
ed as a winner on first few engage- 
ments last week, is winding up 
third. 

“Gigi” (M-G) moves up from 
sixth to fourth place. Fifth money 
is going to “Vikings” (UA). “The 
Key” (Col) is landing in sixth 
position. 
is winding in seventh place. 

“The Fly” (20th), just getting 
started, will capture eighth spot. 
“Search For Paradise” (Cinerama) 
is finishing ninth while “Around 
World in 80 Days” (UA) is copping 
10th place. a 

“Time To Love” (U) is winding 
up in 11th position while “Light in 
Forest” (BV) rounds out the Top 
12 list. “No Time For Sergeants” 
(WB), “Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par), 
“Bravados” (20th) and 


“Kings Go Forth” (UA) 


“Night | 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade Still Big; ‘Indiscreet’ First for 3d Week in 
Row, ‘Pacific’ 2d, ‘Parisienne’ 3d, ‘Gigi’ 4th 


Plenty of strong product, now , Heaven Fell” (Kings) are the run- 


| ner-up pix in that order. 

| “A Certain Smile” (20th), one 
|of few films just being launched, 
| shapes big opening week at N.Y. 
/Paramount. “Imitation General” 
|(M-G), also beginning to get 
|around, hints possibilities, being 
| good in K.C. and Philly, nice in 


this week’s VARIETY survey, 12 of | Toronto and Louisville and okay 


j in L.A. “Matchmaker” (Par), 

| also new, locks like a new record 

| in Chi, is fair in L.A. and passable 

|in Philly. 

| “Happy Feeling” (U) looms okay 
in Toronto. “Peter Pan” (BV) 

| (reissue) shapes big in Detroit, 

| okay in Pitt and fine in Chi. 

| “King Creole” (Par), mild in 

Chi, looks okay in Boston. “Twi- 
| light For Gods” (U), okay in K.C., 
is good in Chi and fair in Pitt. 
“Bridge on River Kwai” (Col) 
looms hep in Washington and socko 
in N.Y 
| “God Created Woman” (Kings) 
| still is doing nicely in K.C., Buf- 
|falo, Washington and Chi: “Blue 
Murder at St. Trinians” (Cont) is 
rated big in Frisco. 

“Attila” (Indie) looms fine in 
Denver. “Gunman’s Walk” (Col) 
is strictly lightweight in L.A. 

“South Seas Adventure” (Cine- 
rama) is near capacity in second 
full week in N.Y. “High School 
| Confidential” (M-G) is nice in Chi. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9-10) 


| 





‘Oscar Derby’ May 
Be Reincarnated 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
The “Oscar Derby” idea, tying in 
| with the 1959 Academy Awards, 
|again has been a subject of seri- 
ous discussion between the major 
; studios and the Academy. Spark 
| originally came from the Motion 





| Picture Assn. of America’s eastern 
| publicity directors committee. 
Project would have a twofold ob- 
jective: To stimulate more constant 
interest in films and boxoffice, and 
to allow for closer scrutiny of en- 
tries by the Academy voters. 
Procedure suggested involves a 


ners of the first six months to be 
pitted against the tops of the sec- 
ond six months. Under discussion, 
| too, is the procedure to be followed 
when the winners of the first half- 
year are disclosed. 





Europe to N, Y. 
Dean Crane 
Lennie Hayton 


Lena Horne 
Bernard M. Kamber 
Arthur Wiesenberger 


Though a slow starter, David O. 
Selznick’s “A Farewell to Arms” 
will end up as the third or fourth 
top grosser in the history of 20th- 
Fox, the company asserted last 
| week. It’s figured, on the strength 





will gross between $7,000,000 and 
$8,000,000 in the domestic ‘(U, S. 
|} and Canadian) market alone. It’s 
| likely to match this figure, if not 
| outdistance it, abroad. 

| “Farewell,” starring Rock Hud- 


} 000,000 to make, 


vote twice a year, with the win- | 


Harry Hershfield ° 


of returns already in, that the film | 


N. Y. to L. A, 


Karl Bernstein 
David Branower 
Pearl Buck 

Ted Danielewski 
William B. Duff 
Herman Goldberg 
Bernard Goodman 
Abner J. Greshler 
Billy Mathews 

| Walter Meikofer 
Bill Ornstein 
Thomas O'Sullivan 
Walter Slezak 
Daniel Stern 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Red Buttons 

Yul Brynner 
Herman Cohen 
Marion Davies 
Reginald Denenholz 
John Guedel 
Lloyd Lind 

David A. Lipton 
Jo Lombardi 
Gordon MacRae 
Ricardo Montalban 
France Nuyen 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Sheldon Reynolds 
Ed Sullivan 


N. Y. to E-rope 
Herbert L. Golden 
Janet Goosens 
Sidney Harmon 
Eli Lomb 
Selma Lynch 
Andrew MacElhone 
Dr. Sydney Ros!ow 





20th’s Guess on F arewell to Arms’ 


6,000 Dates in 24 Weeks Grossed $5,500,000— 
Foresee Ultimate Rank as 3rd or 4th ‘Biggest’ 


6,000 dates so far in 24 weeks and 
has grossed $5,500,000. It’s expect- 
ed to play at least another 4,000 
to 5,000 dates in the States. 

The three top 20th grossers to 
date are “The Robe,” “The King 
and I” and “Peyton Place.” If the 
current pace on “Farewell” con- 
tinues, it’s expected to overtake 
“King and I.” 








Susan Elizabeth Freund, daugh- 
|ter of Ruth Freund, manager of 


Jennifer Jones, cost $4,-| the Screen Gems contract depart- 
It's played off | ment, g: ts married Aug. 9. 





$e 


New York Sound Track 





Attention David O. Selznick: Yvonne de Carlo is practicing to play 
Mary Magdalen in an Italian production. 

Habit of Canadian actors playing U.S. presidents (e.g. Raymond Mas- 
sey and Walter Huston as Abe Lincoln, Alexander Knox as Woodrow 
Wilson, Maurice Manson as Teddy Roosevelt) is partly carried on in 
the case of Ralph Bellamy. Actor playing the late F.D.R. in “Sunrise 
at Campobello” on Broadway is son of mother born in Hamilton and 
educated in Toronto. 


Fawcett’s “Motion Picture’ Monthly has been slapped with a dam- 
age and accounting action in N.Y. Federal Court by freelancer Eleanor 
Harris who alleges her three-article series for Look (1956) was recent- 
ly lifted bodily by F. Lewis Friedman, also named a defendant, in writ- 
ing recent Elizabeth Taylor story, captioned “From Miss to Mrs. to M 
ery.” 

The old bit about Varrety being show biz scripture may be spread- 
ing to the East. At the recent Karlovy Vary Film Fest, A. N. Davidov, 
the Sovexport head, told Variety's rep attending the fest that he could 
get all the information on pending Russo-U.S. film deals from the 
American newspaper VARIETy. He seemed at first not to realize he 
was being interviewed by Variety and thus led to a general chuckle 
and glasses of vodka. Davidov confirmed he would meet with Eric John- 
ston and Turner Shelton, Motion Picture Assn. and U.S. Info Service 
heads respectively, in Moscow in early September to finalize film sale 
conditions between the U.S. and Russia. 

Cary Grant considers Grace Kelly one of the screen's outstanding 
personalities “because when she’s on, you watch her almost regardless 
of what she does.” That's one definition . . . Tax trouble in Austria 
where the Austrians are trying to raise the taxable base of tne parent 
film companies. That's in the wake of a tax treaty with the U.S. which 
lowered the overall tax ceiling... Matty Fox has rented a yacht for the 
summer. Relaxes there and also uses it for business talks . . . 20th- 
Fox’s Spyros P. Skouras practically took over that MPEA board meet- 
ing last week .. . Metro and 20th-Fox once again eyeing pessible mer- 
gers in some overseas territories . . . Irving Windisch takes over Sept. 
1 as v.p. in charge of N.Y. operations for the “new” Arthur P. Jacobs 
Co. ... Rodney Bush, 20th’s exploitation chief, back from the Coast 
where he planned the promotional end of the “Fiend Who Walked 
West” saturation bow. 

What pressagents won’t do for a mention! United Artists will have 
you believe that the N.Y.C. Transit Authority is celebrating the Broad- 
way film bow of Brigitte Bardot in “La Parisienne” by designating one 
one of its Independent train run the “BB.” Actually, the Washington 
Heights local has been marked “BB” for more than 15 years. 

Chalk up a new first in film bally—a Negro girl being selected as 
“Miss World Premiere” for the Chicago opening of Stanley Kramer’s 
“The Defiant Ones,” a picture with a racial theme .. . Joe E. Brown 
emerging from semi-retirement for a role in the Mirisch Co.'s “Some 
Like It Hot.” . . . Universal prexy Milton R. Rackmil back at his home- 
office desk following a series of conferences at the studio ... Jerry 
and Jeanne Sager ‘discovering’ Las Vegas for the first time ... Bill 
Ornstein, former Metro tradepress contact, to the Coast “to help cele- 
brate my granddaughter’s first birthday.” ... 

Donald Flamm airmails from Italy's spa (Montecatini): “David Sar- 
noff and his wife just left here for Rome. Sol Huroks are here. Billy 
Brandt and his wife just left. Clarence Brown arrived yesterday, Ben 
Thau of MGM arrives on Friday, Eddie Elkins here with his wife, and 
Anita Loos due in a few days with Helen Hayes. The usual ‘cure’ stay 
is three weeks and there is plenty in this beautiful countryside to keep 
the guests interested. Florence is only 25 miles away on the auto- 
strada and there's a night trotting track nearby. Grand Hotel & La 
Place is one of the finest in Europe and the price is right, about $35 
for a couple which includes modern room and bath, all the food you 
can consume and also includes the ‘service’ charges, although of course, 
like in France you tip a little extra in recognition of good service.” 

Universal pub-ad chief David A. Lipton in Gotham for series of ses- 
sions with homeoffice exec .. . Gregory Peck taking to the road to bal- 
ly “The Big Country.” He's set to hit seven cities starting Aug. 10... 
Producer Sidney Harmon (“God's Little Acre” and “Anna Lucasta”) 
off to Europe. 

One way to,get a built-in disk jockey plug for a picture is to have 
somebody like Johnny Mathis sing a title song over the screen credits, 
as he did on 20th-Fox’s “A Certain Smile,” and also of course on 
Columbia label . . . Spyros Skouras brought over the new Greek Ortho- 
dox Archbishop Sunday night to his next-door neighbor, Stanley-War- 
ner veepee Harry M. Kalmine, in the Green Haven section of Mama- 
roneck, and thus the prelate met a flock of showmen who happened 
to be dinner guests including Sam Rosen, attorney Bill Jaffe, Leonard 
H. Goldenson, Frank M. Folsom and a VARIETY man. 


Anybody and anything encouraging new film production nowadays 
gets large cheers from the exhibitors. Some of the majors who have cur- 
tailed production should hear some of the things the weekending show- 
men, in their Westchester and Long Island retreats, have to say about 
them. On the other hand, Spyros Skouras is a big “hero” for keeping 
the A’s and B’s (Regal-Lippert) rolling . .. It’s a second heiress for 
the Jerry (Minette) Pickmans. 

Jack Cummings has set “The Bird Man of Alcatraz” as first on his 
indie slate for 20th-Fox . . . Claude Rains returns to screen for first 
time snce 1951 as costar of “This Earth Is Mine,” Henry King pro- 
duction for Universal . . . Beverly Wills, daughter of Joan Davis, goes 
into Billy Wilder’s “Some Like It Hot”... Helen Hayes teams up with 
son James MacArthur in Walt Disney's “Third Man on the Mountain,” 
actress appearing in brief role during holiday stay in Switzerland, 
where MacArthur starrer is locationing .. . 

George Jessel, in his first appearance in the Maritime Provinces, 
appeared in Saint John, N. B., and Fredericton, N. B., on behalf of 
State of Israel bonds to record attendence and large sales. While in 
Fredericton, the Province capital,-he was tendered a luncheon by the 
Government and taken to Government Buildings, University of N. B., 
and the Winston Churchill Painting Exhibit. Mitchell Franklin of Saint 
John, president of the Franklin & Herschorn Circuit, as chairman for 
the State of Israel bonds in the Maritimes, chaired the dinners. 

Edward L. Kingsley interviewed by Arthur Knight over N.Y. City’s 
WNYC Sunday (27) ... National Screen Service v.p. Burton E, Robbins 
off to Europe Monday (28)... 


Richard M. Hall, secretary-controller of Chakeres Theatres of Spring- 
field, Ohio, elected first v.p. of the Dayton Control of the Controllers 
Institute of America. Established in 1931, Institute is a non-profit man- 
agement organization of controllers and finance officers from all lines 
of business . . . There'll be no Loew's board meeting during August. 
Next session is set for September . . . Saul Cooper exited the Lynn 
Farnol praisery to join Paramount's homeoffice publicity force ... Metro 
sales chief John P. Byrne has set eight key openings for “The Reluctant 
Debutante” in addition to the Radio City Music Hall .. . Bernard M, 
Kamber, pub-ad chief for Hecht-Hill-Lancaster, back from London 
over the weekend after setting up the campaign for “The Devil's Dici- 
ple,” now before the cameras in England . . . Singer Carolyn King 
makes film bow in the Rich Film Corp’s “The Beautiful Stranger.” set for 
filming this month on location at Martha’s Vineyard. Columbia may 
release... 
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MATHEMATICS OF WANT-TO-SEE 


i-70 Roadshow 


Dates on Pacific 


“South Pacific,” Todd-AO ver-| 
sion of the Rodgers & Hammer-} 
stein legituner, will end up being 
roadshown in between 60 and 70, 
theatres in the U. S. and about the 
number overseas. It's cur- 
rent in 40 houses worldwide. 

In a number of houses, “South 
Pacific’ started slow, but has been 
building. It’s not unusual for it to 
show a better gross in the 14th or 
16th weeks than in the first two or | 
three, according to a spokesman | 
for Magna Theatre Corp., the dis- 
tributor. 


same 


The British engagements have 
been good, with London and Man- 
chester outstanding in the 13th| 
and 12th week respectively. In the 
U. S., the engagements have varied, 
suffering both from poor timing in 
the opening, some bad reviews, etc. | 
For instance, in Indianapolis the! 
picture opened poorly but built to} 
$10,000 in the 14th week. Miami 
has been a very good date, but 
business fell off with the seasonal 
decline in the tourist biz. The pat- 
tern isn't consistent. In Cincinnati, 
the 13th week (July 22) was the 
biggest of the entire run. Los An- 
geles has been verysg@ood, but Den- 
ver has been definitely disappoint- 
ing and so h& Washington. In 
Oklahoma City, the film did poorly 
whereas in San Francisco it'll do 
$25,000 in its 5th week. Dallas hit 
the tops in the 14th week. | 

Print costs on this Todd-AO at- 
traction are considerable, running 
to $6,000 for each print. Latter is 
figured to be good for about 500 
performances. Altogether, Magna 
has 60 prints now and is ordering 
more 


N.Y. rm of Music 
Back to Schinasi Estate; 
42-Year Fox Occupancy 


After 42 years under lease to the 
William Fox Realty Corp., the 
Academy of Music in downtown 
(14th St.) New York reverts on 
Oct. 31, 1958, to the estate of the 
late Leon Schinasi. House is op- 
erated by Skouras Theatres. 

Decision pinpointing ownership 
of the theatre came in N. Y. last 
week from Federal Judge Frederic | 
Van Pelt Bryan. Trustees for the 
Fox company had maintained that 
they are the owners of the building 
and the fixtures. j 

However, the Court said: “Gen- | 
erally, title and ownership of struc- | 
tures erected by one person on the 
land of another is in the owner of 
the land in the absence of contract 
rights regulating the interests o> 
the respective parties.” He added, 
“The terms of the Academy of Mu- 
sic lease and of the accompanying 
building agreement leave no doubt 
that the parties intended that the 
buildings erected by the lessees 
are the property of the lessor, and 
the lessee had no right to remove 
them.” 

Trustees of the Schinasi estate | 
include Ruby Schinasi, Solomon 
Leon Schinasi, Betty Schinasi | 
Smith and the Bankers Trust Co. 











“HOLIDAY IN BRUSSELS’ 


Feature-Length Film With Jessel, 
Falkenburg, Van Voorhis 





“Holiday in Brussels,” a feature- | 
length documentary filmed at the | 
Brussels World's Fair, is being 
primed for release this month. 
Film, which runs 72 minutes, cov- 
ers every aspect of the fair, includ- 
ing the grounds and _ special 
events. George Jessel, Jinx Falk- 
enburg and Westbrook Van Voor- 
his provide the commestary. 

Picture was produced by Dick 
Randall. Frank Warren directed 
and Henry W. Javorski supervised 
a crew of Belgian camermen. Pic- 
ture’s theme song, “Holiday in 
Brussels,” was written by Steve Al- | 
len and Don George. ; 





| broadcast of Robinson-Basilio. 


Kinfeld on Crucial Value of Sell 


There are a good many pictures made that have 


an inherent boxoffice quality but 


sold to the public, Charles Einfeld, ad-pub v.p. of 
( . “Nobody today 
can afford not to properly exploit his merchandise,” 


20th-Fox, said in N.Y. last week 


he added. 
Einfeld’s comments came as he 


a rundown on the advertising and exploitation cam- 
paign for 20th’s “The Fiend Who Walked the West.” 
Picture bows in a saturation opening in 60 theatres 
in the Los Angeles area Aug. 16. Soon after, similar 
territorial openings are skedded for the Kansas City 


and Ohio areas. 


Einfeld stressed that 


the territorial campaigns 
were the most effective because they extend co-op 
support to theatres which, normally, don’t benefit 
from it. “We know there's an automatic limit in how 


are inadequately “but it’s quite d 


far you can go with a single house,” Einfeld said. 


ifferent if many houses tie in, be- 


coming part of the point-of-sale effort.” 
Encouraged by the success of 20th’s “The Fly,” 
which he said was effectively packaged, Einfeld said 


he was setting aside a $500,000 co-op budget on 


gave the trades “Fiend.” Picture 


towards the youn 
“Our 


citement.” 





Indie Org's Fate 


In Era of Indies 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Falling revenues from its mem- 
bers and changed conditions in 
Hollywood under which indie pro- 
ducers have aligned themselves 


|} with major companies have result- 


ed in the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers dras- 
tically reducing its activities, in- 
cluding labor representation. 

Curtailments were disclosed over 
weekend by Ellis Arnall, SIMPP 
prexy, following a week of confabs 
and meetings by the Program and 
Activities Committee. 

Marvin Faris, exec secretary of 
SIMPP is out after 12 years and 
will not be replaced. 




















Texans in Pictures 











Dallas, Aug. 5. 
Texas businessmen, increasingly, 
if erratically, interested in film 
financing, are active again via a 
series of feature-length films for 
national distribution. Headquarters 
have been set up here. 


Robert E. Hornberger, general 
partner of Hornberger Produc- 


tions Ltd., and Robert L. Madden, 


| board chairman of United National 
| Film Corp., head the group. Others 


involved include Lewis Grinnan 
Jr., James B. Kirksmith, James N. 
Landrum, W. C. (Dub) Miller, Ray 
Smith and Vernon Coe. Latter 
also is general counsel for body. 


Powells Gag It Up 


| Denver, Aug, 5. 
Some journalists were flown 
to the U. S. Air Academy here 
on a three-day junket for the | 
opening of “The Hunters,” | 
20th-Fox release. In the party | 
were producer-director Dick 
Powell, June Allyson, May 
Britt and Edward Gregson. 
Powell and his wife had 
worked up a five-minute gag 
routine which yokked the air 
cadets. He, of course, is an old 
emcee-comic from Pittsburgh. 











| UNOFFICIALLY PRESENT 


10 RKO-WB Films Unreeled At 


Czech Fest 


| 








| Karlovy Vary, Aug. 5. 
Something amounting to an un- 
official American film week took 
'place here during the recent film 
festival when J. Jay Frankel 
screened 10 RKO and Warner 
Bros. pictures for potential Eastern 
buyers. He got bids on several, 
though all have to go before se-| 
lection committees before they can 
be bought. | 
Frankel of M. J. P. Enterprises in 
N. Y., said the Soviets seemed in- | 
terested in “Oklahoma,” but he'll 
make no deal until there's an over- 
jall working agreement between the 
'U. S, and Russia. 
| Eastern tastes mostly run to 
dramas and comedies, though the 
Ingrid Bergman starrer, “Joan of 
|Are,” roused interest. The public 
i'was able to attend the various 
i screenings. 





| 


will be sold via both radio and 


Diallers will get the 
elating the macabre way in which 


stresses a new kind of ‘shock’ 


§] Negro Papers 
Get ‘Defiant’ Ads 


advertising campaign, 
aimed at the 17,000,000 Negro 
market, has been prepared by 
United Artists for “The Defiant 
Ones,” Stanley Kramer's racial 
drama. Four-column display ads 
are being placed in 81 Negro news- 
papers in 65 cities starting this 
week. 

Copy and art are based on the 
film's story about two men, one 
white and one Negro, who escape 
from a chain gang chained to one 
another. Campaign theme is 
summed up thusly: “A black man 
chained to a white man... trying 
to escape from the law and each 
other!” 


| Lippert Building One | 


A special 











\ 











Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Robert L. Lippert will start con- 
struction of a deluxe 565-seat film 
theatre in Buena Park, Cal., 30 
miles from Los Angeles, on Aug. 
15. No exhibition policy yet has 
been set. 

Circuit chief currently is con- 
structing another new cinema 
house in Tarzana, outside Holly- 
wood in San Fernando Valley, 
called the Corbin. Buena Park The- 
atre, named after town, is expect- 


Pass Up Radio Coin, TelePrompter Sure 
. Aug. 18 Bout Will Be Socko B.O. 


TelePrompter Corp., which owns 
all the electronic rights to the 
Aug. 18 heavyweight championship 
fight between Floyd Patterson and 
Rov Harris, has decided not to 
make the event available to radio, 
according to prexy Irving B. Kahn. 
Thus, with video and radio shut 
out, the event, originating from 


| Los Angeles, will only be seen and 


heard on closed-circuit television 
in theatres, plus a limited number 
of arenas. - 

With two weeks remaining be- 
fore the bout, TelePrompter claims 
to have signed up a total of ap- 
proximately 516,000 seats in 151 
theatres and arenas for the closed- 
tv telecast. Kahn noted that the 


| seats committed already exceeded 


the slightly more than 500,000 
seats available for the Ray Robin- 
son-Carmen Basilio fight last 
March. 
paid about $1,400,000 to see the 
Robinson-Besilio bout. 

Decision to forego radio, Kahn 
stated, was prompted by confidence 
of a winning attraction. Some 20,- 
000,000 people heard the = 
we can get 1% of these people into 
theatres, there’s no doubt in my 


mind that we can set a new rec-) 


ord,” he declared. 
Kahn reported that he had re- 
ceived three offers, ranging from 


$60,000 to $75,000, for the radio} 
He said these offers were) 


rights. 1 
more than for any previous fight 
shown on closed-tv. For example, 


he noted that the International 
Boxing Club had received $30,000 
for the radio rights to the Rob-| 
inson-Basilio bout. He maintained | 
that the prior radio deals were in- | 
sufficient and that he had set a 
price of $100,000 before he had de- 
cided to skip radio altogether. 

Kahn acknowledge that advance | 
sales for the Patterson-Harris event 
were about 8% to 10% behind the| 
Robinson-Basilio bout, but he, 
stressed that it was too early to 
make any real comparisons since 
many theatres had not as yet com-| 
menced their ticket sales. 
ever, he noted that in Texas, Har- 
| ris’ home state, advance sales far) 
| exceeded the previous fight. In 
| Texas, TelePrompter has commit-! 
| ments for 80,000 seats as compared | 
| with 25,000 for the Robinson-Ba-| 
| silio fight. 





65,000 for the previous fight. | 
20 In New York : 
| There will be 20 locations in the | 
‘Greater New York area, the num- | 
| ber only being limited, according! 
| to Kahn, by the local loops made} 
available by the American Tele-| 
phone & Telegraph Co. Admis-| 
sion prices throughout the country 
will range from $3,50 to $10, with 
| the $10 top being set in some sit- 
uations in Texas. In New York, 
the top price will be $7.50 at 
Loew’s State Theatre on Broadway. | 
Loew's 35 Drive-In in New Jersey | 


has set a $14 per car price, with| crew will do the pickup from Los 


‘a maximum of four people to a 


car. Most theatres in the N. Y. 
area will be charging $4 and $5. 

TelePrompter has made arrange- 
ments for a hot kine to be shown 
in England on home-tv 24 hcurs 
after the fight. 
made a deal to fly films to Austra- 
lia for theatrical showings there. 
Kahn said he had a film distribu- 
tion deal set, but that the actual 


papers had not been signed. The! 


film deal, he said, depended on 
the outcome of the fight. If it’s an 
exciting attraction, TelePrompter 
wants a larger percentage. “If the 


How-| title changes hands, we're asking | from th 
If it doesn’t, there'll | 


for one deal. 
be another arrangement,” 
explained. 

New York area theatres which 
have been booked include: Man- 
hattan—Loew's State, Sheridan 


Kahn 


In New York, the com-' and Victoria Theatres and RKO. 
A total of 364,876 people) pany has set 75,000 seats as against! 86th St.; Brooklyn—Fox Fabian, | 


Loew's Brevoort and Oriental, 
RKO Madison; Queens—Loew’s 
Valencia; Staten Island—Para- 


mount; Long Island—Long Island 
Arena, Commack, Westbury Drive- 
In; Westchester County—Loew’s 
Mt. Vernon, RKO Keith, White 
Plains; New Jersey—Stanley, Jer- 
sey City; Branford, Newark; Fa- 
bian, Patterson; Loew's 35 Drive- 
In, Keyport 


Chris Schenkel will do the com- 
mentary for the closed-circuit tele- 


east. Ed Sherrit will produce and 
Jack Lubel will direct. A CBS-TV 


Angeles. 


In addition, it has! 


ATTENDANCE NOT 
CLUE TO GROS 


By HY HOLLINGER 


How is it possible for a picture 
that grosses $3,000,000 to attract 
almost as large an audience as one 





tv. A number of gimmicks also will be used, includ-| that grosses $10,000,000? 
ing ads with a phone number 
“fiend’s” voice, r 
he killed seven people. Pitch is very determinedly 
g audience sector. 

campaign 
against a new type of background,” Einfeld said. 
“Our ads and our whole approach are designed to 
give the audience a sense of participation in the ex- 


According to one group of in- 
{dustry statisticians, this situation 
‘is highly probable in the present- 
,day era of the blockbuster entry, 
As a result, they maintain there 
can be no accurate correlation be- 
tween boxoffice gross and the final 
atiendance draw of a particular 
picture. 

For example, a Sindiinger & Ca, 
survey recently listed Paramount's 
“Sad Sack” as drawing a probable 
audience of 16,415,000 as compared 
with 20,813,000 for Warner Bros.’ 
“Sayonara.” Yet trade experts es- 
timate that “Sayonara” will wind 
up with a gross of at least triple 
that of “Sack.” 

The discrepancy between the 
gross and the final attendance, it's 
noted, is caused by the strong ap- 
peal and initial want-to-see that 
dhe blockbusters usually generate. 
These pictures, launched with a 

| big bally campaign and having the 
ingredients that immediately in- 
terests the public, are more read- 
ily seen in the key first-run houses 
where admission prices are higher, 
(Continued on page 10) 


‘Stanley Equals 50c On 
39-Week Period; Latex 


Share Remains Secret 
Stanley Warner Corp. chalked 
up a net income, after all deduc- 
tions, of $1,024,000, equivalent to 
50c. per share, for the 39-week 
period ended May 31. In addi- 
tion to the deduction of $4,130,000 
for depreciation and amortization 
and an allowance of $1,540,000 for 
income taxes, the deduction also 
includes a net loss of $662,400 from 
the disposal of properties, after a 
saving of $775,000 in taxes result- 
ing from the disposition of these 
properties. Losses from the sale 
of properties after May 31 are not 


reflected in the current financial 
report. 
Net income for the similar 39- 


week stanza of 1957, after all de- 
ductions, was $2,699,591, equal to 
$1.24 per share on the common 
stock then outstanding. A special 
item a year ago included a profit 
of $33,600 from the disposal of 
properties, 

Theatre admissions and mer- 
chandise sales, rents from tenants, 
and concession income from the 39- 
' week period this year amounted to 
$84,953,000 as compared with $83,- 
699,200 for the same period a year 
ago. As per usual, Stanley Warner 
iumps all receipts together, in- 
cluding the income from its sub- 
sidiary, International Latex Corp. 
income from theatres and from 
Cinerama. 

Net income from operations, ex- 
cluding the loss from the disposal 
of properties, amounted to $1,686,- 
500, equal to 93c per share on the 
2,028,399 shares currently out- 
| standing. This compares with the 
$2,665,937, excluding the profit 
e sale of properties, for the 
same period of a year ago. 





_ WOODS DROPS OWL RULE 


Developed Profitable 
Run During War 





All-Night 





Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Woods Theatre, Eddie Silver- 
man’s flagship, has discontinued its 
World War Il-born all-night pol- 
icy, leaving the wee hours Loop 
tvade all to the indie Clark, a sub- 
run and revival house. 

Last show at the Woods now un- 
reels at midnight, Firstrunner in- 
cepted the all-night policy when 
v.ar plant swing-shifters and lots 
of military personnel roamed the 
main stem, hut you can't hardly 
find them no more—at least, not in 
sufficient numbers to warrant the 
overhead of round-the-clock grind- 
| ing. 
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The Befiant Ones 


Topnotch “case” drama with 
human brotherhood theme. 
Race and action angles merged 
for stunning impact. Ticklish 
for Dixie. 








United Artists release of Stanley Kra- 
mer production. Stars Tony Curtis, Sid- 
ney Poitier; features Cara Williams, Theo- 
dore Bikel, Charles McGraw, Lon Chaney, 
King Donovan, Claude Akins, Lawrence 
Dobkin, Whit Bissell, Carl Switzer, Kevin 


Coughlin. Directed by Kramer; script. 
Nathan Douglas and Harald Jacob 
Smith; camera, Sam _ Leavitt; music, 


Ernest Gold; song “Long Gone” adapted 
from “Long Gone (from Bowling Green)’ 
with music by William C. Handy, words 
by Chris Smith; editor, Frederic Knudt- 
n. Previewed in N. Y¥. July 23, ’58. 
Running time, 97 MINS. 
John Jackson 
Noah Cullen 
Sheriff Max Muller 


Tony Curtis 
Sidney Poitier 
Theodore Bikel 


Captain Frank Gibbons. ..Charles McGraw 
Big Sam aie Lon Chaney 
BEE cc svecsuatsdesetetan King Donovan 
Mac vas Claude Akins 
Editor . Lawrence Dobkin 
Lou Gans .. Whit Bissell 

MM. 0 we nccccccecss Carl Switzer 

e Kid . Kevin Coughlin 
The Woman . Cara Williams 





Doubling in brass as producer 
and director, and working with a 
well and carefully picked cast, 


Stanley Kramer has turned out a| 


raw, powerful film that is as ex 
citing as it is moving, real ana 
literate. It uses potential of the 
screen in putting across its “‘mes- 
sage” without hammering it home 
with a sledgehammer. 

The theme of “The Defiant 
Ones” is as controversial as it is 
believably human. The picture, 
with its deft combination of stark 
drama, tenderness and a sense of 
humor, makes the point that what 
keeps men apart is their lack of 
knowledge of one another. With 
that knowledge comes respect, and 
with respect comradeship and 
even love. 

Since this thesis is exercised in 
terms of a colored and a white 
men, both convicts chained to- 

ether as they make their break 
or freedom from a Southern 

rison gang, it is safe to predict 
hat the film will encounter re- 
istance in some areas of the 
outh. Its rather grim theme also 
may be something of a deterrent 
elsewhere, for Kramer has made 
no compromises. But none of this 
lters one iota the fact that this 
s one of the best motion pictures 
to hit the screen in many a year, 
and word-of-mouth alone should 
sock it across. 

Because he has managed to keep 
himself from overstating his case, 
and because “The Defiant Ones” 
emerge as wholly believable hu- 

an beings, capable of violence, 
ate and hurt, Kramer has created 

a film that creates complete, tense 
audience participation. This is the 
classic cinematic chase, refined to 
capture those exciting elements of 
ure action. Its principles are 
bunted down by a posse that com- 
ines Southerners of different 
types, none of them stereotypes 
and yet all of them clearly recog- 
nizable. 

The performances by Tony Cur- 
tis and Sidney Poitier are virtual y 
flawless. Poitier, always a capable 
actor, here turns in probably the 
best work of his career as the in- 
telligent Negro, suddenly present- 
fi with a chance to escape to the 

orth. He captures all of the 
moody violence of the convict, 
serving time because he assaulted 
a white man who had insulted 
him. It is a cunning, totally in- 
telligent portrayal that rings pow- 
erfully true and establishes Poitier 
as one of the best actors appearing 
on the screen today. 

As “Jocker” Jackson, the arro- 
ant while man chained to a fel- 
ow convict whom he hates be- 
cause of his skin and his need to 
feel himself superior, Curtis de- 
ivers a true surprise performance. 
e starts off as a sneering, brutal 
character, willing to fight it out 
to-the-death with his equally stub- 
born companion. When, in the 
end, he sacrifices a dash for free- 


bred hate as they share the dangers 
and the knowledge of what makes 
the other tick. 

Here is one of those films where 
the smaller parts rate every bit 
as important as the leads. Theo- 
dore Bikel as the moderate sheriff 
who knows his career depends on 
catching up with the prisoners, 
but who refuses to be_ either 
caught up in or intimidated by the 
mob psychology of the rest of the 
posse, is sock. Fine port royals 
also come from Charles McGraw 
as the eager statetrooper captain 
who enjoys the chase and the 
rest of the posse—Carl Switzer, 
Whit Bissell, Claude Akins, and 
King Donovan. Kenvin Coughlin 
|is good as the boy and Lawrence 
| Dobkin registers as the newspaper 
| man. 
| Standout in her part is Cara 
| Williams as the only woman in 
lthe film. She takes in the con- 
| victs and, being lonely, she spends 
| the night with Curtis. When, in 
the morning, she sends Poitier to 
his death in the quicksand, Curtis 
abandons her and rushes after his 
friend to save him. Miss Williams 
| is attractive and she is remarkably 
| effective in the role. In leaving 
|her, Curtis is shot and wounded 
| by the boy. In the end, Poitier 
‘jumps from the north-bound train 
| to help his exhausted friend and 
| the sheriff finds them, Poitier 
| cradling the white man in his arms 
|and definantly shouting his “Long 
' Gone” song. 
| Sam Leavitt's photography en- 
| hances the values of the film and 
| Frederic Knudtson’s editing _ is 
/ topnotch. This Kramer film is an 
| artistic triumph and_unquestion- 
ably will be recognized as just 
that. It certainly requires a spe- 
cial “sell,” but it’s also a stirring 
| and in some of its sequences amus- 
‘ing picture which, for the very 
lexcellence of its production, de- 
serves top attention. Hift. 





The Hunters 
(C’SCOPE—COLOR) 





Exploits of jet pilots during 
the Korean War. Particularly 
exciting serial footage and 
colorful shots of Japan. Robert 
Mitchum as the b.o. bait. Fairly 
successful film for general sit- 
uations. 








20th-Fox release of Dick Powell pro- 
duction. Stars Robert Mitchum, Robert 
Wagner, May Britt, Richard Egan, and 
Lee Philips. Features John Gabriel, Stacy 
Harris, Victor Sen Yung Candace 
Lee Directed by Powell. Screenplay, 
| Wendell Mayes, based on t novel by 
|James Salter; camera (C’Scope), Charles 
. Clarke; editor, Stuart Gilmore; music, 
aul Sawtell. Previewed in N. Y. July 31, 
58. Running time, 108 MINS. 


| Major Cleve Saville .... Robert Mitchum 


\G 
'P 





Lt. Ed Pell .............. Robert Wagner 
Col. “Dutch” Imil . . Richard Egan 
| stein Girl 2. cccccccscess May Britt 
|} Lt. Abbott ........ +++. Lee Philips 
|} Lt. Corona ........0. . John Gabriel 
;Col. Moncavage ........... Stacy Harris 
| Korean Farmer ........ Victor Sen Yung 
Korean Child ............. Candace Lee 





| The exploits of U. S. jet pilots 
| during the Korean War are pre- 

sented in 20th-Fox’s slick produc- 
| tion. The entry, produced and 
|directed by Dick Powell, is 
| technically well-made drama, filled 
| with the exciting ingredients that 
| usually appeal to general audi- 
ences. The majesty of the jet planes 
| in flight, the aerial combat scenes, 
| and the backgrounds of Japan and 

Korea are worthy pictorial contri- 
| butions. 

Although the story is contrived 
| and contains elements all too famil- 
iar in war stories, “The Hunters” 
nevertheless has the ability to be- 
come a fairly successful boxoffice 
attraction for most situations. It 
concerns jet pilots stationed near 
the Yalu River in Korea in Janu- 
ary, 1952. Their job is to pursue 
and knockout the Chinese “vol- 
unteers” flying Russian Migs. 
There is mention of the fact that 
the U.S. airmen are not permitted 
to cross the Yalu in pursuit of the 
invaders, but no position is taken 





on the subject, one of the most | 


turesque Japanese scenic spots), 
and the growing up to maturity of 
a cocky young pilot, played by Rob- 
ert Wagner. ‘ 

During one of the missions, 
Philips’ .plane is hit and he is 
forced to bail out in enemy terri- 
tory. Mitchum crash lands his plane 
to go to his aid and Wagner para- 
chutes out to join them. The last 
third of the picture is concerned 
with their adventures behind 
enemy. lines and the efforts of 
Mitchum and Wagner to bring back 
safely the injured Philips. The ex- 
perience works wonders for Philips, 
who finally understands himself. 
It brings about a_ reconciliation 
with his wife and she bids farewell 
to Mitchum, who stays to fight on. 

Powell has elicited good per- 
formances from his cast. Mitchum 
| is convincing as the tough, fearless 
| professional Air Force man; Miss 
| Britt, an attractive blonde, is fine 
| as the confused wife torn between 
| two loves: Philips does a neat job 
as the frightened pilot determined 
|to prove himself. Other good por- 
trayals are turned in by Wagner, as 
|a cigar-smoking hot-shot egotisti- 
| cal fly boy; Richard Egan, as com- 
| mander of the fighter group; Stacy 
| Harris, as another professional air- 
| man; and John Gabriel, as a young 
| pilot. 

Preduction values are topnotch, 
particularly the CinemaScope-De- 
luxe color photography of Charles 
G. Clarke and the aerial shots of 
|Tom Tutwiler. Paul Sawtell has 
provided an approprite musical 
score. Holl. 





It! The Terror From 
Beyond Space 





Half of a horror-science fiction 
package. Story not unique; 
production okay. 











| vicious drunkard who makes his | 





Czech Festival Features 


of color. 
ademic qualities 


But its postured, ac- 


Karlovy Vary, July 29. 
limit this for 


Stories About Lenin (RUSSIAN; COLOR). 





il duction ahd release. Stars : P : 
ggg og features. M. Pastoukhova, | American chances in anything but 
A. Lissianskaia. Directed by Sergei | foreign language spots. Mosk. 
Youtkevitch. Screenplay, M. Volpine, N. 


(Sov- 





Erdman. E. Gabrilovitch; camera ; 
color), E. Andrekanis, A. Moskvine; edi- Dobro Morie (The Good Sea) (YUG6GO- 
tor, A. Bergare. At Karlovy Vary Film | §L AVIAN). Trigiav Film production and 
Fest. Running time, 106 MINS. release. With Evelina Wohifeiler, Tomaz 
Pesek. —— by Mirko Grobler. Screen- 
7 : | play, nest Adamic; camera, France 
This is part two of a duo of pix | Cerar; editor, Bojan Adamic. At Karlovy 


depicting some stories about Lenin. | Vary Film Fest. Running time, 90 MINS. 
The ta'es are mostly personal data | 
about the Soviet leader. They try 
to humanize him in one based on 
his escape into Finland in 1917 and 
then the story of his last days. 
Film mixes color as well as black 
and white and is well acted and 
mounted. Pic manages to hold in- 
terest in spite of the academic as- 
pects of the direction, thesping 
and story telling. It remains very 
dubious for the U.S. except for pos- 
sible curio interest. Mosk. 





Moppet pic is successful in tell- 
ing a story through the eyes of a 
|}child and making it okay for 
!grownups, too. It concerns a 
| young boy who defeats a crooked 

landowner’s attempt to foil a fish- 
erman’s attempt to buck his mo- 
|nopoly via getting his own nets. 
Good and bad guys are obvious as 
|is the progression and characteri- 
| zation. But it is adroitly made and 
lemerges a good lingo or moppet 
| entry for Yank spots. Techrical’y, 
it is fine and the kids act well and 


Vieras Mies (The Stranger) (FINNISH). 
naturally. Mosk. 


Suomi-Film production and release. Wit 
Rauni Ikaheimo, Esko Vettenranta, Kaarlo 
Halttunen, Hannes Hayrinen. Directed by 
Hannu Laxninen. Screenplay, Mike Wal- 
tari; camera, Erkki Imberg; editor, Einar 
Englund. At Karlovy Vary Film Fest. 
Running time, 105 MINS. 


| 

| # Slik En Natt (It Happened One Night) 
| (NORWEGIAN). Norsk Film production 
fend release. With Anne-Lise Tankstad, 
Holst-Jensen, Lala Carlsega. Written and 
directed by Sigval Martmann Moe. Cam- 
era, Per Jonson; editor, ©. Kraft. At 
Karlovy Vary Film Fest. Running time, 
95 MINS. 





This drama revolves around a 





wife’s life a living hell. When she | 
falls in love with a hired hand on 
their farm, the husband kills him | 
and then falls into a bog and 
drowns. She is left with one con- 
solation, the child she will bear 
from her lover. Film is carefully 
made and works in some tender 
love scenes but rarely gives a 
depth. Result is this has only mild 
exploitation chances for the US. 
but okay lingo possibilities. Tech- 
nical credits are good as is the 


Still another war film, this one 
differs slightly in detailing how a 
femme doctor helps 10 Jewish 
children escape into Sweden. 
Though conventional in unfold- 
ment, sans surprises, this is an 
| okay actioner. It could be a neat 
| dualer for U.S. use and a natural 
for lingo slotting. It is technically 
polished. Mosk. 








Hollywood, July 29 j s also| Cesta Duga Godinu Dana (The Year 
, ’ ; . acting. Some nude scenes also | 9 

United Artists release of a Vogue Pic- Long Road) (¥YUGOSLAVIAN; ULTRA- 
tures a Ra —— ——— help. Mosk. |<. —— a ee Flinn a 
son, Shawn Smith, Kim Spalding; wi } production. rs Silvana a 5 
Ann Doran, Dabbs Greer, Paul Capen. : | Eleonora Rossi-Drago, Massimo Giretti, 
Robert Bice; also, Richard Benedict, Rich- Desango ‘(No_ Return) (JAPANESE: | Bert Sotlar; features Gordana Miletic, 
ard Hervey, Thom Carney. Ray Corrigan. | COLOR; C‘SCOPE). Gez production and | Milivoje Zivanovic, Maurizio Ferrara. Di- 
Produced by Robert E. Kent. Directed | release. With Johsio Omori, Fumio! rected by Giuseppe De Santis. Screenplay, 
by Edward L. Cahn. Screenplay by | Omachi, Natsuio Kawakami. Written and | pe Santis, Tonino Guerra, Elio Petri, 
Jerome Bixby; camera, Kenneth Peach | directed by Seigo Kaneko. Camera (East-| Gianni Puccini; eamera, Marco Scarpelli; 
Sr.; editor, Grant Whytock; music, Paul | mancolor), Kaic hi Okodzima; editor. M. | editor, L. Savona. At Karlowy Vary Film 
Sawtell and Bert Shefter. Running time, | Ikeda. At Karlovy Vary Film Fest. Run-/ Fest. Running time, 160 MINS. 
68 MINS. | ning time, 65 MINS. 
Se tiescs':-:-: LTE | acoppet pic concerns a bay and] q Hallam director Giuseppe De 
Va TIOGSOE ....00c0000 : Spaldi r ,.| Santis, responsible for “Bitter 
Mary Royce wy |a horse. The horse is the boy’s| Rice”’ and Ocheme 11 O'Clock.” 
Eric Royce PEP AETES pate Some | pet but one day it gets ill and runs | made this Yugoslavian entry with 
TT gweaiec er anons Robert Bice | Of to a , + -— ~ boy a mixed Italo and Yugo cast. 
| Bob Finelli . Richard Benedict | Never forgets him and salutch | Rambling tale transcends national 
nn .. iwerscsnceeeees Richard Hervey his grave every morning. Pic is | aspects as it deals with the building 
ee ee Ray Corrigan | 00 Skimpy to make for any Yank | os", road undertaken by a poor 

: chances. But its C’Scope and color rilla t te work for him- 
wane , : make this expensive and doubtful oe ae 
“Tt” is a Martian by birth, a : ;| self and his neighbors. Most of 


| Frankenstein by instinct and a 
|copyeat. As star of this Vogue 
Pictures’ excursion, the monster 
dies hard, brushing aside grenades, 
bullets, gas and an atomic pile, 
betore snorting its last snort. It’s 
old stuff, with only a slight twist, 
but it shows possibilities of lend- 
jing itself to heavy exploitation in 
| its twin billing with “The Curse of 
the Faceless Man.” 
Production-wise, Robert E. Kent 
has endowed the United Artists 
release with a number of gimmicks, 





@/and Edward L. Cahn’s direction 


|stands up for the most part. As 
|for the Jerome Bixby screenplay, 
| there are a few pills that are hard 
| to take and a few more that, within 
| their horror-science fiction coating, 
| go down easily. 

| Film starts some dozen years in 
|the future with a disabled _U:S. 
|rocketship on Mars. Only one of 
{the 10 space travellers has sur- 
| vived, and a second rocketship has 
|landed to drag him back to earth 
| where he is to face a courtmartial. 
{It seems the U.S. government is 
|of the opinion the spaceman mur- 
|dered his nine companions so he 
|could hoard the food and supplies 
for himself and, thus, stay alive 
| until help arrived. But the accused 
| swears the nine deaths come at the 
| hands of a strange “It’’-type mon- 
| ster. 

Most of the film's 68 minutes are 


dom to save Poitier from certain | controversial of the Korean War. spent aboard the second rocketship 


death, he has managed the transi- 
tion with such skill that audience 


gympathy is completely with him.| audiences has not been neglected. | 


This picture automatically estab- 
lishes Curtis as a major acting 


talent, perhaps tev his own sur-| 


prise. 
Picture has other surprises, not 


the least of which is Kramer's sen-| World War II ace who is assigned | 
sitive and skilled direction, this| to the fighter group made up. 


being only his third try at calling 
the scenes. Given an _ excellent 
script by Nathan E. Douglas and 
— Jacob Smith to work with, 

e manipulates the action with an 


While the film may be basically 
a war adventure, femme side of 


| There is a romance—a triangle in- 
| volving a squadran commander, 
one of the pilot’s in his command, 
| and the latter’s wife. 

| Robert Mitchum is seen as a 


| mainly of —— men. A profes- 
| sional soldier, 
man” because of his complete lack 


of fear, he finds himself romanti- 
leally entangled with May Britt, | 


nown as the “ice- 


}on its way to earth, and, to spice 
| up the trip, the monster has stowed 
| away. It kills with a swat of its 
| grisly hand, then sucks all avail- 
| ahle liquids from its victims. Noth- 
| ing, but nothing, will do away with 
| the beast until one of the cosmic 
iscientists suggests donning space 
suits and letting all the air out 
of the ship. The monster keels 
| over, suffocated, and, by this time, 
|the accused murderer has been 
| transformed into an outer space 
ero. 

None of the performances are 


instinctive feeling for the need of | the Swedish wife of Lee Philips, a Outstanding, though admirable 


the audience. The 


erenes 


Poitier and Curtis groping their) neglects his wife because of his SM, 


of | young pilot who takes to drink and | Work is done by Marshall Thomp- 


Shawn Smith, Ann Doran, 


way painfully out of a deep clay | all-consuming fear. At the urging Paul Langton and Richard Bene- 


pit. their perilous journey down 


he river, as well as their clumsy | young pilot under his wing and | ding 


attempt to break into a store and 
the subsequent near-lynch scene, 
become integral parts of the larg- 


of Miss Britt, Mitchum takes the 


| has him assigned to his flying unit. 
| In between the missions, the 
| Wendall Mayes screenplay, based 


| dict, with okay work by Kim Spal- 
and Dabbs Greor. Ray 
| (Crash) Corrigan makes a fetching 
| monster. 

| .Technical credits, including the 


er chase, for the posse is never| on James Salter’s novel, concerns | special effects footage and the 


far behind. But integrated into! itself with the personal conflict | rocketship interior, 


this vital action are those reveal- 
ing glimpses of the two men, tir? 
together by more than their ch ¢ 


and gradually shedding their i. « “iss Britt (including visits to pic-| notable features. 


| between Mitchum and Philips, 
Mitchum’s occasional excursions to 
Tapan for romantic interludes with 


are capable, 
| with the William Glasgow art di- 
| rection and the Paul Sawtell-Bert 
| Shefter musical score the most 


Ron. 





| characterizations elementary. 





Acting is good as is the general 
technical aspect. But it never 
comes to grips with its subject and 


| them think it is endorsed by the 
| government and underwrite it we 4 
- s t 
is overlong and laggard in move-| truth comes out. But the road be- 
ment. Mosk. comes a symbol and lives and loves 
ek |are built around it as it looms the 
Bijutaril de Familie (The Family Jew-| primary purpose of life in this 
= pos eee oe wer production | town. De Santis has given this 
Petrachesco, Sabine Themes. Geo Barton. telling mounting, but it is overlong 
Bivectes by Mariou Theodoresco Screen- | and loses its way at —, Drastic 
, Malvin Ursinu, Theodoresco from| pruning is needed. Pic does not 
nov a ° ‘ * 
ce , &.. pag Ba Sint. have the exploitation quality of 
onesco. At Karlovy Vary Film Fest. Run-| “Bitter Rice,” but it might be a 
ning time, 90 MINS. worthy arty house entry for 
America. Its more general chances 
| are more unpredictable. Acting is 
well controlled and pic builds to 
many emotional highpoints but 
then has a tendency to drag. 
Mosk, 











This costume meller takes place 
in 1900. It concerns a woman who 
cheats her aunt out of the family | 
fortune only to lose all in a peas- 
ant uprising. Though stickly made, | 
the dramatics are obvious and | 
This | 
is only for possible lingo spots. | 
But it does show an advance in 
Rumanian filmmaking even if the 


Csampesrek (The Smugglers) (HUNGAR- 
1AN). Hunnia Film production and release. 
Stars Margit Bara, Gabor Agardy; fea- 
tures Laszlo Bahnidi, Alfred Deesy. Antal 


nee 2 | Farkas. Directed by Felix Mariassy. 

insistence on bourgeois decay and Screenplay, Pal Szabo, Gabor Thurze; 

the budding revolution are oldhat. | camera, Barnabas Hegyi; editor, Maria 
| Szecsenyi. At 


4 Karlovy Vary Film Fest. 
Mosk. wd 


Running time, 90 Mi 





tkar! No Koto (The Seven Forgotten | 
Men) (JAPANSES; COLOR; C’‘SCOPE). 
Daiei production and release. With Kazuo | 


Hungary 1930, with the Ruman- 
ian-Magyar border as locale back- 
grounds this tenderly told tale of 


—. Shiegeo Tezuka, Akio Shibata. | - 
ritten and directed by Yoko Mizuki. | a mar ian s h 
Camera (Eastmancolor), Seiichi Kizuka; | errs Hungaria mugglor whe 


ne |; meets a Rumanian widow smuggler 
At coma | and how they love briefly and 
part. Expertly acted and mounted, 
this also blocks in a telling look- 
see at the impoverished times and 
people’s frantic groping for secur- 
ity, life and love. Nothing is over- 
done. The expert acting, mount- 
ing and atmosphere could make 
this a worthy U.S. art entry if the 
pickets don’t interfere. Mosk. 


editor, Y. Akutagata 
Film Fest. Running time, 99 M 





Based on a true incident about 
youthful slave labor on a fishing 
island in Japan back in 1930, this is 
too dressed up in color and C’Scope | 
to make its harshness dramatic or | 
plausible. It details how poor) 
fisherman take out their misery on 
their own more miserable slaves. 
Ploddingly plotied, the main 
trump in this is its fine color 
work. Technically, this is well} 
done but it remains only a longo | 
possibility for the U.S. Mosk. 


Danse Macabre (HUNGARIAN). Hunnia 
Film production and release. With 
Andor Ajtay, Margit Bara, Gyorgy Bardy, 
Gyula Buss. Directed by Laszle Ranody. 
Screenplay, J. Horvath; camera, Gyula 
llles; editor, M. Morell. At Karlovy Vary 
Film Fest. Running time, 90 MINS. 

Tichy Don (Quiet Flows the Don) (RUS 
SIAN; COLOR). Gerki Film preduction and 
release. With Ellina Bystritakaya, Pyotr 
Glebov, Zinaida Kirienko. Directed by 
Sergei Gerasimov. Screenplay, Gerisimov 
from novel by Mikhail Sholokhov: camera 
‘Soveolor), Vladimir Rapoport; editor. N. 
Oslikovsky. At Karlovy Vary Film Fest. 
Running time, 120 MINS. 





_Film is a warmly-told slice-of- 
life affair that packs an emotional 
wallop. It intros a group of 
characters living in an apartment 
house and details their characters 
and problems via deft sketches. 
Then one kid finds an unexploded 

This is part three in a trilogy | bomb which finally leads to trag- 
based on a famous Soviet novel|edy. The sketchy treatment is the 
tracing the life of a Cossack from | only drawback, but is made up for 
1900 to 1918. Each pic is a de-| by deft progression and telling 
tailed portion of his life. Present | direction. This is another example 
film is about the aging hero’s loss| of the improving Magyar film in- 








of faith in the White Russian cause | dustry. It could have American 
and his attempt to return to the possibilitjes in arty spots and 
land stymied by war and the death | looks to be a natural language 


of his loved ones. It is well| house entry. 


It is technically tops. 
mounted and acted, with telling use Mosk. 
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Me and the Colonel 





Subtle comedy-drama based 
on Franz Werfel’s “Jacobowsky 
And the Colonel.” Stars Danny 
Kaye and Curt Jurgens. May 
rate a big-city film. 





Columbia Pictures release of Court- 
Goetz production. Stars Danny Kaye, 
Curt Jurgens, Nicole Maurey; features 
Francoise Rosay, Akim Tamiroff, Martita 
Hunt, Alexander Scourby, Liliane Monte- 
veechi, Ludwig Stossel, Gerard Buhr, 
Franz Roehn, Celia Harari, Alain Bou- 
vette. Directed by Peter Glenville; script, 
S. N. Behrman and George Froeschel 
from original Franz Werfel play, “Jacob- 
owsky and the Colonel”; American play, 
Behrman; produced on stage by Theatre 
Guild in association with Jack Skirball; 


camera, Burnett Guffey; music, George 
Duning; editors, William A. Lyon and 
Charles Nelson. Previewed in N. Y 


Loew's 
Running time, 1 
S. L. Jacobowsky 
Colonel Prokoszny . 
Suzanne Roualet.... 
Madame Bouffier 
Szabuniewicz 
Mother Superior 
Major Von Berge 
Cosette ° 
Dr. Szicki 
German Captain 
Monsieur Girardin 
Mme. Arle 


-+ee.++.¢. Danny Kaye 
=* Curt Jurgens 

. Nicole Maurey 
Francoise Rosay 
Akim Tamiroft 
‘ Martita Hunt 
Alexander Scourby 
Liliane Montevecchi 
er Ludwig Stossel 
Gerard Buhr 
Franz Roehn 
corecee Celia Lovsky 
Man of the Gestapo ... Clement Harari 
Rothschild’s Chauffeur ... Alain Bouvette 
Gravat ° ...... Albert Godderis 
Denise seseeceeeee. Karen Lenay 
Pierre Michel ........... Eugene Borden 
French Lieutenant ...... Maurice Marsac 


The tragi-comic joke which 
Franz Werfel perpetrated in his 
play, “Jacobowsky and the Colo- 
nei,” has been faithfully translated 
to the screen by producer William 
Goetz. It makes for an adult, of- 
ten uproarious film, acted to per- 
fection and spiked with a thousand 
clever little lines serving to con- 
trast the two leadisg characters— 
the resourceful, 
humble little Jew from Poland and 
the aristocratically arrogant, anti- 
semitic Polish colonel whose ani- 
mosity gradually turns into respect 
aud even admiration. 

The fact that Jacobowsky is 
played with infinite skill by Danny 
Kaye (almost unrecognizable with 
a little mustache and impeccably 
dressed), and the colonel is vividly 
brought to life by German actor 
Curt Jurgens, contributes to shap- 
ing this opus into a gay, stimulat- 
ing attraction. It’s difficult to en- 
vision this as a “popular” picture, 
but between the sophisticates and 
the Kaye following it should do 
well 

Story, scripted by S. N. Behr- 
man and George Froeschel from 
Behrman’s original American ver- 
sion of the play, has both Kaye 
and Jurgens stranded in Paris in 
1940, with the Germans approach- 
ing rapidly. Both must leave the 
c-ty, and when Kaye turns up with 
a car, and with gasoline, Jurgens 
overcomes his prejudices and 
agrees to a joint escape. But first 
he heads in the direction of the 
German lines to pick up a girl- 
friend, Nicole Maurey. Eventual- 
ly, Jacobowsky’s cunning ends 
them in a castle, where Jurgens 
realizes that Miss Maurey is begin- 
ning to fall in love with the gentle 
Kaye. Then the whole company 
falls into German hands 
again, is saved by Jacobowsky who 
pretends Jurgens is his cousin 
from Galicia. 

Jacobowsky is picked up by the 
Gestapo for questioning about 
Jurgens, who is to be picked up 
by a British submarine. He pre- 
fers death rather than give his 
friend away. Jurgens and Kaye 
dupe the Germans and escape. 
Story is handled in the light vein 
tlirroughout, with the Nazis never 
represented as a serious threat. 
Accent is on the two opposing 
characters, and director Peter 
Glenville spends quite a lot o 
time allowing them to engage in 
their amusing interchanges. This 
is fun, though it also slows up 
the picture. 

Here is hardly the Danny Kaye 
his fans may expect. He is im- 
mensely funny, this gently deter- 
mined, philosophical Jacobowsky 
who somehow manages to retain 
his dignity even as he takes abuse 
from the colonel, but this is not 








the broad Kaye humor of old. The | 


comedian tackles this acting chal- 
lenge with a good deal of intelli- 
— and understanding and his 
acobowsky reveals a strong fibre 
that, finally, outshines the rash 
bravado of the pompous colonel. 
Perhaps it should be commented 
that even though Kaye is in it, this 
is hardly a film to enchant young 
people. 

As the colonel, Jurgens delivers 
a hilarious and well-pared per- 
formance that never goes over- 
beard. His point is made, and with 
emphasis, but never in poor taste. 
There is pathos in his “courage” 
and yet he emerges in the end as a 
man of stature when he is able to 
finally say: “I think I like that fel- 
low Jacobowsky.” Miss Maurey is 
charming in a role that doesn’t call 
for much more than good looks. 

In the smaller roles, Alexander 
Scourby has merit as the Nazi offi- 
cer; Akim Tamiroff is broadly 
comic as the colonel’s aide; Mar- 
tita Hunt is funny in a brief ap- 





._at 
Sheridan Theatre July 29, 58. | 
MINS. 


pearance as a nun; Liliane Monte- 
vecchi appeals as one of the colo- 
nel’'s girlfriends, and Francois 
Rosay has dignity in a brief scene. 
Glenville’s direction maintains a 


for action and the necessity of con- 
veying what the original play was 
trying to say. Some of the scenes, 
particularly the sojourn 


(C’SCOPE-COLOR) 





Entertaining feather weight 
farce. Rex Harrison and Kay 
Kendall are alluring and 
should draw b.o. returns. 





Hollywood, July 30. 
Metro release of an Avon production. 
Stars Rex Harrison, Kay Kendall, John 
Saxon, Sandra Dee, Angela Lansbury; fea- 
tures Peter Myers, Diane Clare. Pro- 


duced by Pandro S. Berman. Directed by 





ingratiatingly | 


and, | 35 they are off, invite his American | 


Vincente Minnelli. 


delicate balance between the od 


in the | Buchanan,” by 


Reluctant Debutante | 


Buchanan Rides Alone 
(COLOR) 





Well-done western action story. 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


tor, Budd Boetticher. Screenplay, Charles 
Lang; based on the novel, “The Name's | 
Jonas Ward; camera, Lu- 





alace, . ay , cien Ballard; editor, Al Clark. Previewed | 
- dled are extuemely cleverly jat the studio, July 23, 58. Running time, | 
saied. : 5 | 39 MINS. 
Burnett Guffey’s lensing is be-| Buchanan ............... Randolph Scott 
yond reproach as is the editing of | Abe Carbo -.---..+++--++- Crate Stevens | 
William A. Lyon and Charles Nel-|Simon Agry ....--.+-+ +>, Tol Avery 
son. George Duning's music is ef- Amos PEE <bi080s000050 Peter Whitney 
j ic i ; ; , uan Cote eoesececeseecs anue ojas 

fe = _ This is unquestionably a once a a Pat Sous, 
critics picture, which ‘should boost Waldo Peek |.. .. Robert Anderson 
its stock in the key cities. Whether —— Gomez .. Joe Be Santis | 
it’s a " : OP. NF ccenccesdesoses illiam Leslie 
it's grist for the broad audience EL os eeOeeueeonsts eee Jennifer Holden | 
mill is open to some question. Nacho 2.000000. Nacho Galindo | 
Hift. Hamp ...cccccscccvccees Roy Jenson 

ee Don C. Harvey 





“Buchanan Rides Alone” is one 
lof those “work-horses of Saddle 
| opera. Turned out on a relatively 
| modest budget (as those things go 
| these days), released with no spe- 
| cial fanfare, still it is an honest 
picture, made with skill and crafts- 
manship, and if it starts no stam- 
pede to the boxoffice, it should 
| be thoroughly satisfactory to audi- 


Screenplay by William | ences and will make money. Budd 


| Douglas Home. from his own play: cam-/ Boetticher directed the Harry Joe 


| era ‘color by Metrocolor), Joseph Rutten- 
| berg; editor, Adrienne Fazan. 


| Jimmy Broadbent ........ Rex Harrison 


Previewed | Brown production for Columbia 


jat the Village Theatre, Westwood, July | which stars Randolph Scott. 
30, ’58. Running time, 96 MINS. | 


Charles Lang's well - paced 


|Sheila Broadbent ........... Kay Kendall | screenplay, based on a novel by 


David Parkson ........... 


I John @@xon 
Jane Broadbent 


Sandra Dee 


| \ 
; Mabel Claremont ...... Angela Lansbury | 


| David Fenner 


cerien . Peter Myers 
| Clarissa Claremont ...c0s: 


Diane Clare 


| “The Reluctant Debutante” is re- 
|freshing and prettily dressed, a 
; colorful, saucy film version of the 
| William Douglas Home stage trifle. 

With Rex Harrison and Kay Ken- 
| dall for the more worldly and John 

Saxon and Sandra Dee for the too- 
| young-to-have-been-very-far, there 

shouldn't be too many 
| filmgoers. 

There aren't enough substantial 
| story elements to build this com- 
|edy to or sustain it on a high pitch, 
| but its overall approach makes it a 
|hit for producer Pandro S. Ber- 
man and Avon Productions. Direc- 
tor Vincente Minnelli has driven 
this characters, in a pleasant ve- 
hicle, to the point of exaggeration, 
|and then, by stopping to let in a 
| tone of underplaying, has come up 
‘with what this frothy, farcically 
| sophisticated comedy needs. 

Home, who also screenplayed, 
not only has allowed the spicier 
situations and dialog to stand, he 
has added to them. There are 
changes in plot, mostly for the bet- 
ter, although the main thread re- 
mains intact, and getting out of a 
single London flat setting unmis- 
takably has improved the action. 

“Debutante” is the story of Lon- 
don’s social “season,” 
bright and not-so-bright 17-year- 
olds make their debuts in society, 
carrying on at one deb’s ball after 
another. Harrison and Miss Ken- 
|dall, as newly married on screen 





{daughter (by a former marriage) 
\for a British visit that results in 
the girl's coming out socially. As 
|played by Sandra Dee, the teen- 
lager is bored with English stiffs 
|but falls madly for an American 
drummer (Saxon) who's tabbed 
with a most dubious reputation. 
| Mixed-up telephone calls, embar- 
|rassing situations and advanées— 
| both wanted and unwanted—fol- 
low with rapidity until finally the 
lad’s reputation is cleared and he 
inherits wealth and a title from a 
|recently deceased Italian uncle, be- 
sides. 

| Harrison is suavely disturbed as 
/the father, and he comes through 
|most admirably in his first film 
lrole since “My Fair Lady.” Miss 
| Dee proves to be a rather good ac- 
ltress wno maintains a lively char- 





a fine boyish charm to the pro- 
ceedings. But it’s really Miss Ken- 
dall’s picture, and she grabs it with 
'a single wink. She’s flighty and 
well-meaning, snobbish and lov- 
jable. And, with certain help from 
director Minnelli, she has created 
one of the best female comedy 
turns in years. 

Rounding out the cast, all with 
fine portrayals, are Angela Lans- 
bury, Peter Myers and Diane Clare. 

Joseph Ruttenberg’s photog- 
raphy catches the beautiful full- 
blown hues of Metrocolor, and A. J. 
d’Eaubonne’s art direction and 
Robert Christides’ set decoration 
are rich and colorful. Film editor 
Adrienne Fazan builds a busy 
mood with fine montages, 
dance music and arrangements by 
Eddie Warner are alternatingly 
smooth and jumping. Sound is at 
many times indistinct, with the 
sometimes heavy British accent 
bareiy understandable. Topping 
everything, as far as the female 
patrons will be concerned, un- 
doubtedly will be Pierre Balmain’s 
wardrobe creations for Miss Ken- 
dall, and the feathery frocks are 
sure to cause a stir. Ron, 





reluctant 


a time when | 


acter throughout, and Saxon lends | 


and . 


Jonas Ward, has Scott as a man 
more or less innocently involved 
in the problems of a frontier west- 
ern border town, as he is passing 
through to his home in Texas from 
making his stake in Mexico. He | 
befriends a young Mexican, Man- | 
uel Rojas, who kills the town bully. | 
The dead man was related by | 
blood to the local big shots and, 
Scott is thrown in jail with Rojas | 
for the shooting and both are. 
threatened with lynching. 

The plotting is tricky, with the 
local First Family divided among 
itself ~ J greed and lust for power. 
Scott plays one member off against 
another, until the final blow-off, | 
marked by a good gunfight dexter- 
ously handled by Boetticher with | 
suspense and realism, There is no 
romantic interest of any import- 
ance, although Rojas’ defense of 
his wronged wife is an implied 
one. lLang’s screenplay shows he 
krows the west, it is sharp with 
brutal, authentic frontier humor; a 
burial scene highlights this facet. 

Scott gives an understated per- |, 
formance as the pivotal figure, 
taciturnity relieved by humor and 
warmth. Craig Stevens is_ in- 
triguing as a man of mystery; 
Barry Kelley, Tol Avery and Pe- 
ter Whitney, particularly the lat- 
ter, make diverse and interesting 
villains; L. Q. Jones is picturesque 
as an off-beat gunman, and Rojas 
_handles his role with finesse. 
Others who contribute include 
Robert Anderson, Joe De Santis, 
William Leslie and Nacho Galindo. 

Lucien Ballard’s photography, in 
Columbia color, gives added inter- 
est to the story, and other tech- 
nical credits are good. Powe. | 


The Whole Truth 
(BRITISH) 





Glossy routine meller about | 


tossed 
Rea- 


red herrings adroitly 
around by useful cast. 
sonable prospects. 


London, July 29. 

Columbia release of a (Jack Clayton) 
Romulus production. Stars Stewart Gran- 
ger, Donna Reed, George Sanders, Gianna 
| Maria Canale. Directed by John Guiller- 
} min; ccresepeer, Jonathan Latimer from 
play by Philip Mackie; editor, Gerry Ham- 
bling; camera, Wilkie Cooper; i 
Mischa Spoliansky. At, Gaumont, London. 
Running time, 85 MINS. 
BOE POUR cc. ccccecce Stewart Granger | 
Carol Poulton ........... Donna Reed 
eee George Sanders 
| Gina Bertini ...... Gianna Maria Canale 
| Inspector Simon ... Michael Shillo 














, — 3a .» Richard Molinas | 
| Willy Reichel ...........- Peter Dyneley 
| Archer coceeceeooes John Van Eyssen 
| SOG EOD 52 cocéveces Philip Vickers 
| First Assistant ........ Jimmy Thompson 
| 

The most remarkable thing 


about “The Whole Truth” is that 
it has lured Stewart Granger away 
‘from his ranch and his open-air, 
hard-hitting adventure pix and 
persuaded him to don a tuxedo and 
smart lounge suits. Adapted from 
Philip Mackie’s stage and tv play, 
this is a cosy little meller with 
some suave dialog, a slightly con- 
fused plot and some straightfor- 
—F aying. The marquee names 
should insure it satisfactory book- 
ings on both sides of the Atlantic. 
| But it is a routine effort which is 
unlikely to create outstanding in- 
terest. | 

The yarn involves Granger as a) 
film producer who two-times his 
wife by having an affair with his 
temperamental star. When he 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|tires of the romance and wishes | worthy, and editing by Milton Car- 


|to return to his wife, the lady cuts 
|/up roughly. When she finishes up 
; very dead, with a knife in her back, 


Columbia release of a Harry Joe Brown | Senuity, 
| production. Stars Randolph Scott. Direc- | whether they are coming or going. 
r 


| Milton Carruth 


kaa Rickey Kelman 
Fireman seeeececceseress+ (S00 Oakie 
tt CE <:60pcnbees aeeunttece Himself 
[et POD os ccccscoesesess Himself 
Kermit Maynard .......ccscoess Himself 
PEED nbn ctctensneocepesdce Hiwself 


'some funny 


the murder of a film star, with | portant in this kind of production 


music, | 


' McGiver, 





Granger is not unnaturally under 
suspicion. George Sanders, the 


FILM REVIEWS 7 
The Fiend Who Walked 
The West 
(C’SCOPE) 


victim’s unscrupuleus husband and, 
predictably, the murderer, is a fur- 
|ther complication. What with 
| Granger's lying and Sanders’ in- 
the police don’t know 


Main interest in this minor item is 
the cat-and-dog duel between 
Granger and Sanders which both 
carry out with polish and profes- 
sional touch. 

Granger and Sanders can play 
such roles on their heads, and 
Donna Reed, as Granger's long- 
suffering wife, has little to do but 
look decorative. The most inter- 
esting piece of thesping comes from 
an elegant Italian actress, Gianna 
Maria Canale, who not only looks 
exciting but produces fireworks in 
the role of temperamental, pos- 
sessive film actress. Unfortunate- 
ly, as the victim, Miss Canale is 
rubbed out a shade too early. She 
only makes a brief reappearance in 
a gimmick ending as the tempera- | 
mental double. 

The stars are supported by a|} 
sound group of supporting players, | 
with Peter Dyneley, Philip Vickers 
and John Van Eyssen particularly 
on the ball. 

John Guillermin’s direction is 
brisk and brings out as much ten- 
sion as the story permits. Wilkie 
Cooper's lensing and Tony Masters’ 
artwork are both technically okay. 
Taut editing by Gerry Hambling | 
adds pace to a pic which owes | 
more to conversation than to ac- 
tion. Rich. 





Once Upon A Horse 
(C’SCOPE) 





A scatter-blast of laughs in 
this farce western. Introduces 
tv comics Dan Rowan and Dick 
Martin, 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Universal release ot Hal Kanter produc- 
tion. Stars Dan Rowan, Dick Martin, 
Martha Hyer, Leif Erickson, Nita Talbot; 
features James Gleason, John McGiver, 
Paul Anderson. Produced, written and di- 
rected by Hal Kanter; from a story by 
Henry Gregor Felsen; camera, Arthur E. 
Arling; music, Frank Skinner; editor, 
Previewcd at the New 
Hollywood, July . “Ss. 
Running time, 85 MINS. 
Dan Casey satueuens 
Doc Logan soe eeetewte 
Miss Amity Babb ......... 
Ey GE 4... .seccsecs Leif Erickson 
Miss Dovey Barnes ....... . Nita Talbot 
Postmaster James Gleason 





Fox Theatre, 


- Dan Rowan 
Dick Martin 
Martha Hyer 





Mr. Tharp ‘ John McGiver 
Blacksmith Sows - Paul Anderson 
Bruno de Gruen .. ..». David Burns 
Henry Dick Coryell ........... Dick Ryan 
Ben eons dnenees Max Baer 
Beulah’s Brother ........ Buddy Baer 
Milligan -.sseeeeeeese Steve Pendleton 
Engineer 






. Sydney Chatton 
. Sam Hearn 


Justice of the Peace 
h Ingrid Goude 


Beula 





A farce western that attempts to 
kid some of the stable-staples, 
“Once Upon A Horse” does not 
have a uniform gait, but it has 
lines and situations. 
The Universal presentation, pro- 
duced, directed and written by Hal 
Kanter, is a budget picture and in 
this class it will be a good bet for 
better than average. It is the pic- 
ture bow for Dan Rowan and Dick 
Martin, tv and night club come- 
dians. 

The story line is not very im- 





|because it serves chiefly as a 
|framework for gags, both visual 
land sound, with which Kanter 
plays for laughs. Rowan and Mar- 
tin are a couple of luckless :ow- | 
pokes, failing to make a living | 
whether they go straight or at- 
tempt a crooked path. } 

Rowan and Martin, an original | 
and distinctive air comedy team, | 
prove acceptable actors and occa- | 
sionally get going on some good | 
gags. There is an episodic quality | 
to the film, however, rather like a | 
series of sketches, that does not | 
allow them to build the jokes and | 
situations as they might have with 
a better knit screenplay. 

Kanter is one of the few direc- | 
tors to use trick effects these days | 
for comedy and it pays off in | 
laughs, although some of the lines 
occasionally get a little tradey. 

Martha Hyer and Nita Talbot) 
supply the feminine allure, Leif 
Erickson does a very consciously 
heavy heavy, and the large sup- 
porting cast boasts some interest- | 
ing names, James Gleason, tend 








Paul Anderson, David 
Burns, Max and Buddy Baer and | 
Dick Ryan. Kanter has also round- 
ed up some noted film western 
stars, Tom Keene, Bob Livingston, 
Kermit Maynard and Bob Steele, | 
for a burlesque posse chase. 
Technical credits, notably Ar- 
thur E. Arling’s photography, 
handsome art direction by Alex- 
ander Golitzen and Robert Clat- 


ruth and sound by Leslie I. Carey 
and Corson Jowett, are all .excel- 
lent, Powe. 








Stock Western with “horror” 
angles. Robert Evans as sad- 
istic killer. Should cash in on 
exploitation angles. 


20:h-Fox release of Herbert B. Swope 
Jr. production. Stars Hugh O’Brien, Rob- 
ert Evans; features Dolores Michaels, 
Linda Cristal, Stephen McNally, Edward 
Andrews, Ron Ely, Ken Scott, Emile 
Mayer, Gregory Morton, Shari Lee Ber- 


nath. Directed by Gordon Douglas; script, 
Harry Brown and Philip Yordan, based 
on screenplay by Ben Hecht and Charles 
Lederar; from story by Eleazar Lipsky; 
camera, Joe MacDonald; music, Leon 
Kiatzkin; editor, Hugh S. Fowler, Pre- 
viewed in N.Y., Aug. 4, ‘58. Running time, 
101 MINS. 

Hardy Hugh O'Brian 


Felix Griffin ..... re oe Robert Evans 
OO er Dolores Michaels 
Fllen Hardy Linda Cristal 


DE? ©. i cebeategees Stephen McNally 
Judge Parker ........ Edward Andrews 
Dyer Jenweesres Ron Ely 
PE Skaueserveceeds Ken Scott 
AMROE wisccccccecsecs Emile Meyer 
GRBD cccccveccsvevess Gregory Morton 
Janie Shari Lee Bernath 

When, back in 1947, 20th-Fox 


made “Kiss of Death,” the role of 
the maniacal killer helped estab- 
lish Richard Widmark. Now 20th 
comes along 11 years later with a 
remake of the same yarn in a west- 
err setting, starring Robert Evans 
and supported by a crafty cam- 
paign pitching the “horror West- 
ern” angle. “The Fiend Who 
Walked the West” (formerly 
“Quick Draw”) isn't, in reality, as 
“shocking” as the campaign makes 
it out to be, though it does pack 
quite a wallo; in several of its 
more sadistic scenes. 


Picture comes pretty close to 
being a routine action western, 
which doesn’t take itself or its 
piincipals very seriously. In fact, 


there are moments when it appears 
that director Gordon Douglas is 
striving for tongue-in-cheek effects 
as the mad killer leers and sneers 
at his intended victims. Only the 
very gullible or the very young 
will take the story at face value. 
It has two distinct plus values: 
One is the presence of Hugh 
O'Brian, well established via the 
tv series “Wyatt Earp.” The other 
are the exploitation values which 
are being pounded home by 20th 
and which automatically transform 
this into a “horror” western in 
which villain Evans feeds grourd 
glass to one of his victims, breaks 


a girl's neck, shoots an arrow 
through an oid lady, scares a 
pregnant woman into a _ miscar- 


riage, mistreats his girl friend and 
finally meets his just deserts at the 
hands of O'Brian, himself a con- 
vict and cellmate of Evans. 

There isn't much rhyme or rea- 
son to the whole thing, though it 
does allow Evans to emerge as 
one of the most vicious, cold- 
biodded killers to hit the screen 
for some time. He does a very 
creditable job within the confines 
of the script, this being only his 
third screen role. Though he's 
given some pretty impossible lines 
to say, Evans does carry off the 
impression of the psychopath and 
proves himself a capable actor. 

O'Brian has a he-man quality 
that comes through. In the final 
scenes, when he provokes Evans, 
who hates to be touched (it’s never 
explained how he got to be that 
way), the television personality 
uveracts to the point of comedy. 

Dolores Michaels is long-suffer- 
ing and pretty as Evans’ much- 
abused gal, and Linda Cristal plays 
O’Brian’s equally long - suffering 
wife. Stephen MeNally is quietly 
efficient as the sheriff. Edward 
Andrews is okay as Judge Parker. 

Harry Brown and Philip Yordan 
fashioned the screenplay, which is 
just barely adequate. It’s based 
on the 1946 Ben Hecht-Charles 
Lederer script. Douglas’ direction 
is routine, though there are a 
couple of well-staged fights. Joe 
MacDonald's lensing in black-and- 
white CinemaScope has moments 
of imagination. Leon Klatzkin 
wrote the proper score for a 
“horror” film. 

Since audiences apparently can 
be “shocked” into seeing films like 
this, “Fiend” stands to make a 
mint for exhibitors. It’s not a good 
picture by any- stretch of the 
imagination, but producer Herbert 
B. Swope Jr. has provided it with 
the “handles” that make for effec- 
tive exploitation. Whether films 
like this contribute to the rising 
juvenile delinquency graph, or 
whether they're accepted for what 
they are, only time can es 

ift. 


Cincy Tent’s Charity Golf 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5 

Annual golf round-up of Variety 
Club, Tent 3, set for Aug. 18 at 
Summit Hills Country Club, has a 
$30,000 goal for support of the 
club’s Opportunity Workshop for 
Mentally Handicapped 

William Onie, chief barker, said 
proceeds will go toward eventual 
building of a $75,000 wing to the 
project. 
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Heat Wilts L.A.; ‘Parisienne’ Hefty 
166, 2 Spots; Bravados’ Strong 206, 


4 ‘Leve’ 116, 3; 


‘Tndiscreet’ Big 316 


s 





Los Angeles, Aug. 5. + 


Film grosses, rising tempera- 
tures and outdoor attractions are 
being reflected in L. A. first-runs 
falling off at wickets this week. 
However, the over-all picture is 
firm with an estimated $219,600 in 
sight. “La Parisienne” shapes as 
top newcomer omside of multiple 
runs. It is heading for a hefty 
$16,000 or near in two spots. 


“Bravados” at nine nabes and) 


eight ozoners is looking for a 
healthy.$125,000. It is rated strong 
$20,000 in four first-runs where on 
initial multiple-run. “A Time To 
Love” looks mild $55,000 in six 
nabes and eight drive-ins. It’s mild 
$11,000 in 3 first-runs. 
“Indiscreet” shapes big $31,000 
in three houses, third week. “Imi- 
tation General” is rated okay $11,- 
000 in second round at Pantages. 
Hard-ticket pix are higher to 
=. with “Around World in 80 
ays’ champ longrunner. It is 
rated smash in 85th session at 
Carthay. “South Pacific” is a bit 
ahead of last week with boffo tak- 
ings in 11th stanza at Egyptian. 
Estimates for This Week 
Hillstreet, Hawaii, Fox Wilshire 
(RKO-G&S-FWC) (2,752; 1,106; 
2.296; 90-$1.50\—“A Time to Love” 
(U) and “Wild Heritage” (U). Mild 
11,000. Last week, Hillstreet with 
ew Fox, Uptown, Loyola, “Light 
in Forest” (BV), “Return to War- 
bow” (Col) (Ist wk), $18,300. Ha- 
waii with State, Ritz, “Rock-A-Bye 
Baby” (Par), “Country Music Holi- 
day” (Par) (State, Hawaii), “God- 
ess” (Col) (Ritz (2d wk), $10,300. 
Fox Wilshire with Vogue, “Proud 
ebel” (BV) (2d wk), $4,000. 
State, Four Star ‘UATC) (2,404; 
868; 90-$1.50) — “La Parisienne” 
(UA), Hefty $16,000 or close. Last 
week, Four Star, “Julius Caesar” 


(MG) (Reissue) (3d wk, 5 days), 
$1,200. 

Los Angeles, New Fox, 
Loyola ‘FWC) (2,097; 765: 1,320; 
1,298; 90-$1.50)—-“Bravados” (20th) 
(ist multiple run) and “Desert 


Hell” (20th). Strong $20,000. Last 
week, Los Angeles, “The Fly” 
(20th) (2d wk), $5,100. 
Pantages (RKO) (2,815; 90-$1.50) 
—"‘Imitation General” (M-G) (2d 
(Continued on page 10) 


Fly’ Fast $18,000, D.C.; 
‘Vikings’ Big 126, 5th, 
‘Sgts.’ Whopping $14,000 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
It's a dull stanza along main 
gtem, with only one new entry and 
most longruns tapering off. “The 
Fly,” sole newcomer, shapes dandy 
at the Capitol. “God Created 
Woman” is slowing down in 39th 
week at the Plaza being hurt by 
rrival of new Bardot pic, “La 
Parisienne,” at two art houses. 
‘The Vikings” is showing normal 
downtrend in fifth session at RKO 
Keith's, “Bridge on River Kwai” 
is pleasing in 21st week at Trans- 
ux. “No Time For Sergeants” 
shapes solid in fifth round at two 
houses. “Gigi” still is big league 
in sixth week at Columbia. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador - Metropolitan (SW) 
(1,490; 1,000; 90-$1.25\—"“No Time 
for Sergeants” (WB) (5th wk). 
Solid $14,000. Last week, $18,000. 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 90-$1.25) 





—‘The Fiy” (20th). Big $18,000. 
Stays, Last week, “Badlanders” 
(M-G), $16,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (904; $1.26— 


$2.50)—"'Gigi (M-G) (6th wk) Stays 
right up there with sock $14,000 
for second consecutive week. Stays. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 90-$1.25) 
"The Vikings’ (UA) (5th wk). 
Big $12,0000 or near Last week, 
$15,000. Holds. 

Palace (Loew) (2(390 90-$1.25— 
“Kings Go Forth” )UA) (5th wk). 
) te. $9,500 after $11,000 — in 


ourth. 

Plaza (T-L) (276; 90-$1.50) — 
“God Created Woman” (Kings) 
Down to $2,000 after 


(39th wk) 
$2,500. Continues. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; $1.25- 
2.50)—"Bridge on River Kwai” 
Col) (2lst wk). Pleasing $6,500 
after $7,000. Stays. 
Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,300; 
$1.20—I2.50)—“Search for Para- 
dise” (Cinerama) (31st wk). New 
tourist wave helping hold at fine 


Ritz, | *22 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

, eer $552,800 
(Based on 22 theatres) 

Last Year 
(Based on 23 theatres) 











Pan’ Good $23,000, 
Det.; ‘Key’ 166, 2d 


Detroit, Aug. 5. 

The hard core of downtown biz 
is being held by the longrun pix 
currently. “Search for Paradise,” 
in 26th week at Music Hall and 
“South Pacific” at the United Art- 
ists continue to draw at premium 
prices. City is mainly holdover 
and longrun. “Night Heaven Fell” 
at Trans-Lux Krim is great in sec- 
ond week. “Peter Pan,” on reis- 
|sue, looms good in first round at 
the Michigan. “The Key” shapes 
big in second session at the Palms. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox ((Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1.25- 
$1.50)——“‘Naked Earth” (20th) and 
“Sierra Baron” (20th). Fair $15,- 
000. Last week, “Rock-A-Bye 
Baby” (Par) and “God Is Partner’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
$1.25-$1.50)\—“Peter Pan” (BV) (re- 
issue) and “Snowfire” (AA). Good 
$23,000. Last week, “King Creole” 
Me “Going Steady” (Par), 
Palms (UD) (2,961; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“The Key” (Col) and “Last of Fast 
Guns” (U) (2d wk). Big $16,000 
Last week, $17,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.50) 
—“A Time to Love” (U) (3d “wk). 
Sock $12,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Broadway - Capitol (UD) (3,500; 
90-$1.25)—“Wild Heritage” (U) and 
“Adam and Eve” (Indie). Starts 
today (Tues.). Last week, “Attack 


uo 





$3)—“South Pacific” (20th) (17th 


, wk). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
$14,200. | 

| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1.25- 
| $2.75)—"Gigi’” (M-G) (6th wk). | 


| Sturdy $9,000. Last week, $9.500. 


Music Hall (SW-Cineram a) 
(1,205; $1.20-$2.65)—“‘Search for 
Paradise’ (Cinerama) (26th wk). 


Big $14,300. Last week, $14,500. 

Trans-Lux Krim_ (Trans-Lux) 
(1,000; 90-$1.65)—"“Night Heaven 
Fell” (Kings). Wow $10,000. Last 
week, $15,000. 


of Puppet People” (AI) and “War | 
of Colossal Beast” (AI), okay $11,- | 
00 


United Artists (UA) (1,667; $1.25- | 


‘LIGHT’ ROUSING 126, 
ST. L; ‘INDISCREET’ 186 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 

Holdovers continue to dominate 
the first-run biz this week, with 
‘only two new bills to help. How- 
| ever, “Indiscreet” at the Fox looks 
| big. “Light in Forest” at the Or- 
pheum shapes great. Still holding 
| steady are “The Vikings” in fifth 
frame at Loew’s, “The Fly” in a 
second stanza at the St. Louis and 
“South Pacific” in its 16th week at 
the Pageant, “Night Heaven Fell” 
is nice in third round in two 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Arthur) (5,000; 75-90)—“In- 
discreet” (WB) and “Case Against 
Brooklyn” (Col). Big $18,000. Last 
week, “No Time for Sergeants” 
(WB) and “Violent «Road” (WB) 
| (4th wk), $14,000. 
| Loew's (Loew) (3,200; 60-90 — 
“The Vikings” (5th wk). Nice 
$8,000. Last week, $9,500. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (1.900; 60-90)— 
| “Light in Forest” (BV). Great $12,- 
|000 or near. Last week, “Kings Go 
Forth” (UA) (5th wk), $6,600. 





Pageant (Arthur) (1,000; $1.80- 
1$2.25) — “South Pacific” (20th) 
116th wk), 


| week, ditto. 

Richmond (Arthur) (1,000; $1.25) 
|—“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) (3d 
| wk). Neat $1,200. Last week, $1,600. 
| "St. Louis (Arthur) (3,800; 60-75) 
|_ “The Fly” (20th) and “Space 
| Master X-7 (20th) (2d wk). Fancy 
| $15,000. Last week, $18,000. 
| Shady Oak (Arthur) (560; $1.25) 
| “Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) (3d 
| wk). Big $1,600, Last week, $2,200. 


‘Kings’ Hefty $10,000 In 





-—Indpls; Love’ Neat 746, sl ssn S000 ster 8 
‘Sgts.’ Virile 76, 6 [uaa cans 


| Indianapolis, Aug. 5. 
Biz is moderate at many first- 
|runs this stanza, almost daily rains 
|cutting down trade. But “Kings 
Go Forth” looms stout at Loew’s, 
|}and may hold. “Attack of 50-Foot 
| Woman” is doing only fair at the 
Indiana. “A Time to Love” is 


Puppet’ Proud $22,000, Hub; ‘Love’ 
116, Tndiscreet Torrid 126, 4th 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,454,400 
(Based on 21 cities and 229 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 





"> eee $2,934,500 
(Based on 22 cities and 253 
theatres.) 


‘General’ Lively 
$11,000 in L ville 


Town's sole new film, “Imitation 
|General,” is racking up a nice if 








Time for Sergeants” at the Mary 
Anderson shapes torrid. “South 
| Pacific,’ in 13th week at 
|Brown, is bettering the mark of 
|12th round. “Night Heaven Fell” 
| looks lofty in second stanza at the 
Kentucky. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Brown (Fourth Ave.)-—(1,200; 
| $1.25-$2)—“‘South Pacific” (20th) 
(13th wk). Bouncing back to strong 
$9,000 after 12th week’s $8,500. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 50-85)— | 


“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) (2d 
|wk). Brigitte Bardot fans still go- 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000: 

Time for Ser 
eants” (WB) (5th wk). Virile 
1$8,000 after last week’s $10,000. 
| Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 60- 
|85)—“Light In Forest” (BV) (2d 


| wk). Fine $8,000 after last week's 


90)\—“Imitation General” (M-G). 


the | 


United Artists (UA) (3,000; 60-| 


- Boston, Aug. 5. 


Biz is okay at downtown delux- 
ers albeit there is a dearth of new 
product. Holdovers predominate 
and are attracting big influx of 
tourists to the wickets. Only two 
new entries this week. “Attack of 
Puppet People” at the Fenway and 
Paramount combo is _ hotsy. 
“Haunted Strangler” is slick at 
Trans-Lux. 

“Indiscreet” leads the big hold- 
overs in fourth at the Astor with a 
smash session. “Key” is still do- 
ing good at two houses in third 
round. “Time To Love” is just 
okay at the Memorial in second 
frame. “Vikings” is still good in 
fifth at the Orpheum; likewise 
“Kings Go Forth” in sixth week at 
|the State. “Rock-A-Bye Baby” is 
way off to a dull third round at 
Met. “South Pacific” is standing 
|up strongly at the Saxon in 17th 
| week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,372; 75-$1.50)— 





Lively $8,000. Last |not big take at United Artists. “No | “Indiscreet” (WB) (4th wk). Hotsy 


/$12,000. Last week, $15,000. 
| Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; 90-$1.50) 


—‘“Key” (Col) (3d wk). Good 
| $9,000. Last week, $12,000. 
Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354: 


| $1.25-$2.65)—“Search for Paradise” 
\(Cinerama) (37th wk). Neat $13,- 
1000 . Last week, $14,000. 
| Capri (Satk) (990; 90-$1)—"Key” 
| (Col) (3d wk). Oke $6,500. Last 
| week, $8,500. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 75-$1.25)— 
| “Rooney” (Rank) (2d wk). Second 
week started Sunday (3). First 
week was slick $7,500. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10)— 


|“Attack of Puppet People” (AI) 


»}and “War of Colossal Beast” (Al), 


|Big $7,000. Last 
(20th) and X-7" 
(20th), $7,500. 

Gary (Sack) (1,340; 90-$1.75)—~ 
“La Parisienne’ (UA) (2d wk). 
— $15,000. Last week, $18,- 


week, 


“Fly” 
“Spacemaster 


Kenmore (indie) (700; 75-$1.25) 
—"Golden Age of Comedy” (DCA) 


| rated nice at Circle. “No Time For Likely fine $11,000, and will hold. | and “Silken Affair” (DCA) (2d wk), 


Sergeants,” in sixth week at 
| Keith's, and “South Pacific,” in 
{15th at Lyric, still are running 
| strong. 

Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 75- 
|90)\—“Time to Love” (U). Nice 
' $7,500. Last -veek, “Light in For- 
lest” (BV) and “Alaskan Sled Dog” 
| (Indie) (2d wk), $6,000. 
| [Indiana (‘C-D), (3,200; 75-90)— 
“Attack of 50-foot Woman” (AA) 
| and “War of Satellites” (AA). Fair 


eler” (BV). $7,500. 
Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 75-90)—“No 


$9,000. Last week, “Tom Sawyer” | biz 
(BV) (reissue) and “Missouri Trav- | Midland, one of leaders. Compara- | week, 


|Last week, “High School Con- 
| fidential” (M-G) and “Cry Terror” 
(M-G), $9,500. 


Heavy Rains Bop K.C.; 
Twilight’ Okay $11,000, 
‘General’ Gusty $8,500 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 


Moderate is the word for new 
biz, with “Imitation General” at 








| tively as strong is “Twilight for 


| Gods,” okay in three houses. “No 


| Fine $11,000. Last week, $13,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-$1.10) 
|_—“Time to Love” (U) and “Ore- 
gon Passage” (AA) (2d wk). Oke 
$11,000 or near. Last week, $16,- 


000 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 70- 
| $1.10\—“Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par) 
‘and “Colossus of New York” (Par) 


| (3d wk). Dull $8,000. Last week, 
| $12,000. 
Paramount (NET) (2.357; 70- 


| $1.10)—“Attack of Puppet People” 
\(AT) and “War of the Colossal 
Beast” (AI). Wham $15,000. Last 
“Fly” (20th) and “Space- 
| master X-7” (20th), same. 

Saxon (Sack) (1,000; $1.50-$3.30) 


‘Time For Sergeants” (WB) (6th|Time for Sergeants” at Roxy in|—“South Pacific” (20th) (17th wk). 


wk). Sturdy $7,000. 
$8,500. 


Loew’s (Loew) (2.427; 75-90)— 
} “King’s Go Forth” (UA) and “Out- 


Last week, 


jlaw’s Son” (UA). Hefty $10,000. 
Last week, “Imitation General” 
(M-G) and “Cry Terror” (M-G), 
$8,000. 


Lyrie (C-D) (850; $1.20-$2.20)— | 


'“South Pacific’ (20th) (15th wk). 
| Big $10,000. Last week, $11,000. 





Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Three of fresh entries, “Indis- 
creet,” “Light in Forest” and “La 
| Parisienne,” stack up as especially 
meritorious, especially the last 
|named pic. For a change holdovers 
‘are in much of a minority, being 
jrestricted to “Search for Paradise,” 
“South Pacific’ and “No Time for 
Sergeants,” in their 23d, sixth and 
third weeks, respectvely. Every 
one of them is a blockbuster. 

Estimates for This Week 

Academy (Mann) (947; $1.50- 
$2.65)—“South Pacific” (20th) (6th 
wk). This film’s run appears just 
in its infancy. Dandy $13,500. Last 
week, $12,000. _ 

Century (SW-Cinerama) (1.150: 
$1.75-$2.65) — “Search for Para- 
dise” (Cinerama) (23d wk). In its 
fifth month and still clicking nice- 
ly. Great $14,500. Last week, 
$14,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-90)— 
“Naked Earth” (20th) and “Desert 
Hell” (20th). Tepid $3,000. Last 
week, “Time To Love” (U) (3d wk), 





10,000 after $11,000 last week. | $3,500 


olding on. 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25— 
lenge Pacific” (20th) (18th 
wk). 


Hep $10,000. Last week, $11,- | $4 


Lyric 


(Par) (1,000; 85-90) — 
“Colossus of N. Y.” (Par) and 
“Space Children” (Par). Fair 


Last week, 


000. “Gunman’s 
Walk” (Col), $5,500. 





Parisienne’ Lusty $8,000 in Mpls.; 
Forest’ Light 76, ‘Indiscreet’ 136 fete ae 


| Radio City:(Par) (4,100; 90-$1.25) 
|—‘‘Indiscreet’” (WB). Another ad- 
| vanced admission pic but not slow- 
ling the wickets. 
|hands for this one. Tall $13,000, 
| but more was expected. Last week, 
|“The Key” (Col) (2d wk), $6,000. 

RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2.900; 90- 
|$1.25)—"“No Time for Sergeants” 
|(WB) (3d wk). Likely to take its 
|place among year’s giant grossers 
|here. Terrific $12,000. Last week, 
| $13,000. Stays on. 

RKO Pan (RKO) (1.800: 75-90)— 
“Wells Fargo” (Par) and “Forest 
Rangers” (Par) (reissues). 
'$3,000. Last week, “Attack 50-Ft. 
| Woman” (AA) and “War of Satel- 
|lites”’ (AA), $4,500. 

State (Par) (2,200; 85-90)—“Light 
in Forest” (BV). “Paul Bunyan” 
cartoon short, based on a Minne- 
| sota legend, also played up in ads. 
Okay $7,000. Last week, “Rock-A- 
| Bye Baby” (Par) (2d wk), $6,500. 

Suburban World (Mann) (800; 
85)—"“Summer Winds Blow” (In- 
die). Modest $2,000 looms. 
week, “Blue Murder St. Trinians” 
(Cont) (3d wk), $1,600. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“La_ Parisienne’ (UA), Brigitte 
Bardot top name b.o. star here. 
Huge $8,000 shapes up. Last week, 
“Razzia” (Indie), $3,500, 








Praise on all} 


Light | $7.0! 


fifth and “Indiscreet” at Para- 
mount both are strong longruns. 
Record rainstorm July 30 blotted 
out two drive-ins and dampened 
all other theatre biz as climax of 
a super wet season. 
Estimates for This Week 

Crest Drive-in, Riverside Drive- 
in, Regent (Commonwealth) (1,000 
cars; 1,000 cars; 540; 60-85)—Cur- 
rent week on _ subsequent-runs. 
Last week, “Camp on_ Blood 
Island” (Col) and “Snorkel” (Col) 
plus “Apache Territory” (Col) (2d 
run), fancy $17,000, biggest of 
summer here. 





Glen, Dickinson, Shawnee Drive- | 


(Dickinson) 


90)—“‘Snowfire” (AA) and “Littlest 
Hobo” (AA) plus “At Gunpoint” 
(AA) (2d run), Medium $8,500. Last 
week, “I Bury Living” (UA) and 
“Wink of Eye” (UA) plus “The 
Peacemaker” (UA) (2d run) $8,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 90-$1.25) 
—"God Created Woman” (Kings) 
(26th wk). Still Solid at $1,700. 
Last week, $1,800. 

Midland (Loew) (3,500; 75-90)— 
“Imitation General’ (M-G) and 
“Handle with Care’ (M-G). Good 
$8,500, and may hold. Last week, 
“Law and Jake Wade” (M-G) and 
“Tarzan’s Fight for Life’ (M-G), 


,000. ‘ 
Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194: 
$1.25-$2) — “Search for Paradise” 
(Cinerama) (15th wk). Holding at 
strong $11,000. Last week, same. 
Paramount (UP) (1,900; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Indiscreet” (WB) (3d wk). Okay 
$7,000, for unusually long run 
here. Last week, $9,000. 
Roxy (Durwood) (879: 90)—‘‘No 
Time for Sergeants” (WB) (5th 
=. Swift $6,500; holds, Last week, 


Last | $8,000 


Uptown, Fairway, Granada (Fox 
Midwest) (2,043; 700; 1,217; 75-90) 
— “Twilight for Gods” (U) and 
“Desert Hell” (20th), Oke $11,000 
for 3-house combo. Last week, 
“Light in Forest” (BV) and “Wild 
@ Heritage” (U), $15,000, 





| Stout $17,500. Last week, $19,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (730; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Haunted Strangler” (M-G) and 
\“Fiend Without Face” (M-G), 
|Snappy $4,000. Last week, “Con- 
fessions of Felix Krull” (DCA) and 
“Bermuda Affair” (Indie), ditto. 

Pilgrim (NET) (1,000; 60-$1.10)— 
| “King Creole” (Par) and “Danger- 
ous Youth” (WB) (second runs). 
| Oke $4,000. Last week, “Voice in 
| Mirror” (U) and “Wild Heritage” 
(U), $5,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 90- 
$1.50)—“Vikings” (UA) (5th wk). 
| Good $10,000. Last week, $12,500. 
State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.25\— 
|“Kings Go Forth” (UA) (6th wk). 
| Oke $4,500. Last week, $6,500. 


‘ ’ 
‘SAWYER’ SNAPPY 66, 
e § > C1 
OMAHA; ‘KEY’ 636, 2D 
Omaha, Aug. 5. 

With only one new entry, biz 
}at downtown first-runs is falling 
|off this stanza. The newcomer is 
“Adventure of Tom Sawyer” at the 
| Omaha, which is boff in the after- 
noons and just fair at nights. 
“Key” is best of holdovers, being 
rated hep at the Orpheum, on sec- 
jond session. “Light in Forest” 
| looms fair at the State in second. 
| “Vikings” is a bit offish_in fourth 
jround at the Brandeis, and will 
bow out. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 90-$1.25) 
—"Vikings” (UA) (4th wk), Soft 
$2,500. Last week, $3,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75-90) 
—“Adventures of Tom Sawyer’ 
(NTA). Nice $6,000. Last week, 
“No Time for Sergeants” (WB) (4th 
wk), $5,000 at 90-$1.25 scale. _ 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 75- 
90)—“Key” (Col) (2d wk). Hot 
$6,500. Last week, $7,000. 

State (Cooper) (850; 75-90)— 
“Light in Forest” (BV) (2d wk). 
Barely okay $4,500 after $8,000 
debut, 
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Chi Loop Leans on 


Oldies; ‘Creole’ 


Light 226, ‘Matchmaker’ Record 246, 
Parisienne’ Bef 146, ‘Twilight’ 186 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
N. Y. Yankee double-header, hot 
weather plus American Legion pa- 
rade are hurting first-run biz in 
many spots this round in the Loop. 
Preem session of “King Creole” at 


the Chicago looks light $22,000 
while “‘Matchmaker” may hit a 
record $24,000 in first frame at 


the Esquire. 

Oriental’s second stanza of “Twi- 
light for Gods” shapes good. “La 
Parisienne” is headed for a great 
second round at the Loop. “High 
School Confidential” should notch 
a fine second Woods round. 

“God Created Woman” is hotsy 
in World third. 
in fifth frame at Roosevelt, “Gar- 
rick’s fifth session of “Peter Pan” 
and “Snowfire” looks nice. “Kings 
Go Forth” is rated hep in sixth at 
the United Artists. “Vikings” is 
strong in seventh at State-Lake. 

Of the hard-ticket pix, “Gigi’’ 
is satisfactory in fourth Harris 
stanza while “Windjammer” con- 
tinues mild in sixth week at the 
Opera House. “Search for Para- 
dise” is steady in 16th Palace week, 
with “South Pacific’ remaining 
stout through 19th McVickers ses- 
sion. “Around World” holds great 
at Todd's Cinestage in 70th week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capri (Dowd) (585; $1.25-$1.50)— 


“Mitsou” (Zenith). Neat $4,500. 
Last week, “Nana” (Times) (4th 
wk), $3,600. 


Carnegie (Telem’t) (485; $1.25)— 
“Ship Was Loaded” (Indie) and 
“Virtuous Scoundrel” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Fast $4,000. Last week, 
$4.500 

Chicago (‘B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80) 
—King Creole” (Par). Mild $22,- 
000. Last week, “Rock-A-Bye 
Baby” (Par) (2d wk), $19,000. 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,350; 
$1.50)\—“The Matchmaker” (Par). 
Giant $24,000. Last week, “Stage 
Struck” (BV) (2d wk), $9,000. 
“Matchmaker” will set a new high 
if it gets this total. 

Garrick (‘B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 

(Continued on page 10) 


Holiday Clips Toronto; 
‘Feeling’ Okay $12,000, 


‘igi’ 
Toronto, Aug. 5. 


With practically nobody in town 
over the long annual Civic Holiday 
(4) weekend, biz is down drastic- 
ally. Newcomers and holdovers are 
showing a sharp drop, and will 
until customers get batk in town. 





“The Key” is sock | 


a 
v 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; ie., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
a the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


‘Indiscreet’ Wow 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Launching of some new, strong 
product here this stanza is helping 
what might have been a _ If{ght- 
| weight boxoffice picture. “Indis- 
| creet” is way out in front with a 
| great take at the Stanley. “The 
Fly” is another ry | entry with 
enough to warrant a holdover. “In- 
discreet” also appears set to hold. 
“Peter Pan” is doing very well for 
an oldie though the nights are on 
| the weak side. “Twilight For Gods” 
jis quite mild in second round at 





$19,000, Pitt Ace 


‘Love’ Okay $14,000 In 
Frisco; ‘Baby’ Fat 156 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 
New product is proving little 
help to biz here currently and some 
of holdovers are starting to slip. 
Net result is a very spotty lineup 
in the present session. “Time To 
Love” shapes okay at Golden Gate 
as does “Law and Jake Wade” at 
Warfield. “Rock-A-Bye Baby” is Despite the launching of two 
only fairly good at Paramount. new, strong pictures, Broadway 
“La Parisienne” is rated good in first-run business is suffering from 
second United Artists session. the heat this stanza. Any number 
“Around World in 80 Days” con- of the longrun pix appear to have 
tinues to amaze with sizeable biz been overly-extended, and are re- 
in 84th week at Coronet. flecting it at the wickets. Even 
Estimates for This Week |some of the hard-ticket films are 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; $1.25) | suffering from tae summer dog 
“Time To Love” (U) and “I Married | days. 
A Woman” (U). Okay $14,000 or “A Ceriain Smile,” newcomer at 
near. Last week, “Vikings” (UA) the Paramount, is heading for a 
(Sth wk), $9,500. | big $45,000 opening session. “La 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— | Parisienne” also is doing great, 


‘Smile’ Large 456; 





“Adventures Tom Sawyer” (Par) | being smash $29,000 or close at the | 


and “Tammy and the Bachelor” | Victoria. It may hit a mighty $21,- 
(U) (reissues). Fair $10,500. Last 000 at the Plaza, where day-dating, 
week, “Light In Forest” (BV) and/or near the house record there. 
“Wolf Dog” (20th), $11,500. Continuing very big is “Indis- 
Warfield (Loew) (2,656; .90-$1.25) ,creet” plus stageshow with $150,- 
— “Law and Jake Wade” (M-G) | 000 in prospect for current (6th) 
and “Tarzan’s Fight For Life” | week at the Music Hall. Pic is 
(M-G). Okay*$12,000. Last week, holding a seventh, and possibly 
“Imitation General” (M-G) (4th | longer. “South Seas Adventure is 
wk), $6,500. | holding close to capacity with $42,- 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; .90-$1.25) 500 in second round at the Warner. 
— “Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par) and| “Kings Go Forth” shapes a good 
“Colossus of New York” (Par), | $20,500 in a six-day fifth week at 
Fairly good $15,000 or close. Last|the Capitol, where Naked and 
week, “Gunman’s Walk” (Col) and | Dead” preems today (Wed.). “Rock- 
“Case Against Brooklyn” (Col),| A-Bye Baby” is off to a good $21,- 
$13,000. /000 or close in second stanza at 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1.25-| the State. “The Key” looks to get 
$1.50)—"“Key” (Col) (3d wk). Oke | a nice $13,500 in fifth round at the 
$9,000. Last week, $12,000. | Odeon. It is excellent $7,000 or 
Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458; | near in like week at the Fine Arts. 
$1.75-$2.65) —“‘Search For Para-| “Time To Love” is down to about 
dise” (Cinerama) (21st wk). Dandy | $9,000 on fourth round at the May- 
$16,000. Last week, $18,000. | fair where “Twilight For the Gods 


Heat, Longruns Slough B'way Albeit 


Parisienne Socko 


$501,000, 2 Spots, ‘Indiscreet’ Hot 1506 


| (3) was lively $6,200. Second week, 
| $8,700. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fcllers) (6,200; 90-$2.75) — “Indis- 
creet” (WB) with stageshow (6th 
| wk). This stanza ending today 
| (Wed.) looks to hit great $150,000. 
| Fitth was $162,000, amazing for 
this time of year and length of run. 
|Holds a seventh, and possibly 
longer. 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—"Around World” (UA) (95th wk), 
The 94th round finished yesterday 
(Tues.) was amazing $32,500 for 14 
shows. The 93d week, $32,200. 

Royale (Loew) (934; $1.50-$3)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (12th wk). The Lith 
week ended last Saturday (2) was 
capacity $19,300. The 10th stanza, 
the same. 

Plaza (Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (2d wk). 
Initial session ended yesterday 
(Tues.) was mighty $21,000. Last 
week, reissues. 

Roxy (‘Nat’l. Th.) (2,710; $1.75- 
$3.50)—"“Windjammer” (NT) (17th 
wk). This round winding up toda 
(Wed.) is heading for mild $26,000. 
The 16th week was $27,000. Does 
not look to be around much longer 
at this rate. 

State (Loew) (3,450; 50-$1.75)— 
“Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par) (3d wk), 
Second stanza ended yesterda 
(lues.) slipped to good $21,000, 
First week, $30,500. 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 


|}opens today (Wed.). 


.90-$1.25) — “La Parisienne” (UA) 
(2d wk). Good $8,000 or close. 
Last week, $11,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25- 
$3.00) — “Gigi” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Great $12,200. Last week, $12,400. 


| Fulton. Nabe arty houses are doin 

| well with “Night Heaven Fell” an 

| “Golden Age of Comedy.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 80-$1.25)— 

|“Twilight for Gods” (U) (2d wk). 


| Windi i. t : 000. Presidio (Hardy-Parsons) (774: 
| week. c6.00p, Sat 94000. Last | 5,35 -$1.50) — “Geddes” (Col) 
| Guild (Green) (500; 99-$1.25)— | (34 wk). 


$3,800. 


“Golden A (DCA) 
Neen a eee eA) I Canes O88, Thectren) (204: $1.25) 


(3d wk), Still doing very well at 





$2.100 -——“Blue Murder At St. Trinian’s” 
Harris (Harris) (2,165; 80-$1.25) | (Cont) (2d wk). Big $4,700. Last 
— “The Fly” (20th). Got away | Week, $5,000. 


_strongly and looks big $12,000. Last | ,Coromet (United California) 
aaa “The Key” OST (3d = | ‘1,250; $1.50-$3.75) — “Around 


Good $3,000. Last week, 


helped by sneak preview to $6,500. | World In 80 Days” (UA) (84th wk). | 


“Vikings,” now playing only at 
‘the Astor, zoomed with the end of 
the run at the nearby Victoria. It 
|looks to hit a great $29,000 this 
| week or $8,500 ahead of the sev- 
}enth frame. “Winujammer” is still 
lonly modest with $26,000 in cur- 
rent (17th) week at the Roxy, but 
stays on. 

“Around World in 80 Days” held 


with a marvelous $32,500 in the) 


94th week at the Rivoli, now being 
in 95th session. ; 
finished its 19th frame at the Cri- 
terion with a rousing $29.700, a dip 
from previous week. “Bridge on 
River Kwai” was a great $24,600 in 


“South Pacific” | 


1136, ‘Sgts.’ 106 


Nixon (Rubin) (1,500; $1.25-$3) 
—‘South Pacific” (20th) (17th wk). 
Starting to slide but not enough 
yet to get worrisome. Down to nice 
' $8,000. Last week, $8,500. 
| Penn (UA) (3.300; 80-$1.25) 
| “Peter Pan” (BV) (reissue). Whop- 





night trade is off. Should get an 
acteptable $9,500. Last week, 
“Rock-a-Bye Baby” (Par), $14,000 
|in 9 days. 

Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 99-$1.25) 
|—“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) (2d 


|ping weekend from the kids but | ¢ 9 Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25-| 
a 126 |$1.70)—"Law and Disorder” (In- 
y 0 9 ldie). Opened yesterday (Tues.). 


__.| Last week, $22,000. 


Leading the city’s newcomers is | wk). Looks like nice $2,800. Last ; 


“This Happy Feeling,” okay at 
Carlton. Only pic showing a pickup 


is “Gigi,” in second stanza. “Light 


in Forest” looks nice in second tices helping this to great $19.000 | Bye Baby” which is giving Strand 
“King | a socko take. 


round, too. “Time To Love” shapes 
okay, also in second. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Beach, Downtown, Glendale, 
State (Taylor) (1,288; 1,059; 995; 
694; 50-75) — “Left-Handed Gun” 
(WB) and “Dangerous Youth” 
(WB). Light $10,000. Last week, 
“Machine Gun Kelly” (Astral) and 
“Bonnie Parker Story” (Astral), 
$13,500. 

Cariton (Rank) (2,518; 75-$1.25) 
—‘This Happy Feeling” (U). Okay 


$12,000. Last week, “The Vikings” | 


(AU) (5th wk), $10,000. 

Eglinton, Palace, Runnymede 
(FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1,385; 50-$1)— 
in Forest” (BV) (2d wk). 


Hollywood (FP) (1,080; $1-$1.25) 


—‘10 North Frederick” (20th) (3d | 


wk). Sturd¢? $6,500. Last week, 
$9,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,357; $1) — 
“Truth about Women” (Rank). 


Good $6,000. Last week, “Kathy O” 
(U) (2d wk), $4,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,344; 75-$1.50)\— 
“No Time for Sergeants” (WB) (3d 
wk). Neat $10,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

International (Taylor) (557; $1)— 
“Lost Continent” (IFD). Light $3,- 
500. Last week, “Great Dictator” 
(UA) (reissue) (6th wk), $3,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,098; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Imitation General” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Nice $10,000. 
$14,000. 

Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.75-$2.40)— 
“South Pacific’ (20th) (5th wk). 
Virile $12,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Towne (Taylor) ($1-$2.50) — 
“Gigi” (M-G) (2d wk). Lusty $11,- 
500. Last week, me 

University (F (1,233; $1.50- 
$2.40\—“‘Seven Wonders of World” 
(Cinerama) (2d wk). Okay $10,000. 
Last week, $11,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,074; 60-$1)— 
“Time to Love” (U) (2d wk). Satis- 
factory $7,500. Last week, $12,000. 


Last week, | 


| week, $3,200. 
| Stanley (SW) (3,800; 80-$1.25)— 
| “Indiscreet” (WB). Excellent no- 


‘or better. Last week, 
| Creole” (Par), $6,000. 


Warner (SW) (1,500: $1.25-$2.50) | side is holdover of Albee’s “The | 
—"Gigi” (M-G) (6th wk). Off a bit | Bravados.” 
'to solid $9,000. Last week, $9,200. | third of “Indiscreet.” 





Port. Heat Bops Biz 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 5. 
Temperature is hitting over the 
100-degree mark, and it is wilting 
biz here currently. Best bet, de- 
spite this, is “Bravados,” rated as 
tall at the Fox. “South Pacific” 
moves into a 10th solid week at 


{ 


.|the Broadway, but elsewhere the 


|pickings are slim. “Light in For- 
est” shapes quite disappointing at 
Liberty while “Rock-A-Bye Baby” 
is not getting far in holdover round 
at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (890; $1.25- 
$2.50) — “South Pacific” (20th) 
/(10th wk). Hefty $9,500. Last 
| week, $9,700. 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 
|_.“Bravados” (20th) and “God Is 
| Partner” (20th). Tall $8,000. Last 
|week, “No Time For Sergeants” 
|(WB) (5th wk), $7,300. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,865; $1- 
| $1.50)—“Light In Forest” (BV) and 
“Melbourne Rendevous” (BV). 
Light $5,500. Last week, “Horror 
of Dracula” (U) and “Thing That 
Couldn’t Die” (U) (6 Days), $3,600. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.50\—"Gunman’s Walk” (Col) 
and “Bitter Victory” (Col). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, “Attila” (In- 
die) and “Frontier Gambler” (In- 
die), $6,300. 

Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; $1- 
$1.50)\—“‘Rock-A-Bye Baby” ‘Par) 
and “The Space Children” (Par) 
(2d wk), Fair $5,000. Last week, 
$6,000. 








But ‘Bravados’ Hep 8G. 


| 





33d round at the Palace. 


Amazing $10,000 or better. Last . 
week, $11,000. Estimates for This Week 
Alexandria (United California) Astor ‘City Inv.) (1,094; 75-$2)— 


(1,170; $1.50-$3.50)\—"South Pacif- “Vikings” (UA) (8th wk). This 
ic” (20th), (5th wk). Fine $21,000. stanza finishing today (Wed.) is 
| soaring to great $29,000. Seventh, 
1$20.500. Holds on. 





In ahead, “Blue Murder at St. Trin- 
ians” (Cont! (10th wk), nice $4,000 
for 8 days ended Monday (4). 
Ninth full week, $4,400. 

Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
|—‘Naked and Dead” (WB). Opens 
‘today (Wed.). Last week, “Kings 
Go Forth” (5th wk-6 days), held at 
good $20,500. Fourth week, $27,- 
500, for a very nice run. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,671; $1.80- 
/$3.50) — “South Pacific’ (20th) 
(20th) (20th wk). The 19th session 
ended Sunday (3) was rousing 
$29,700. The 18th week, $32,200. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘The Key” (Col) (6th wk). Fifth 
stanza completed yesterday (Tues.) 
was excellent $7,000 or near. The 
fourth was $8,200. 

Guild (Guild) 


Prov.; Key’ Hep 76 


Providence, Aug. 5. 
Nothing sleepy about “Rock-A- 


é State’s “The Key” | 
is steady in second. Also on happy 


Majestic is modest in 
Weekend 
weather was beautiful for seashore. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80)—_ 
“Bravados” (20th) and “Gang War” 
(20th) (2d wk). Good $6,000. First 
was $7,500. 

Majestic (SW) (2,200; 65-80)— 
“Indiscreet” (WB) and “Dangerous | 


Youth” (WB) (3d wk). Slowed to|“Lovers and Thieves” (Indie). 
mat Me, SESH [Guened Menta (a tn, hed 
“Key” (Col) and “True Story of | Proud Reber" (BY) om “t i 
Stuart” (Col) (2d wk). Steady | 44S), was fair $5,000. Fourth fu 
$7,000. First was $12,000. hg og ate tem 
Strand (National Realty) (2,200; Mayfair (Indie) (1.736; 79-$1. 
65-80)—“Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par), ?Wilight For Gods” (U). Opens 


and “Colossus of New York” (Par).| today (Wed.). Last week, “Time 
Only first-run currently getting To Love’ (U) (4th wk), okay $9,000 
heavy play for rousing $12,000, | after $11,500 for third round. 

Last week, “King Creole” (Par), Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
and “Space Children” (Par) (2d $1.80)—‘Light in Forest” (BV) (4th 
wk), $3,000. jwk). This stanza ending today 


an ‘ (Wed.) looks like mild $4,000 or 
Kings’ Great $15,000, 





| near. Third week, $5,000. Bag 5 
e Wilderness” (Indie) opens Aug. 12. 

Denver; ‘Attila’ 13G Palace (RKO) (1,642; $1-$3)— 
Denver, Aug. 5. | “Bridge River Kwai” (Col) (34th 

“Kings Go Forth” shapes as best wk). The 33d stanza finished yes- 
newcomer here this round with a/terday (Tues.) was great $24,600 
great take at Paramount. It is hold-| for 14 shows. The 32d week, $25,- 
ing. “Indiscreet,” which is smash | 399. 
in second session at the Centre, is | 


econd sessio S|" Odeon (Rank) (813; 90-$1.80)— 
ead . ayia ‘The Key” (Col) (6th on Fifth 
rated only in second Denham ; 

stanza also is holding over. “South S¢Ssion ended yesterday (Tues.) 


Pacific” won a 16th week at the WS nice $13,500 or close. Fourth 
Tabor while “Blue Murder at St. | was $15,800. 
Trinians” is staying a second frame | Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
at the Vogue Art. |$2)—“A Certain Smile” (20th). 
Estimates for This Week |Initial week ending tomorrow 
Centre (Fox) (1,247; 90-$1.50)— | (Thurs.) looks like big $45,000 or 
“Indiscreet” (WB) (2d wk). Fine! close. In ahead, “Bravados” (20th) 
$16,000. Stays. Last week, $18,000. | (Sth wk). $23,500. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,429; 70-90)| Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
—‘Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par) (2d $1.80)—‘Man in Raincoat” (Kings) 
(Continued on page 10) \ (4th wk). Third week ended Sunday 


(450; $1-$1.75)—| 


Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75) — 


“Tale of Two Cities” (Rank), 
Opened Monday (4). In ahead, 
“Your Past Is Showing” (Rank) 


(Sth wk), mild $4,000 after $5,400 
in fourth week. 


Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 
$1.25-$1.50) — “Case of Dr. Lau- 
rent” (T-L) (7th wk). The sixth 


round ended yesterday (Tues.) was 
smash $10,000. The fifth was 


(City Inv.) (1,003; 50- 
| $2:—“La Parisienne” (UA) (2d wk). 
| Initial round ended yesterday 
| (Tues.) was socko $29,000 or near, 
|In ahead, “Vikings” (UA) (7th wk- 
6 days), $15,800. 





Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 
| $1.80-$3.50)—“South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (3d wk). Initial: 


i 

| holdover week ended Satuday (2) 
| Was wow $42,500. First full week, 
| $44,200. 


‘‘Bravados’ Bright 116, 
Cincy; ‘Indiscreet’ 136, 
‘Forest’ 106, ‘Gigi’ 836 
Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 
Three wholesome new entries 
jand continuing strength of long- 
|runs are bulging grosses of Cincy 
|deluxers for fifih successive win- 


ning week. “Indiscreet,” shaping 
jcoin at the big Albee, is topper in 





coin but “Bravados,” solid at Pal- 
ace, is actually stronger. “Light in 
|Forest” is rated hotsy at Keith's, 
|“Gigi” in closing sixth stanza . 
the Grand is building on parade o 
latecomers. “Search for Paradise,” 
in 35th week, and “South Pacific,” 
in 15th week, are clinging close to 
engagement highs. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (3,100: 90-$1.25)— 
| “Indiscreet” (WB). Swell $13,000. 
|Holds. Last week, “Rock-A-Bye 
Baby” (Par) (2d wk), $8,500. 

| Capitel (SW-Cinerama) (1,376: 
$1.20-$2.65)-—“Search for Paradise” 
|(Cinerama) (35th wk). Big $21,000 
jin wake of $21,500 in 34th week, a 
high since preem. 





Grand (RKO) (1,400; $1.25-$2.25) 
—“Gigi” (M-G) (6th wk). Stepping 
|up to oke $8,500 in closing session 
{over last week's $7,000. 
| Keith’s (Shor) (1.500; 90-$1.25)— 
|“Light in Forest” (BV). Hotsy $10.- 
000. Last week, “Twilight for 
Gods” (U), $7,400. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.25)— 
“Bravados” (20th). Solid $11,000. 
Last week, “No Time for Ser- 
geants” (WB) (4th wk), $10,500. 

Valley ‘(Wiethe) (1,300: $1.50- 
$2.50)\—“South Pacific” (20th) (15th 
wk). Close to last week's $13,406, 
hefty. 


Brit. Decca 5c Divvy 
London, Aug. 5. 

The directors of Decca Records 
have declared a second dividend 
on their common shares. 

Melon, which is to be made on 
Oct. 2 next, is at the rate of five 
cents per share, the same as last 
year. It will be paid to stock- 
holders of record as of July 31, 
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Fly’ Soars To Sockeroo 256, Philly; 
‘General’ Meek 116, ‘Kings’ 156, 5th 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

Weekend exodus was not so no- 
ticeable this frame but the general 
jull at many first-runs continues. 
Going against the tide is “The 
Fly,” with a smash take at the Fox. 
“Indiscreet” still is fancy in fourth 
week at Randolph. “Matchmaker” 
is rated disappointing at the Vik- 
ing despite crix kudos though it is 
landing a passable figure. 
Go Forth” looks tall in fifth session 

“Kings Go Forth” looks tall in 
fifth session at the Stanton. “Imita- 
tion General” shapes modest at the 


- 





, 


‘Indiscreet’ Socko 166, 
Buff; ‘Fly’ Fast 126 


Buffalo, Aug. 5. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 
wk). Okay $11,000 or near. Last 





week, $15,900. | 
Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) | 
—‘Matchmaker” (Par) (2d wk). ! 


, Fair $5,000. Last week, same. 

| Downtown, Hollywood, Uptown 
(SW-FWC) (1,757; 756; 1,715; 90- 
$1.50)—“"Gunman’s Walk” (Col) and 
“Case Against Brooklyn” (Col) (2d 
wk, Downtown, Hollywood; Ist wk, 
Uptown). Poor $8,200. Last week, 
| $13,400. 

| Downtown Paramount, Wiltern, 


PITTSBURGH 





| University of Pittsburgh, its vet- 
leran manager, Harry Thomas, | 
moved to another of the circuit's | 
|big nabe houses, the Sheridan | 
| Square. He succeeds the late Lysle 


Clips From Fi im Row 


With the Schenley Theatre sold| uptown, 
by Stanley-Warner circuit to the grossed a stunning $5,000 in its 








long hard-ticket Loop run and after 
having been around four times 
“10 Commandments” 


first week, more than double the 
theatre’s ordinary take. This 
broke the house record. 

“God Created Woman” is in its 
fourth week at local nabe Avalon 


Iris (ABPT; SW-FWC) (3,300; 2,344; 
825; 90-$1.50)—“Indiscreet” (WB) 
(3d wk). Big $31,000 or near. Last 


Biz remains okay here this stan- 
za despite the heat, with the Cana-_ 


| Harding. 
| William and Chester DeMarsh, 


dian holidays helping most spots. 
“The Fly” is soaring to a fancy 
take at the Buffalo but “Indis- 


creet” is the rea] blockbuster with | 


a mighty take at the Center. “Light 


| week, $34,900. } father-son ow ners of Larkfield 
| Rialto, El Rey, Vogue (Metropoli-| Drive-In near Grove City, Pa., 
ton-FWC) (839; 861; 825; 90-$1.50)| Opening a second ozoner, the 


—"N i Sergeants” (WB) | Pioneer, five miles north of Butler, 
oe see Pa. It'll have a 600-car capacity. 


(3d Ist wk, 


| arty house, on top of a long down- 
' town run and lengthy engagements 
|}at numerous other local uptown 
houses. Avalon is using print with 
English titles, and advertises it as 
“the French uncut version.” 
Nine Twin Cities’ makers of com- 


in Forest” is rated good at Lafay- | wk, Rialto, El Rey; 


Goldman. ette. “The Key” looms okay at Vogue). Fair $6,800. Last week, 
43 7 Rialto, El Rey, $5,900. 
Estimates for This Week hac cs | Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 


Arcadia (S&S) (536; 99-$1.80)— 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (2d wk). 
Quiet $5,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Boyd (SW) (1,480; $1.25-$2.75)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (6th wk). Good $10,- 





) 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 70-90)— 
“The Fly” (20th) and “Space Mas- | 
ter X-7” (Indie). Fancy $12,000 or 
over. “Last week, “High School 


wk). Nice $19,200. Last week, 
$20,300. 
Fox Beverly (FWC) (1,170; $1.50- 


$2.50)—“Kings Go Forth” (UA) (5th 


500. Last week, $12,000. Confidential” (M-G) and “Tarzan’s wk) Okay $4,500. Last week, 

Fox (National) (2,250; 65-$1.80) | Fight For Life” (M-G), $9.200. 6 300 
— “Fly” (20th). Smash $25,000. Center (AB-PT) (2,000; 70-90).—{ Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 
Last week; ““Bravados” (20th) (3d | “Jndiscreet” bea — renee ba yg alge Key” (Col) (5th 
wk), $10,000. or over. Last week, “Sierra Baron” 

Goldman (Goldman) (2,250; 65-| (20th) and “Gang War” (20th), | Orpheum (Metropolitan) (2,213; 
$1.49)—“‘Imitation ee Sn $7,500. SS orden ; and 
Mild $11,000. Last weck, “Lig t in Cent (UATC) (1,410: $1.50- | = oughes un in ‘ombstone” 
Forest” (BV), $10,000. 4. $3)—""South Pacific” (20th) ith | (UA) (Sth wk), Mild $3,300. Last | 

own (Go 000; $2-) °° , , $5,000. 
$2.75) oy “South Pacific’ (20th) + aa $9,000. Last week, | Egyptian (UATC) (1,392; $1.65- 
$10,500 pemabraitidinenicdinn™ Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 70-90) | wk), Boffo $25,700. Last week, 

Randolph (Goldman) (1,250; 65-|——“Light in Forest” (BV) and) $95 309, 

a. a ic ” (WB) | (4th “Fighting Wildcats” (Rep). Good | Chinese (FWC) (1,408: $1.75- 
$1.80) Indiscreet , 
k), Fast $9,000 or near. Last | $10,500 or near. Last week, “Happy | $3.50)—“Windjammer” (NT) (17th 
bene $12 000." ; Feeling” (U) and “Last of Fast| wk), Strong $21,500. Last week, 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.80)— | Guns” (U), $7.500. | $21,000. 

“No Time for Sergeants” (WB) (5th Paramount (AB-PT) (3,000; 70-| Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,384; 
wk). Solid $9,000 or over. Last | 90)—‘“The Key” (Col) and “Return | $1.20-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders 


week, $11,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— 
“Kings Go Forth” (UA) (5th wk). 
Tall $15,000 or near. Last week, 


$17,000. 
Studio (Goldberg) (385; 90-$1.80) 


wk). Fair $5,000. Last week, $5,900. 


to Warbow” (Col). Okay $11,000. | (Cine) started 61st week Sunday 
Last week, “Rock-A-Bye Baby” | (3) after hep $15,300 last week. 
(Par) and “Space Children” (Par) | Carthay ‘FWC) (1,135; $1.75- 
(9 days, $16,000. | $3.50) —“‘Around World in 80 Days” 

Teck (Loew) (1,200; 70-$1.25)— | (UA) (85th wk). Smash $17,000. 
Kings Go Forth” (UA) (6th wk). | Last week, $17,800. 





— “Garden of Eden” (Indie) (2d | Tepid $3,000, Last week, $3,500. | 

wk). Trim $7,500. Last week, Cinema (Martina) (450; 70-$1.25) | ‘ sme 

$10,000. —"God Created Woman” (Kings) Party Biz 
(14th wk). Good $2,000. Last week, 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) 
—"“Vikings” (UA) (6th wk). Sturdy 
$7.600. Last week, $9,000. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 99-$1.49)— 
“Matchmaker” (Par). Passable 
$10,000. Last week, “Rock-a-Bye- 
Baby” (Par) (2d wk), $9,000. 








Continued from page 2 


$2,500. — 


[ment to groups which otherwise 
;hire their own halls, spot-book 





DENVER 


f age 9) 
(Continucd. from pee / On costs for musicians and other 


wk). Good $9,000. Stays on. Last | services, and who would get a 


World (Pathe) (604; 94-$1.49)— week, $11,000 
“Awakening” (Par) (2d wk), Slow : see 2.586: 70-90) |much better shake if they (these 
$1,500. Last week, $2,500. Denver (Fox) (2,586; —, | groups) were made aware of the 





CHICAGO 


*) (AA). 


“Attila” (Indie) and “Hot Shots” 
Fine $13,000. Last week, 
“Gunman’s Walk” (Col) and “Case 


services and attractive group prices 
that almost any top nitery will 
make available. 


(1,468; $1.65-$3)—"“Gigi” (M-G) (4th | 


| talent on club dates, go overboard | 


Against Brooklyn” (Col), $11,000. 


(The only excep- 


(Continued from page 9) 


“Peter Pan” (BV) (reissue) and 
“Snowfire” (AA) (5th wk). Fine 
$8.800. Last week, $9,500. 

Harris (Indie) (984; $1.25-$3)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (4th wk). Nice $17,- 
700. Last week, $18.000. 

Loop ‘Teiem't) (606; 90-$1.50)— 
“La Parisienne’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Great $13,500. Last week, $18,500. 

MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3.30) — “South Pacific’ (20th) 
(19th wk). Hotsy $32,500. Last 
week, $33,200. 

Monroe (Jovan) (1,000; 65-79)— 
“Thundering Jets” (20th) and 
“Ambush Cimarron Pass” (20th). 
Good $5,400. Last week, “Drag- 
strip Riot’ (AI) and “Cool and 
Crazy” (AI), $5,000. 

Opera House (Nat'l. Th.) (2,350; 
$1.50-$3.50\—"‘Windjammer” (NT) 
(6th wk). Soft $22,000. Last week, 
$22,300. 

Oriental (Indie) (3.400; 90-$1.50) 
—“Twilight For Gods” (U) (2d wk). 
Good $18,000. Last week, $31,000. 

Palace ‘(SW-Cinerama) (1,434; 
$2.25-$3.40)—"Search for Paradise” 


(Cinerama) (16th wk). Steady 
$22,500. Last week, $23,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 90- 


$1.80)—-""The Key” (Col) (5th wk). 
Lofty $16,000. Last week, $13,500. 


State-Lake (‘B&K) (2,400; - 
$1.80)—"‘The Vikings” (UA) (7th 
wk). Neat $22,500. Last week, 
$23,000. 


Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.50) 
—‘“Tempest in the Flesh” (Pace- 
maker). Light $4,000. Last week, 
“Blue Murder at St. Trinian’s” 
(Cont) (4th wk), $3,600. 

Todd’s Cinestage ‘Todd) (1,036; 
$1.75-$3 50) — “Around World” 
(UA) (70th wk). Smash $19,000. 
Last week, $19.200. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90-|man, the “white paper” has re-  ernal 


$1.50)—"‘Kings Go Forth” (UA) 
(6th wk). Fancy $16,000. Last 
week, $15,000. 

oods ‘Essaness) (1.200; 90- 


$1.50)\—"‘High Schoo! Confidential” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Solid $18,000. Last 
week, $28,000. 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


tion, of course, is where the group | 
wants to indulge in speechmaking.) 

Yet some of these private parties 
think nothing of hiring a hall or a 
hotel private room, paying $20 and 
$30 a plate, when an established 
nitery, with top entertainment, 
could make everything more at- 
tractive, including the price which 
would come to less than half there- 
of when booked en masse. Nor 
do these parties have to be in hun- 


Lake Shore Drive-In (Monarch) 
(1,000 cars; 65c)—“Never Love a 
Stranger ((AA) and “Beast of 
Budapest” (AA). Good $3,500 in 4 
days. Last week, on subsequents. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,596; 90-$1.25) 
—‘No Time for Sergeants” (WB) 
and “Badman’s Territory” (WB) 
(‘5th wk). Trim $8,000. Last week, | 
$9,500. 
Paramount (Wolfberg) (2.200; 90- | 
$1.25)—“Kings Go Forth” (UA). | 
Great $15,000. Holding. Last week, | 
“Twilight for Gods” (U) and “Last | dreds; groups of 25 or 40 get the 
of Fast Guns” (U), $12,000. | same attention as a busload of 75 
South Pacitic” (2th) (13th wk, | 200 
“South Pacific” ( wk). | 
i ‘ week, Branower recently told the Con- 
a ee hae ... of Personal Managers, of 
which he is a member, that “be- 


000. 

Vietory (Yaeger) (1,323; 50-65)—| 

“Never Love Stranger” (AA) and| tween us agents and manager we 

“Beast of Budapest” (AA). Good | have closed up more rooms with 

$1,500 - 4 days. Last week, on sub-| our ridiculous salary demands for 

sequents, | acts." He recalls Chicago, in the 
Vogue Art (Sher-Shulman) (442; | 1920s, where he started, as having 

75-90)—“Blue Murder at St. Trin- 5 900’ night spots of one type of 





pny mm eo Be another, all with an act, a piano 
(Rank), $1,000 player, a trio, a big band, or a big 
aa amiages | Show, depending on the range. He 





| recalls the Rainbow Gardens with 
| Shows playing to 2,300 people in- 

Call-The-Cops 'side and 3,000 outside (“and we 
had no mikes in those days”). 


Watching Video 
Branower’s findings are that be- 


j 


= Continued from page (4 ee 


ing the small theatres out of busi- 
ness. 
In its campaign to win friends |jcan adult population is home 
and influence people, Allied is not | watching television, yet there is a 
only concentrating on legislators. | sizable going-out, do-it-yourself 
It is also making a strong pitch to | entertainment business which has 
chambers of commerce, civic | been permitted to slip away from 
groups and women’s clubs, main-| the cafes and entertainment res- 
taining that the policies of the ma-| taurants. These run the gamut 
and neighborhood theatres. | from bowling leagues, railroad and 
According to an Allied spokes- | airline package excursions, frat- 
groups, executive parties, 
employee parties, employer-em- 
ployee parties, and the like. 





ceived the enthusiastic support not 
only of all Allied members but 
also of theatremen not associated | At one of his spots Branower ex- 
with Allied. He declared that the | plored the “party” business. It 
distribution and dissemination of came to $50,000 a year, strictly 
the “white paper” is proceeding at “fell in over the transom.” He got 


World (‘Teitel) (606; 90)—“God |4 “terrific” pace and that favorable | the operator to put on a team of 


Created Woman” (Kings) (3d wk), | reaction had been received. 


Sock $5,006. Last week, $5,300. 





Frank Sheffield, former man-| 
ager of the Paramount Theatre in|men and Senators and from can-|of 10, 50, 200, no matter how 


Abilene, named city manager for| didates, but he said he was con-/ small or large, 
the Interstate Theatre Circuit in| vinced that there would be a “big | 
Replaces James 


Denison, Texas. 


Neinast who has become city man- | 


ager at Paris, Tex. 





He /a public relations man and three 
conceded that it was still too early | girls, at nominal cost, and that 50G 
to obtain any svecific commit-| swelled to $150,000 by the next 
ments from incumbent Congress-| year, just by following-up groups 


they got a packaged 
price and automatically became 
showdown” in January. He emvha-/| aware of the bargain values for 
sized that the camnaion was pro-|future going-on-the-town-of-an- 
gressing “‘very smoothly.” | evening ‘events. 


tween 8-11 p.m. 45% of the Amer- | 


Buena Vista exchange, managed 
by Larry Seidelman, added Alma 
Roth to its staff. 

Midstate Theatres put its Regent 
in Reynoldsville on the block; had 
been shuttered for some time. 
| Associated Theatre circuit plot- 
ting still another drive-in, this 
‘one to be built in Braddock Hills. 
|Construction will begin soon. 


| Robert Hendel, of picture pi- 
oneer Hendel family here, pur- 
chaser of Stanley-Warners’ big | 


nabe deluxer, the Enright, which 
|he’ll convert into an amusement 
and recreation center. 

Art Stern, of Stern Family, which 
;owns and operates Associated 


$3.30)—“South Pacific” (20th) (11th | Theatres circuit, sold the Chat and | 


Chew restaurant on Route 30. 

Paul and Jack Vogel, co-owners 
of the Liberty in Wellsville, O., 
closed doors permanently. 
| Lowe Brothers, Philip and Sam- 
juel, Jr., of Boston, who recently 
|disposed of Theatre Candy Com- 
| pany there, retained their inter- 
}est in Theatre Candy Company of 
| Pittsburgh in association with Ray- 
;mond Showe. The Lowes are also 
| holding on to their New England 
drive-in properties with Rifkin 
Theatres. 

Hollywood Theatre in Johnstown, 
{closed for two years, will reopen 
| shortly. 

{ Elmer Hasley, veteran East Pitts- 
|} burgh indoor and Conneaut Lake 
| outdoor exhibitor, honored by East 
| Pittsburgh Lions Club upon his re- 
| tirement as prexy of that group. 

| Clay V. Hake, former manager 
|for 20th-Fox here, and more re- 
|cently on foreign distribution for 
Par, now associated with Famous 
Players Canadian Corp., assisting 
in the establishment of Telemeter 


| there. 
| Harris outfit is closing its War- 
ren, O., theatre, which has been a 
unit of the local chain for years. 
| With the shuttering, that city will 
be down to two cinemas. 

Ted Tolley, Metro head shipper, 
lelected to his 18th term as presi- 
| dent of Local B-11 of the film ex- 
change employes. 

Glenn Floyd, veteran area ex- 
hibitor, retired from the business 
| with the transfer of Rex Theatre 
}in Follansbee, W. Va., to Carmen 
| Buono, 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Harold Schneider, 45-year old 
Paramount office manager, enter- 
me wedlock for first time. Lucky 
i- 


is a Floridian. 
| Northwest Variety club's annual 
golf tournament set for Sept. 15 
| and Gil Nathanson again in charge 
of arrangements. 
| Bennie Berger once more named 
| chairman for Northwest Variety 
| club’s annual $100 a plate dinner 
|in September for heart hospital 
fund’s benefit. 
| Eight of the Twin Cities area's 
; ance slot and the same number of 
| hardtop houses playin “Bridge on 
the River Kwai’ day date. 
United Artists has totalled a 
recordbreaking 43 playdates for 
“Around World in 80 Days” in the 
| territory. 
“High and Mighty” brought 
; back by 100 Twins drive-in for an 
| exclusive showing. 
| St. Louis Park, deluxe nabe 
| Which has spent large sums recent- 
ly to refurbish, took big news- 
papers ads to announce installation 
|of new 85-ton air conditioner. 
Daughter of Johm Branton, 
United Paramount buyer-booker, 
| to become airline stewardess; flown 
by Western Airlines to West coast 
for briefing. 
| “No Time for Sergeants,” with 
|eight prints booked solid into 
September, breaking house records 
| throughout territory. 
| Pictures which have had Twin 
| Cities’ firstruns at various sub- 
sequentrun ozoners include “Vik- 
ing Woman,” “Astonishing She- 
Mcnster,” “Quantrill’s Raiders,” 
“Walk to Hell’ and “Fighting Wild- 
cats,” some on twin bills. 
Universal exploiteer Don Katz 
here in connection with “Time to 
Love.” 
| Playing the nabe Nile, house in 
; second = subsequent-run 35-day 
i clearance ‘slot, at $1.25 after its 





;}mercial, educational and _ sales 
|motion pictures combined into the 
| Film Producers Assn of Minnesota 
| which will run series of promo- 
tional advertisements and soon re- 


|lease a brochure containing its 
| code of ethics. 
|} “Bonjour Tristesse,” which 


|failed to cliek downtown firstrun 
| here, and consequently garnered 
; some nabe four-wall house book- 
| ings, landing some drive-in play 
dates now. 

With several blockbusters in cur. 
|) rent release and doing smash busi- 
|ness throughout the territory, the 
| local United Artists’ exchange is 

hitting a new all-time high in film 
rental revenues. 

WB has eight “No Time for 
| Sergeants” prints booked solid in 
| the territory into October. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Roy Robbins named ad-publicity 
|and advertising director for Stan- 
|ley Warner Theatres of Philadel- 
|phia, working directly under as- 
| sistant zone manager Everett Cal- 
|low. He succeeds Birk Binnard, 
upped to district manager. 
| Harry Bache, who left the local 
| Metro sales department to become 
| company’s branch manager in St. 
|Louis, back in his former spot 
here. 

Ozoner operator Neil Hellman 
| wend into partnership with Joseph 
Solomon in the indie exchange 
now handling American Interna- 
| tional, Republic and other pix. 
| The Stanley and Broadway The- 
|atres here and Stanley in Camden, 
|N. J. will be the houses included 
jin the closed-circuit telecast of 
| Floyd Patterson-Roy Harris world 
heavyweight title bout Aug. 18. 

Harry Bache, formerly in 
| Metro's sales department here, re- 
| sumes in same spot after a stretch 
jas St. Louis district manager. 


Gaumont-Brit. Newsreels 
Re-Shaped to Fight TV 


London, July 29. 

In an attempt to meet the come 
petition of tele, Gaumont-British 
newsreels have been reshaped in 
both presentation and content. In 
announcing the newsreel’s new 
look, producer Grafton Green said 
that, apart from the introduction 
of sound, this has been the first 
| change since 1910. The newsreels 
}are now concerned with the news 
‘behind the news, with human in- 
|terest stories and with spectacle. 

Instead of being a disembodied 
voice, the new G-B newsreel com- 
|/mentator now appears» on the 
| screen and will frequently act as 
jan interviewer. The man chosen, 
| Peter Lee, is a bearded young ac- 
tor who has been working with the 
| Australian Broadcasting Commis- 











13 ozoners in earliest 35-day clear- | ion 





Want-To-See 


Continued from page $ aaa 
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|The high intensity of appeal, plus 
|the increased admission price, 
| drives the gross up to abnormally 
| high proportions. 

| In contrast, a picture not in the 
| blockbuster category and lacking 
|the initial want-to-see appeal, 
won't be seen as much in the high- 
| er-priced first-runs, but will be 
caught later in the neighborhood 
| houses and drive-ins. Thus, these 
| pictures, in some instances, ¢an 
| be seen by almost as many people 
|as who have seen the blockbusters, 
|but the gross won't be anywhere 
|near the same, Pix in the lesser 
| bracket, it’s explained, can be 
seen by more people paying an 
average price of say 60c than by 
people paying 90c to $1.50. 

This theory is cited as the rea- 
son that some industry figures, 
particularly those compiled by 
Sindlinger & Co., show hits and so- 
so pix drawing almost as much pa- 
tronage each, but each showing an 
| Overall gross that is extremely far 
| apart, all slant 
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CZECH PRIZES DRIP RED BIAS 


East Vs. West at Locarno Fest 


Three American entries stand 


Locarno, Aug. 5 


against seven features from So- 


viet Russia, Czechoslovakia and Red China at this year’s 11th Lo- 


carne Film Festival, July 26-Aug. 
Sweden and Japan will present 
participates with three entries. 


10. Great Britain, France, Spain, 
one picture each, whereas Italy 


U.S. contributions include “Cowboy” (Col), “The Vikings” (UA) 


and “10 North Frederick” (20th). 
Acre” (UA) was withdrawn at the 
at the Venice film fest instead. It 

The Soviets will present their 
Storks Pass,” plus “The Sisters” a 


The previously set “God's Little 
last minute and will be entered 
was replaced by “Vikings.” 

Cannes prize-winner “When the 
nd “Artists of the Circus,” whilst 


other Red entries include China's “True Story of AH Q,” the 
Czech “Diabolical Invention of Prof. Roch,” presented at the re- 
cent Brussels Festival, and “Bomba,” plus an East German-Po- 


lish co-production, “The Eighth 


Weekday.” 


Remainder of the schedule consists of Britain’s “How To Mur- 
der A Rich Uncle,” France’s “Handsome Serge,” the Spanish “El 
Pisito,” plus “The Others’ Woman” (Sweden) and “The Champion 


and the Dancer” (Japan). Italy 


will show Alberto Sordi starrer 


“Ladro Lue, Ladra Lei,” “Amore e Chiacchere” and “Nata di 


Marzo.” 
Retrospective 


matinee showings will be devoted to the late 


Humphrey Bogart, billed as “Homage to Humphrey Bogart.” Sev- 


en performances are skedded. 


Four NY. 
May Bring Back 





A 
which departments and employees | 
will be shifted to Coast may be} 
forthcoming from Warner Bros. 
after the visit to the studio of four 
homeoffice executives. Bernard 
Goodman, v.p. of domestic opera- | 
tions; Walter Meihofer, controller | 
and assistant treasurer; hams eagord 
O'Sullivan, v.p. and treasurer of | 
the International department, and | 
Herman Goldberg, in charge of the | 
moving activities, left for the Coast | 
over the weekend to look over the 
studio facilities and to study the 
setup under WB's contemplated 
new operation. j 

Meihofer will survey the facil- 
ities for the accounting department 
while O'Sullivan will perform the 
same function for the International 
division. Goodman and Goldberg 
will arrange the details for the 
“Overation Burbank” shift. 

Meanwhile, the majority of the 
New York employees are still in 
the dark as to their future. Al- 
though a number of white collar 
staffers have indicated their will- 
ingness to move to the Coast under 
the conditions outlined by the com- 
pany, WB has so far given no word 
to anv individual as which of them 
have been or micht be accevted for 
“re-employment” on the Coast. Ac- 
cordine to a svokesman for the 
Homenffice Fmnlovees Union, T.0- | 
eol H-©2?, TATSE. which represents 
the white collarites. a final deci- 
sion is not expected until the end 
of this month. 

Meanwhile, the Screen Publicists 
Guild, separately situated, is con- 
tinuing to hold meetings with com- 
pany officials in order to learn the 
final fate of the bally men. All 16 | 
staffers have been given a dismis- | 
sal notice as of Oct. 1, but under 
the union contract, the company is 
required to hold discussions with | 
the union on the matter before | 
final action is taken. So far, ac- | 
cording to an SPG spokesman, the 
company’s response has. been) 
vague. Company just listens, has 
yet to bargain. It has refused to| 
state specifically whether or not) 
any of the SPGites will be shifted | 
to the Coast or retained in N. Y.| 
It's believed that WB will retain a 
skeleton publicity staff of three or | 
so in New York. 


‘Nab $2,200 at Drive-In 
Kansas City, Aug. 5. 
Two armed men last Friday (1) 
robbed the Riverside Drive-in 
Theatre of $2.200. They accosted 
Ronald Hurst, manager, and a 





} 





more specific indication of + 


| Schulman’s 
| 





Execs Visit WB Studios; 


Answers to Unions 





Chop Gag, Save Week 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Full week was snipped from 
the shooting schedule of Max 
novel “Rally 


Round the Flag, Boys” for 


| 20th-Fox, following producer- 


director Leo McCarey’s axing 
of running gag. 

Sequence had star Paul New- 
man dreaming in five scenes 
that involved fiim's principals. 


‘We're So Happy 
Re ‘Geisha’ Switch 
Decision of 20th-Fox to place 
“The Barbarian and the Geisha,” 
John Wayne starrer, in regular re- 
lease, instead of roadshowing it 
as originally planned, has brought 
forth extremely favorable reaction 


from exhibitor groups which had 


urged that the film company adopt 
the orderly distribution pattern. 
As a result of 20th’s reversal, 
several exhib groups have pledged 
to place the weight of their organ- 
izations behind the picture so as 
to “produce a result at the boxof- 
fice which will demonstrate beyond 








| question the wisdom of this policy.” 
| 20th’s action was hailed by Ernest 


G. Stallings, president of Theatre 
Owners of America, and Harry 
Brandt, president of the Independ- 


|ent Theatre Owners Assn. Stellings 


expressed TOA's “sincere thanks” 
to 20th prexy Spyros Skouras and 
sales chief Alex Harrison for “this 
decision because it insures 
theatres that they will have a major 
film available to them in the near 
G. Stellings, president of Theatre 
tion was another example of the 
leadership Skouras and 20th “have 
long driven to our industry.” 

Brandt termed the move an ex- 
ample of “the type of constructive 
thinking you (Skouras) have stead- 
fastly displayed in leading the in- 
dustry out of the woods and into 
a pattern of intelligent orderly 
distribution designed to increase 
the motion picture auidence.” 


Film Site Sold Off 








cashier irf the ticket booth about 


10:30 p.m. and made off with the) 


moola. 

Later two men were picked up 
ir a nearby tavern and held for 
questioning in the case. Riverside 
is a corporate site on the north 
edge of Kansas City. 
in is one of two operated by Com- 
monwealth Amusement Corp. 
the metropolitan area. 


The drive-! 


Omaha, Aug. 5. 
Widow of Ralph Goldberg, own- 


' years, last week sold a one-block 
|of property at 3@th and Farnam 
| Streets to the Thirty-Sixth Street 
| Corporation for $350,000. 

The site was where the late 
| Goldberg had planned for years 


in| te build a large film house prior cently 
| to his death two years ago. 


GET BUM RAP 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 


Karlovy Vary, Aug. 5. 

The Czech Film Festival, which 
recently ended here gt the former 
Carlsbad Spa, was again hip-deep 
in Communist comraderie. Slightly, 
but only slightly, curbed were the 
actual numbers of the bestowed 
prizes. The 1958 tally was 14 awards 
for features, four for shorts—this 
to make the largest number of 
participants happy. 

The wording of the prize cita- 
tions was, once more, a clear tip- 
off to party-line motivations. This 
was not so applicable to the Grand 
Prix which was divided between 
the Russians and Japanese, “Quiet 
Flows the Don” of Sergei Guersi- 
mov and “Stepbrothers” of Mioji 
Iyeki, probably the best in a rela- 
tively lacklustre field. 


Red-slanted motivations were 
more apparent in secondary prizes, 
two of which were offensive to, 
respectively (a) the West Germans 
and (b) the French. 

An East German compilation of 
footage called “Operation Teutomic 
Sword,” credited to Amelie and 
Andrew Thorndyke, was an out- 
right, head-on attack on NATO, 
the whole Western defense system 
against Russian expansion and what 
Moscow propaganda calls the “mil- 
itarism” of the Bonn government. 


ly objected to the showing of this 
loaded political document at an art 
festival and when it “won” a prize 
the triumph of Commie prejudice 
over all else left the West Germans 
furious but unable to retaliate 
save to declare they would never 
again expose themselves to such 
rudeness. In short, they will stay 
away from Karlovy Vary in 1959. 

Prize for the Czech-produced 
“Black Battalion” directed by 
Viaidimir Cech “for the convinc- 
ing portrayal of contemporary 
ideas” was equally part of Com- 
munistic propaganda in that the 
film concerns French Foreign Le- 
| gion, alleged “atrocities” in Indo- 
china! 

Hungarian “Pillar of Salt,” of 
Zoltan Varkonyi, received its award 





er of a theater chain here for) 


for the portrayal of the troubles 
| facing older intellectuals in adapt- 
| ing to the new Socialist world. This 
|film was wordy and simple, but 
| otherwise well made. 

| Acting award went to Russian 
| Maxim Strauch “for his gripping 
and penetrating portrayal of the 
humane figure of Lenin.” (Strauch 
has been playing Lenin for years). 

Indian actréss Nargis won as best 
of her sex for “Mother India.” 

“Best direction” prize went to 

Robert Siodmak for the West Ger- 
man “Night, When the Devil 
Comes,” an anti-Nazi melodrama. 
This prize was somewhat ironic in 
light of the praise of East German 
award. 
_ Photography prize went to Ital- 
ian lenser Carlo Montouri for “ 
Lad in Shorts” “for capturing the 
intentions of the director photo- 
graphically.” 

Nods for budding young director- 
ial talents went to Gillo Pontecor- 
vo for the Italo “The Big Blue 
Way,” and Red Chinese directors 
Chi and Wang Shao-Chai for 
“Flames on the Border.” Flam- 
boyant melodrama was called orig- 
inal in acting style and gripping 
from a cinematic and human view- 


> 


amusing. 

Honorable mentions went to the 
| French-Chinese production “The 
Kite From the End of the World.” 
directed by Roger Pigaut, and 
“Land of Our Fathers” from the 
United Arab Republic. Dacument- 
ary awards went to France's “The 
Alchemist” and “Living,” Czecho- 
slavakia's “The Secret of the 
| Brain,” and the East German's 
“The True Negociators.” There was 
also an animation prize to Russia 
for “In the Days of a Certain Czar.” 








Ted Powell, partner in the op- 
eration of the Evelyn, Star and 
Prairie Drive-in Theatres, was re- 
ce installed as prez of the 
| Lions Club of Damas, Texas, 


West German delegates had strong- | 


point. That's dubious, but it was | 


| eras in Spain. 


PrAMINS F AFNCH Decline of She-Stars Per de Carlo: 


No More Woman s Interior Turmoil 


+ 


It’s a man’s world in Hollywood 





John Balaban’s Estate 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

The estate of John Balaban, 
late president of Balaban & 
Katz theatre chain and a di- 
rector of American Broadcast- 
ing-Paramount Theatres, is 
valued in an inheritance tax 
appraisement at $1,453,730. 
Earlier estimate placed the 
value at $1,000,000. 

Greater part of the estate 
was left to Balaban’s widow, 
Bertha, and is to be divid- 
ed, upon her death, between 
daughter, Mrs. Ida Mae Scully, 
and son, William. 

John Balaban died April 4, 
1957 at the age of 62. 


After 40 Years, 
Mannix Unloads: 


Still Advisor 


Hollywood, Aug. 5 

Edgar J. Mannix, general man- 
ager of the Metro studio and a v.». 
of Loew’s Inc., has relinquished his 
studio post and will be succeeded 
by Raymond A. Klune. Mann'x 
will continue as a v.p. of Loew's 
Land with the studio in an execu- 
tive advisory capacity. 

Mannix has been with Loew's 
for almost 40 years and with Metro 
almost from its formation. There 
have been reports for a long time 
that Mannix would step down. 
| Originally, George Muchnic, who 
had been sent from the homeoffice 
lto the studio, was considered in 
line to succeed Mannix. However, 
a conflict developed between 
Muchnic and studio administra- 
tive chief Benjamin Thau, so 
Muchnic returned to the homeof- 
fice where he is again an exec in 
the International department 

Klune’s exverience embraces ex- 








ecutive roles at 20th-Fox, RKO, 
Navid O. Celrnick and, way back. 
D. W. Griffith. 


As a youth a bouncer at Pali- 
sades Park for Joseph and Nicholas 
M. Schenck, whom he joined in 
1919, Mannix hit Hollywood in 1925 
as studio comptroller of Metro, 
later became studio manager, as- 
sistant to production chief Irving 
Thalberg, and later still general 
manager and a Loew's v.p. 

Outside the studio, Mannix has 
been particularly active in the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences and in the Assn. of 
Motion Picture Producers. He 
|served the latter group as both 
prexy and v.p. 


MIKE CURTIZ NOT FREE, 
LEE SEEKS DIRECTOR 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Michael Curtiz is bowing out of 
|directing chores on Rowland V. 
|Lee’s “The Big Fisherman,” now 
‘set to roll around Oct. i on the 
| Universal lot for Buena Vista re- 
| lease. 

Lee and Curtiz had an informal 
|agreement that if Curtiz was free 
he would accept the assignment, 
| but he’s not, so Lee must find an- 
}other director. 

Shooting on the Universal lot by 
| Lee, incidentally, marks the third 
indie company to establish head- 
quarters there. Hecht-Hill-Lancas- 
iter recently wound their “Rabbit 





'Trap” and “ryna is now prepping 
|\“The Gladiators,” from offices 
| there. 


No casting yet on “Fisherman.” 





Huntington Hartford, the A&P 
heir, will play a seaman in “John 
| Paul Jones,” now before the cam- 





di 


~ 
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{today because producers no longer 
| make stories of special appeal te 
| women, actress Yvonne de Carle 
| said in N.Y. Monday (4). 

| “They used to intentionally pro- 
duce those love stories, the Joan 
| Crawford type pictures, where the 
|whole problem revolved around 8 
| woman's emotional turmoil. Now, 
it’s all action and western, the 
|kind of films that give men 8 
| chance,” she commented. 

Miss de Carlo is due to leave 
|}soon for Italy where she will star 
in Ottavio Pioggi's production oj 
|““Mary Magdalen.” She'll play the 
| title role opposite Spain's George 
|Horge Mistral as the centurion 
Also in the cast will be Rossana 
| Podesta, Dawn Adams and Mas- 
simo Serato. 

Miss de Carlo has formed Van- 
couver Productions with her hus- 
|band and is looking for someone 
to write the screenplays cn two 
properties the company owns, one 
a western and the other an outer 
space comedy, written by Miss de 
Carlo herself and titled “The 
Green Planet Sram.” 

When she returns from Italy 
the actress hopes to appear in 3 
David Merrick musical, “Destry 
Rides Again,” based on the screen's 
James Stewart-Marlene Dietrich 
siarrer. It's due to be put on in 
December. 

Miss de Carlo said she had little 
use for the “show-it-all” kind of 
actresses “Anyone can make a 
fool of themselves, and for a while 
the public likes it,” she said, “but 
th's sort of thing fades rapidly.’ 


ALLER’S JAB AT NABET’S 
CLENVILLE WORK PACT 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Herbert Aller, businecs agent for 
Cameraman’s Local 659 of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes has r<ceived from 
the U.S. Senate Commit ee on Im- 
proper Activilies in Labor and 
Management a request to furnish it 
with specifics regarding his com- 
plaint against NABET, National 
Assn. for Broadcast Employes & 
Technicians. The lensers exec re- 
cently wrote the invecticative com- 
mittee charging NABET with “un- 
fair labor practice” for its work on 
“Sideburns and Sympathy,” a 
Glenville Productions film. 

Aller said “we are filing such 
specifics in which we contend the 
making of sweetheart contracts 
such as Glenville made with 
NABET is violative of the spirit of 
the trade unien movement, and a 
deliberate attempt by management 
and a non-union organization to en- 
ter a field where they have never 
before supplied help; that the tend- 
er of the labor organization and its 
staff has been inadequate to meet 
ithe required standards and will 
only tend to bring strife in the 
field of labor and management 
where motion pictures are being 
made.” 

Lensers’ originally protested 
| Glenville was using non-union per- 
sonnel, and were even more irate 
when company Signed with the rival 
| NABET union. 


Merit Citation To USIA’s 
| Jack Connolly, His 2d 


| Jack S. Connolly, chief of the 
domestic motion picture division 
of the U. S. Information Agency, 
has been awarded a merit citation 
by the National Civil Service 
League in recogniiion of an out- 
standing career in public service 
\This is the second such award tor 
|Connolly. He was similarly recog- 
nized in 1952 

Connolly began his Government 
career in 1941 as chief of the news- 
reel division of the Office ef the 
{Coordinator of Inter - American 
|Affairs. Connolly, a veteran of the 
motion picture newsreel field, is 
leredited with the introduction of 
lsound newsreels in France, Ger- 
‘many and Italy, 
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MUSIC SIDE OF VENICE 





Stravinsky Work to Debut— 
Gloria Davy Set 





Rome, July 29. 


| B.0.; ‘Andrew 
e 

Weather Helps London B.0.; ‘Andrew 

Rousing $16,000, Sgts.’ Sturdy 116, 
ousing >] b ° tur y Igor Stravinsky’s latest composi- 
tion, “Threni, seu Lamentationes 
* 9 e bd fad 9 | Jeremiae Prophetae,” will have its 
Black Brisk | S | world premiere during this year’s 
” | Venice Music Festival, which 


junfolds Sept. 11-27 in the city on 
|the lagoon. Novelty will be per- 
| formed Sept. 23 in the San Rocco 


e 
> 





London, July 29. 
The weather has been on the 


Hubley, Kroll Cop Venice Prizes 


Venice, Aug. 5. 

Two U.S. entries, “The Tender Game” and “Dancer’s Walk” 
were voted special awards at the just-ended Venice Documentary 
Festival. Former was made by John Hubley and won in the car- 
toon section of the event, while the latter made by Nathan Kroll, 
New York conductor-arranger copped its kudo in the TV-Film 
department. 

Documentary Grand Prix went to Poland’s entry, “The Last Day 
of. Summer,” by Tadeusz Konwicki and Jan Laskowski. Harry 
Watt’s “People like Maria” ‘(Great Britain) topped the TV-Film 


side of bullish film business dur- 
ing the past week, with most first- 
runs in fine shape. Above-average 
returns are reported from most sit 
uations. A noteworthy feature is 
the continued strength of the 
blockbusters, most of them having 
one of their best weeks in some 
time. 

“Seven Wonders of World” at 
the Casino, for example, hit a 
mighty $26,900 in its 22d frame; 
“South Pacific’ at Dominion 
finished its 15th session with a 
great $18,300; and “Around World 
in 80 Days” jumped to a smash 
$11,500 or better in its 56th Astoria 
round. 


‘Hills’ Exteriors Nearly 
Nixed by Greek Gov't. | 


Athens, July 29. 


The exteriors of the Anglo quota 
pic, “The Angry Hills” (M-G), were 
almost nixed by the Greek govern- | 
ment last week as the film went | 


| into its final week of shooting here. | 
| Trouble started when the unit was 


Andrew’ is shaping solid at $16.000 | 


in its opening Empire week while 
“Harry Biack” looks lofty $10,000 
or near in first Carlton stanza. “No 
Time for Sergeants” ovened big at 
the Warner with prospects for a 
bright $11,000 or close. 

“The Vikings” is holding at the 
Leicester Square with a great $14,- 
000 in its third round. “A Night 
to Remember” also continues big 


working in a famed monastery. 
Police appeared and told them 
there was a two-year-o'd ruling | 
that live actors could not cavort | 
before a classified monument, and | 
that the Kasseriani Monastery was 
one. The fact that it had been 
converted to a nunnery for script | 


Among the new entries, “Merry | purposes had nothing to do with it. | 


Anglo producer Raymond Stross 
thought all had been cleared with 
the government. A.special powwow 
with the government finally | 
straightened out things and only | 
a day's work was lost. The trouble- | 
some law was passed when a French | 
actress undraped before the Acrop- 
olis two years ago and the photos 
made various magazines and papers. 





| Goni’s 


|of two masters). 


School Auditorium. 

Stravinsky will also baton a sym- 
phony concert at the Venice Thea- 
tre during the Festival. Among 
other features of the fali musical 
event will be the Italy-resident 
American Negro soprano Gloria 
Devy, the Vittorio Podrecca Pup- 
pet Troupe, the Hamburg Radio | 
Orchestra, the Prague Conserva- | 
tory Chamber Group, and the 
Prague National Ballet Theatre. 

Last-named group will perform 
a Burghauser Ballet based on Gol- 





“Arlecchino, servitore di 
due padroni” (Harlequin, servant 


| 
| 





Unions Seek BOY 


Action on Quota 


London, Aug. 5. | 

With the backing of all the film 
industry unions, the Trades’ Un- 
ion Congress is making represen- | 


| 


with a $10,000 or close in its third B ,° h Fi | b T ltations to the president of the | 
stanza at the Odeon, Leicester tis | Board of Trade on the future of | 
Square. rl 0 ithe British motion picture indus-| 
Estimates for Last Week ltry. One of the main planks in| 
Astoria (CMA) (1,474; $1.20-| ’ ©.» the TUC representation is the 
2.15)—“Around World” (UA) (56th | ip at 1X restoration of the renters’ (dis-| 


wk). Fast $11,500, and better than | tributors) quota and raising of the 
previous weeks. ' exhfbitors’ quota. The _ renters’ 

Carlton (20th) (1,128; 70-$2.15)— | a London, Aug. 5. | quota went out with the 1948 
“Harry Black” (20th). Lively $10,-! British film industry's plan for Quota Act—with the blessing of | 


000 or near 


j 


| 


raising funds to keep old motion 
pix off tv market goes into effect 


Casino (Indie) (1,337; 70-$2.15\— | aug. 31 with a levy of one-fourth 


“Seven Words” (Robin) (22d wk).| of one cent per theatre seat ex- 


Almost cavacity with $26,900. 

Dominion (CMA) (1,712; $1.05- 
$2.20) — “South Pacific” 
‘15th wk). Great $18,360, best in 
about nine weeks. 

Empire ‘M-G) (3.099);- 55-$1.70) 
—*Merry Andrew” (M-G). Heading 
for brisk $16,000. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 


(20th) | 


' 


pected to provide an initial fund 
of $1,400,000. 

Called “Fido,” plan is to buy up 
the oldies, thus holding them off 
tv while providing their owners 
with a reasonable return for their 
properties. 





most of the British industry, other 
than exhibs. 

Previous attempts to restore the 
distrib quota have been rejected 
by the government, which has | 
claimed that such action would be | 
regarded as contrary to the Gen-| 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and | 
Trade. Since 1948, the Films Act} 
has been limited to an exhibitors’ | 
quota, on the theory that demand | 
will insure supply. The quota} 


oonrs x e riginally began at 45° but mass | 
—"Night to Remember” (Rank). originally 3S | 

ar ‘ s g t 
Running concurrently with the Foreman to Use Dublin defaults in the first Felice toe 4 


Odeon, Leicester Square and like- 


ly to hit a steady $5,500 this round. | 


| 


Leicester Souare Theatre (CMA) | 


(1.376; 50-S1.70)\—“The 
(UA) (3d wk) 
week, $14.700 

Londen Pavilion (UA) (1,217: 50- 
$1.70)—“‘Lone Ranger and Lost 
Citv of Gold” (UA). 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 


Vikings” 
Great $14,000. Last 


Lean $4,000. | 


Studio on 0’Flaherty Pic 


London, Aug. 5. 

Carl Foreman is likely to use the 
new Ardmore Studios at Bray, near 
Dublin, for his forthcoming produc- | 
tion of “Insurrection,” based on 
the Liam O'Flaherty novel. The 
producer visited the studios last 
week to confer with Louis Elliman 


being cut to 40°. 


a year later to 30%, and has re- 


| mained at that level ever since. 


| 
The TUC is also urging the BOT} 
prexy to hike the Eady levy, which | 


| was put on a statutory basis last | 


fall and was calculated to net 
around $10.000,000 in the current) 
year. The government has power, | 
under present legislation, to raise 
the fund's annual income to a 


(2.200; 50-$1.70\—“Night to Re-| and Emmett Dalton, the directors. |‘. ;, 
member” (Rank) 4th wk). .Great, Foreman’s next production, how-| Ceiling of $14,000,000 a year. 
$9,800. Last week, $11,200. “Ver-| ever, will be “The Guns of Nava-| The TUC is also urging the gov-| 


tigo” (Par) follows on Aug. 7. 
Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2.- 


rone,” scheduled to start rolling 
early next year. Aubrey Baring | 


ernment to resurrect the Crown | 
and Colonial film units, both of | 











200: 50-$1.70\—“Intent to Kil]” and William N. Graf are currently which were formerly _actively en- | 
(20th). Steadv $5,600 or near. | scouting locations in Greece for it.' gaged in the production of docu- | 
“Nor Moon By Night’ (Rank) ——— oma | 
preems Aug. 7 | 

Odeon, Tottenham Court Road | ° ° 
(CMA) (1.800: 95-$2.80)—“Wind- tr t 
jammer” (11th wk). Disappointing 0 a on alll or ms 
$5.90. 

Plaza (Par) (1.902: 70-$1.70)— 
“19 Commandments” (Par) (35th [MORE ON] 
wk). Around $5.200, good for Variety last week frontpaged from Washington the fact that 


leneth of run. Holds another fort- 
nieht with “Cry From the Streets” 
(Eros) following Aug. 8. 


alae teaser” oak ck as olic “Our Sunday Visitor” writes to record his chuckle that he 
$4500, lahtlw eode 7 Re had scooped “The Bible” (meaning Variety). Fitzgerald in his 
Sunn “The Fly” (20th) ovens column has given considerably more data on patron saints, to wit: 
July 31, “Art has St. @atherine of Bologna (Mar. 9) and artists have 

Ritz—-(M-G) (432: 450-$1.2n)— St. Luke (Oct. 18th). Comedians, though few of them know it, 
“Raintree County” (M-G). Otay have St. Vitus (June 15th). St. Cecilia ‘Nov. 22) shares hon- 
$2900 | ors with St. Dunstan ‘May 19th) for musicians; with St. Greg- 

Warrer (VR) (1.785: 5N-¢1.79__ | ory ‘Mar. 12th) for singers; and with St. David (Dec. 29) for 
“No Time for Sergeants” (WB). | poets. 


Brisk $11.000. 


Queen To ‘Colonel’ Preem | 


London, July 29. 

Just around the time she would 
have attended the Royal Com- 
mand fi'm performance. from 
which she begged off recent’y as 
an annual event, the Queen is to be 
present at a charity gala of “Me 
and the Colonel” at the Odeon, 
Leicester Square. 

The William Goetz production, 
being distributed through Colum- 
bia, is to be screened Oct. 27 to 
aid 
Campaign. The international cast 
is headed by Danny Kaye, Curt 
Jurgens, Nicole Maurey and Akim 
Tamiroff, 








' 
| 
' 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


the British Empire Cancer | 


| 


| 


| 


with radio, television and even public relations having a patron 
saint (not Edward L. Bernays) the absence of one for the film | 
trade was notable. John Fitzgerald, amusement editor of the Cath- 





! 
“We've got them for such outmoded professions as chandlers 
| 


(St. Ambrose, Dec. 7 & St. Bernard of Clairveaux, Aug. 26); 


and for coopers ‘St. Nicholas of Myra 


smiths (St. Maurise, Sept. 22). 
“Skiers have St. Bernard of 


brates his feast at a time when there's litile distraction from 

the slopes. And old maids have'St. Andrew (N@v. 30). 
“Recently publicity agents w 

to take ‘(I told you I didn’t know too much about it!) St. Ber- 


nadine of Sienna (May 20). 


“Radio can claim St. Gabriel ‘Mar. 24) who is patron of 
communications in general, and television has St 
patroness. As Maurice Chevalier sings in the delightful ‘Gigi’ 
(MGM). ‘Methuselah is my patron saint!’ 

“Those of us who pound typewriters have as patron saints 
both St. Francis deSales (Jan. 29) and St. Lucy ‘Dec. 13), 

“Yet the only communication art to have an entire en- 
cyclical ‘Vigilanti Cura) devoted to it by the Pope still has 


no patron saint of its own. 


“We have no patron saint for the cinema.” 


Dec. 6); and for sword- 


Menthon ‘May 28) who cele- 


ere assigned, given, or urged 


Clair as its 





|have been 


category, while the avant-garde 


sector prize went to “Little Is- 


land” (Great Britain), made by William Richards. 
Top prize in the concurrent Children’s Film Festival went to a 
Mexican production, “Pulgarcito.” while in various moppet age 


categories, awards went to “The 


House of the Cat” (URSS), “The 


Island of Birds” (France), and “Saeta” (Spain). 


There were 26 countries with 
mentary festival. 


a total of 138 films in the docu- 





cr. 





BFPA, BFM Set Out 
Ideas on Break Figures 
London, July 29. 


The two British organizations 


representing film producers have | 


entered the arena on the cur- 


rent break figures dispute be- 
tween exhibitors and_ distrib- 
utors. They've explained their 


point of view to each of the two 
associations. The Federation of 
British Film Makers and the Brit- 
ish Film Producers Assn, are 
agreed that steps should be taken 
to combat any increase in break 
figures. They complain they've 
never had the full benefit out of 
the Eady levy, either on a volun- 
tary or statutory basis and assert 
that at all times the fund has 
been financed at the expense of 
film hire. 

In a letter to the two associa- 
tions they have given a detailed 
breakdown of the rental paid by 
exhibs dating back to 1948, and the 
percentage has declined progress- 
ively over the years. 


Go-Slow on 0 Seas 
MPEA Economy 


Though it committed to an 
examination of operational areas 
where economies may be affected, 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
for the moment has no plans to 
close any of its foreign offices, an 
MPEA executive said in N.Y. this 
week. 

It is known that considerable 
pressures have been brought on 
the Association to cut corners and 
effect the same economies abroad 
which its member companies are 
being asked to make 

Question has been left to MPEA 
prexy Eric Johnston to work out. 
A cut of between 10° and 15% 
in the MPEA budget already has 
been made, and further economies 
may be instituted, but not at the 
moment. MPEA has told its mem- 
bers that it is studying the situa- 
tion. 

Though there are no present 
plans to shutter offices, observers 
believe that MPEA will pull in its 
horns before the end of the year, 
probably doing away with its reps 
in Scandinavia, India, Indonesia 
and pessibly one other spot. 
There'll also be a general trimming 
of budgets beyond the cuts already 





is 


| made. This is likely to affect enter- | 
expenditures | 


tainment and travel 
of MPEA personnel. 


‘Last Song’ Looks Like 
New Mexican B.0. Champ 


Mexico City, July 29. 

Mexican-Spanish coproduction, 
“El Ultimo Cuple” (The Last 
Song), now in its 47th week at the 
Arcadia, looks to be the alltime 
b.o. champ here Predecessor 
“Marcelino, Pan Vino” (Mar- 
celino, Bread and Wine) was the 
old champ, with a 3,226,000 pesos 
($260,000) gross. “Cuple,” by the 





y 


end of this week, will surpass that | 


figyre. Juan -Orduna (Spain) and 
Gonzalo Elviro (Mexico) 
duced this feature in Spain. It 
stars Sarita Montiel and Armando 
Calvo. 

Previous longrun 
“Rififi” 
weeks; “Marcelino,” 


champs here 
(French), 33 
18 weeks, and 


“Tizoc” (Mexican), 12 weeks among | 


four theatres. “Trapeze” (UA) en- 
joyed the longest run of any U. S. 
film, 11 weeks, followed by Walt 
Disney's “The Lady and -the 
Tramp,” 9 weeks. 


copro- | 


‘Britain’s Tele Outfits 
Would Fight in Courts 
Vs. Freezing of Films 


London, Aug. 5. 

The plan to prevent the sale of 
feature films to television by the 
creation of the Film Industry De- 
fense Organization is almost cer- 
tainly to be challenged in the 
courts very shortly as an alleged 
contravention of the Restrictive 
Practices Act. But, irrespective of 
any decision that may be handed 
down, it appears that some of the 
commercial tv companies are de- 
termined to take steps to guaran- 
tee their source of supply of filmed 
programs. 

It is now considered absolutely 
certain that there will be soon ac- 
tive negotiations for the takeover 
of British production and distribu- 
tion companies, particularly those 
which, in the recent difficult times, 
have not been paying their way. 
The advantages on both sides are 
obvious. 

For the film company the sure 
of a tax free capital grin would 
be hard to resist. while for the tv 
company the deal would guarantee 
a backlog of product. This. of 
course, would be freely avdilable 
for screening on the airwaves. 

Already moves in this d'rection 
are under active consideration, but 
a decision mav he nostooned until 
the legality of FIDO is determined. 
If the courts should uvho'd the 
scheme, then takeovers will follow 
with the minimum delav. But if 
rejected by the courts. the com- 
mere‘al nrogram comnenies v 
decide the canital outlay would 
herd'yv he justified. 

FINO, which has been backed by 
the five major trade organizations, 
is due to start funct‘onine on a 
financial basis Aug. 321, when ex- 
h*hitors with a week'v gross of 
£569 and upwards will vay one 
farthing per admission into a cen- 
tral fund to he admiristered hy the 
five associations. The 
timated to vie'd around $1.500,000 
in a vear, will be used to buv up 
Br'tich featvres which micht other- 
wise have heen sold to tv. The 
Pant Nreanizetion and Assoristed 
Prit'ch have already jrdieated that 
they will not seek compensation 
from the fund. 


‘Cherry Blossom Show’ 


| Scores Hit in Aussie 

Tokvo, July 29. 
The closing three-month tour of 
| Japan’s “Cherry Blossom Show” in 
| Australia is by all indications a 
resounding success. Aussie pro- 
moter Harry Wren reports it did 
“exception business.” Wren, 
| topper of the Celebrity Circuit, 
| imported the huge show as the 
| first Japanese production ever to 
play Australia. After one month 
| each in Sydney and Melbourne and 
|two weeks at Bribane and Ade- 
laide, Wren feel§ the show scored 
heavily on several levels. 

In addition to it being a b.o. 
smash, Wren notes that no feared 
adverse criticisms, as a result of 
wartime sentiments, were en- 
countered. He said, “There has 
not been one single press remark 
or public approach to any anti- 
Japanese feeling. And the whole 
toxr has gone off as if they had 
been visiting here for years. It is 
my opinion, that the show has 
done more to create goodwill be- 
tween the two countries than any- 
thing before, and the Japanese 
consul and ambassador agree with 
ime.” 
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Romina presents 


VICTOR 


MATURES 


in 
FRANK BORZAGE'S 





The Fighting Tiger 
Who Couldn't Be Stopped 
And The Tigress He Bought! 


BOOK IT 
NOW! 
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A great 
adventure 
out of the 
desperate 

days of the 
famous 
Flying 
Tigers! 


Introducing 


| | HII A Co-starring 

WARD BOND + BOB MATHIAS 
Featuring 
JOHNNY DESMOND + ELAINE CURTIS - STUART WHITMAN 
ANN McCREA - DANNY CHANG « Screenplay by KITTY BUHLER 
Based on a story by JAMES NABLO and 
THOMAS F. KELLY Associate Producer ROBERT E. MORRISON 
Produced and Directed by FRANK BORZAGE 
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Films Council Asks 


Definition of Brit. Pix Under Quota 


London, Aug. 5. ¢ 


An appeal has been made to the 
head of the Board of Trade by the 
Cinematograph Films Council for | 


the introduction of a new defini- | 


tion of a British film when the 


renewal next year 


on tv should forfeit their quota 
tickets. | 

The Films Council, set uv in 
1938 to advise the Board of Trade 
prexy on the admin‘stration of the 


Quota Act, incluces in its composi- 
tion produweers, distributors, exhib- 
itors and the unions. as well as a 
number of indenendent members. 
In its 20th annual report presented 
‘to both Houses of Parliament last 


week, it notes that in recent years | 


there has been considerable crit- 
icism of the criteria used to de- 
termine whether or not a film 
should be registered as British 
quota. It feels much of this criti- 
cism has been justified because a 
number of films, far from British 


in character, have been given quota | 


tickets. 


' 
While it does not wish to stop 


the production of British films in 
co-operation with the industries of 
other countries, it feels that quota 
pix should be predominantly Brit- 
ish in character and cantent. The 
council notes, however, that there 
are considerable difficulties in 
achieving this end without unduly 


restraining the activities of genuine | 


UK production. Also it is still con- 
sidering its specific recommenda- 
tions. 

The council has also made a 
number of detailed recommenda- 
tiens on the question of granting 
quota relief and has examined the 
position in regard to exhibitor eva- 
sion of quota obligations. It has 
suggested an amendment designed 
to improve the enforcement of quo- 
ta. The council also proposes that 
all pix over 5,000 ft. inlength and 
still in quota life should iose that 
qualification if shown on tv. 

The Films Council also comes 
out in favor of the creation of a 
free trade area in Europe which 
would provide a single market 
which “might give our industry 
some of the advantages currently 
enjoved by the Americans.” There 
would, however, be problems asso- 
ciated with opening the quota to 
Continental pix. This would prob- 
ably necessitate an increase in the 
present quota and exhibs, who had 
no prospect of showing Continental 


The council is | 


| 
| 
| 
current Quota Act comes up for | 
| 
also urging that British pix shown | 

' 

! 


BOT for New 





Muster 16,344 Playdates | 


A record 16,344 feature play- 
dates were amassed during 
United Artists week, July 1-7, 
according to general sales 
manager James Velde. It’s be- 
lieved biggest one-week total 
in UA’s history. The annual 
UA playdate drive involved 
the company’s 27 in the U. S. 
and six in Canada. 

The recently released pix 
that figured in the record 
playdate total included “The 
Vikings,” “Kings Go Forth.” 
“God's Little Acre.” “Witness 
For the Prosecution,” “Run 
Silent, Run Deep,” “Paris 
Holiday,” “Thunder Road” 
and “Around the World in 
80 Days.” 


Too Much Tax and TV 
Slow Japan’s Pix Growth 


Tokyo, July 29. 

Daiei president Masaichi Nagata 
called the commodity tax, admis- 
sion tax and telévision the three 
key roadblocks in the way of pic- 
ture development in Japan, and 
‘urged the Japan Motion Picture 
Technicians Assn. to continue top 
efforts for widescreen and color 
pictures. 

Exemption from the commodity 
tax on basic materials for film 
production is likely to see a grad- 
_ual realization, Nagata said, as a 
/result of tireless industry appeals 
,to government. He also held high 
| hopes for an admission tax reduc- 
|tion shortly. But he warned that 
|tv would become even a stronger 
| threat when 11 channels are in use. 


Flaherty Tribute Set 
For Cork Film Festival 


Cork, July 29. 

| Robert Flaherty’s widow is to 
introduce screenings of Flaherty’s 
\“Nanook of North,” “Moana,” 
“Man of Aran” and “Louisiana 
Story” as a tribute to the director 
at Cork Film Festival skedded for 
Sept. 22-28. Tribute also will be 
;paid to French director Robert 
| Bresson by the screening of his 
; productions and their introduction 
'by one of his associates. His “A 
|Condemned Man Has Escaped” 
| was tops at the Fest last year. 
Competitive side of the event 
| 














will be limited to shorts, with 


‘Feelthy Yank Pix’ 


Prague, Aug. 5. 
A petty racket in Prague fs 
selling ducats to unwary 
Czechs, who like to see Yank 
feature films, available here 
| only at American Embassy. 
Screenings are for Embassy 
| personnel and friends, and the 
victims buy a slip of paper 
| which is supposed to get them 
| in. It does not. 


‘DUBLIN FIGHTS OVER 
| PLANNED BULLFIGHTS 


Dublin, July 29. 
With boxing promoter Gerald 

Egan promising to stage bullfights 
near Dublin in early September, 
Eileen Ardagh, executive secretary 
lof the Society for Prevention of 
|Cruelty to Animals already has 
| gone into action by asking Justice 
| Ministry to declare bullfighting il- 
| legal. 

She says that while Portugese- 
style bullfighting, as planned by 
| Egan, does not involve killing the 
bull it does mean baiting the 
beast, and that brings it under the 
Cruelty to Animals Act. Egan is 
negotiating for site near Athletic 
Stadium at Santry and says that 
bulls will be imported from Por- 
tugal. 


Edinburgh Fest to Honor 
Top Names in Pictures 


Edinburgh, Aug. 5. 

Leading names in the cinema 
world will be commemorated for 
all time through a new gesture at 
the Edinburgh Film Festival's first 
modern cinema, now being com- 
| pleted here. They will have seats 
| bearing their names, with plaques 
|naming the personality to whom 
the seat is dedicated. 

Those to be thus honored in- 

















| 


‘elude Sir Laurence and Lady} 


|Olivier, Sir Carol Reed, Sir 
|Michael Balcon, Sir Alexander 
Korda, Michael Powell, the late 


Robert Flaherty, Ian Dalrymple, 
Basil Wright, the late Robert Do- 
nat, Henry Cornelius, British ac- 
tor Kenneth More, Nigel Tranter, 
Scot actor Duncan Macrae, and 
the late Richard Winnington, film 
critic. 

| New cinema will open for the 
| upcoming International Film Fes- 
| tival this month (Aug. 24). 





Hoyts’ Circuit Sets 
Cinerama in Aussie 


Sydney, July 29. 
| It was confirmed here by Ernest 


imports profitably, could be ex-! classes for documentaries, educa- Tyrnbull, Hoyts’ major pic loop- 
pected to oppos® such an arrange- | tional, animated and cartoon films. | topper, that a deal had been con- 
ment. Nevertheless, the council is| Jury will be international with | cumesated between his loop and 


of the opinion that British produc- 
tion could benefit substantially 
from the removal of all protective 
barriers to trade in films. 


SHRINK VENICE TAB, 
YANKS PUT UP 106 


Motion Picture Export Assn. has 
approved a reduced budget for the 
upcoming Venice International 
Film Festival. Budget has been 
cut some 15°% from last vear and 
now runs to about $10,000. 

There may be some cutback in 
promotional activities, but the 
amount is deemed sufficient to 
throw the customary American 
party and engage in other pr. 
activities. 
mentaries. 


India Weighs Eastman 
Raw Stock Factory 


New Delhi, July 29. 

India’s tight raw film stock posi- 
tion (government forced to slash 
imports 40% because of foreign 
exchange’ difficulties) may be 
eased via a multimillion-dollar bid 
made by Eastman Kodak. The In- 
dian government is considering an 
offer by the U.S. company to in- 
vest in the production of raw pix 
stock in this country. 

Government is already negoti- 








ating with East Germany’s Agfa on| 


the setting up of a raw film factory 
in India. 

The Kodak project, whose total 
costs may run over $100,000,000, 
would have Indian participation in 
its capital and management. It 
would be Kodak-owned. All tech- 
nicians would also be provided by 
the American company. 


| John Grierson prexy. 





Capetown, July 29. 


recently by 20th Fox. Bonfires 
dumps in celebration with the 
Germiston Caledonian pipe band 
playing the music. 

This is the largest ozoner in 
Africa, having a capacity for 1,000 
cars. It has the first especially de- 
signed American cafeteria. Accord- 
jing to E. F. Lomba, managing 
| director of 20th-Fox here, this is 
| the first of several drive-ins now 
being constructed in South Africa. 








| 


‘Best Actor’ Zuluetas at 


| 
| 
San Sebastian, Aug. 5. 

Poland’s “Eve Veut Dormir” 
(Eve Is Sleepy) won the Golden 
Seashell for the “best film” entry 
at San Sebastian's Sixth Interna- 
tional Film Festival. Runner-up 
Silver Seashells went to “Vertigo” 
(Par) and Italy’s “I Soliti Ignott” 
(Petty Thieves). 

Awards were revealed by festival 
director Antonio Zulueta onstage 
j}at the Teatro Victoria Eugenia in 


the presence of Spain’s first lady, | 


|Carmen Polo de Franco, foreign 
minister Fernando Castiella, high 
government officials and represen- 
tatives of 20 nations participating 
in Spain’s annual film fiesta. 

| U.S.A. also received two Zulueta 


20th-Fox So. Africa Ozoner 


Runnerup Silver Seashell to Vertigo 


| Stanley Warner for the introduc- 
| tion of Cinerama at the 1,500-seat 

Plaza here next September. Turn- 
| bull said that technicians from the 
| U.S. and Britain would arrive here 


The latest drive-in was official-| Aug. 12 to supervise installation of boat or plane. actor | 
ly opened at Brakpan, Transvaal, | the equipment, cost of which would | in rise of automotive travel is in 


|be $150,000. Understood that 
‘one of Hoyts’ ace Melbourne 
| houses next year. Admission scale 
|in Sydney will be around the $3 
mark. 

| Deal covers the five pix consist- 
ing of “This is Cinerama,” “Cine- 
rama Holiday,” “Cinerama Won- 
ders of World,” “Search for Para- 
dise” and “Cinerama’s South Seas 
Adventure,” a portion of which 
was produced here. 





San Sebastian for James 


Stewart, Kirk Douglas 


awards for “best acting” perform- 
ances—one to James Stewart for 
“Vertigo” and another to Kirk 
Douglas for his role in “The Vik- 
ings” (UA). Third performance 
cup went to Jacqueline Sassard for 
her stint in Italy’s ‘““Nato In Marzo” 
(Born In March). 

(Hollywood -was further repre- 
sented by “Time To Love, Time To 
Die” (U), out of competition.) 

A special jury, convoked to 
select the “best Spanish-language 
film” for a first-time Cantabrico 
Pearl award, voted “no pearl” in 
1958 oysters from Spain, Mexico 
and Columbia, but gave Argenti- 
na’s “Demasiado Jovenes” (Too 
Youthful) an honorable mention. 


: “Harry 





Rare Film Unity 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

In his Minneapolis Star 
newspaper yarn on the subject, 
film editor-critic Bob Murphy 
called the current organizing 
of this state’s motion picture 
industry in a fight against day- 
light saving time in the Minne- 
sota 1959 legislature “a fare 
display of unity.” 

He pointed out it’s one of 
the few times that distributors 
and exhibitors, including in- 
dependent and circuit opera- 
tors (United Paramount et al) 
in this state ever have com- 
bined forces to further a com- 
mon cause. 


BOT Grants Double 
Eady Levy on 2d Films 


London, July 29. 
The Board of Trade has decided 











ments for second features as rec- 


the Federation of British Film 
Makers. Special regulations will be 
introduced in Parliament in due 
course. 

On the assumption that the gov- 
ernment will follow the advice of 
the BFPA, the double-levy conces- 
sion will be extended only to sup- 
porting features which cost under 
$84,000 to produce, and which are 
bought on flat rentals only. The 
BFPA urged the BOT to make this 
concession in order to encourage 
| new talent, which usually gets its 
first chance in the second feature 
field. 





All Tourist Roads Lead 


To Rome, Hoteliers Happy 
o Rome, Aug. 1. 

Rome is as crowded with tour- 
ists as ever, despite reports that 
(at least for the first six months of 
this year) the number of visitors 
crossing Italy's borders has 
dropped some 20%. It’s too early 
to tell what effect the Near East 
crisis will have on this country’s 
biggest industry, but it’s felt that 


predicted and unpredicted events 
as the Brussels World Fair, the 
French crisis, and 
World Championship soccer 
matches—a very big draw in 
Europe. 

| By far the biggest percentage of 
| tourists now come to this country 
| by car: 70%. Only 26% come by 
rail, while the remainder come by 
Important factor 





the abolition, in most European 


were lit on all the adjoining mine | Cinerama also will be installed in | Countries (but not Italy) of the Car- 


|met (de Passages en 
Temporary visitor’s 
now issued instead. 

Talk of crisis is in the air here 
;—but just try to get a hotel room 
jin Rome. 


| ‘Black’ Bright in England 


London, Aug. 5. 
Black,” the 20th-Fox 
| British production starring Stew- 
art Granger, now playing day-date 
in eight key Provincial cities with 
its West End preem at the Carlton, 
| gave the distrib its best Sunday 


Douane). 
permits are 





| take of the year in afl situations | 


| except one. In London, it grossed 
just under $1,600 on the day. 
Both in London and the Prov- 
inces it 
leases as “A Farewell to Arms,” 
“Young Lions,” “Long, Hot Sum- 
mer” and “The Enemy Below.” 





Politicking Exhibitor 
Exeter, N.H. Aug. 5. 

James C. Rathbone of Exeter, 
who operates the first film theatre 
at nearby Hampton Beach, is seek- 
the Republican nomination for 
state senator from the 23rd Dis- 
trict. 

He has served in the House of 


six biennial sessions and has writ- 
ten a legislative column for the 
Exeter News-Lettera, local weekly 
newspaper. 





} 
, 
| 


to concede double Eady levy pay- | 


ommended by the British Film , 
Producers Assn., but opposed by | 


a considerable dent in this year’s | 
business has been made by such | 


the Swedish | 


beat such 20th-Fox re-| 


Representatives during the past | 


Spins Jazz & Razzes Commies 


/Taiwan’s Disk Jock (‘Brother Dragon’) Is Frank 


Huntley, 36, American Businessman—Works Cuffo 


| By DON FRIFIELD 


| 
Taipei, July 29. 

Brother Dragon is the” disk 
jockey with the world’s most exotic 
listenership: Chinese, Indonesians, 
Burmese, Indo-Chinese, Koreans, 
Indians, Malays, Japanese, Fili- 
pinos, and even British. Broad- 
| casting an hour every evening 
from this capital city of National- 
ist China, Brother Dragon’s stock- 
in-trade is a running line of anti- 
| Communist patter | interspersed 
}with rock-and-roll records that 


|send them from Seoul to Singa- 


| pore, and even—one notes—Stock- 
| holm. 
| “I’ve even got a fan club there,” 

Brother Dragon states, “Caa't 
understand how they pull in the 
programs; must be sun-spots or 
something.” 

His legal name is Frank Hunt- 
ley, a native of Los Angeles, who 
has his own business in Taipei, 
works gratis for the Broadcasting 
Co. of China. He “leads” an im- 
/aginary 40-piece orchestra with a 
spin of the turntable, invoking a 
world of wild music that stimulates 
a barrage of requests from all over 
the Far East, 

Huntley, 36, came here after the 
war. “I call myself Brother Drag- 


ton,” he says, “because the dragon 


is a symbol of ferocity, courage, 
and longevity in Chinese legend. 
I broadcast in English because it's 
everyone’s second language in 
these parts.” 

The show is not beamed to main- 
land China, because its flippant 
tone is considered inappropriate 
to the suffering of the people 
there. A few samples of his anti- 
Communist humor: ° 

(a) 
| A Chinese Communist function 
ary who couldn’t swim fell into a 
lake. A man hearing his shouts 
looks down and asks him, “Can 
you speak Russian, Comrade?” 

“Yes, yes, of course, I have 
studied it,” the frightened func- 
tionary shouts. 

The man shrugs his shoulders. 


“Serves you right. Why didn’t 
you take swimming lessons in- 
stead?” 


(b) 

Two Kwangtung farmers met in 
the street of their village just 
after being visited by the rice col- 
lection agents. 

“How is everything?” one said. 

“Oh, in between,” answered the 
other. 


“What do you mean, in be- 
tween?” 

“Worse than last year and better 
than next.” 


Very Like U.S.A. 

Except for the digs at the Com- 
munists and the absence of com- 
mercials, the program is much like 
American disk jockey programs, 
even unto requests from listeners. 
Brother Dragon solicits them, re- 
quests a picture and some personal 
data, and in so doing has establish- 
ed an astonishing rapport with his 
audience—many of whom write de- 
tailed letters on their daily lives 
and thoughts. 

A schoolteacher in Borneo wanted 
“How Lonely Can I Get,” a youth 
in Sumatra asked for “Remember 
When,” a girl from the Philippines 
| had a dual selection, “Love Let- 
ters” and “All the Things You 
Are,” a Vietnam listener requested 
“Only You,” from Burma came a 
request for “I’m Sorry.” But in 
many cases they plead for any- 
| thing by Elvis Presley, Pat Boone, 
Rusty Draper, and other artists of 
aching hearts and shaking parts. 

Huntley averages 25 letters a 
day, all containing requests, many 
| attaching photos and biographies 
|;of the writers. Some of them 
;}come from youngsters who are 
lonely and delighted to have a 
correspondent. They often ask 
|for stamps and post cards from 
| Free China, or names of prospec- 
| tive pen pals (preferably of the 
| Opposite sex) anywhere in the 
world. 
| Huntley broadcasts all the re- 
quests he can handle, refers ques- 
tions on life and philosophy of 
Free China to experts, answers 
most letters personally. 


| 





Hye Bossin quotes te:cher ask- 
| ing pupil where to find the English 
Channel. Kid replies, ‘English 


Channel! Why, we can’t even get 
‘CBC clearly at our house.” 
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Church Morals Vs Non-Catholic Rights 
Again Erupts In A Boycotting Move 


Lake Placid, N.Y., incident in- 
volving the Brigitte Bardot starrer, 
“And God Created Woman,” and 
the Roman Catholic pastor, is 
the trade as both (a) 


seen in 
“frightening” exhibitors and (b) 
encouraging .other local priests 


elsewhere to take similar action. 

One theatreowner said at the 
weekend that he had planned to 
book “God Created Woman” in 
several of his houses but that, in 
the wake of the Lake Placid ex- 
perience, he had changed his mind. 
“What's the use,” he commented. 
“It's all very well to talk about 
principles, but when you run a 
commercial enterprise it’s just as 
well to remember that the purpose 
is to bring people in, not to keep 
them out.” 

Six-Months Ban 
In Lake Placid, Msgr. James T. 


’ Lyng placed a six month ban for 


Catholics on the Palace Theatre, 
the town’s only film house, when 
it played Bardot. The Kingsley 
import is on the “Condemned” list 
of the National Legion of Decency. 
Later, the same local priest pre- 
vailed on the operators of the Sara- 
Placid Drive-In to cancel the book- 
ing of another Bardot feature, 
“The Bride Is Much too Beauti- 


ful,” which has a “B” (Objection- | 


able in Part for All) rating from 
the Legion. 

(Distributor Jack Ellis said he 
had not been informed of the can- 
cellation as of yesterday (Tues.) 
morning. He said that it would 
represent a breach of contract. 
He's had no such experience any- 
where else.) 

Mser. Lyng said his actions were 
taken “in the interest of common 
decency” and should not be ident- 
tified as the moves of any one 
single sect. In imposing the six- 
month ban on the Palace, the 
priest: also urged local business 
people not post any program no- 
tices of the house for that period 
of time. About half of Lake Pla- 
cid’s population is Roman Catholic. 
However, during the summer, the 
community is swelled by a great 
many vacationers, 

The Palace is run by James P. 
McLaughlin, a Protestant. The 
Sara-Placid Drive-In is operated 
by two Catholics. When Msgr. 
Lyng first approached McLaugh- 
lin he offered a deal under which 
the church would pay $350, or a 
Sunday's receipts, whichever was 
greater, plus the cost of shipment 
for the print of a new picture from 
Albany. McLaughlin turned 
down the proposition, pointing out 
that his house had play “C”-rated 
films before and without any 
interference from the church. “God 
Created Woman” turned in the 
theatre's second-biggest gross of 
the year. 

This is not the first tme that 2 
Roman Catholic pastor has im- 
posed a total ban on a theatre af- 
ter it played a film considered ob- 
jectionable. Each time this hap- 
pens, voices are raised in protest. 
The last two releases over which 
such issues arose were “Baby Doll” 
(WB) and “The Moon Is Blue” 
(UA). 

The Catholie position in these 
matters is that the clergy is ob- 
ligated to “protect” the morals 
of its flock. The usual counter 
argument is that, in looking out 
for Catholics, the Church actually 
is depriving non-Catholics of their 
freedom of choice and in effect is 
acting as a censor for the entire 
community. 

There is some question among 
exhibiters whether or not the ty 
of six-month ban imposed in Lake 
Placid actually is effective for 
more than a couple of weeks. 
Nevertheless, most theatreowners 
don’t like to get into a hassle with 
the local priest, though—as in the 
Placid case—there is a tendency to 
resist at least on the picture in- 
volved. Part of the reason is that 
the attendant publicity on the at- 
traction greatly spurs attendance 
for the run. Pattern in the past 
has been for the local Church au- 
thority to eventually enter into a 
deal under which the ban is lifted 
in return for a promise from the 
theatre not to book any condemned 
films in the future. 

Already in Placid Msgr. Lyng in- 
dicated the ban might be lifted 
“under certain eonditions,” though 
he refused to spell them out. 

“God Created Woman,” easily 
the most successful foreign import 
ever fo hit the States, has run into 
a lot of censorship trouble during 


its release. 
sion in the future is probably in- 
creased since distributors now tend 
to dub their imports to make them 
available to a wider U.S. audience. 
A number of new Bardot films 
(new at least to Americans) are 
coming on the market, including 
“La Parisienne’ which has been 
“B”-rated. As importers pay 
larger advances for these films, 
they can be expected to become 
proportionately more eager to 
avoid incidents -which might tend 
to reduce the gross. 

Though they are generally cau- 
tious, quite a few exhibitors are 
of the opinion that Church boy- 
cotts of the type imposed in Lake 
Placid should be opposed. Same is 
true of the independent importer- 
distributors. Reasoning is that 
the fact of a theatre’s bowing be- 
fore the boycott threat is generally 
reported in the trade and creates 
a climate of fear (often exager- 
ated) which then tends to extend 
itself far beyond the single film 
in question. 





Star System 











Continued from page 1 
|a screenplay to a major film com- 
pany. An executive of the com- 
pany read the script, said he liked 
it and that his company would be 
willing to finance the property if 
the producer could obtain the serv- 
ices of one of the male performers 
designated by the company. 


The list included the following: 


The danger of colli-+ 











Continued from page 3} aa 





which the film biz has stayed clear 
in the past. 

Several of the companies feel 
that any deal with the Soviets is 
certain to be presented as proof 
abroad that, when it rejects any 
such propositions in the past, 
MPEA acted in bad faith. The 
Association over the years has 
gone to some pains to explain to its 
overseas competition that, as an 
industry, it is unable to go for any 
reciprocity arrangements, there 
being no longer a direct link be- 
tween distribution and exhibition. 
This assertion has always been 
greeted with considerable skepti- 
cism abroad. 





Alerting Non-Members, Too 
Washington, Aug. 5. 

Film companies not affiliated 
with Motion Picture Assn. of 
America or Motion Picture Export 
Assn. will meet Aug. 21 for a brief- 
ing with Eric Johnston, and Tur- 
ner B. Shelton, of the United 
States Information Agency. 

Johnston and Shelton hope for 
a good turnout at the meeting in 
room 5104 of State Dept. building. 
Purpose is to alert these non- 
member companies on the status 
of the exchange of films between 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

















Jemes Stewart, Frank Sinatra, 
Cary Grant, Clark Gable, Gary 
Cooper, Robert Mitchum, Tyrone 
Power, Glenn Ford, William 
Holden, Gregory Peck, Marlon | 
Brando, Montgomery Clift, John 
Wayne, Yul Brynner, Kirk Doug- 
las and Rock Hudson. 

Since the producer had con- 
ceived the production as a modest | 


of the performers listed already 
had commitments, he is just about 
ready to abandon his project. 

In the field of femme stars, the 
list is usually smaller. Although 
the following is not meant to be 
complete, the distaff list is be-| 
lieved to read as follows: Ingrid 
Bergman, Ava Gardner, Marilyn | 
Monroe, Brigitte Bardot, Deborah | 
Kerr, Doris Day, Elizabeth Taylor | 
and Audrey Hepburn. | 

As a further indication of the. 
concentration on certain “name” | 
performers, the policy of Metro} 
may serve as an example. The. 
company, which has been on the | 
downgrade since the depletion of | 
its private stable of stars, is mak- | 
ing every effort to corral the 
“proper names” in its deals with 
independent film-makers. For in- 
stance, the company’s 1958-59 pro- 
duction schedule includes such 
names as Frank Sinatra, Gary 
Cooper, Cary Grant, Glenn Ford, 
Robert Mitchum, Rex Harrison, 
Yul Brynner, Ingrid Bergman, 
Doris Day, Elizabeth Taylor, Au- 
drey Hepburn, Deborah Kerr and 
Judy Holliday. In addition, the 
company has also set such “name” 
players as Harry Belafonte, Ros- 
sano Brazzi, Jack Carson, Maurice 
Chevalier, Mel Ferrer, Anthony 
Franciosa, Charlton Heston, Dean 
Martin, James Mason, Anthony 
Perkins, Robert Taylor, Richard 
Widmark, Paul Newman, Leslie 
Caron, Cyd Charisse, Kay Kendall, 
Shirley MacLaine, Maria Schell 
and Debbie Reynolds. 





budget entry and since a majority | 


Censor Speaks 


Continued from page 3 
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to be censored—and might be 
|banned—in more _ sophisticated 


| New York, Pesce said he couldn't 
| go along with the assumption that | 
| New Yorkers (not even metropoli- 


tanites) were more “sophisticated.” 
In any case, he noted, some other 
forms of control do exist in other 
| states, whether via police powers 
or other methods. 

| He also wasn’t sure that the 
| statement—“These films play in 
| other states and nobody seems to 
| suffer’’—was accurate. 

Pesce said he personally favored 
the categorizing of films for adults, 
but added that this would impose 
certain adiministrative difficulties 
on his department. He also point- 
ed to exhibitor resistance to such 
a method, though it is practiced 
widely in Europe. 

Generally speaking, Pesce found 
more objectionable material than 
in the past in foreign imports. 
“Because of the court decisions, 
we had to liberalize our approach 


| and distributors started submitting 


more and more films that hit over 
the border line,” he held. “The 
distributors for a while thought 
this place was wide open. Well, it 
isn’t.” : 

(Pesce has been in the division 
since 1952. He became assistant 
director a year ago and chief of 
the department last September. 
Sidney Bernstein is assistant di- 
rector. Division formerly was 
headed by Dr. Hugh M. Flick, now 
assistant to the N.Y. State Educa- 
tion Commissioner.) 


F. F. F. Films Ine. has been 
authorized to conduct a film busi- 
ness in New York, with capital 
stock of 200 shares, no par value. 
Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin, Krim & 
Ballon were filing attorneys at 
Albany. 





to work. 
time for the period until 8:30; 
time. 

2. In Hollywood, overtime is 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Leon Fromkess, who has produced films in both Hollywood and Man- 
hattan, says that union regulations in east raise costs and discourage 
further production, so that films shoot in N.Y. primarily only when 
there is an overwhelming necessity for street exteriors and other out- 
door action which Hollywood studios cannot simulate as well. Speak- 
ing as a telepix man in last week’s Vartery, Fromkess spelled out the 
east-west costs in terms of union locats, the Pacific crews “making it 
easy” and the Atlantic seaboard crews “thinking of nothing but their 
|}own paychecks.” He cites these differences: 

1. In Hollywood, a producer can place a call for as early as 6 
a.m. or as late as 8 p.m. without guing into overtime. 
straight pay for eight hours commencing with the time they report 
In New York, any call before 8:30 a.m. involves double 


Crews get 


afier 5:30 p.m., it’s also double 


time-and-a-half, and the overtime 


hour is divided into six-minute segments, so that if a crew works 


five minutes over, they get paid for only six minutes, or one- 
tenth of the hour rate at time-and-a-half. 


In New York, when a 


crew goes over five minutes, it receives double time for an entire 


half-hour. 


out to 50); in New York, it’s 40. 


3. Average straight-time work week of film crews in Hollywood 
is about 50 hours (actual time varies with each craft, but averages 





tude on the part of the public, the 


comes too tate to hit home. 


terest in these projects alive. 





Mum on 24 Week ‘10 (° Figures: 
Par Blames Qzoners’ Confusing Ads 


+ 


Film companies, with large investments in their overseas produc- 
tions, increasingly feel that there must be an intensification in the flow 
of production publicity to American news channels. 

That's in line with the belief that, to create a real want-to-see atti- 


title of a picture and its stars must 


be kept in front of the potential audience for a long time prior to re- 
lease. Too many attractions, maintain ad-pub execs, reach the thea- 
tres “cold” and on the crest of a last-minute wave of publicity which 


It’s a view very similar to the one held by many of the independent 
importers who argue that foreign films would be well served by a con- 
tinuous flow of pre-release publicity from Europe. Effort along this 
line is being made by the French Film Office in Manhattan. 

Three major productions now shooting in Europe are keeping up a 
steady stream of news and features to the States: “John Paul Jones,” 
which is current in Spain; “The Naked Maja” and “Ben Hur.” Latter 
two are shooting in Rome. European and American journalists are be- 
ing shipped to the studios in the hope that their reports will keep in- 





| Stanley Pays 25c 


The board of directors of 

Stanley Warner Corp. declared 

; a dividend of 25c per share 

| last week on the company’s 
|} common stock. 

Divvy is payable Aug. 25 to 

stockholders of record Aug. 11. 


+ 











Ruth Franklin 





i eeeaeaeeenanl 
voice so readily (she’s done child- 
ren, dogs, old ladies and imitations 
of Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn 
Monroe) agencies apparently 
have had no fear of her being 
recognized. Perfect case in point: 
U. S. Steel had her do an old lady 
croaking out the line, “Young 
people love soft drinks in cans,” 
and in short order the Glass Con- 
tainer Instituie hired her to say in 
a little-girl voice, “Soft drinks taste 
good in bottles.” 

Miss Franklin started “faking it” 
about four years ago when, at 21, 
she played the running role on 
“Mr. Peepers” of a 12-year-old stu- 
dent. 
old enough to smoke during pro- 
duction breaks.) 

She claims the only “product 
conflict” she’s ever had is a con- 
tinuing one: a large number of 
actors, when asked for blurb 
credits, claim the Levy's bread 





pitch as their own. 





The trend towards brutality and 
gruesomeness in films is such that 
specific legislation should be en- 
acted in Albany to allow the New 
York censor to deal with it, Louis 
M. Pesce, chief of the N. Y. State 
Education Dept. motion picture 
division (i.e. the N. Y. censor) de- 
clared. 

Pesce reported receiving an in- 
creasing number of complaints 
from individuals throughout the 
state, pointing out the increase in 
films accenting “horror” and vio- 
lent action. However, he pointed 
out, his department is unable to 








take action even on the extreme 
instances since, in the wake of the 
“Garden of Eden” decision, its 
scope was defined to the subject 
of obscenity. 

Censor said his department 
would welcome specification of the 
censorship law to rule out extreme 
brutality. Another approach, he 
suggested, would be the setting up 
of categories, separating the audi« 
ence into juveniles and adults. 

Pesce said he had no quarrel 
with the operations of the Produe- 
tion Code, which is supposed to 
eliminate extreme sadism, horror, 
ete. at the script level. Offenders 
for the most part are small outfits, 





N.Y. Censor Asks New Law Squelching 
‘Extreme Brutality’ Scenes In Films 


many of which don't even bother 
getting the Code okay, but must 
pass through the N. Y. censor's 
office if they wish to have their 
pix played off in the state. 

“I see legislation aimed at these 
excesses as a specific need,” Pesce 
commented. His own department 
so far has done nothing to try and 
initiate any action in Albany. 

With the increase in exploitation 
films, the motion picture division 
is sending out more letters than 
ever, warning distributors against 
excesses in advertising. Under the 
rules of the division, a license can 
be revoked if the ads for a film 
are considered offensive, 


(She was the only moppet | 


Paramount sees no “particular 
purpose” in continuing the run 
ning feud with drive-in operators, 
|and particularly the Independent 
| Exhibitors of New England, éver 
the terms'for “10 Commandments.” 
|The company had been challenged 
| by Edward W. Lider, president of 
the Bay State Allied States Assn. 
affiliate, to issue the second week's 
| grosses of “10 C’s” in drive-ins as 
| readily as the company has been 


Continued from page 1 S| giving out the first week’s take. 


| The film company’s refusal to 
|; issue the second week's figures is 
| taken to mean by the Massachu- 
setts group that its (the exhibs) 
claim that the picture had “flop- 
ped” at five Bay State drive-ins 
has been substantiated. However, 
the film company maintains that 
if the grosses are poor for the 
second week, it's the fault of the 
five drive-in operators. Par's 
position is that the ozoners had 
publicized the withdrawal of the 
picture and had placed new adver- 
tising for another picture. As a 
| result, Par states, the public was 
| confused and unaware that “10 
C’s” was still available at the out- 
door theatres in question. Par 
forced the drive-ins to live up to 
the original contract which called 
for a firm two weeks for the pic- 
ture. 

Although Par has been giving 
out first week figures for various 
engagements of “Commandments” 
in drive-ins throughoyt the coun- 
try, it has not as yet issued a 
company’s position being that it is 
“fruitless” to continue the contro- 
versy. It staunchly maintains 
that the engagements have been 
profitable under the terms request- 
ed by the company. 

Par has been charged with il- 
legal price-fixing because of its 
demand for royalty payments— 
68¢ for adults and 30c for children 
the first week and 57c and 25c for 
the second week. Policy has 
caused the drive-ins to charge 50c 
admission for children who have 
heretofore been admitted free. 








Beaver Valley’s Ji-Way 51 Drive- 
In near Pittsburgh has been trans- 
ferred from the New Castle operat- 
ing company headed by Al Tate 
and the widow of John Wineck to 





the Cook and Anderson Theatre 
Enterprises of Beaver Falls, Pa. 
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Church Morals Vs Non-Catholic Rights 
Again Erupts In A Boycotting Move 


Lake Placid, N.Y., incident in- 
volving the Brigitte Bardot starrer, 
“And God Created Woman,” and 


the Roman Catholic pastor, is 
seen in the trade as both (a) 
“frightening” exhibitors and (b) 
encouraging other local priests 


elsewhere to take similar action. 


One theatreowner said at the 
weekend that he had planned to 
book “God Created Woman” in 
several of his houses but that, in 
the wake of the Lake Placid ex- 
perience, he had changed his mind. 
“What's the use,” he commented. 
“It’s all very well to talk about 
principles, but when you run a 
commercial enterprise it’s just as 
well to remember that the purpose 
is to bring people in, not to keep 
them out.” 

Six-Months Ban 

In Lake Placid, Msgr. James T. 
Lyng placed a six month ban for 
Catholics on the Palace Theatre, 
the town's only film house, when 
it played Bardot. The Kingsley 
import is on the “Condemned” list 
of the National Legion of Decency. 
Later, the same local priest pre- 
vailed on the operators of the Sara- 
Placid Drive-In to cancel the book- 
ing of another Bardot feature, 
“The Bride Is Much too Beauti- 
ful,” which has a “B” (Objection- 
able in Part for All) rating from 
the Legion. 

(Distributor Jack Eilis said he 
had not been informed ef the can- 


cellation as of yesterday (Tues.) 
morning. He said that it would 
represent a breach of contract. 


He's had no such experience any- 
where else.) 

Mser. Lyng said his actions were 
taken “in the interest of common 
decency” and should not be ident- 
tified as the moves of any one 
single sect. In imposing the six- 
month ban on the Palace, the 
priest: also urged local business 
people not post any program no- 
tices of the house for that period 
of time. About half of Lake Pla- 
cid’s population is Roman Catholic. 
However, during the summer, the 
community is swelled by a great 
many vacationers. 

The Palace is run by James P. 
McLaughlin, a Protestant. The 
Sara-Placid Drive-In is operated 
by two Catholics. When Msgr. 
Lyng first approached McLaugh- 
lin he offered a deal under which 
the church would pay $350, or a 
Sunday’s receipts, whichever was 
greater, plus the cost of shipment 
for the print of a new picture from 
Albany. McLaughlin turned 
down the proposition, pointing out 
that his house had play “C’-rated 
films before and without any 
interference from the church. “God 
Created Woman” turned in the 
theatre's second-biggest gross of 
the year. 

This is not the first tme that a 
Roman Catholic pastor has im- 
posed a total ban on a theatre af- 
ter it played a film considered ob- 
jectionable. Each time this hap- 
pens, voices are raised in protest. 
The last two releases over which 
such issues arose were “Baby Doll” 
(WB) and “The Moon Is Blue” 
(UA). 

The Catholic position in these 
matters is that the clergy is ob- 
ligated to “protect” the morals 
of. its flock. The usual counter 
argument is that, in looking out 
for Catholics, the Church actually 


‘is depriving non-Catholics of their 


freedom of choice and in effect is 
acting as a censor for the entire 
community. 

There is some question among 
exhibitors whether or not the ty. 
of six-month ban imposed in Lake 
Placid actually is effective for 
more than a couple of weeks. 
Nevertheless, most theatreowners 
don't like to get into a hassle with 
the local priest, though—as in the 
Placid case—there is a tendency to 
resist at least on the picture in- 
volved. Part of the reason is that 
the attendant publicity on the at- 
traction greatly spurs attendance 
for the run. Pattern in the past 
has been for the local Church au- 
thority to eventually enter into a 
deal under which the ban is lifted 
in return for a promise from the 
theatre not to book any condemned 
films in the future. 

Already in Placid Msgr. Lyng in- 
dicated the ban might be lifted 
“under certain eonditions,” though 
he refused to spell them out. 

“God Created Woman,” easily 
the most successful foreign import 
ever to hit the States, has run into 
a lot of censorship trouble during 





its release. The danger of colli-4 
sion in the future is probably in- 
creased since distributors now tend 
to dub their imports to make them 
available to a wider U.S. audience. 
A number of new Bardot films 
(new at least to Americans) are 
coming on the market, including 
“La Parisienne” which has been 
“B”-rated. As importers pay 
larger advances for these films, 
they can be expected to become 
proportionately more eager to 
avoid incidents -which might tend 
to reduce the gross. 

Though they are generally cau- 
tious, quite a few exhibitors are 
of the opinion that Church boy- 
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Continued from page 3 








which the film biz has stayed clear 
in the past. 

Several of the companies feel 
that any deal with the Soviets is 
certain to be presented as proof 
abroad that, when it rejects any 


such propositions in the past, 
MPEA acted in bad faith. The 
Association over the years has 


gone to some pains to explain to its 
overseas competition that, as an 
industry, it is unable to go for any 





cotts of the type imposed in Lake 
Placid should be opposed. Same is 
true of the independent importer- 
distributors. Reasoning is that 
the fact of a theatre’s bowing be- 
fore the boycott threat is generally 
reported in the trade and creates 
a climate of fear (often exager- 
ated) which then tends to extend 
itself far beyond the single film 
in question. 





Star System 


Continued from page 1 ee 


a screenplay to a major film com- 
pany. An executive of the com- 
pany read the script, said he liked 
it and that his company would be 
willing to finance the property if 
the producer could obtain the serv- 
ices of one of the male performers 
designated by the company. 

The list included the following: 
Jemes Stewart, Frank Sinatra, 
Cary Grant, Clark Gable, Gary 
Cooper, Robert Mitchum, Tyrone 
Power, Glenn Ford, 
Holden, 
Brando, Montgomery Clift, John 








Wayne, Yul Brynner, Kirk Doug- | 


las and Rock Hudson. 

Since the producer had con- 
ceived the production as a modest 
budget entry and since a majority 


of the performers listed already | 


had commitments, he is just about 
ready to abandon his project. 

In the field of femme stars, the 
list is usually smaller. Although 
the following is not meant to be 
complete, the distaff list is be- 
lieved to read as follows: Ingrid 
Bergman, Ava Gardner, Marilyn 
Monroe, Brigitte Bardot, Deborah 
Kerr, Doris Day, Elizabeth Taylor 
and Audrey Hepburn. 

As a further indication of the 
concentration on certain ‘“name” 
performers, the policy of Metro 
may serve as an example. The 
company, which has been on the 
downgrade since the depletion of 
its private stable of stars, is mak- 
ing every effort to corral the 
“proper names” in its deals with 
independent film-makers. For in- 
stance, the company’s 1958-59 pro- 
duction schedule includes such 
names as Frank Sinatra, Gary 
Cooper, Cary Grant, Glenn Ford, 
Robert Mitchum, Rex Harrison, 
Yul Brynner, Ingrid Bergman, 
Doris Day, Elizabeth Taylor, Au- 
drey Hepburn, Deborah Kerr and 
Judy Holliday. In addition, the 
company has also set such “name” 
players as Harry Belafonte, Ros- 
sano Brazzi, Jack Carson, Maurice 
Chevalier, Mel Ferrer, Anthony 
Franciosa, Charlton Heston, Dean 
Martin, James Mason, Anthony 
Perkins, Robert Taylor, Richard 
Widmark, Paul Newman, Leslie 
Caron, Cyd Charisse, Kay Kendall, 
Shirley MacLaine, Maria Schell 
and Debbie Reynolds. 


William | 
Gregory Peck, Marlon | 


reciprocity arrangements, there 
; being no longer a direct link be- 
|tween distribution and exhibition. 
This assertion has always been 
| greeted with considerable skepti- 
cism abroad. 





Alerting Non-Members, Too 
Washington, Aug. 5. 

Film companies not affiliated 
with Motion Picture Assn. of 
America or Motion Picture Export 
Assn. will meet Aug. 21 for a brief- 
ing with Eric Johnston, and Tur- 
ner B. Shelton, of the United 
States Information Agency. 

Johnston and Shelton hope for 
a good turnout at the meeting in 
room 5104 of State Dept. building. 
Purpose is to alert these non- 
member companies on the status 
of the exchange of films between 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

















Censor Speaks 
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to be censored—and might be 
|banned—in more _ sophisticated 
New York, Pesce said he couldn't 
| go along with the assumption that | 
; New Yorkers (not even metropoli- | 
tanites) were more “sophisticated.” | 
|In any case, he noted, some other | 
| forms of control do exist in other | 
states, whether via police powers} 
or other methods. 
| He also wasn’t sure that the 
| statement—“These films play in 
other states and nobody seems to 
| suffer”’—was accurate. 
Pesce said he personally favored 
| the categorizing of films for adults, 
| but added that this would impose 
|certain adiministrative difficulties 
|on his department. He also point- 
}ed to exhibitor resistance to such 
|a method, though it is practiced 
| widely in Europe. 
Generally speaking, Pesce found 
| more objectionable material than 
in the past in foreign imports. 
“Because of the court decisions, 
we had to liberalize our approach 
| and distributors started submitting 
more and more films that hit over 
the border line,” he held. “The 
distributors for a while thought 
this place was wide open. Well, it 
isn’t.” ‘i 
(Pesce has been in the division 
since 1952. He became assistant 
director a year ago and chief of 
the department last September. 
Sidney Bernstein is assistant di- 
rector. Division formerly was 
headed by Dr. Hugh M. Flick, now 
assistant to the N.Y. State Educa- 
tion Commissioner.) 

















F. F. F. Films Ine. has been 
authorized to conduct a film busi- 
ness in New York, with capital 
stock of 200 shares, no par value. 
Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin, Krim & 
Ballon were filing attorneys at 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Leon Fromkess, who has produced films in both Hollywood and Man- 
hattan, says that union regulations in east raise costs and discourage 
further production, so that films shoot in N.Y. primarily only when 
there is an overwhelming necessity for street exteriors and other out- 
door action which Hollywood studios cannot simulate as well. Speak- 
ing as a telepix man in last week’s Vartery, Fromkess spelled out the 
east-west costs in terms of union locats, the Pacific crews “making it 
easy” and the Atlantic seaboard crews “thinking of nothing but their 
own paychecks.” He cites these differences: 


a 


In Hollywood, a producer can place a call for as early as 6 
a.m. or as late as 8 p.n. without guing into overtime. 


Crews get 


straight pay for eight hours commencing with the time they report 


to work. 
time for the period until 8:30; 
time. 

2. In Hollywood, overtime is 


In New York, any call before 8:30 a.m. involves double 


afier 5:30 p.m., it’s also double 


time-and-a-half, and the overtime 


hour is divided into six-minute segments, so that if a crew works 
five minutes over, they get paid for only six minutes, or one- 


tenth of the hour rate at time-and-a-half. 


In New York, when a 


crew goes over five minutes, it receives double time for an entire 


half-hour. 


3. Average straight-time work week of film crews in Hollywood 
is about 50 hours (actual time varies with each craft, but averages 


out to 50); in New York, it’s 40. 





Film companies, with large investments in their overseas produc- 
tions, increasingly feel that there must be an intensification in the flow 
of production publicity to American news channels. 

That's in line with the belief that, to create a real want-to-see atti- 


tude on the part of the public, the 


title of a picture and its stars must 


be kept in front of the potential audience for a long time prior to re- 
lease. Too many attractions, maintain ad-pub execs, reach the thea- 
tres “cold” and on the crest of a last-minute wave of publicity which 


comes too late to hit home. 


It’s a view very similar to the one held by many of the independent 
importers who argue that foreign films would be well served by a con- 
tinuous flow of pre-release publicity from Europe. Effort along this 
line is being made by the French Film Office in Manhattan. 

Three major productions now shooting in Europe are keeping up a 
steady stream of news and features to the States: “John Paul Jones,” 
which is current in Spain; “The Naked Maja” and “Ben Hur.” Latter 
two are shooting in Rome. European and American journalists are be- 
ing shipped to the studios in the hope that their reports will keep in- 


terest in these projects alive. 





Mum on 2d Week 10.C Figures: 


Par Blames Qzoners Confusing Ads 
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Stanley Pays 25c 


The board of directors of 
Stanley Warner Corp. declared 
a dividend of 25c per share 
last week on the company’s 
common stock. 

Divvy is payable Aug. 25 to 
stockholders of record Aug. 11. 


Ruth Franklin 
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voice so readily (she’s done child- 
ren, dogs, old ladies and imitations 
of Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn 
Monroe) agencies apparently 
have had no fear of her being 
recognized. Perfect case in point: 
U. S. Steel had her do an old lady 
croaking out the line, “Young 
people love soft drinks in cans,” 
and in short order the Glass Con- 
tainer Institute hired her to say in 
a little-girl voice, “Soft drinks taste 
good in bottles.” 

Miss Franklin started “faking it” 
about four years ago when, at 21, 
she played the running role on 
“Mr. Peepers” of a 12-year-old stu- 
dent. (She was the only moppet 
old enough to smoke during pro- 
duction breaks. ) 

She claims the only “product 
conflict” she’s ever had is a con- 


tinuing one: a large number of 
actors, when asked for blurb 
credits, claim the Levy’s bread 








Albany. 


pitch as their own. 





N.Y. Censor Asks New Law Squelching 
‘Extreme Brutality’ Scenes In Films 


The trend towards brutality and 
gruesomeness in films is such that 
specific legislation should be en- 
acted in Albany to allow the New 
York censor to deal with it, Louis 
M. Pesce, chief of the N. Y. State 
Education Dept. motion picture 
division (i.e. the N. Y. censor) de- 
clared. 

Pesce reported receiving an in- 
creasing number of complaints 
from individuals throughout the 
state, pointing out the increase in 
films accenting “horror” and vio- 
lent action. However, he pointed 


take action even on the extreme 
instances since, in the wake of the 
“Garden of Eden” decision, its 
scope was defined to the subject 
of obscenity. 

Censor said his department 
would welcome specification of the 
censorship law to rule out extreme 
brutality. Another approach, he 
suggested, would be the setting up 
of categories, separating the audi« 
ence into juveniles and adults. 

Pesce said he had no quarrel 
with the operations of the Produe- 
tion Code, which is supposed to 
eliminate extreme sadism, horror, 
ete. at the script level. Offenders 





out, his department is unable io 





for the most part are small outfits, 


many of which don't even bother 
getting the Code okay, but must 
pass through the N. Y. censor’s 
office if they wish to have their 
pix played off in the state. 

“I see legislation aimed at these 
excesses as a specific need,” Pesce 
commented. His own department 
so far has done nothing to try and 
initiate any action in Albany. 

With the increase in exploitation 
films, the motion picture division 
is sending out more letters than 
ever, warning distributors against 
excesses in advertising. Under the 
rules of the division, a license can 
be revoked if the ads for a film 
are considered offensive, 


Paramount sees no “particular 
| purpose” in continuing the run 
ning feud with drive-in operators, 
{and particularly the Independent 
| Exhibitors of New England, éver 
the terms'for “10 Commandments.” 
The company had been challenged 
| by Edward W. Lider, president of 
the Bay State Allied States Assn. 
affiliate, to issue the second week's 
| grosses of “10 C’s” in drive-ins as 
| readily as the company has been 
giving out the first week's take. 

| The film company’s refusal to 
| issue the second week's figures is 
|taken to mean by the Massachu- 
setts group that its (the exhibs) 
claim that the picture had “flop 
ped” at five Bay State drive-ins 
has been substantiated. However, 
the film company maintains that 
if the grosses are poor for the 
second week, it’s the fault of the 
| five drive-in operators. Par'’s 
position is that the ozoners had 
publicized the withdrawal of the 
picture and had placed new adver- 
tising for another picture. As a 
| result, Par states, the public was 
|confused and unaware that “10 
| C’s” was still available at the out- 
door theatres in question. Par 
forced the drive-ins to live up to 
the original contract which called 
for a firm two weeks for the pic- 
ture. 

Although Par has been giving 
out first week figures for various 
engagements of “Commandments” 
in drive-ins throughoyt the coun- 
try, it has not as yet issued a 
company’s position being that it is 
“fruitless” to continue the contro- 
versy. It staunchly maintains 
that the engagements have been 
profitable under the terms request- 
ed by the company. 

Par has been charged with il- 
legal price-fixing because of its 
demand for royalty payments— 
68¢ for adults and 30c for children 
the first week and 57c and 25c for 
the second week. Policy has 
caused the drive-ins to charge 50c 
admission for children who have 
heretofore been admitted free. 








Beaver Valley’s Ji-Way 51 Drive- 
In near Pittsburgh has been trans- 
ferred from the New Castle operat- 
ing company headed by Al Tate 
and the widow of John Wineck to 
the Cook and Anderson Theatre 
Enterprises of Beaver Falls, Pa. 
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Magazines, Sunday Supplements Hurt 


By New Point-of-Sale Preferences 


Magazine and Sunday newspa- 
per section revenue from motion 
picture advertisements dropped 
again during the first half of 1958, 
reflecting both a tightened purse 
and fewer pictures in release. 

A Variery check of figures sup- 
plied by Publishers Information 
Bureau last week showed that 
overall ad expenditures in the 
mags and the Sunday sections de- 
clined by about 25%, from $1,405,- 
206 in the six months ended June 
30, 1957, to $1,049,361 for the same 
period this year. 

One of the reasons for this les- 
ser activity is the company’s feel- 
ing that local, point-of-sale adver- 
tising on the whole is preferable 
to national ads, which establish the 
title of an attraction, but don’t— 
they reason—contribute directly to 
bringing in patrons at the boxof- 
fice. Also, the timing of the ads 
prevents them from being of, im- 
mediate and applicable use when a 
film actually goes into release. 
Finally, there is the feeling that 
the national ads tend to overlap in 
part with local campaigns. 


One of the big losers in the cur- | 


rent trend have been the Sunday 
supplements. They went down 
again during the first half of this 
year, from $152,670 in 1957 to 
$117,000. It must be noted, how- 
ever, that the very film conscious 
Parade Magazine managed to im- 
prove its film ad showing in 58, 
going to $26,510 from* $23,860. The 
competing This Week magazine 


dropped to $53,650 from $75,360 | 


last year. 

The declining film trend is in 
tune with the overall approach to 
magazine advertising in a reces- 
sion-conscious country. Total ex- 
penditure on amusement and en- 
tertainment ads in the mags during 
the first half of ‘58 was down to 
$1,599,298 from $1,852,614 last 
year. 

The 1958 film ad figures derived 


from 32 pictures. In 1957, the to- | 


tals accrued from 40 films. 

The largest magazifie advertiser 
in 1958 ‘to July) was still Loew’s, 
with $328,570 for eight pictures. In 
1957 it spent $389,682 in the com- 
parable period. 20th-Fox ranks 
next with $283,000 for only two 
films. Paramount, which spent 
$237,534 last year, splurged to the 
tune of $209,951 on four films in 
1958. Warner Bros. spent $71,051 
on six pictures against $103,166 in 
1957. Universal was down for 
$70,749 whereas it had spent $230,- 
618 ip 1957. United Artists also 
showed a sharp drop to only $9,751 
for three pictures. In the compara- 
ble period in °57 it had spent $330.- 


985. Columbia spent $33,000 on 
“The Key” and “Bridge on the 
River Kwai” in the first half of 
58. 


The changed situation reflects in 
the film ad income of the big mags. 
Life, for instance, went down from 
$236,935 to $182,753 for the first 
six months if 1958. Look likewise 
plunged from $240,377 to $185.- 
175. The Saturday Evening Post 
dropped from $122,465 to $87,895. 
Seventeen was down to $33,600 
from $51,205. Redbook lost toe, 
going from $36,755 to $31,000. 


Paul Robeson 


ew COntinued from page 2 

















Aug. 10, but it will not be until 
the middle of September that he 
starts his hefty round of the prov- 


inces, which will carry him through | 


to mid-December. So far, 
itinerary of one nighters listed, | 
includes appearances at 20 major | 
cities and towns. 

Robeson’s concert tour of Britain 
is being handled by the Harold 
Holt office, which is paging Amer- 
ican pianist 
come to Britain and join the 
singer. This would renew a part- 
nership which was well known in 
this country before the war when 
Robeson and Brown appeared to- 
gether series of celebrity 
concerts for Harold Holt. 

At a press conference last weck 
Robeson revealed that he hopes to 
appear in a British production of 
“Othello” during his stay in Britain. 
He played in the Shakespeare 
drama in London in 1930, with 
Peggy Ashcroft as Desdemona. 


the | 


r. 
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Gersh Vice Sam Jaffe 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Phil Gersh is new president of 
Famous Artists Associates follow- 
ing exit of Sam Jaffe, retiring from 
agency biz for theatrical film and 
television production. 





Gersh, with Jaffe for 20 years, | 


was v.p. when Jaffe and Famous 
Artists merged in 1956. Charles K. 
,Feldman is board chairman of Fa- 
‘mous Artists. 


Jaffe has been agent for 25 years | 


forming his own agency in 1933. 
Previously he was production man- 


ager at Paramount and was also in | 


|production with RKO and Colum- 
‘bia. In 1948 he produced “The 
| Sullivans,” an indie venture, 


2 Chicago Houses: 





Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Chicago is shy another two thea- 
tres—but this time not for a lack 
|of patronage. Two, both nabe in- 
\dies, and one showcasing Latin 
product only, came to violent ends 
last week. First casualty was the 
|Gold, where flames followed an ex- 
| plosion to gut the house. Two days 


Blow, Fall Down 


jlater, Spanish-language Villa col- | 


lapsed in a heap, less than an hour 
after the last show. 

| Finding of a can of turpentine in 
the Villa’s lobby at first aroused 
‘suspicions of arson, but authorities 
later determined that the collapse 
was due solely to structural weak- 
nesses in the 50-year-old building. 
Total damage estimates ranged up 
, to $110,000, and it’s doubtful either 
situation will rebuild. 


U.S. Majors Continue 
Fight Vs. Japan Dualers 


Tokyo, July 29. 
| Despite the announced new pol- 
icy by Shochiku and Tcho of offer- 
ing double-feature bills through 
the reorganized foreign film chains, 
it is believed single billings of 
U. S. major company product will 
continue. 
| Before start of the new outlet 
setup, Toho was slated to show a 
dualer of “Merry Andrew” and 
“The Sheepman,” *but Metro de- 
|clined and the pix were booked 
| singly. Shochiku and Toho are now 
| booking their theatres with double 
| features of European films only. 








| 


Northwest Drive-Ins Up 
| To Their Hub-Caps In 


| Abnormal July Rains 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 

| Record rainfall in July was 
climaxed with a record downpour 
last Wednesday (30) which took a 


severe toll from theatre business, | 


as well as from industry and the 
populace in general. When a 5-inch 
rain was over, floods had knocked 
out the Boulevard Drive-in on the 
southwest side of the city and the 
| Heart Drive-in on the east side. 
Other theatres were affected by 
| power failures, and biz in general 
|was severely dampened by the 
four--hour rainfall which began at 
8 p.m. Even though other drive- 
ins were able to remain open, they 
took a heavy licking at the boxof- 
fice, and the rain was so heavy as 
ito stall traffic in many sectors of 
|the.city, consequently cutting down 
traffic to indoor houses. 
Managements of the two downed 
| drive-ins indicated they would be 


| back in operation within a few 
days. The Boulevard apparently | 
|took the worst battering with 5 


feet of water swirling through it. 

This storm came directly on the 
metropolitan area, in contrast to a 
jnumber of others which have hit 
|other sections of the K. C. trade 
territory this summer. 





WEAK IN SYRACUSE 


Hope Third Cinerama Will Do 
Better Than Others 








Syracuse, Aug. 5. 

A red carpet setting was used 
here to give a proper sendoff to 
“Seven Wonders,” the third Cine- 
rama picture, at the Schine circuit's 
| Eckel Theatre here last week. It’s 
| the frank hope of Schine execs to 
put this one across to at least 
salvage a part of the $40.000 in- 


vert the Eckel to the process. 

The two prior Cinerama releases 
at the house proved very weak in 
| Svracuse. The first ran only a fair 
|four months. The second, “Cine- 

rama Holiday,” closed a slow three- 
}month run last week. The local 





papers have been trying to help} 
the Eckel, but so far to no avail. | 


The Schines now hope to at least 
break even out*’of the whole en- 
| gagement. 





Time Mag’s TV Station Loading 


St. Paul, Aug. 5. 

This area’s exhibitors are suffer- 
ing their biggest television fea- 
ture picture headache since video's 
entry. 

It’s the result of WTCN-TV, the 
/Iccal ABC outlet, under its new 
Time ownersnip, firing away with 
what it calls “Movie Spectacular” 
time, seven nights a week at the 
comparatively early hour of 9:45. 
| Having just acquired the United 
| Artists, M-G-M and Warner Bros. 
| pix, the station is shooting heavy 
feature film ammunition at the out- 
set in an effort to cut more into 
;the opposition KSTP-TV and 
WCCO-TV evening heavy ratings, 
especially for their 10 p.m. half- 
hour news, weather and _ sports 





' shows. 
WTCN-TV has shoved its own | 


news program back from 10 to 9:30 


, |pm., shortened it to 15 minutes 
Lawrence Brown to | 


and immediately follows it with 
“the great new motion picture 
| shows—features presented for the 
| first time here” and many of them 
| of post 1948 origin. Also, they've 
lured a veteran, prominent WCCO- 
|TV newscaster, “Chick” McCuen, 
for the news shows. 
| This actually amounts to a fight 
among the Twin Cities’ three lead- 
int and only network stations 
‘KMSP-TV has no network con- 
nection and KTCA-TV is a non- 
commercial educational  stat‘on). 
‘But exhibitors are doing the loud- 


Air With Films, Theatremen Yelp 


| est crying and claiming to be hurt 
the most because of the intiial tv 
pictures’ quality and the fact that 


per advertising space every day to 
inform the public about its motion 
picture offering of the evening. 

It’s the stiffest tv picture com- 
petition they’ve had to date, the 
exhibs lament. 

Starting July 21 WTCN-TV hit 
out with “King’s Row.” “Big 
House.” “Dark Passage,” “Night 
Must Fall,” “God Is Mv Co-Pilot,” 
“Action in the North Atlantic” and 
“Chained” in that order nightly 
for the first week. Stars included 
Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bac- 
call, Robert Cummings. Wallace 
Beery and Anne Sheridan. 

The station has the ammunition 
to continue the “Movie Spectacu- 
lar” session indefinitely, public 
relations head George Lord points 
out. 


Exhibs hereabouts regard the 
pictures as equal or superior in 
quality to many they're able to 
offer, point out that many of them 
are new to the present filmgoing 
generation or can attract a sec- 
ond viewing and declare “this kind 
of competition is bound to hurt 
the boxoffice.” 

KMSP-TV,. now entirely owned 
by National Television Associates, 
|lost out on the M-G-M library 
| when M-G-M gave up its partial 
ownership of the station. 





vestment which was used to con-)| 


WTCN-TV is using heavy newspa-' 


Spender’s 34 Stripes 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

W. W. Spender, Metro studio 

manager, is resigning after 34 
years in capacities. 

He joined Metro as purchas- 

ing agent in 1924, was later 

| assistant manager of studio, 

and upped to present post in 

| 1947. 


various 








Goldenson Reports 


2d Quarter Up 


Estimated net profit 
American Broadcasting-Para- 
mount Theatres for the second 
quarter of 1958 was $1,188,000, 
equal to 27c per share on the out- 
standing stock and a 24% increase 
over the same quarter -of 1957, 
president Leonard Goldenson dis- 
closed this week in reporting bet- 
ter theatre and broadcasting busi- 
ness. The net operating profit 
|for the second quarter of 1957 was 
$957,000, or 2lc per share. 

For the first six months of 1958, 
estimated consolidated earnings, 
including capital gains, were $3,- 
265,000, or 75c per share, as com- 
pared with $2,793,000, or 63c per 
share, for the same period of 1957. 
Net « perating profit for the first 
six nunths of 1958 was $3,042,000, 
or 70c a share, as against $2,700,- 
000, or 6le per share, for the simi- 
lar stanza of 1957. 

Goldenson indicated that both 
broadcasting and theatre divisions 
of the company showed an im- 
provement in the second quarter. 
Topper noted that with the expan- 
|} sion of ABC’s tv network in day- 
|time programming “ABC will be- 
| come a more fully competitive net- 
|work and more attractive to net- 
| work advertisers.” 

Important sponsors have already 


operating 
of 


| 


however, that sponsors have been 
somewhat reluctant in making tv 
and radio commitments with all 
networks because of general busi- 
ness conditions Exec stressed, 
though, that ABC-TV’s “competi- 
tive position among the networks 























is expected to continue to im- 
prove.” 
More on Lensing 
New York 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Nice to see your commentary on 
;my article “Focus-Drift?- in your 
July 2 issue, evidencing VARIETY 
interest in matters technological, 
| bearing on the delivery of the 
| finished product, the prime interest 
| of your all-inclusive interest in 
| show business. 
| It happens, however, that your 
brief summary ‘mentioned only the 


of this prime projection problem. 
This thesis is weighed farther 
along in my article, and I stated 
definitely that the film factor alone 
is not rugged enough tovcarry the 
burden of the rap for this short- 
coming; I state positively that the 
| Very same condition could, and un- 
doubtedly would, prevail were the 
film base of nitrocellulose—pre- 
1948 vintage. 

The devil operating to produce 
present conditions is many-horned, 
his anatomy being composed of the 
following elements (not necessarily 
}in the order of importance but 
|rather combinative): terrifically 
| increased heat of the order of 50° 


|resulting from improved light 


source and more effective reflec- | 


| tive light at the film aperture: an 
| increase of at least 15% in light- 
| transmitting efficiency of the pro- 
| jector shutter, and the murderous 
| effect of the higher heat level to 
| disturb the balance of the “faster” 
| lenses which, of necessity, are at 
| least 25% more sensitive to ther- 
mal “shock” than were even their 
worthy immediate predecessors. 

In short, heat produced at the 
arc and more efficiently transmit- 
ted to the projector aperture, 
where it impinges upon the film 
frame, fs the real villain of the 


film base be nitrate or acetate. 
James J. Finn, 
(Editor, International 
Projectionist.) 





been signed for the new sked, ac- | 
cording to Goldenson, who added, | 


projectionist postulate that triace- | 
tate (safety film) is the chief cause | 


National Theatres’ 
39-Week Skid 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

National Theatres Inc., and its 
voting-controlled subsids chalked 
up a consolidated net income of 
$904.198 for 39-week period end- 
ed June 24, 1958, a dip of approxi- 
mately 34% under corresponding 
net last year, which amounted to 
$1,365,820. This year’s earnings 
for period are equivalent to 34 
cents per share on 2,699,486 shares 
of common stock outstanding, as 
against 51 cents per share in 1957. 

In a report to stockho'ders, 
prexy Elmer C. Rhoden disclosed 
that chain’s earnings for 13 weeks 
ended June 24, third quarter of 
current fiscal year, figured $160.- 
301, or six cents per share, com- 
pared with $178,054, or seven cents 
per share, for similar 1957 period. 

Rhoden reported that NT during 
the third quarter this year dis- 
posed of nine properties no longer 
needed for chain's operations, at a 
loss of $22,000. For like quarter 
of 1957, he stated, capital gains, 
net of Federal taxes, amounted to 
$15,000. Net income for current 
year’s third quarter, excluding 
capital gains, thus was $182,000, or 
seven cents per share, compared 
with $163,000, or six cents per 
share last year. 

Gross income for this year’s 39 
weeks ended» June 24 was $39,- 
230,655 as against last year’s $43.- 
391.043 for similar three quarters. 

Relative to NT’s recent purchase 
of station WDAF-TV and radio sta- 
tion WDAF, Kansas City, Rhoden 
reported that gross revenue for 
month of June amounted to 8° 
over preceding June. 





Iselin Buys 1.000-Car 

Outdoor From Warren 

Albany, Aug. 5 

Purchase by Alan V. Iselin of 
the 1,000-car Super 50, on the 
Schenectady-Saratoga Road, from 
Warren, gave Tri-City 
Drive-In theatres a third automo- 
biler. The others are: the Auto- 
Vision in East Greenbush, and the 
Turnpike in Westmere. Iselin and 
his father-in-law, Neii Hellman, 
acquired the, latter, with capacity 
for 700 cars, last October from 
John W. Gardner Sr 

Iselin’s Tri-City Drive-In The- 
atres also. recently assumed the 
“management” of Albano’s Drive- 
in at Ravena, 10 miles south of 
Albany—from Sylvester Albano. 


Joseph 


This, however, is a buying, book- 
ing. advertising and promoting 
deal. 


Price paid for Super 50, opened 
in June, 1957, was not revealed, 
but is believed to be between 
$70,000 and $90,000. 











Capital Circuit 


Continued from page 2 








a 
new ‘Philadelphia Story’, 
| starring The Lowes’ (Herman, 
Florence, Lesley, Roger.) Now 
Playing Garden Court Apts., 47th 
& Pine Streets, Philadelphia, 43, 
Pa. For reservations call: Granite 
, 6-0568. 


“The 





“I like to spend the summer at 
home because .. .” And, because 
| she completed the answer in 50 ap- 
pealings, Mrs. James Hedreth of 
Rockville, Md., won an aircondi- 
tioner on WTOP-TV’s “Cool 78” 
contest. 

But when Bob Adams, promotion 
manager, called to inform her, Mrs. 
| Hedreth replied, “Oh, dear, I hope 

it doesn’t disqualify me. But I can't 
pick it up next week. I'm leaving 
town on my vacation!” 

FCC Commissioner John Cross’ 
“vacation” is spent giving other 
| people one. He and his wife own a 
resort motel in the Ozarks, and 
Cross will spend August helping 
her run it. 

When Oklahoma Democrats 
| chose 32-year-old J. Howard Ed- 
mondson their nominee for gover- 





piece, irrespective of whether the nor, and picked twe other high 


| state officials, ages 31 and 33, one 
|elderly state Senator rushed out 
| the Capitol door and told inquirers, 
i“I’'m going out to get a crew cut!” 
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THE STUPIDITY OF THE OTHER FELLOW 


By ROBERT 


The tendency grows in distributor circles to decry theatre operation | Claco, 500. 


as the laggard branch of the film 
are resistive to “education,” 


J. LANDRY 


industry, to assert that exhibitors 


rut-bound, and so on. There are those who 


hint that all business-building campaigns lack reality because, first, ex- 
hibitors must shake free of the habit patterns of the past 30 years, and 


thus far refuse to do so. 


What are the merits of these charges? They are, to be sure, not new. | 


Sam Goldwyn and David O. Selznic 
the claimed sloth-selfish syndrome 
way of saying the same thing is to 
organizations, powered from a cent 


k, to name two, have long attacked 
of the theatre operators. The 1958 
point to the big merchandizing or- 
ral source, and to “regret” that so 


many theatres are “independent” of superior-brain control as, in one 


favored comparison, the 
chise-holders) of chain gas stations 
ards of operating efficiency. 

But 


owner-managers 


theatre operation, like picture producing, defies and 


(actually dependent fran- 
who must maintain imposed stand- 


mocks 


standardization. True there is the constant practical problem of provok- 


ing individual effort and combating 


slumber of the brain cells. The stu- 


dios, the exchanges and the theatres (and al] other businesses) confront 


human addiction to the law of least 


exertion. But the trouble with the 


genius-on-his-Manhattan-throne concept of how to cure trade prob- 


lems is (a) it never did, and (b) 
readily recall that when thousands 


it’s forbidden by law. Memory will 
of film theatres were literally op- 


erated from New York all too often the degradation of the local man- 


ager into a dinner-jacketed janitor 


after deep cogitation decreed that 


every theatre manager must have 
his tuxedo pressed twice a week 
and get authorization for anything 
costing more than $40. Who would 
advocate more of the same? 


_ There is, of course, absolutely 
nothing unique about exhibitors 
(retailers) fighting with distribu- 


tors (suppliers) and the same kind 
of complaints made against dic- 
tated film terms are made, only 
worse, by automobile dealers (the 
framchise again) against Detroit. | 
Detroit is a great “imposer” of 
superior brains, or call it muscle. 
Detroit has got problems. 

One thing stands out in the film 
industry today: the ingrained habit 
of criticizing the oiher fellow while 
seeing no fault in one’s self. But 
nobody has a monopoly on sloth, 
selfishness, reform-fighting egotism 
or blind groping. In point of fact 
there is ample evidence of increas- 


ingly vigorous “coming alive” 
throughout the industry. Whatever 


may be the down-at-heel condition 
of some hardtops, the driveins are 
mostly new and full of zing, frisky 
with stunts, gimmicks and mer- 
chandizing brainstorming. 

Take the much-mentioned matter 
of exhibitor resistance to foreign 
product. Was this theatre stand- 
patism alone or was the reluctance 
of the distribs to assume lip-syne 
expense equally contributory? A 
little sex-kitten from France made | 
all the difference. 

There is a good deal of sheer 
nonsense involved in the present 
over-dominant position of a dozen- | 
odd big male stars and some justice 
in saying that the exhibitors (but 
only also-ran to the blanket) help 
“force” the perpetuation of these 
golden presences. But did theatres 
invent or only “accept” the star 
sysiem? 

If stars are long-boats, who wants 
to swim? But the whole examina- 
tion of the star problem, along with 
all the other problems of bringing 
back missing business, points up| 
the need to make with the brain 
cells and play down the picturesque 
invective against that mysteriously | 
misty “other half” of the industry. | 


WHBlasis; Case For Radio Spots 
Kansas City, Aug. 5. 

Some pointed lessons in selling 
motion pictures were gleaned from 
the recent record run of “From 
Here To Eternity” in five inde- 
pendent drive-in theatres here re- 
cently. When biz boomed on open- | 
ing night (July 16), S & S Operat- | 
ing Co., which operates the 63rd | 
Street, largest of the five drive-ins, | 
instituted a customer survey. | 

Picture played also in the Boule- 
vard, Highway 50, Claco and Kan- 
sas dirve-ins day-and-date, and be- | 

















STUDIO for SALE 


Fully equipped motion picture studio 
and adjoining property for sale. 
Three sound stages, processing labo- 
ratory, two preview theatres with in- 
terlocks, carpenter shops, standing 
sets 

Studio recently serviced three major 
features, many television productions. 
Located in low-cost area outside New 
York, Purchase at less than original 
cost. Write for complete details, 


Represented by 
PAUL AMERLING 
521 Fifth Ave., New York City, N.Y. 











; worthwhile 


| create a want-to-see attitude. 


| sell, 


| scene 


| age bracket than usual. 


was a net result. Remote monarchs 





hind the engagement was an in- 
tensive radio campaign. There 
were 300 spots used on WHB, a 
one-minute and two 20-second 
identifications every hour for 10 
days. 

In the midst of the area’s worst 
rainy season and with a heavy 
rainstorm on Thursday night of the 
}engagement week, the _ picture 
racked up a gross of $28,500, great 
by any standards and well above 
the season's tops in any of these 
theatres. Something over $3,000 


| was devoted to advertising, about 


$2,500 of it on WHB 

The survey was taken from 100 
cars each night Thursday through 
Monday, by Alex Shniderman of 
S & S. He found that only 50% 
of patrons had seen the picture be- 
fore, and that over 50° came be- 
cause they heard the radio spots. 
Newspapers accounted for about 
38° of patrons decisions, and trail- 
ers and other sources accounted 
for the rest. 

Radio brought in a predominance 
patrons on Wednesday and 
and Monday and Tues- 
the theatre generally 

Newspapers and radio 
were almost equal in accounting 
for patronage on the week-end 
biz, indicating the theatre got most 
of its reguler patrons with a big 
plus of a new audience on those 
days. ‘ 

Radio has to be looked at as 
extra budget, but has proved very 
when it has strong 
merchandise to sell. The crux of 
the matter in a bring-back of this 
type is to reach the customers and 
The 
series of announcements included 
seven different spots. Six of them 
obtained from the McClendon 


of 
Thursday 
day, when 
has room. 


|“Self Factory” in Texas, and one 
| from Columbia, which releases the 


picture. All are geared to the soft 
but realistic with excerpts 
from the picture’s sound track. 
Patrons, especially high school 
and college age girls, said the love 
dialogue on the _ sound 
track interested them, and the 
theatres got a larger share of this 
Some cus- 
tomers came to see the picture more 


than once during the engagement, 


some came from towns 50 miles 
away and more, and- one carful 
reported it had never been in a 
drive-in theatre before. 

Columbia has tried out the pic- 
ture in a few midwest keys, and 
found that radio and special mer- 
chandising are mandatory. The 
picture played a Witchita engage- 
ment without benefit of radio back- 
ing and brought very ordinary re- 
turns. It played Omaha with 
ra 
j}used here and mopped up. As a 
result picture company execs in- 
| dicated they would reissue the pic- 
| ture only to locations where radio 
}can make it effective. 

Exhibs involved here concluded 
| there is plenty of b.o. strength left 
in many an older picture (as tv has 
j}long since found out), but the 
|routine picture selling will not 
|do the trick. This is also one 
| means at getting an attraction on 
a margin where the exhibitor can 
come out in good shape. 

All five drive-ins are usually 
subsequents, but each at 
\ has a fling at first runs. Their use 


‘of “Eternity” was its first reissue | 





a) 
dio campaign similar to that | 


times 


See 


BP RR: 





date here. The capacities, 63rd 
Street, 1,100 cars; Kansas, 900; 50 
Highway, 850; Boulevard, 700; | 
Between them they | 
| fairly well ring the metropolitan 
area, and a day-and-date situation | 


Shifting Fashions In Air Interviews 
Confront Ballyhooers With Problem 


In recent years television and its 


| picture with provocative subject 


makes it easy for the entire popu- older sidekicks, radio, have served | matter. 


lace to get to a theatre playing 
that particular picture. Admis- 
sions ranged from 75 to 85c. 
| Kite-Trapped Kiddies 
Dallas, July 29. 
Tony Todora, manager of the 
Village Theatre, has arranged that 
‘all children attending the Village 
Saturday to see the return engage- 
ment of Shirley Temple in “Su- 
sannah of the Mounties” and “Gul- 
liver’s Travels” will receive free 
kites, balloons and coupons for soft 
drinks. 


Pitch The Woo In Austin 
Austin, Aug. 5. 

Austin exhibitors are fighting 
the summer doldrums with imagi- 
nation, hard sell, and appeals to 
the feminine psychology, not to 
mention a touch of the sexsational. 

Mixture of rattling drums, bar- 
racks rough-stuff and love trysts 
were ingredients of saturation ra- 
dio spots which brought better- 
than-okeh returns to nabe Varsity 
Theatre’s re-run of “From Here 
To Eternity.” 

Spots, which ran before and dur- 
ing week’s run (July 16-23) were 
trademark productions of “the ol’ 
Scotchman” of Dallas, theatre- 
man-radio entrepreneur Gordon 
McLendon. 

Wrapped up in martial music 
and galvanic narration, longish 
spots (2 and 2142 minutes) featured 
dialog from soundtrack spotting 


breathy Lancaster-Kerr inter- 
changes, Clift to lift the mitts 
again, ete Feverish narrator 


clarioned that pic has “the wild- 
est and perhaps most savage love 
scene ever put an film . the un- 
forgettable Beach Scene!” 

Such spots have long produced 
more or less fantastic results for 
Southwest theatres, leading Mce- 
Lendon to proclaim imzginative ra- 
dio as a highly workable, not-suf- 
ficiently-exploited adjunct to suc- 
, cessful exhibition. 

“Eternity” spots were used by 
Interstate Theatre chain for 3-way 
revival of pic in Austin, El Paso 
and Dallas. Interstate has unbend- 
ing policy of releasing no grosses 
to trade press, but returns in all 
cities were reported to be above 
average. Varsity manager Jerry 
Cooper reported good days all 
week, with ticket sales fluctuat- 
ing between 25 and 50 per cent 
above average. 

Another Interstate theatre in 
Austin, the first-run, downtown 
State, pitched “Indiscreet,” Berg- 
man-Grant starrer, to the women, 
utilizing woman's departments of 
city’s sister papers. The Ameri- 
ean and The Statesman 

Promotion was brainchild of 
State manager Pericles Chriss, who 
sold the distaff departments on act- 
ing as “hostess” for a morning- 
coffee pre-screening of film. 
Theme was “spend a joyful morn- 
ing with Ingrid Bergman and 
Cary Grant.”” Newspaper promo- 
tions carried action shots from film | 
and also fashion shots of Miss 
Bergman in Dior inventions and 
| the like. Centerniece of the tie-in 
was suggestion that readers write 
the papers for free passes to sneak 
| preview. One or two passes were 
| mailed out on request: a club could 
get 10. Passes took form of taste- | 
|fully-printed “invitations” from | 
| the papers. 
| Some 1250 women came to the 
July 29, 10 am. showing (held in 
| Interstate’s Paramount for space | 
|reasons), drank coffee in the lob- 
| by, or, underscoring relaxed at- 
mosvhere of event, took cups into 


|auditorium. Caterer was nearby | 
hotel. 
| Good will and potential b.o. 


gained by the promotion was re- | 
| flected in subsecuent letters to pa- 
pers and theatre. Letters were 
grateful in tone, and come from 
women throuchout the Austin 
trade area, indicating many ap- 
| parently singly or in club groups 
| included the free show in a day- 
| in-town itinerary 

Picture is slated. to open tomor- 


as important exploitation outlets 
for the film companies 
radio-ty contactmen employed by 


| the film companies kept a watchful 


eye on the programming schedules 
to spot shows where stars, film 
clips and stunts could be placed to 
plug pictures prior to their open 
ings. In addition, radio and tv 


were employed extensively for the | 


coverage of the glamor premieres. 

During the past year, however, 
there has been a shrinkage in the 
number of shows on which the 
film companies can place plugs. As 


a result, the competition for re- 
maining shows has become keen 
j}and the film pubbers seek gim- 


| micks that will make their person- 


alities and/or stunts comply with 
the formats of the available shows 
presen‘ly on tv and radio. 

It's estimated that the shows 
presently available for film plugs 
are 50° less than two years ago 
and one-third less than four years 
ago. The tremendous dropoff has 
been caused by the disappearance 
of many of-the live shows and their 
replacemen: by the half-hour 
filmed programs and the quiz 
shows Particularly hurting the 
film bally men has been the almost 
complete elimination of the wom- 
en commentators. These shows, 
featuring interviews and chit-chat, 
were almost always open for film 
personalities and comment’ about 
upcoming motion pictures. 

The decrease in the friendly in- 
terview show has also been a fac- 
tor detrimental to film bally. The 
new type of “depth probes,” as 
epitomized by Mike Wallace, are 
generally avoided by the film com- 


panies. They're emloyed only on 
special occasions when the film 
companies feel they have a _ will- 


ingly provocative personality or a 


row (Wed.), allowing film's word-of- 
mouth conversational values to in- 
filtrate club meetings, teas, and 
telephone sessions. 

Commonwealth's Slogan-Push 

Kansas City, Aug. 5. 
Commonwealth Amusement 
Corp. is going in for an intensive 
campaign through the fall and 
early winter season. Plans for 
the campaign were outlined in a 
meeting with district managers, 
film exchange officials and key 
theatre managers here. 

In an effort to get through to 
the public on a scale never be 
fore tried, the circuit which oper- 
ates drive-ins and hard tops in a 
five-state surrounding area is wrap- 
ping its punches around the theme, 
“Let's Go OUT To The Theatre,” 
and a secondary theme, “People 
Like Movies!” 

The campaign calls for an ex- 
penditure of more than $10,000 by 
the circuit, a step never before 
taken, according to Richard Orear, 
Commonwealth exec who presided 
at the meetings. 

Involved will be a series of trail- 
ers on all circuit screens, special 
newspaper storys and mats, snipes 
and signs for merchants windows 
and others. Radio will be given 
new importance in this campaign, 
according to M. B. Smith, ad-pub 
director. 

An effective angle is expected 
to be a series of personal endorse- 
ments from patrons, themselves, 
which will carryNout the “people 
like movies” idea. 

Circuit men are learning about 
the campaign in a special 8-page 
issue of the house organ, “The 
Bright Side.” going out now. 


Special | 


As for the coverage by local 
radio and ty stations of premieres, 
it has been generally been dropped 
| because of the lack of public in- 
| terest It's felt that the public 
has seen and heard so many of 
these premiere festivities that it's 
tired of hearing the inocuous lobby 
comments about “how great the 
picture is” and “how wonderful it 
was to work with so-and-so.” 

In the past, some of the radio 
and tv stations were willing to 
cover a premiere if the film com- 
pany paid the time charges. How- 
ever, since the film companies are 
on an economy binge, few have 
been anxious to shell out the 
cos's. In addition, the stations 
have been reluctant to foot the 
cost of the line charges when it's 
cheaper to put on a film show that 
aitracts a greater audience. 

The probiems involved in placing 
personalities on radio and tv shows 
has caused the radio-tv contacts of 
the eastern publicity departments 
of the film companies to inaugurate 
a series of monthly meetings to 
discuss mutual problems relating 
to the various radio and television 


promotional show pussibilities, 
Plan is to invite a television or 
radio program producer to these 


monthly sessions as a gues! speak- 
er so that the film companies can 
learn the requirements of each 
show and how the two media can 
work closet 

Participants in the monthly 
meetings will include Jerome 
Evans, Universal; Roger Caras, Co- 
lumbia; Martin Levy, Metro; Mar.y 
Michel and Bill S.:uttman, 20th-Fox; 
Sid White and Felix Greenfield, 
Warner Bros.; Howard Haines, Par- 
amount; Burt Sloane and Buddy 
Young, United Artisis, and Lester 
Dinoff, Rank Organization 


~ 


Smith has the campaign geared to 
about a dozen major releases and 
so planned that local managers 
can give the public a shot in the 
arm about every two weeks 

Behind the campaign is an at- 
tempt at long range selling, needed 
much more now in the face of tv 
and other deterrants and planned 
as a bulwark against a general re- 
cession or an _ industry slump, 
Orear said. 


‘Swap Night’ Draws Trade 
Corpus Christi, Tex., July 29. 

Ed Farmer, manager of the Gulf 
Drive in Theatre has i troduced 
“Swap Night” at the ozoner each 
Friday night starting at 6 p.m. and 
continuing for several hours. Pa- 
trons are invited to bring articles 
that they no longer need to “sell 
or swap” them to other patrons 
who may need the articles. 

The stunt has increased atterd- 
ance at the ozoner as it comes to an 
end just prior to the start of the 
first evening showing. Sales at the 
concessions stands have increased 
also due to the stunt. The sale is 
held in the patio of the ozoner 
near the concessions stand. 


| New York Theatre 


RADIO CITY MUSIC MALL 
Rochetelier 


| Center * Ci 6-4600 

__| CARY GRANT- INGRID BERGMAN 
| in 
“INDISCREET” 
| A Warner Bros. Release 

| end GALA NEW STAGE SPECTACLE 
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63 min. motion picture, star name, 35 mm negative, also 
in 16mm color. Has had limited theatre release in U.S. 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 








ALLIED ARTISTS 
Starts, This Year.........14 
This Date, Last Year......12 











“REVOLT IN THE BIG HOUSE” 
Prod David Diamond 
ir.—R. G ringsteen 
a Evans “Ro bert Blake. John Qualen, 
Timothy Carey, Emile Meyer, Arlene 
Hunter 
(Started July 


2%) 





COLUMBIA 


Starts, This Yeor.........14 
This Date, Last Year......17 











“SENIOR PROM” 











Prod.—Harry Romm 
r.—David Rich 

ft Corey, Paul Hampton, Jimmie 
Komack. Barbera Bostock, Fried _Ines- 
cort, Jose Melis. Bob Crosby, Mitch 
Miller, Connie Boswell, The Ames 
Bros, Teni Arden, Tom_ Laughlin, 
Selene Waiters, Ed Sullivan. Les 
Elgart 

@Bitaried July 1b 

y ~ 
WALT DISNEY 
Starts, This Year......... 6 
This Date, Last Year...... 2) 
“TONKA” 
(‘Shooting at Bend, Ore) 

Exec. Prod.—-Walt Disney 

Prod.—James Pratt 

Dir.—Lewis R. Foster 
Sal Mineo, Fess Parker, Jerome Court- 
lend, Rafael Campos. Joy Page, Britt 
Lomend, H. M. Wynant 

(Started June 2) 


“THIRD MAN ON THE MOUNTAIN” 


(Walt Disney Prods. Ltd.) 

(For Buena Vista Release) 

(Shooting in Switzerland) 
Prod.—-William H. Anderson 
Dir.—Ken Annokin 
Michaei Rennie, James MacArthur, 


Janet Munro, James Donald, Herbert 
. Laurence Naismith. Nora Swin- 
Lee Petterson, Walter Fitz- 
gerald, Ferdy Mayne 
(Started "July 8) 
“THE SHAGGY DOG” 
(Walt Disney Prods.) 
(For Buena Vista Release) 
Exec. Prod.—-Walt Disney 
Prod Bill Walsh 
Dir.—Charles Bartor 
Fred MacMvrray, Jean Hagen, Tommy 
Kirk, Annette Funicello, Tim Consi- 
dine. Jvmme Shore, Cecil Kellaway, 
Kevin Corcoren 
(Started Aug. 4 





METRO 
Starts, This Year.........18 
This Date, Last Year......14 

























“BEN-HUR” 
‘Shooting in Rome) 
Prod.—Sam Zimbalist 
Dir William Wyler 
Cheriton Heston, Jack Hawkins, Stenhen 
Boyd, Haya Harareep, Hugh Griffith, 
Sam Jaffe, Marie Ney, Finlay Currie, 
Cathy O'Donnell 
(Started May 2)) 
“THE SCAPEGOAT” 
(DuMaurier-Guinness Prod.) 
(‘Shooting in France) 
Prod Sir Michael Balcom 
Dir Robert Hamer 
Alec Guinness Bette Davis, Nicole 
Maurey, Irene Worth, Pamela Brown, 
Geoffrey Keen 
(Started June 2) 
“THE ANGRY HILLS” e 
Shooting in Greece 
Prod Raymond St reese 
Dir Robert Ald 
Robert Mitchun lisabeth oitine, Gia 
Se la, Stanley Baker, Theodore Bikel, 
ebastian Cabot 
@larte d June 16) 
‘GREEN nomen gy nll 
Prod 1u srainger 
Dir Mel Fer r 
an ire: v Hepb Anthony Perkins. Lee 
‘obb, Sessue Hayakawa, Henry 
, Estelle Hemsley 
(Started Ju 2 
PARAMOUNT 
Starts, This Year.........10 
This Date, Last Year...... 9 
“THE GEISHA soy” 
Prod Jerry Lew 
Dir Frank Tashlin 
Jerry Lewis rie McDonald, Nobu 
McCarihy, (¢ ge Sanders. Sessue 
Hayakawa, S nne Plexchette 
(Started June 
“THAT KIND OF WOMAN” 
(Shooting in N. ¥ 
Prods.-Carlo Ponti, Marcello Girosi 
Dir —Sidney Lume 
Sophia Loren Tab Hunter, George 
anders Keenan Wynn, Barbara 
Nichols, Jack Warden 
(Started June 2 
“THE TRAP” 
(Parkwood Ent.-Heath Prods.) 
Prods —Norman Panama, Melvin Frank 
Dir Norman Panama 
Richard Widmark, Lee J. Cobb, Tina 
Louise, F He mong Carl Benton 
Reid, Lorne Greene. Dick Shannon, 
Peter B i ha aries Wassil 
(Started July 14) 





20th CENTURY-FOX 
Starts, This Year.........13 
This Date, Last Year......16 





'THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK” 


Prod.—George Stevens 

Dir.—George Stevens 

Millie Perkins, Joseph Schildkraut, 
Shelley Winters, Ed Wynn, Richard 
Beymer, Gusti Huber, Lou Jacobi, 
Douglas Spencer, Diane Baker, 
Heath, Robert Boon 


@tarted March 5) 


“RALLY ‘ROUND THE FLAG, BOYSI” 

Dir.—Leo McCarey 

Joanne Woodward, Paul Newman, Joan 
Collins, Tom Gilson, Tuesday Weld, 
Dwayne Hickman, Jack Carson, Gale 
Gerdaon, Murvyn Vye. Tom Gilson, 
0. Z. Whitehead, Percy Helton 

(Siarted Jun® 9 


“IN LOVE AND WAR” 

Werry Wald Prods.) 

Prod.—Jerry Wald 

Dir.—Philip Dunne 

Robert Wagner, Jeffrey Hunter, Dana 


Wynter, Hope Lang, Sheree North, 
Brad D'liman, France Nuyen, Mort 
Sahl, Lily Velenty, Joe di Reda 

(Siaried June 23) 

“MARDI GRAS” 

Prod.—Jerry Wald 

Dir.—Edmund Goulding 

Pat Boone, Christine Carrere, Sheree 


North, Tommy Sands, Gary Crosby, 

Dick Sargent, Joan Lowe, Fred Clark, 

Geraldine Wall, Harry Carter 
(Siarted July 14) 





UNIVERSAL 
Stecte; Tile Teer. .....6.5 4 
| This Date, Last Year......18 








WARNER BROS. 


Starts, This Year......... 9 
This Date, Last Year......11 











“JOHN PAUL JONES” 
(John Paul Jones Prods.) 
(Shooting in Spain) 
Prod.—Samvel Bronston 
Dir.—John Farrow 
Robert Stack. Charles Coburn, Erin 
O’Brien, MacDonald Carey, Bruce 
Cabot, Jean Pierre Aumont, Marisa 
Pavan, Thomas Gomez, Bette Davis, 
Peter Cushing, Susana Canales, 
Archie Duncan, Tom Brannum, Dovid 
Farrar, Bob Cunningham, Basil Syd- 
ney, John Cheries Farrow 
(Started April 17) 


“THE "Nd TREE” 

(Baroda Prod 

(Shooting in ‘Washington ) 
Prods.—M. Jurow, R. Shepherd 
Dir.—Delmar Daves 
Gary Cooper, Maria Schell, Karl Mal- 


=. Ben Piazza, George Scott, Karl 
Sw 


enson 
(Started June 17) 


“UP PERISCOPE” 

Prods.—Aubrey Schenck, Howard Koch, 
Edwin F. Zabel 

Dir.—Gordon Douglas 

James Garner, Edmond O’Brien, Joanna 
Barnes, Frank Gifford, Alan Hale, 
Edward Byrnes, Carleton Carpenter, 
William Lestie, Sean Garrison 

(Started July 8) 


“THE Bas: noscang 
Pro -Henry Blanke 
Dir. ped Rapper 
Carroll Baker, 
Moore, Vittorio Gassman, Katrina 
Paxinou, Gledvs Cooper, Carlos Rivas 
(Started July 29) 


Walter Slezak, Roger | 





} 
| 


| 


Loy, Dolores Hart, Maureen Stapleton, 
Onslow Stevens, Jackie Coogan, 
Kellin 
(Started July 28) 
“THE DEVIL’S DISCIPLE” 
¢tHecht-Hill-Lancaster) 
(or UA) 
Prod.—Harold Hecht 
Dir.—Alexander Mackendrick 


POLE’S TOURING BALLET 





Company of 22 Set For Sadler's 
Wells. London 


London, Aug. 5. 


Ls ol . Kirk Douglas, Burt P ® 
“Lancaster. Eva LeGallienne Feliks Parnell’s Ballet from 
(Started July 28) Poland, which is due to start a four 
ce teie ieee Cod weeks’ season at Sadler's Wells 
(For UA Release)’ " next Monday (11) will be the first 
ae nn lg A ballet eompany to visit Britain 
‘Leenmen. "Gaeree Relt. Pat O’Brien,| from Eastern Europe since the 


Joe E. Brown, George E. Stone, Joan 


Shawlee 
(Staried Aug. 4 


BRITIAN 


Bolshoi Ballet piayed at Covent 
Garden. 

The company of 22, which is cur- 
rently featured at the Lodz Opera 
House, appeared in Paris earlier 
this year. Their repertoire will in- 





ASSOC. ELSTREE 


Starts, This Year......... 4 
This Date, Last Year...... 4 





elude “The Peasant Wedding,” “In 











“ALIVE AND KICKING” 
Prod.—Victor Skutezsky 
Dir.—Cyril Frankel 
Sybil Thorndike. 

Estelle Winwood 
(Started May 27) 


Kathleen Harrison, 


Drastic Revamp 





BRITISH LION 


Starts, This Year.. 
This Date, Last Year...... 


6 
5 





Of Loop to Hit 








“PASSPORT TO SHAME” 
(United Co-Productions) 
Prod.—John Clein 


Dir.—Alvin Rakoff 
Odile Versois, Diana Dors,-Eddie Con- 
stantine, Herbert Lom 


(Started July 3) 
“CARLTON-BROWNE OF THE F.O.” 
(Boulting Brothers Productions) 

Prod.—Jeffrey Dell. Rov Boulting 

Dir.—Jeffrey Dell. Rov Boulting 

Terry-Thomes, Peter Sellers 

(‘Started April 28) 


|\“ROOM AT THE TOP” 





(Romulus Productions) 


Many Theatres? 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
If the local city planners prevail, 
Chicago's Loop will undergo a mas- 
sive face-lifting that not only 


would remove some of the dis- 
trict’s oldest and dingiest build- 
ings, but possibly a number of 
firstrun picture houses as well. 

Master pian for revamping a wide 











| July 10 period, 





Insider Stock 


Transactions 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
Officers of Allied Artists Pictures 
continued to purchase heavily in 
common stock during the June 11- 
as they had the 











| previous month, the Securities & 


| 


'a Pelish Manor,” “Harmony in 
|Movement” and “Matthew  Is/| 
Dead.” 





|2,000 shares 


| was lighter than usual. 


Prod.—John and Ja Woolf es 
Dir Jack "Clayton pecieigce swatch of downtowrn isn't disclosed, 
Laurence Harvey. Simone | Signoret, | hut enough’s been leaked to furrow | 
Sears, ald Wolfit, id 
meee Sears, Donald Wolfit, Donal’ | .ome showmen brows. Per one 
(Started June 2) printed report. no less than six 
|“LOOK BEFORE YOU LAUGH” + | theatres, including one legit dome, | 
(Jack Hylton Film Productions) >a 
Prod.—John Baxter are under the shadows of official | 
Dir.—Lance Comfort sliderules and T-squares. A city | 
Arthur Askey, Sidney James 7 “eae 
(Started July 7) Pian Commission source, however, | 
indicated to Vartety that as much! 
- | cinematic -culture would be pre- 
COLL MBIA |served as possible. Only two of 
. the five filmeries involved are in 
De +iks owed “ ; ti 
Starts, This Y 5 | relatively ancient buildings which | 
This Date, Last Year...... 5 || the city architects are likely to) 


{ 


} 
| 








"THE BANDIT” 


(Warwick Film Productions) 
‘Shooting in Spain and 
dios) 
Prod.—Irving Allen & A. B. Broccoli 
Dir.—John Gilling 
Victor Mature 
(Starts Aug. 11) 


Twickenham Stu- 


These are the 
and the Balaban 


| deem expendable. 
Essaness Woods, 
& Katz Garrick. 

More likely to be reprieved. and 
built around, are the Roosevelt and 
United Artists, both B&K, and 
Todd's Cinestage and the Harris. 








INDEPENDENT 


Starts, This Year.........54 
This Date, Last Year......78 


METRO 
Starts, This Year......... 4 
This Date, Last Year...... 4 





Former is owned by the Todd out- 
fit, which picks up the lease on 
the Harris, a legit stand, Sept. 10. 

If the plan for 
the Loop is ultimately realized, 











“THE NAKED MAJA” 

(Titanus-Metro) 

(For UA Release) 

(Shooting in Rome) 
Prod.—Goffredo Lombardo 
Dir.—Henry Koster 
Ava Gardner, Anthony Franciosa 
(Started M 12) 


“PORKCHOP HILL” 
(Melville Prods.) 
(For UA Release) 


y 


Prod.—Sy Bartlett 

Dir.—Lewis Milestone 

Gregory Peck. Harry Guardino, Rip 
Torn, Bob Steele. George Peppord. 
Martin Landau, Syl Lamont, Abel 
Fernandez. Robert Blake. Woody 
Stoode, George Shibata, Rudy Duran, 


Cliff Ketchum, Norman Feld 
(Started May 26) 


“MAN IN THE NET” 

Pager Co.—Jaguar Prod.) 

(For UA Release) 

Alan Lodd, Carolyn Jones. Diane Brew- 
ster, Charles McGraw, John Lupton, 
p< Helmore, Betty Lou Holland, 
ohn Alexander, Kathryn Givney, 
Edward Binns 

(Started June 23) 


“1, MOBSTER” 
(Edward L. Alperson Prod.) 
(For 20th Fox) 
Co-Prods —Roger & Gene Corman 
Dir.—Roger Corman 
Steve Cochran. Lita 
Strauss, Lili St. Cyr, 
Celia Lovsky. Ed Nelson, Frank Wolfe, 
Herry Lewis. Ronnie Anton, Brad 
Morrow, John Mylong, Paul Engle, 
seater Cassell, Sherry Layne. Laurie 
itchell, Jean Carmen, Thomas Wilde, 
> an Irwin 
(Started July 15) 


— THE THUNDER AND THE 


‘Seven Arts Prod.) 
(For Paramount) 
Prod.—-Clarence Greene 
Dir.—Russell Rouse 
Susan tain Jeff Chandler, Jaeques 
Berger 
(Started Jaly 21) 


“RIOT IN JUVENILE 
(Vogue Picts. for UA) 
Prod.—Robert E. Kent 
Dir —Edward L Cahn 
Jerome Thor, Marcia Henderson 
(Started July 25) 


“GUN IN THE DUST” 


Milan, Robert 


s 


JAIL” 


(Albert C. Gannaway Prod.) 
(For Republic) 
Exec. Prod.—Aibert C. Gannaway 


Prod.—-Phil Shuken 
Dir Albert C. Gannaway 
Corinne Calvet, John Carroll, Skip 
Homeier, Edmund Lowe, Bea Benada- 
ret, Madge Kennedy, Jeff Baker, How- 
ard Wright, John Kidd, Joan Connors, 
Wade, Lane, K. L. Smith. Burt Topper, 
Irwin Berke, Ricky Allen, Lee Red- 
man, Joe Besser 
(Started July 28) 
“LONELYHEARTS” 
(Schary Prods. for UA) 
Prod.—Dore Schary 
Assoc. Prod.— Walter Reilly 
Dir Vincent Donehue 
Montgomery Clift, Robert Ryan, Myrna 





| 
|\“THE SCAPEGOAT” 





Jeri Southern, | 





(Du Maurier-Guinness Productions) 
Prod.—Michael Balcon 
Dir.—Robert Hamer 
Alec Guinness. Bette Davis 
(Started June 2) 

“THE DOCTOR’S DILEMMA” 

(Comet 
Prod Anatole de Gri 
Dir.—Anthony Asa 
Leslie Caron, Dirk Bogarde 
(Started May 19) 


| “THE DOCTOR FROM SEVEN DIALS” 


(Producers Associ: 


Prod.—John Croydon 
Dir.—Robert Day 
Boris Karloff, Betta St. John, Chris- 


topher Lee 
(Started May 12) 


1 


jmost of the proposed new struc- 
itures would house 
| art and amusement centers. 


SET TO SHOW ‘PACIFIC’ IN 
BRITISH STIX CINEMAS 


London, July 29. 
J. F. Pattison, 20th-Fox Euro- 
pean topper; Sam Eckman, Jr. of 











RANK 
Starts, This Year........ I] 
This Date, Last Year...... 9 





Magna Theatres, and Kenneth 
Winckles, assistant managing di- 
'rector of Circuits Management 


'Assn., have linked a deal whereby 
| “South Pacific” in Todd-AO will 


| emas starting in September. At 








“THE SQUARE PEG” 
Prod.—Hugh Stewart 
Dir.—John Paddy Ca 
Norman Wisdom, Hc 

ward Chapman 
(Started June 23) 

“SEA OF SAND” 

(Tempean Films) 

(Shooting in Libya) 
Prod.- 


rs rs 


NOK 


Monty Berman 
Dir.—Guy Green 
Richard Attenborough, Michael Craig 


John Gregson 
(Started May 12) 
“THE FRESHMAN” 
(Julian Wintle and 
Prod.—Vivian Cox 

Dir.— Wolf Rilla 


Biackman, Ed- 


Leslie Parkyn Prod.) 


present, it is plaving to capacity 
biz at the Dominion, London, and 
the Gaumont, Manchester. 


The Gaumont Glasgow; the 
Queen’s, Newcastle; the Majestic, 


Leeds and the West End, Birming- 
ham, will be the next four selected 
cities to see th R. and H. musical. 
CMA is looking into the possibil- 
ities of installing Todd-AO in other 
key spots. 


’ 





‘Windjammer’ Court-Okay 


revitalizing | 


government, | 


| 


; ment 


| Jr., 


ibe seen in several provincial cin- 


ithe Sun,” 


Exchange report disclosed today. 


Samuel Broidy increased his 
shares by 10,088 to make his total 
common stock interest, 85,206 
shares. George D. Burrows and 
Sherrill Corwin purchased 10,000 
shares each, making totals of 44,- 
786 for Burrows and 28,000 for 
Corwin. June purehases by three 
other officers were Maurice Gold- 
stein, 2,000; Edward Morey, 2,000, 
and Sam Wolf, 3,500. 

Randolph Wood, a Paramount 
Pictures officer, sold 16.200 shares 
of Paramount common, leaving 
him with 15,100 shares. 

Trading in Trans Lux Corp. com- 
mon was confined to two purchases: 
by director Harry 
Brandt, raising his ownership total 
to 144,400 shares, and 875 for the 
Harry Brandt Foundation, giving 
it a total 14,980 shares. 

Trading in Loew’s Inc. common 
Director 
Charles Braunstein purchased 500 
shares of common in May and in 
June each; Sol Siegel, an officer, 
purchased his first 1,000 shares of 
common, 

There were 1,000 shares of Na- 
tional Telefilm Assoc. common 
bought in April, and reported this 
month, by E. Jonny Graff and a 
sale of 600 shares by him during 
the same month. 

National Theatres Inc. reported 
the sale of 100 shares of common 
by Peter Colefax, leaving him a 
total of 1,000 shares. 

Bell & Howell Co.’s common was 
sold in January by Ernest L. Schim- 
mel, in the amount of 550 shares, 
and in June he bought 204 shares. 

C&C Television Corp. reported 
that Matthew Fox received 20,000 


shares of common in exchange for 
stock of National Phonex Indus- 
tries. This leaves him 636,400 


shares of which 472,700 shares are 
pledged as collateral against loans, 
SEC said. 


Briefs From The Lots | 























Hollywood, Aug. 

The Mirisch Co. has set a ool 
lical film for its 1959 sked, under- 
stood based on Noah's Ark ... 
Karl Malden, with Gary Cooper 
and Maria Schell in Warner Bros.” 

“The Hanging Tree,” doubled in 
brass for director Delmer Daves, 
hospitalized last week . . . producer 
Bernard Smith bought _“Appoint- 
With Dishonor,” Cyprus- 
based novel by Willies H. Gage 
for an indie .. . Edward Dmy- 
tryk launches his 20th-Fox pro- 
duction, “Warlock,” Sept. 1 , , , 
Batjac, readying “The Alamo” for 
its 1959 production slate has added 
“Four Ways to Hell,” adventure 
yarn, to next year’s sked. . 

Julian Blaustein added Gwendo- 
lyn Terasaki’s autobiog, “Bridge te 
to his 20th-Fox 1958-59 
production slate, which already in- 


cludes “Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse,” “The Wreck of the 
Mary Deare” and “Lady L” 


Jules Buck and Richard Maibaum 
are associated in indie production 
of “The Day They Robbed the 
Bank of England,” upcoming novel 
by British author John Brophy .. . 


Earl Holliman will warble title 
song in Panama-Frank’s “The 
Trap” at Paramount 





Vann Sells to Howell 
Greensboro, N.C., Aug. 5. 
After 35 years of operating 
amusement places at Clinton, N.C., 
Henry Vann has disposed of his 


| remaining theatres in that city to 


a Kruger, Sylvia Syms, Ronald | yy , ° 
Le 
eo ge For Hub’s.Cinerama House 
“OPERATION AMSTERDAM” Authorization for Stanley War- 
(Shooting in Holland e8 > . 
Prod.—Maurice Cowan ner Corp. to exhibit “Windjam- 
Dir.—Michael McCarthy ” : : P 
Peter Finch, Eva Bartok mer,” the first CineMiracle picture, 
Fn gpa tinh itunes at the Boston Theatre, Boston, a| 
Prod.—Joseph Janni house formerly confined to Cine- 
Dir.—Jack Lee i . rama showings, was granted Fri- 
n G n ona ut > y 
“Commie Nadia Gray” eS | day (1) by the N.Y. Federal Court. 


(Started July 21) 


Order was signed by 
mund L.,. Palmieri. 





UNITED ARTISTS 


Starts, This Year......... 2 
This Date, Last Year...... 0 





Previously the Court had given 
SW the greenlight to show “Wind- | 
jammer” at the Ambassador Thea- | 
tre, St. Louis. Court permission is 
required by SW to exhibit other 








“DEVIL'S DISCIPLE” 
(Hecht-Hill-Lancaster) 
‘Shooting at Elstree) 
Prod.—Harold Hecht 
Dir.—Alexander McKendrick 
Burt Lancaster, 
Olivier. Janette Scott 
Gtaried July 21) 


Kirk Dougias, Laurence 


than Cinerama pix in all theatres 
the chain had leased specifically 


al is necessary for theatres that 
are members of the regular SW 
cireuit. 





Judge Ed- | 


H. P. Howell of Smithfield, N.C. 
The change-over includes direct 
sales of the franchise and building 
of the Austin Theatre and a con- 
tinuing lease on the building hous- 
ing the Clinton Theatre. 

Howell is operator of a chain of 


| theatres in Eastern North Carolina. 


the 
for the Cinerama films. No approv- 


| 


James L. Austin, son-in-law of 
Henry Vann has been managing 
local theatres for 20 years. 
Owners of the Clinton Theatre 
building are Mrs. F. L. Turlington 
and sons. 

Sale price was not available. 
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N.Y. TV PICKS UP LIVE STEAM 





Be a Sooner Governor Via TV 


Some men attribute their success to their wives. Some, to their 
But the youthful governor-to-be of Okalhoma—32-year- 


mothers. 
old J. Howard Edmondson—owes 
to television, he told Variety in 
week. 

This is not to diminish the effor 


in his successful campaign. But all the Edmondsons, and the cam- 
Harold Stuart, 
“television made the difference.” 

Stuart concentrated the campaign dollars on buying tv time on 
Oklahoma’s nine stations and three in surrounding Texas and Ark- 


paign’s finance chairman, 
KVOO-TV, say that 


ansas cities, Texarkana, Fort Smit 


“This way we were able to blanket the state,” 


candidate could be seen by 
mauuey.”” 


When the votes came in, Edmonson had failed to carry only 
seven counties in the state, four of which had no television recep- 


tion. 


Since Oklahoma has never elected a Republican governor in its 
50-year history, Democrat Edmonson is considered a cinch in the 


November election. 
The sandy-haired, goodlooking 
cameras like a Billy Bryan to the 


ting, and, at first, his wife hand-cranked the Teleprompter which 
had notes written in her own handwriting. By runoff time, the 
Teleprompter was no longer necessary. 
before going on the air, then talked off-the-cuff. His low, deep 


voice Was an asset, too. 


His opponent, 52-year-old Bill Atkinson, appeared much less at 
He used a more formal approach and once, when the 


home on tv. 
Teleprompter broke down, there w 


“It was an interesting situation. While the utilization of tv caused 
the victory of Edmondson, who mastered the technique, you could 
also say it contributed largely to the defeat of Atkinson, who had 


not,” Stuart es. 


more people in less time for less 


Washington, Aug. 5. 


his surprising success in politics 
an exclusive interview here last 


ts of his wife and other relatives 


president of KVOO- 


h, and Wichita Falls. 
Stuart said. “The 


young Oklahoman took to the 
stump. He used an informal set- 


Edmondson studied notes 


as an embarrassingly long delay. 








~ (BS-TV's Female F orty-Niners 


Network Gets Up ‘Daytime Televisit Week’ 
Promotion in N.Y. for States-Plus-Alaska 


On the theory that if you can’t 
“travel” a tv show to all sectors 
of America, the next best thing 
is to bring America to the shows, 
that’s exactly what daytime CBS- 
TV is about to do in a high-powered 
nationwide newspaper and tv sta-| 
tion promotion enterprise tagged 
the “CBS Daytime Televisit Week.” 

Specifically tailored to hypo in- 
terest in CBS daytime tv viewing, 
Oscar Katz, veepee in charge of 
pre-night programming, and his 
colleagues have enlisted 49 affil- 
fates and a similar number of 
dailies, one in every state in the 
Union including Alaska, to send to 
CBS-TV’s headquarters in Gotham 
49 women, each of whom will rep- 
resent a newspaper and “‘file”’ daily 
stories of their experiences during 
a one-week in-depth visit. 

The amateur “gal reporters” will 
be chosen from brief letters or 
postcards they write on why they 
would like to be the (newspaper's) | 
reporter for the junket. Winners 
will be flown to N. Y. Sept. 13 
through Sept. 20 and will meet all 
the CBS daytime headliners in-| 
cluding CBS execs, sit in on rehear- 
sals, broadcasts and participate in 
forums dealing with the tv tastes 
of American women. Their daily 
observations will be sent to the 
newspapers in the tieup and CBS-| 

(Continued on pase 42) | 


NBC's $20,000,000 
Daytime TV Coup 


In the June-July period NBC-TV | 
rolled up more than $20,000,000 in | 
gross billings for daytime biz. Of | 
that amount, some $5,000,000 was 
obtained through two 52-week re- | 
newals, from Sterling Drug and 
Brillo Manufacturing. 

The 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. schedule 
on the network is now more than 
65% sold out for the fall. Three 
cross-the-board half-hours are now 
SRO for the fall, and two more are 
90% and 95% sold out. 

The June-July orders came from 
Sunshine Biscuits, Whitehall Labo- 
ratories, General Mills, Standard 
Brands, H. J. Heinz, General Foods, 
Borden, Sterling Drug, Brillo, Na- 
tional Biscuit, Armour and Frigid- 
aire. 

Monday-through-Friday shows} 
sold out for the fall are “The Price 
is Right,” “Tic Tac Dough” and 
“Queen for a Day.” 











‘> 








Disneyland Goes 
Presents’ & Adult 
Via Reynolds Coin 


The original “Disneyland” mon- 
icker was shelved last week by 
ABC-TV and the Walt Disney or- 
ganization in favor of “Walt Disney 
Presents.” The change, coincident 
with Reynolds Metals’ buy of an 
alternate-week hour of the Wed- 





neSday 7:30-8:3 shows, also is tied 
up with a shift in format emphasis. 

“Presents” is going to aim con- 
siderably more at the adult audi-} 
ence than “Disneyland” has. Next | 
season, the stanza is limiting itself | 
to only three hours (out of 26 sod 
run) of cartoon product, with! 
much of the rest in the adventure | 
vein. 

For a brief time last week, web 
was understood contemplating a 
time change to Friday at 7:30. But 
it has since been reported that 
such a shift is virtually dead. Some 
network sources feel that with the 
revised format, “Presents” has a 
good chance of improving its rat- 





ing position this fall vis-a-vis 
“Wagon Train” on ABC. 
Moreover, a move to Friday 


| would have necessitated clearing 
| with the sponsors of “Rin Tin Tin” 
and “Man With a Camera,” the 
ABC Friday entries now slated for 
the 7:30-8:30 period. Another move 
contemplated was to Friday-at-8. 
behind “Rin Tin Tin,” but that 
means a product conflict between 
sponsor Nabisco and Kellogg, 





which has a unites of Disney, 





‘MOMENTUM VIA 
GOAST PAX DIP 


By BOB CHANDLER 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

For the first time in several | 
years, the proportion of film to live | 
in network schedules has dropped, 
a Variety check of the three net- | 
work fall schedules indicates. Film | 
will comprise 61.7°% of the fall 
programming this year, as com- 
pared with 63.8% a year ago, re- | 
versing a continuing trend. | 

Similariy, the influence of the 
west coast shows a proportionate ; 
decline from last year, due to the 
levelling off of film and a sharp 
drop in live originations. Total 
of 77 shows, live and film, will 
originate from Hollywood this fall, 
accounting for 67° of the total | 
115-show schedule, as compared 
with 75 shows but 71.4% of the 
schedule a year ago. 

Decline of the Coast fortunes is | 
accompanied by a sharp upbeat in | 
live programming from New York. 
Gotham last year accounted for 
24 live shows, or 22.9°% of the total 
schedule. This year, it’s up to 31 
live entries, or 27.0° of the ~~ 
panded schedule. 

Actually, the telefilm a, 
on the Coast has improved its Lyd 
sition over last year, since i 
turning out 67 shows for this ‘all | 
as compared with 61 for the '57 
season. But largely because = 
ABC’s gains plus a decrease 
hourlong shows, there are more | 
programs on the ‘58 three-web | 
lineup than last year, 115 vs. 105, 
and the Hollywood film share of 
the schedule has consequently in- 
creased only slightly in spite of 
the increase in product, from 58.1 
to 58.3%. 

Coast’s ‘Live’ Decrease 

The Coast has really felt its de- 
cline in live programming, with a 
drop from 14 shows last fall to 10 
this year, and a percentage decline 

(Continued on page 39) 
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Not Even a CBS Bushel 
Can Get Macdonald Carey 
Out of Ziv TV to ‘Peck’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

A bid from CBS-TV to buy out 
Macdonald Carey’s contract and 
even pay the cost of a pilot in 
which he stars has been nixed by 
Ziv TV. The network sought 
| Carey for the male lead in a new 
series, “Peck’s Bad Girl,” in which 
| Patty McCormack has been set. 
While the star was willing to do 
the series, he informed the net of 
his Ziv commitment, and this sig- 
nalled the negotiations between 
the web and vidfilmery. 

Carey recently starred in a Ziv 
pilot, an untitled vidfilm in which | 
he plays the role of a Philadelphia | 
lawyer-sleuth involved in insur-| 
ance company investigations. Ziv) 
is currently seeking a network sale | 
for the show, and if it doesn't land | 
one, plans to syndicate the series. 
Meanwhile it’s paying Carey a sub-| 
stantial sum to keep him available | 
for the series. Carey has 10% | 
of the net of the new show. 

Carey previously starred in the 
“Dr. Christian” series for Ziv, but 
the company dropped that one be-| 
cause, among other things, it was) 
cut up several ways, with Mrs. 
Jean Hersholt owning 10%; BBDO, 
10%, plus a percentage for Carey. 








To Beef Up for habia Agenda 





CBS’ Travelin’ Veeps 


Recurring question at CBS- 
TV these humid days is who's 
minding the store while the 
upper echelon officers are in 
the mountains catching 
stripped bass or gazing at the 
old masters in the Louvre. 

On four-week holidays cur- 
rently are Bill Hylan, veepee 
of sales administration; Harry 
Ommerle, veepee in charge of 
network programs; Oscar Katz, 
veepee in charge of daytime 
programs, and Bob Weitman, 
veepee in charge of program 
development. 

Still around to answer the 
phone are prexy Lou Cowan 
and exec veepee Hubbell Rob- 
inson—plus Mike Donovan, 
CBS doorman who just re- 
turned from a fortnight holi- 
__ day. 


NAB Yells Bravo 
At Fed’ Court's 
‘No Libel Ruling : 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

NAB prexy Harold E. Fellows? 
led the nation’s broadcasters last 
week in breathing a deep sigh of 
relief over a new Federal Court 
ruling that radio and tv stations 
are not liable for defamatory re- 
marks by political candidates. 

“A great.step forward in claci- 
fying rules for broadcasting in 
election campaigns,” Fellows 
cheered. It was a decision by the 
U. S. District Court in Knoxville, 
Tenn, in a libel suit, brought by— 
all persons—a _ broadcaster, 
which yielded the comment; it fo'- 
lowed a similar recent decision by 
the North Dakota State Supreme 
Court. 

Edward Lamb, tv station owner 
in Erie, Pa., sued stations WSM 
and WLAC and Pat Sutton, a can- 
didate for Senator against Estes 
Kefauver in the 1954 Tennesse. 
primary. Sutton charged, in effect, 
that Lamb was a Communist. 


The jury found for Lamb but, 
last week, the Federal Court re- 
versed the verdict against the sta- 
tions. It left: standing the verdict 
against Sutton. 

The Federal Communications 
Act, ruled the U. S. Court in Ten- 
nessee, 
preempted the field of interstate 
communications in radio and tele- 
vision, and from the censorship 
provisions in Sec. 315 and other 
regulatory rovisions of the Act, 
there results by necessary implica- 
tion an immunity of a broadcaster 
from liability for defamatory ma- 
terial broadcast by a legally quali- 
fied candidate.” 











Howard to Script ‘Music’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Cy Howard has been signed by 
producer Eva Wolas to write “Mu- 
sic, U. S. A.,” special one-hour mu- 
sical spec on CBS-TV Sept. 8 in 
ve Westinghouse “Studio One” 
slot. 





2-Coast Film & Live Scorecard 








West West West East East East Other Other Other Total Total Grand 
Film Live Total Film Live Total Film Live Total Film Live Total 
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| FCC 
{leave during August also, 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

The seven Federal Communica- 
tions Commissioners shook the 
Washington dirt from their feet 
(and the phrase is used advisedly, 
in view of recent Congressional 
hearings) and headed for the hills 
or the seashore for the customary 
August vacation. 

The exception was the chairman 
himself—John C. Doerfer—who 
will stay in town, taking it easy, 
and then head for Europe on Sept. 
12. 

fhe large majority of the 1,200 
employees will také vacation 
cutting 


|} the FCC work to the bone. 


When the commissioners sat 
down for their final session in 
room 7134 last week, they faced 


| 1,500 pages of work. Some 10 work- 


ing hours later they had processed 
250 assignments and transfers 
Among them was approval of a 
new corporate setup for three radio 
stations in Oregon and Washing- 


; ton (‘KJR, KNEW, KXL), acquired 


| kane Radio. 
| between Sinatra 
‘oo Kaye, 


“completely occupied and, 


in March by 
Frank Sinatra, 
named Seattle, 


Danny Kaye and 
The corporation is 
Portland and Spo- 
It’s now a 50-50 deal 
and the Kayes 
president; Sylvia Fine 

Kaye, secretary and treasurer; Abe 
Lastfogel, director; Morris Stoller, 
assistant treasurer and assistant 
ee The Kayes paid $3,000 

for 1° more stock to make it a 

50- ° des al. 

But the big news of the final 
session was the second demand for 
the FCC to do a self-analysis job 
on influence peddling. This time, 
Channel 5 in Boston, granted to 
WHDH Inc., owned by the Boston 
Herald and Traveler. By a 3-0 
ruling, the U. S. Court of Appeals 
ordered the FCC to reopen hear- 
ings on the award to see if any 
commissioner should have disquali- 
fied himself. A trial examiner will 
be appointed for the study. 

This followed the pattern estab- 
lished in Miami's Channel 10 case, 
which will undergo reexamination 
in hearings opening Sept. 8 in 
Washington and moving to Miami 
(timed for weather, no doubt) to 
probe ex-parte proceedings. 

Rosel Hyde will be acting chair- 
man when these headache cases 
get underway. Chairman Doerfer 
leaves Sept. 12 to inspect broad- 
casting installations in England, 
before heading the U. S. delegation 
to the International Telecommu- 
nications Union meeting in Gen- 
eva, Sept. 29. 

Under Hyde, the commissioners 
—due back at their desks after 
Labor Day—may answer the Jus- 
tice Department's accusations in 
part of the big network study. Jus- 
tice has verbally told the FCC that 
at least two network practices— 
option time and ‘must-buy—violate 
antitrust Jaws. The FCC may not 
agree—or they may ask Congress 
to amend its act to exempt these 
practices from antitrust. Both are 
possible. Anyway, they plan a re- 
ply to Justice this fall. 


CBS Radio 0&0's 
In USSR Boxseat 


Ellis Mott, WEEI, Boston news- 
man, has been assigned to cover 
the Moscow meeting of the Inter- 
national Geophysical Year, and air 
the reports over the CBS-owned 
and operated radio stations. This 
is the first venture of its kind, ac- 
cording to Jules Dundes, veepee 
in charge of station administration 
for CBS radio. Heretofore the 





| CBS o&o'’s have never had a re- 


porter rendering special coverage 
of a major news story for the 
outlets. 

Mott is a satellite specialist now 
in his second month of employ- 
ment at WEEI. He formerly cov- 
red the Smithsonian Astrophysi- 
cal Observatory at Cambridge for 
NBC News. Previously he was 
with WWNH, Rochester, N. H., and 
WKOX, Framingham, Mass. 
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BURNETT'S ‘OPERATION TENTERHOOK’ IN 
DANGLING OF $7-MIL KELLOGG SPOT BIZ 





Chicago, Aug. 5. 

An epidemic of dyspepsia broke | 
out here last week while station | 
men, reps and advertisers with | 
their checkbooks handy sweated 
out Leo Burnett’s everdue deci- 
sions anent Kellogg’s $7,000,000 
spot budget. 

For nearly two weeks some 70 tv 
stations in the top 30 markets were 
left frantically up in the air, their 
fall programming and sales blue- 
prints dangling, while the ad 
agency pondered a selection of 
stations for the four Kellogg kid-| 
shows, “Wild Bill Hickok,” “Super- 
man,” “Woody Woodpecker” and 
“Huckleberry Hound.” Burnett 
had assigned itself the July 8-18 
period in which to choose its first 
30 stations, and when that dead- 
line passed with no decisions made, 
a number of stations and rep 
houses began to panic. 

The upset lasted until the end of | 
last week, when the first Burneit) 
selections began filtering through. | 
At press time, the agency had con- 
tracted for 28 of the top 30 mar- 
kets, the two excepted being New 
York and Los Angeles, set for 
closer analysis. 


to pick outlets in the next 70 mar- 
kets and perhaps in the final 70 
as well. The N.Y. and L.A. sta- 
tions may not be chosen for an- 
other two or three weeks. 


The Awful Vigil 

What caused all the nervousness 
was the fact that many staticns 
had decisions of their own, both 
in programming and sales, hang- 
ing on the Kellogg move. Some 
of them were under pressure from 
other big national advertisers, who 
were being kept waiting. These 
bankrollers were not pleased that 
choice spots had been blocked 
out for the tentative Kellogg busi- 
ness while they were ready and 
willing to issue contracts at once. 
Then too, with the fall season 
nearing, there were programming 
holes to worry about at stations 
Kellogg might reject, none of this 
salved by the insidious rumor 
which made the rounds that Kel- 
logg might renege on spot and 
buy the network after all. 

Said one weary rep, “For the 
headaches involved in this deal, 
Kellogg might just as well have 
gone network.” This was decided- 
ly a minority opinion, however, 
because the Kellogg buy is still 
held a major coup by individual 
stations, especially in time when 
the market is soft. This, in fact, 
is one of the reasons why there 
was a delay at all at Burnett. 

July Hotter Than Ever 

Ever since Kellogg decided upon 
a multiple program spot buy, the 
ad agency has been inundated 
with pitches and elaborate presen- 
tations. During the entire month 
of July, and especially during the 
deadline period, reps and station 
men have swarmed the agency to 
make their sell. The Burnett boys 
simply didn’t have the time to 
make the selection. 

Possibly another factor was the 
uncertainty about ABC-TV’s plans 
in the 5-5:30 p.m. period. It’s 
strongly suspected that Burnett 
had its eye on several ABC stations 
and held back its choices until it 
was clear those stations would be 
unavailable. 

Said one spokesman for Burnett, 
“Spot buying on this kind of elab- 
orate scale is necessarily a siow 
process, and any criticism of the 
snag in the Kellogg deals is unfair. 
Every market is complicated and 
requires a good deal of analysis. 
The virtue of spot buying is that 
you can pick your stations, and 
this takes time to do.” 


ABC-TV Commissions 





‘Church’-Made Suspenser 


ABC-TY will finance a pilot tele-| available to 


Before the pres- | 
ent week is up, the agency expects | 


s 
? 


Clifton Daniel & Wife 
To Sub for Garroway 


Margaret Truman and her hus- 
band, Clifton Daniel of the N.Y. 
Times, will appear on NBC-TV’s 
“Today” the week of Aug. 18 as 
substitutes for Dave Garroway. 

Arlene Francis is pinchhitting 
this week and Jim Backus is slated 
to take over next week. Charles 
Van Doren will be the sub for 
week of Aug. 25. Garroway re- 
turns from his month-long holiday 
Sept. 1. 


Woo Lee Cooley 
For KTLA-Par As 
Creative Director 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Lee Cooley reportedly is negoti- 
| ating a deal under which he would 
‘join KTLA and the Paramount- 
Sunset Studios here as overall cre- 
ative director for both the tv’er 
and the lot under v.p.-general man- 
ager Jim Schulke. Cooley, it’s un- 
derstood, has already secured a re- 
lease from his CBS-TV producer 
contract and will leave the web 
on Oct. 1. 

Schulke, since taking over op- 
eration of the Paramount tv prop- 
erties here several months ago, has 
embarked on an expansion pro- 
gram for both the station and the 
studio. At the station, he’s 
| brought in Bob Quinlan, ex-WCBS- 

TV producer in N. Y., as program 
director, and has razzle-dazzled the 
local audience with a new Telecop- 
ter. At Paramount-Sunset, he’s 
begun production on the first of 
Par’s own tv properties, “Conquest 
of Space,” and has set several 





lease deals, most notable of them | 


with Sy Weintraub’s Sol Lesser 
Productions. 

Understood Cooley would first 
‘concentrate on programming the 
station, with a complete revamp of 
its operations as the target. In 
his post as overall creative boss, 
he'd supervise operations of Quin- 
lan and his program staff. Opera; 
tions of the film studio would be 
secondary for the time being, with 
the station as the primary target. 
Looming largely in the setup 
would be tape syndication, idea 
being that a creative chief of 
Cooley’s background could select 
‘the type of properties that have 
| wide national appeal for syndica- 
tion as well as for the local pri- 
|mary market. Also, tape would 
cover some of the large expendi- 
ture involved in acquisition of 
Cooley. 

Cooley has been on staff pro- 
ducer basis at CBS for the past 
|couple of years, helping develop 
“The Big Record” and more re- 
‘cently the shortlived “Singalong” 
|stanza. For many years, he was 
| producer of the Perry Como quar- 
ter-hour strip. 


Putnams Get an Assist 
On Translator Stations 


In New England Area 


Roger and William Putnam have 
| finally. been able to make a small 
| dent in the FCC, after trying vain- 
|ly to have the whole northeastern 
| table of UHF tv assignments shuf- 

fled to permit the Putnams to set 
| up a string of translator tv stations 
| through a broad New England area. 
The FCC has now agreed to shuffle 
| channels around so as to make one 
the Putnam’s in 





film to be lensed by Friendly Fims | Springfield, Vt., for translator re- 
on the Coast. Twist to this one is| broadcast of the Putnam’s UHF’er 


that it is visualized as a suspense 
series and Friendly Films has here- 
tofore produced only church films, 
which have been distributed on a 


tions. 


One source quoted Monday at it together like a jigsaw puzzle, is | 
7:30 p.m. as the time where the to spread the WWLP programs to|regional 
half-hour show will drop anchor,!a large number of Massachusetts,’ about 40% 
sources | Vermont and New Hampshire com-._ stations 
state that a definite time pericd | munities which are too small to local 


although other network 


has not been selected for the show. 





WLP in Springfield, Mass. 


WwW 
| The Putnams already operate a 


repeater in Vermont and a satellite. 


|in Springfield, Mass. The 


if the Putnams may have to piece 


| support local tv stations. 





THE 
HONEY DREAMERS 
Currently, Arthur Godfrey time, 

CBS AM and TV with Dennis Day 

Transcribing for Coca-Cola 
Records Transcriptions 
Mgmt: ART WARD Directio 

Oxford 7-9034 MCA 


n 





The Adman Speaks His Mind 


Jim Douglas, senior veepee of Ted Bates: “Some -packagers are get- 
ting smarter in their pitches, studying the open spots on the agency 
|list and bringing in pilots with the sales talk geared to the product 
looking for a fall program.” 

Lee Rich, media director at Benton & Bowles: “Most agencymen 
fail to realize how important a time period is. Poor shows slotted in 
the right time period can give you better than average ratings and if 
you take a good property, such as Danny Thomas, and move it into 
the right slot, then you have a top 10 show.” 

Phil Cohen, radio-tv topper at Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles; 
“Advertisers have a responsibility to the public. We should try to serve 
the public interest within our commercial limitations. Programming 
| should be framed so that violence is not slipped into the hours normal- 
|ly watched by the younger set. The stronger fare should be programed 
|at later hours.” 
| Nick Keesely, radio-tv director at Lennen & Newell: “ Contrary to 
| what many people think, the client’s point of view seldom enters into 
|the programming picture except for general policy statements. There 
|are certain things which are detrimental to the client’s interest regard- 
j|less of the entertainment value. That is, the client’s product can be 
| Shown in a bad light or the subject matter may be revolting.” 

George Polk, veepee in charge of programming development at 
| BBDO: “Because a network program is so expensive and many adver- 
| tisers can't afford them, you'll be seeing more specials than ever be- 
fore. If a special is done right much of the mediocrity can be taken out 
of the tv medium. Not only can advertisers get better shows but they 
can spot them when they are kicking off a sales campaign.” 

| Les Dunier, veepee in charge of radio-tv at Emil Mogul: “The me- 
dium-sized and smaller agencies are getting the same breaks as the 
|giant agencies when it comes to programming from the networks. A 
| client repped by a smaller agency doesn’t suffer and can purchase any 
| show he wants to without being afraid the agency giants will snare it 
from under him.” 

| Roger Pryor, radio-ty production director at Foote, Cone & Beld- 
| ing: “Major advertisers taking on new properties are unwilling to com- 
mit for full 52 weeks.” 

James Neal, director of radio-tv Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample: “The 
quality of the pilots shown this year has not been as good as in previous 
} years.” 











Bing Competition Too 
Much, Berle and ‘Bat’ 
May Bow Week Later 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

To avoid starting their seasons 
|against the Bing Crosby spec on 
ABC-TV Oct. 1, agencies of the 
| Milton Berle and “Bat Masterson” 
|}shows on NBC-TV are busy jug- 
|gling skeds so they will begin a 
week later, on Oct. 8. 

Crosby has lined up for his Oct. 
|1 spec Mahalia Jackson and Patti 
Page, and his show is tentatively 
slated for the 9-10 p.m. slot, al- 
though there is a possibility it may 
| be extended to 90 minutes. 

Crosby’s Edsel spec on CBS-TV 
last season garnered one of the 
|highest ratings of the semester. 
Consequeng'y, Sealtest and Kraft 
agencies behind-the-scenes are at- 
tempting to postpone their starting 
dates by the one week. 

Berle goes on at 9 p.m. Wednes- 
days, while the Ziv tv series, “Mas- 
terson,” starring Gene Barry, fol- 
lows at 9:30 p.m. 

| Incidentally, Miss Page’s owm 
ABC-TV show will be preempted 





| by the Crosby spec, but she will | sales offices have never known such | 


; be on that night anyway—on Bing’s 
show. 


AM-TV Gross Up 
But Overhead Eats 
Into the Boodle 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

The broadcast industry is now 
victim of a malady affecting most 
of American business—its gross 
income is moving up, but its ex- 
penses are mounting even faster. 

Thus, the profit margin for 1957 
was less than that of 1956. This is 
brought out in the annual financial 
| survey among stations of all types 
| by the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters. Other highlights: 

The total broadcast revenue of 
the typical television station is 
almost 10 times as much as that 
of the typical radio station. Aver- 
age broadcast income of radio 
Stations last year was $99,700, con- 
trasted with $925,000 for video 
stations. 

The radio station payroll rep- 
resented 53°° of total expenses, 





stations. 
Last year’s profit margin for 
television stations was 15%, one 





: 5 long- | percentage point back of the 1956| NL&B for 23 years. 
non-commercial basis to tv sta-|range plan, and it now looks as| figure. The 1% decline also showed | also reinforced its m 


|up for radio stations. 

national and 
advertisers provided 
of time sales for all 
In the smaller markets 
advertisers bought 99% of 
| the time, 


In large markets, 


Chi-to-NY. Commuting for Agency 


- Brass, Or Gotham HQ as Television's 
Bargain Basement; Other Ad Fronts 


By LES BROWN 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
| With the panic button buzzing 





| last week, issued veep stripes to 
| creative director Alin Blatchley, 


compared with only 40% for tv | 


at all three networks, the strag- 
gling midwestern advertiser with 
money to spend in tv is learning 
the pleasures of dealing direct. 
Like the shopper for a motor car 
in a year when sales are down, 
he knows he doesn't have to work 
with a mere salesman but can go 
straight to the boss. 

New York today is video's bar- 
gain basement. The sales forces 
in the networks’ outlying offices 


manipulating, but only the 
sales brass at any of the tv com- 
panies can make drastic deals like 


the bygone postwar automobile 
huckster. 
| The central division network 


| dog days, and yet many of their 
| regular clients are negotiating for 


the very shows they have to sell—| 


but they're doing it in New York. 





ter mousetrap, or even a different 
. New York can sell it cheaper. 
Treyz, and other network toppers, 
have made so many recent trips 
to Chicago. It’s also the reason 
| why so many Chi ad agencies are 
setting up their radio-ty outposts 
in New York. 


| Leo Burnett and Foote, Cone & | 
months have | 


| Belding 
stationed 


in recent 
their top broadcasting 


ham, Louis & Brorby will soon fol- 
low suit with James Cominos. For 
the network clearance sales this 
term, Cominos has been spending 
some 20 days a month in New 


York. 
Chi Agencies 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Leo Burnett has brought in 


some top flight agency personnel to 
bolster its marketing department 
under veep Joseph Greeley, point- 
ing up the importance this area 
of an ad agency's operation has 
come to assume. 

Burnett last week acquired W. R. 
(Ray) Fowler as a marketing vee- 
pee from Needham, Louis & 
Brorby, where he had been senior 
viceprez, plans board chairman 
}and a director. Fowler was with 
Burnett has 
arketing di- 





| vision with Peter Franz, previously | 


; an exec veep of Waldie & Briggs. 
Harry Lange, former executive 
| V.p. and general manager of Kling 


Film Enterprises, joined McCann- | 
Erickson here as tv-radio producer. | 


Kenyon & Eckhardt hired three 


can do a certain amount of price | 
top | 


Not that Gotham is selling a. bet-| 


This is the reason ABC-TV’s Ollie | 


veeps on Madison Ave, and Need-| 


and promoted Walter Lecat to 
| senior art director, Newcomers are 
John Dillingham, formerly of the 
Pepsi-Cola field organization, as an 
account exec on Pepsi; William 
Graffis, ex-Leo Burnett, as copy- 
writer, and Kermit Lindberg, from 
J. Walter Thompson, as tv art di- 
| rector. 
| Chi's Sheraton Hotel (but not 
the Sheraton - Blackstone) has 
switched its biilings from the 
Sorenson agency to BBDO. 

Olian & Brouner has plucked 
Prairie Chef Barbecue Sauce of 
| Mullins Food Products Co., which 
intends to expand its midwestern 
markets. O&B is planning on 
bmw spots for the product this 
ali. 


Dean Landis, senior v.p. of 
Keyes, Madden & Jones, has 
exited to join Hotpoint. 

Sander Rodkin Agency now 


handling Van Merritt Beer. 

Walter W. Stumpe promoted to 
marketing director at Needham, 
Louis & Brorby. 

Waldie & Briggs has upped 
James H. Bolt from administrative 
v.p. to executive veep; Robert J. 
Christopher to v.p. in charge of 
{client contact; and Robert E. In- 
galls from copy chief to director 
| of plans and copy. 

Maxon agency moved to new 
quarters in the Palmolive Bldg. 


L.A. Agencies 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Jack Guss, former literary dept. 
head of Mitchell Gertz Agency, 
joined Gordon Molson office as 
an associate. 

Bill Stanton, on leave of ab- 
sence from Revue, is filing in 
at same agency for Ben Kamsler 
i latter is in Europe on office 

iz. 


London Agencies 

By BARRY BARNETT 
| London, Aug. 5. 
| The Alfred Bates & Son ad 
|; agency has celebrated its golden 
| jubilee. It did so with a lunch- 
j eon at the Savoy Hotel in the com- 
pany of representatives of almost 
levery aspect of advertising, and 
| several of its clients. The agency 
is one of the few ad outfits which 
is based in Fleet Street, the home 
| of the British press, and has ep- 
erated from newspaper row since 
its foundation. Each guest at the 
luncheon was given a pocket his- 
tory of the Bates agency, entitled 
| “50 Years In Fleet Street.” 














Wednesday, August 6, 1958 


VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


23 











BBDO: VERY ‘SPECIAL’ AGENCY 


TY an Invitation to Neuroses? 


Glasgow, Aug. 5 


Television may be helping people to develop neuroses, accord- 
ing to Dr. A. K. Bowman, senior administrative medical officer 


of Glasgow, speaking here. 


He said there was the danger of “an increase of hypochondriac 
tendencies, and even the development of neuroses, among persons 
absorbing the wide range of television programs and press articles 


on medicine.” 


People had been going to their doctors with vague fears and 


anxieties about their health. 


Impact on their minds of watching a television program on a 
new treatment for a disease could convince them that they might 


have the symptoms and persuade 


them to consult their doctors. 


Medico said one tv program, a BBC feature on the healing of 


glandular disorders with radio-active iodine in the Western 


In- 


firmary, Glasgow, had been found to have induced some people to 


visit their doctor, 
from that ailment. 

Public imagination today, he sa 
with something of the character 


self-convinced that 


they might be suffering 
id, credited the hospitals’ service 
of the sensational. 








AM-TV's Smog, Smaze & Hayes 


Washington Post Broadcast Prexy in Flock of 
Hayes-isms at S.C. Convention 


¢—--- 


Myrtle Beach, S.C., Aug. 5. | 
“The broadcasting industry 
seems to be sharing the spotlight 
Washington with Lebanon, 
Sherman Adams and Mr. 
John S. Hayes told the 


Radio and Tele- 
convention 


in 
sputniks, 
Goldfine,” 
South Carolina 
vision Broadcasters’ 
last week. 

Hayes, president of the broad- 
cast division of the Washington 
Post, ticked off half a dozen con- 
gressional and FCC probes of the 
industry and warned the _ broad- 
casters to tighten up on their re- 
sponsibilities and make themselves | 
felt as community leaders. His 
talk was loaded with nuggets for 
his audience. Among the Hayes- 
isms 

“The forecast for our industry 





in Washington, D.C., is, at least, 
cloudy and, at most, stormy in- 
deed.”’ 


“*Twenty-One’. gives away more 
dollars in the course of half an 
hour in one evening than the num- 
ber of dishes given awa, in a year 
on all the ‘bank nights’ by all the 
motion picture exhibitors in the 
country combined.” 

“The President of the United 
States was once a person to be | 
read about or perhaps to be seen 
once in a lifetime on the steps 
of the county courthouse. Today | 








Nagging the Naggers 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Last year the comedians on 


OVER THE PLAGE 


By JO RANSON 





uncommon affinity for specials, 
will expend an estimated $7,000,- 
000 for its clients on 13 specials 
over the tv channels during the 
1958-59 season. This huge bundle 


ent, 
| Polk, veepee in charge of the ra- 


dio-tv programming and planning 


| department at the agency. 
Moreover, this doesn’t mean that 
other accounts in the shop will 
continue to put their money into 
less spectacular day-in and day- 


league accounts in the house have 
not yet set their tv plans for the 
fall and it is Polk’s view that at 
lleast half of them will be prus- 
pects for specials. 

Known as the “special” agency, 
BBDO appears to have rolled up 
amazing sales results for clients 
who bankrolied recent  svecials, 
and the feeling is that the upcom- 
ing season’s battery of program 
specials will prove the agency's 
philosophy correct again. Current- 


The BBDO shop, which has an | 


of dough will go for time and tal- |} 
under the setup of George | 


out programming. Eight other big- | 





PEEWHITTERS All ‘Cuba’s New Ch. 10 Just as Yanks 


Like It—Flock of U.S. Pix; Mouids 





| ‘Massacre’ Rights to ‘90’ 
Pre - publication television 
rights to a novel were bought 
for next season by “Playhouse 
90.” “Seven Against the 
Wall,” written by Howard 
Browne and based on the in- 
famous St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre in Chicago, will be 
produced by John Houseman 
prior to its February, 1959, re- 
lease by Simon & Schuster. 

Deal with the CBS-TV show 
was set through Frank Cooper 
Associates. 


Looks Like Welk’s 
Boxed Qut of An 


Earlier Time Stot 








television were satirizing the | ly, the commission house is in the 

video hoss operas, but next throes of building specials for five 

semester the oaters will have accounts: DuPont (“‘Harvevy,” 

a hand at it. “Count of Monte Cristo.” “Vic- A tentative Monday night switch- 
Producer Roy Huggins of torv.” “Little World of Don Camil/ | around at ABC-TV, which would 

Warner Bros.’ “Maverick” had lo.” “What Every Woman Knows” |have given the network an addi- 

writer Marion Hargrove script and “Hamlet"): Rexall (“Swiss tional night of boxing and satis- 

a satire on the rival “Gun- Family Robinson.” “Ten Little In-| fied the reported urge of Plymouth 

smoke,” tagged “Gun Shy.” In ‘dians” and “Our Hearts Were |and Dodge to find an early time 

addition, Huggins has other : Shaeffer Pens period for their Lawrence Welk 


satires on the hoof-and-saddle 


Young and Gav"); 
(“Little Women” and “Gift of the 


set in next season's series | 

which will be 70° comedy. | Magi"); Westclox (‘Wonderfal 
Huggins even wrote one of the Town”) and Philco (“Miss America 
oater-comedies—"“Shady Deal | Pageant”) 


at Sunny Acres.” 


Daytimers Still 
Slugging It Out 
With Opponents 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
The giant clear channel radio 
stations, joined by over a hundred 
smaller fulltime outlets, told the 








‘Little’ Sleeper 

Talent signed to date includes 
| Jeannie Carson. Margaret O'Brien, 
| Rise Stevens, Rill Hayes, Florence 
|Henderson and Zina Bethune in 
“Little Women.” Dick Adler was 
signed to do the lyrics and music. 
(Continued on page 28) 


ABC-TV ‘Mickey’ Finns 
| 0&0’s and Affils Via 
_ Pre-Mouse ‘Bandstand 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
decision to . feed 





ABC-TV's 


stanza, has fallen through, it ap- 
pears. 

Grant, agency for the two Chry- 
sler divisions on the Welk show, 
wanted a 7:30-8:30 slot on ABC in- 
stead of the regular 9:30-10:30 ex- 
posure. Aim was to attract more 
of the teenage car-buying potential. 

Simultaneously, the Welk move 
would have opened an hour before 
the sponsored John Daly news (at 
| 10:30) for Monday fights. Producer 
Lester Malitz, who recently tied 
up with fight promoter Teddy 
Brenner, was offering bouts (and 
co-sponsor) to ABC-TV. 
| Because there were “clock time” 
|angles involved in the tandem ma- 
nuever, the deal was ultimately 
kiboshed. “Voice of Firestone,” 
set for Monday nights at 9, report- 
edly wanted to go live throughout 





FCC that the proposal to permit’ “American Bandstand” in the 5- the country, which would have 


time-only stations would virtually 


}longer operating hours for day-| 5:30 p.m. time period as a lead-in 


to ‘“‘Mickey Mouse Club” is costing 


he exists as flesh and blood talking | destroy radio reception during the| some of its o&o’s and affils the 


to each family as a guest in its| hours in question over large sec-| coin Kellogg is spreading around 


midst.” 

“Most confusing are the broad- 
casters who at one moment talk 
about free American system and 
the very next moment rush to the 
FCC, pleading for assistance and 
for what is, in effect, more Gov- | 
ernmental interference.” 

“The audience of each station | 
must come to feel that its favorite | 
call letters are the source of in- 
formation, education, and commun- | 
ity service of a high order. If we} 
fail to build this impression among | 
our audience, they will come to | 
think of us as simply purveyors, 
of music or a new form of motion | 
picture house or, at the most, a} 
casual companion to be abandoned 
at will.” 

“I have, from time to time, met | 
a Congressman who doesn't know | 
the name of the manager of one 
of the radio or television stations 
ip his own constituency. I have 
never met a Congressman who has 
failed to know the name of the 
publisher of even the smallest 
county weekly in his area.” 





Dietz-Schwartz Spec 

Daniel Stern, whose new novel 
“Miss America,” will be published 
later this year by Random House, 
off ta the Coast to confer with 
Herb Greene, co-producer of “The 
Music Man,” about doing the book 
on an upcoming NBC spectacular, 
which will have music and lyrics 
by Arthur Schwartz and Howard 
Dietz. 

Anthony Perkins is being sought 
for the lead. 





tions of the nation. 

The daytimers responded to the 
effect that the clear-channels and 
regionals are confused about what 
represents radio service these days. 
They alleged that the “destruction” 
claimed would be signals from far- 
away stations, which people no 
longer tune in. 

In short, it was “reply brief” 
time at the FCC, with both sides 
of this controversy — which has 
raged for more than 10 years—tak- 
ing pot shots at each other's argu- 


ments. The daytimers are now per- | 


mitted to operate from 5 a.m. to 7 
p.m. except when sunrise comes 
later and sunset comes earlier, at 
which times the stations may not 


(Continued on page 40) 


TRIANGLE AWARDS 26 
‘HORSE’ SCHOLARSHIP 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
Roger W. Clipp, veepee of Tri- 
angle Radio and Television sta- 
tions, presented a $2,000 college 





scholarship to Joseph M. Downey | choice slot with “American Band- | 


for his winning essay in the “Hitch 
Horse Sense to Horsepower” essay 
contest. The award was made qn 
WFIL-TV’s “American Bandstand.” 

The importance of the safe- 
driving campaign was pointed up 
by “Bandstand” host Dick Clark. 
“It's the most exciting thing that 
has happened to teenagers in a 
long time, he declared. Clipp 
noted that “Triangle had devel- 
oped what we believe is the most 
extensive traffic safety campaign 





Jever conducted anywhere.” 


| this year in multiple show spot 
| buys. Since the net had carried 
| the Kellogg kiddie adventure strip 


last season, the stations on which | | 
lit had had a good track record 


would have been preferred for the 
spot purchase. 

As it is, most of them are elim- 
inated from consideration by Kel- 
| logg because of a lack of availa- 
bilities between 5 and 6 p.m. In 
Chi, for instance, the choice was 
between WGN-TV and WBKB un- 
til the ABC programming decision 


ning. 

It was Harry Smart of the John 
Blair reppery in Chi who quarter- 
backed the precedental spot plan 
for the cereal company, and iron- 
ically it backfired to the extent 
that the ABC stations which Blair 
reps in New York, Chi, Philadel- 
phia, Detroit, San _ Francisco, 
Cleve and St. Loyis are now un- 
able to benefit from the Kellogg 


| 
‘ 


uy. 
| It’s estimated by a Blair spokes- 
|man that some $750,000 worth of 
| Kellogg billings were lost at the 
| reppery when ABC blocked the 


| stand.” 





June Allyson as Star 
In Dick Powell Series 


ABC-TV and Dick Powell are) 
collaborating on a half-hour vid-| 
film series to star producer | 
Powell's wife, June Allyson.) 
Stanza has tentatively been slug-| 
ged for the Tuesday at 10 
following “Naked City.” 


dropped the latter from the run- 
| 


meant bucking a taped edition of 
Welk outside the eastern region of 
ithe U. S. Clock time means that, 
by means of electronic tape, a live 
program can be preserved and then 
|transmitted at precisely the same 
|time across the nation. 

WABD Rejects Offer 
Meanwhile, WABD, N. Y., had 
the last of its boxing bouts on Mon- 
| day (4). Station said the owners of 
the fights, Malitz and Brenner, 
wanted a $5,000-a-week guarantee 
| for the fisticuffs, but since the sta- 
tion had lost all but five of the 40 
other stations which teamed up in 
a Monday-night “network” to air 
|the bouts, it could not afford them 
at that price. 

WABD has decided to replace 
fight time with feature film for the 
remainder of the summer. Fall 
summer plans have not been made. 


SULLIVAN EYES TAPE 
REPEAT OF MOISEYEV 


| Ed Sullivan is considering a re- 
| peat 
tape, of the recent rousing per- 
formance by the Moiseyev Russian 
dancers on his CBS-TV Sunday 
nighter. When Sullivan devoted 
his hour-long program to the nim- 
| ble footwork of the Moscow troupe 
some weeks ago, the Trendex rat- 
ing proved that Americans were 
ballet-conscious. Requests have 
been coming from both tv viewers 
who missed the original show as 
well as those who caught it, for a 
repeat show. 

Meanwhile, Sullivan will devote 
the full hour of his Sunday (10) 
program to presenting the winners 
of the All-Navy Talent Contest. 





that he has presented the event. 


performance in the fall, via} 


Slated to Grab Mestre’s NBC Label 


—> 


By JOE COHEN 

| Havana, Aug. 5 

| American capital has entered the 
/Cuban television picture with the 
opening of CMTYV, Havana, offi- 
cially set for Sept. 1, but now op- 
erating experimentally Reuben 
Moulds, who has made filmed com- 
mercials on tele, plans to make this 
channel 10 outlet a haven for U. S. 
telefilms. It will operate almost 
lexclusively with film shows im- 
ported from the U. S. He's slated 
to get the NBC affiliation, now held 
by Goar Mestre of the CMQ net- 
work, and only occasionally will 
jthere be a live show in the form 
of specials which may be picked 
|jup from the U. S., or spectaculars 
originating in Cuba and relayed to 
the U. S. 

Moulds’ entry into the highly 
|competitive Cuban television pic- 
ture increases the vendetta aspects 
of the video picture here. The 
station is owned by Amadeo Ber- 
letta, who also operates channel 2, 
which is in competition with Mes- 
tre’s channels 4, 6 and 7. Channel 
10 had been inoverative for some 
time until Moulds took ever. Its 
signal, while strong, needs a lot of 
correction in several areas. They 
hope to have the bugs eliminated 
by the time the station formally 
preems. ‘ 

The feud between Barletta and 
Mestre is one of the more celebrat- 
}ed Hatfield-Coys of the island. Not 
only are they bitter in their video 
}competition, but the rivalry ex- 
ltends to automobile distributor- 
|ships, each having competitive 
jlines. In addition, Barletta is in 
| position to get in some additional 
|licks against Mestre with his own- 
| ership of the newspaper E! Mundo. 
| Just how an American tele oper- 
| ator, unversed in the mores of the 
|stormy Cuban political and com- 
|petetive situations can make out 
in such an atmosphere, remains to 
| be seen. 





15 Half Hours 

However, Moulds tackled the prob- 
lem with sales of 15 half-hours, 
| having already started several deals 
|with NBC for a series of films, in- 
cluding “Victory at Sea” and “Life 
of Riley.” In addition, Moulds !ast 
week flew down a party of station 
|and network reps, execs of adver- 
|tising agencies, film execs includ- 
jing Rod Erickson, who recently re- 
|signed Young & Rubicam to take 
|charge of Warner Bros. teevce; and 
| execs of telefilmeries as well es a 
couple of newspapermen. A char- 
tered Cubana Airlines plane left 

(Continued on page 39) 


Eddie Mayehoff on Tap 
For Falstaff Beer Via 
Tape-Syndication Route 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Falstaff Brewing Co. has a tape- 
syndication gleam in its eye, and 
|comic Eddie Mayehoff is at the 
other end of it. Falstaff, pleased 
with the success of its commer- 
cials featuring Mayehoff, is now 
working out details of a half-hour 
show starring Mayehoff which it 
| would sponsor live in Los Angeles 
and would spot on tape in other 
| markets throughout the country 
| _ Project is being packaged by the 
|Frank Cooper agency, which 
handles Mayehoff. Cooper him- 
self would act as exec producer on 
the show, and planes to N.Y. 
Thursday (7) to firm up final bud- 
gets and details. Format is de- 
signed as an informal, personality- 
type show a la Oscar Levant or 
Tom Duggan. 

If the project jells, it would be 
the first application of videotape 
|to problems of regional sponsors. 
Falstaff has been a heavy syndi- 
cated film buyer, due to the fact 
it can’t use network because of 
its distribution setup. Use of tape 
as a substitute for film would en- 











period, | This is the fourth consecutive year | able it to spot-book live-type pro- 


gramming of its own creation. 
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Off-Network Vs. First-Run Series 
Look Like Mex Standoff on Sales 


The expected battle of off-net- 
work rerun properties versus first- 
run skeins in the syndication field 
has simmered down, with no major 
explosion. 

Despite the wide array of top 
commercial off-network entries be- 
ing offered for the fall, “Burns & 
Allen,” “Robin Hood.” et al., they 
haven't bumped into first-run skeins 
in attracting topline major regional 
sponsors. The off-network proper- 
ties in the main have been sold to 
stations, many of them for stripped 
telecasting 

On the other hand, the first-run 
geries siated for fall airing have 
found their market among the 
regional and topline advertisers 
who failed to be moved by their 
traditiona] reluctance to buy any- 
thing but fresh syndicaied product. 
Of course, there have been a few 
exceptions, but in the main the 
regionals have stuck to the first- 
runners. 

Competition, though, between 
the first-run properties and the off- 
network skeins on the station-buy- 
ing level has been keen. In many 
instances, it’s been a nip and tuck 
decision whether a station buys a 
proved off-network entry beng of- 
fered for the first time in syndica- 
tion. or a fresh, although unproved, 
package 


WBZ Drowned in Sea 
Of Rival Plugs in Bally 
For ‘Tugboat Annie’ 


Boston, Aug. 5. 

Faces were red among WBZ-TV 
tubthumpers when a _ promotion 
stunt arranged on a tugboat at sea 
in Boston Harbor brought tv eds 
face to face with symbol after sym- 
bol of one of the opposition sta- 
tions. 

To intro its new syndicated film 
series, “Tugboat Annie,” debuting 
tomorrow (Wed.), WBZ-TV wangled 
a Navy tug, based at Charlestown 
Navy Yard, and took the tv scribes 
out into the briny. 

First up came along a ship yelept 
“Robin Hood” (a Channel 7, WNAC- 
TV feature). Next ship to heave in 
sight was the “Lucy,” (another 
WNAC-TV feature). The topper 
was a few minutes later wher the 
tug sighted a big buoy marked 
oe 

Fran Corcoran, WBZ-TV_ pub- 
licist, dispelled any further mani- 
festations of opposing symbols by 
getting the gang to take the wheel 
of the tug and carting them off to 





s 


‘ABC NABS DOZEN MKTS. 
FOR RANK’S ‘SIX’ PIX 


ABC Film Syndication’s “Spe- 
cial Six” package of J. Arthur 
Rank features has racked up sales 
in another 12 markets. 

Deals include WCBS-TV, N.-Y.; 
WBBM-TV, Chicago; WHDH, Bos- 
ton; WMAR-TV, Baltimore; WTVJ- 
TV, Miami; KPRC-TV, Houston; 
KHQTV, Spokane, and the five 
Triangle stations. 


N.Y. Flagships Of 

















A Single Mind—No 
Double Exposure’ 


The three network flagship tv 
stations in New York have adopted 
a policy of either an outright ban 
on double-exposure of syndicated 
shows, or a discouragement of the 
practice. 

The ban was first put into effect 
by Sam Digges, WCBS-TV topper, 
a few months ago. Since that 
time, WRCA-TV has adopted the 
attitude that it would no longer ac- | 
cept double-exposed syndicated 
shows, and WABC-TV similarly 
will not go along with the prac- | 
tice, except in “extreme situa- 
tions.” 

WRCA-TV now only has “Harbor 
Patrol” double-exposed, with spon- 
sor Ballantine picking up the later- 
in-the-week telecastihg of the “HP” 
episode on indie WPIX. NBC-TV 
flagship station feels that unlike a 
year ago, the competitive situation 
for rating points in the N.Y. mar- | 
ket has tightened. It just doesn't | 


| 


want to compete against itself 
with a good show. 
The ABC-TV key hasn't com-| 


pletely closed its door to double 
exposure, if the calibre of the 
show warrants a rerun on another 
| station, or if the other station’s 
| slotting of the skein isn’t consid- 
ered detrimental. But WABC-TV, 
like WRCA-TV, discourages the 
practice, feeling the double-expos- | 
ure tends to water-down the audi- 
ence and mitigates against the sta- 
tion’s identification with programs. 
WABC-TV currently only has one 
skein double-exposed, “Harbor | 
— riding rerun on WOR- | 

: | 





the Union Oyster House where no 
further symbols were discernible 
in the lobster 


WB WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
SUNRISE ON ‘SUNSET’ 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Warner Bros.’ ingenuity in plan- 
ing the “77 Sunset Strip” tv’er has 
boomeranged in at least one re- 


spect. Studio now is not sure what 
to do with the still unreleased the- 
atrical version of “Strip,” which 


was used as basis of the series and 
as a selling vehicle. 

In lieu of a pilot, WB made a 
low-budget theatrical pic—same 
name, same star, Efrem Zimblaist 
Jr. Idea was to use theatrical pic 
as an audition film for prospective 
sponsors. If show failed to sell 
Warners would simply release the 
pic in order to recoup costs and 
perhaps show a. profit. 

Now that show has been sold 
via ABC-TV to Whitehall, Carter 
and American Chicle, studio must 
decide on policy for theatrical pic. 
There are several alternatives—re- 
lease pic now to create interest in 
teleseries: wait for show to build. 
then release to cash in on pre-sold 
audience; or edit dewn feature to 
hour's length for use as tv epi- 
gsode. Warners had already’ indi- 
cated it wouldn't use edited fea- 
ture as first “Strip” episode. 

Howie Horwitz has been assigned 
the producer post on “Strip,” 
which bows Oct. 3 on ABC-TV. 
Production will begin next week on 
the series. Horwitz, who recently 
moved to Warners from Universal- 
International, already has five com- 
pleted scripts on hand and is as- 
signing two more to writers imme- 
diately. 


| At one time, just about 18 months 
| ago, double-exposure was the com- 
}mon practice on many syndicated 
| properties, with WPIX then boast- | 
ing about eight such exposed 
| skeins, with WOR-TV picking up| 
|a few others. Double-exposure | 
was sold to sponsors in N.Y. on 
the basis that the market was ‘a 
very big one, and in order to get 
|the maximum circulation on a 
| skein, another ride on an indie 
was necessary. But then, the ob- 
jection of the N.Y. flagships were | 
| not nearly as strong as today. 


$1,000,000 Bag, 112. 
Metropix Outlets 


Thirteen stations have inked for 
; Various portions of the Metro 
| library, bringing the total number 
lof outlets now beaming Metro 


| 


| product to a hefty 112. 


The pix package deals, along 
with sales on shorts, pacted over 
the last seven weeks, account for 
about a $1,000,000 in new biz. 

Station pix lineup includes: 
WOOD-TV, Grand Rapids, Mich: 
WSPD, Toledo; WAVE-TV, Louis- 
ville; WHO-TV, Des Moines: 
WXEX-TV, Richmond; WREX, 
Rockford, and in Minneapolis two 
| Stations, KSMP and WTCN, each 
purchased packages, Minneapolis 
Situation is the first market where 
| Metro features are being aired on 
two competing channels. 

KSD-TV, St. Louis, is the latest 
station to ink for Metro’s “Our 
Gang” and “Passing Parade,” put- 
iting the shorts in 21 markets to 

















date. 











LESTER LANIN 

August 8 to August 14th CAVA- 
LIER HOTEL, Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, 

“TOREADOR” song now released 
as a single off the EPIC “TIFFANY 
BALL” album. 

Heading for most-played on disk 
jockey lists. 


4-Ampex Buy By 
NTA Reprises The 
Old ‘Tape Complex’ 


National Telefilm Associates has 








ordered four video tape Ampex | 


recorders, to be utilized by its 
o&o0'’s WNTA-TV, Newark-New 
York; KMSP, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
and NTA itself. 

As far as syndicating video tape, 
NTA along with other major syn- 
dicators feel that it’s anyone's 
guess when it will become econom- 
ically feasible and mechanically 
practical to use tape instead of 
film on series. At this stage, there 
ae only about 27 markets equipped 
with tape recorders, and one syn- 
dicator feels that at least 80 mar- 
kets are required to make any 
large-scale switch from film to 
tape practical. 

Major syndicators also are con- 
cerned about the interchangeability 
of tape, that is, whether the play- 
back can be telecast on all re- 
corders, and the editing problem— 


|} mechanical questions which are 
| expected to be ironed out with | tion is also creating a slot for the! Artists, is not engaged in produc- 


time. 
But all major syndicators are 
watching the tape development 


with keen interest, waiting to get 
on the bandwagon when it’s con- 
sidered economically feasible. 

The present tape syndication 
flurry stems mainly from stations, 
indies such as KTTV, Los Angeles, 
and WGN-TV, Chicago, which are 
putting some of their local taped 
programs out on the syndication 
mart. These include “Divorce 
Court” and “Ding Dong School.” 
But before this development makes 
any sizable inroads on the regular 
film syndication route, a far great- 
er number of markets will have to 
be equipped with recorders, it’s 
felt. 

At the present 
Ampex recorders 
mainly for station, 
syndication, use, 


Harris to NTA Sales 
On Eve of N.Y. Powwow 


Les Harris, former national sales 
coordinator for ABC-TV o&o sta- 
tions, has joined National Tele- 
film Associates as coordinator and 
general supervisor for NTA’s syn- 
dicated program sales. 

Appointment was made on the 


time, the four 
for NTA are 
rather than 





;}eve of NTA’s national sales con- 


vention in N. Y.,, slated to start 
tomorrow (Thurs.). The three-day 
sales meet will be briefed on fall 
syndication sales plans, which will 
encompass “Adventures of William 
Tell,’ “The Walter Winchell File,” 
“U. S. Marshal” and a number of 
other half-hour telefilmed prop- 
erties. New package of 20th-Fox 
features called the “Dream” group 
also will be geared for the market. 

Syndication arm, under the 
reins of Harold Goldman, exec 


|V.p., also plans to hire new sales 


execs for the fall push, 














Tele Chatter 

















Stan Smith, syndication division 
head at Official Films, has been 
given his veepee stripes ... Mi- 
chael M. Sillerman, exec v.p. of 
Television Programs of America, 
left Monday (4) for a month's vaca- 
tion in Mexico . . . Charles (Bud) 
Barry, Metro TV v.p., on the Coast 
... Jerry Franken, TPA’s public- 
ity-promotion director, in Toronto 
on “Cannonball” project .. . Jack 
W. Waldrep has joined CBS Film 
Sales as an account exec in Atlanta 
office. 


WGN-TV to Bow 
Flock of Vidpix, 
Sale or No Sale 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 








paring to unveil this fall nearly 


WGN-TV, the Chi indie, is pre-| 


UATV Taking Those 39-Chapter Steps 
Pre-National Sales and Sans Pilots 


United Artists Television 
(UATV), a relative newcomer in 
the telefilm field, is taking plunges 
rare in the trade—giving the green- 
light to production of 39 episodes 
of a series without a national sale. 

The pilot route has been 
eschewed on “The Vikings” and 
“The Dennis O’Keefe Show,” both 
slated for national sale, both going 
into full series production. Addi- 
tionally, UATV has two other 
properties lined up which also are 
due to be given the full 39-episode 
treatment, if need be, prior to a 
national sale. 

Bruce Eells, exec v.p. of UATV, 
explains the company’s approach 
this way: If we're convinced the 
property is good, we're willing to 
take the chance. What's the sense 
in coming in with 12 or 14 pilots, 
if not having too much faith in 
any one of them, scattering your 
shots? Why not centralize your 
attention on what you consider the 
| best commercial properties and go 
whole hog on the few? 
Continuing to paraphrase Eells’ 


+ 





thesis> Certainly it’s risky. But so 
is pilot-making. Latter is risky to 
| the producer and advertiser, both 
|of whom don’t really know what 


a dozen syndicated series new t0| they’ll achieve with the next 38 


| this market, in addition to its con- 
tinuing vidfilm fare. About half 
the entries, among them “Casey 


Jones” and “Decoy,” sat on the|/to a one-shot pilot. 


shelf last season for want of spon- 


sors but this year are going to be | 


run regardless. While station 
claims advertiser bites on several 
of the entries, only one, “Mickey 
Spillane,” has actually been pur- 
{chased at this date (by Squirt 
Bottling Co.). 

Three of the new shows—“This 
|Is Alice,” “How to Marry a Mil- 
|lionaire,” and “Man Without a 
Gun” are remnants of the then- 
| ballied NTA network and will re- 
|/tain the Saturday night berths 
which they were assigned for the 
| intended “NTA’s Big Night.” 
| WGN-TV has part ownership in the 
shows, having invested in their 
production. 


|} episodes. There are savings in do- 
| ing 39 at a time, savings in talent 
‘and production costs, as opposed 
Stars will 
| commit themselves more readily to 
a series going into full scale pro- 
| duction and most of them will set- 
| tle for less than if they were ap- 
| proached on a pilot basis. 
Cost-Saving Approach 
Then, there’s the cushion of 
syndication to minimize the risks. 
Eells acknowledges that if a na- 
} tional sale is not realized on the 
| properties given the 39-episode 
| treatment, UATV will “very hape 
pily” put them in the market-by- 
|market hooper. Syndication has 
grown up and can use quality 
| product, in Eells’ opinion. 
| UTAV also will be associated 


Same holds for “De-| With some properties taking the 


|coy,” which it failed to sell last | traditional pilot route, especially 


|season. Station is aware that it's 
| potntioss to keep these properties 
in the can when it might be bulid- 
ing a track record with the early 
episodes to tempt sales. 

Other debuters are “Tugboat 
Annie,” “Dia] 999,” “‘Medic”’ ‘ first- 
run off the net), “Jeff's Collie” 
| (ditto) and “Three Stooges.” Sta- 


| newly acquired Leon Errol 
comedies, “Amos ‘'n’ Andy” re- 
runs, and possibly for a _ color 


| feature film series. WGN-TV owns 
36 Hollywood tint full-lengthers. 

For all the new film shows, the 
| indie will still be doing some 48 
| hours a week of live programming 
|this fall, including Ampexed 
shows, 


NTA's 78 Pre- 48 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

National Telefilm Associates has 
acquired a new group of 78 pre- 
1948 features from 20th-Fox, under 
the terms of the five-year tv dis- 
tribution agreement between the 
two companies. Agreement, signed 
three years ago, called for stag- 
gered release of five annual groups 
of 78 pix at $5,850,000 per pack- 
age or $75,000 per pic. 

Thus far, NTA has acquired 
total of 273 features under the 
deal, including the latest group of 
78, having picked up groups of 
78, 39, 78 and 78. Actually, hew- 
ever, NTA is distributing a total 
of 325 features from 20th, since 
it initially acquired a group of 52 
from 20th prior to inking the five- 
year deal. Under terms of the 
deal, NTA still has call on 117 
more films from the 20th vaults. 

New package will be tagged the 
“Dream” package and will be put 
on the market the end of this 
week, following the close of NTA's 
three-day national sales meeting in 
N. Y. Friday (8). 








Raoul Cortez, prez of KCOR-TV, 
San Antonio, skedded to plane this 
week to Paris, Rome and Madrid to 
purchase tv films for the local 
Spanish-language outlet. 





Fox Pix; 325 Total 


|upcoming James 


such properties are “off- 
| beat” in the market. Its first pilot 
was “Young in Heart,” dealing 
| with the problems of college girls 
of a sorority house, which failed 
to find a network berth. Another 
| pilot project to be filmed in the 
| Far East is being negotiated. 

UTAV, like its parent United 


when 





| tion, but is acting as the distribu- 
tion agency, Operation also entails 
co-financing, full financing, guar- 
anteeing monies lent to indie pro- 
duction outfits, packaging — in 
short, most operations short of 
actual production. 

“The Vikings” will be ready for 
airing in the fall of ‘59. The 
“O'Keefe Show,” a comedy-drama 
with O’Keefe as a newspaper col- 
umnist, will begin shooting in Sep- 
tember and could begin to be aired 
in January, ‘59, the starting date 
for replacement shows. Bryna 
Productions (Kirk Douglas) is do- 
ing “The Vikings” and “O'Keefe” 
jis under the Cypress Productions 
banner. Bells now is on the Coast 
to get both projects started. 


TAP FELIX JACKSON 
TO HELM NTA ‘3D MAN’ 


. Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

National Telefilm Associates has 
signed Felix Jackson to produce its 
Mason starrer, 
“The Third Man.” Production will 
begin in November, with half the 
pix to be produced in Hollywood 
and the others in London at Brit- 
ish Lion studios, in collaboration 
with British Broadcasting Corp. 
which is now partnered in the ven- 
ture, 

Still undetermined is the choice 
of a Hollywood studio for “Third 











|Man,” with probability that NTA 


will tap either Desilu or 20th-Fox. 
Former produces several series for 
NTA; latter is doing a pair. Choice 
of Jackson was made last week by 
NTA prexy Ollie Unger and pro- 
gram boss Mort Abrahams, both 
in town to set the deal. 

Jackson, originally a pic pro 
ducer, was for several years pro- 
ducer of “Studio One.” More re- 
cently, he was a telefilm producer 
at Revue, and left there a couple 





of months ago. 
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Lotsa Shocks in the Hub, Bub 


Battle of the films is on again 


WNAC-TV came up with a “Champagne Package” topped by 
Bergman and Cary Grant 
(Mon.) at 11:15 p.m., and unveils a “shock package” starting to- 
morrow with “Frankenstein” at 6: 


Ingrid 


ibie Man” plus “The Cat Creeps” 


Films being pulled out of the WNAC-TV vaults for August in- 
clude Clark Gable in “The Hucksters,” Victor Mature in “Cry of 


the City,” Robert Montgomery in 


WNAC-TV is reputed to have the top film library in New Eng- 
land. Included in the package trotted out for August are “Boome- 
with Dana Andrews and Jane Wyatt, and “Dragonwyck,” 
with Vincent Price and Gene Tierney. , 


rang,” 


‘The Invisible Man” is first of 


age WNAC-TV bought some time ago. 


Boston, Aug. 5. 
at Boston tv stations. 


in 


THROUGH THE YR. 


By MURRAY HOROWITZ 


Sharp seasonal fluctuations in 
telefilm production show promise 
of levelling off to a degree consid- 
ered more livable by vidpix pro- 
ducer-distributors. 

Trend to a more even flow of 
product is most, pronounced in syn- 
dication, the market-by-market 
branch of the telefilm field. It 
shows signs—at least in the pilot- 


“Spellbound” last night 


30 p.m., followed by “The Invis- 
Thursday (7) at 11:15 p.m. 


“They Were Expendable.” 


the shock, horror, fantasy pack- 








RKO Television Execs in Moveover 


To Successor Headed by Bob Manby 


making phase —of invading the 
network field also. 

Bane of many vidpix producer- 
distributor outfits is the “hurry- 


cle. In syndication, the top pro- 
duction activity is for the relative- 
ly large number of series slated 
for fall airing. But despite this 





RKO Television, the 
subsid of RKO Teleradio, is going 
out of business, with the execs of | 
the subsid moving over to a newly- | 
formed organization, headed by | 
Robert Manby, who also was V.p. | 
in charge of RKO-TV. 

Incorporation papers of the new 
organization are in the process of 
being filed in Albany. 

Moving over to the new com- 

any, Show Corp. of America, are 
red Robeck, former sales man- 
ager of RKO Television; Nathan 
Keals, programming exec; William 
Finkelday, syndication sales man- 
ager; Fred Schneir, ad-promotion 
exec; and Max Bradbard, account 
few other members of 


exec. A 

RKO Television, including re- 
search exec Robert Galen, have 
been let out in the wake of the 
shuffle 


The move apparently was dic- 
tated by the desire of RKO Tele- 
radio’s prexy Thomas O'Neil to 
give up all periphery radio and tv 
activities of his organization and 
concentrate on operation’ of 
RKO’'s seven radio and five tv sta- | 
tions, For the past year, RKO-TV | 
subsid has been tightening its belt, | 
selling off properties for distribu- 
tion by other firms. 

The Manby-helmed new firm, 
though, will inherit all the re- 
maining properties of RKO Televi- 
sior rhese include a pilot of the 
projected “El Coyote” series, a 
“Heidi” feature lensed as a pilot 
for a projected series; “No Gun 
Nolan,” an animated cartoon strip 
produced by Al Capp; six Abbey 
Theatre film plays which may 
either be released as features or 
network specs, and 18 features now 
being sold in syndication. 

As sales agents for the former 
RKO Television properties, the 
principal immediate objective of 
the new firm will be to move those 
properties. Long-range objective 
is to concentrate on packaging and 
selling telefilm properties for net- 
work exposure, shunning the syn- 
dication field. Outfit for the time 
being will headquarter in the 
same building on Sixth Ave. in 
New York. 


AA to Bill Ward: 
Stop ‘Hobo or Else 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Allied Artists has dispatched a 
legal warning to Bill Ward Produc- | 
tions, currently filming a televi- | 
sion pilot of a series based on the 
“Littlest Hobo” theatrical pic, | 
that “Hobo” is the exclusive prop- | 
erty of AA and Dorrell McGowan. | 
Letter threatens Ward with suit | 
unless he stops production on the | 
show. 

Ward and his associates, who in- | 
clude Hugh M. Hooker, who pro- 
duced “Hobo” for AA theatrical | 
release, and Spencer Carlisle, are | 





currently in Eugene, Ore., filming | 4 


i d ing local resi-| 5 
on location and using | nights at 10:30 p.m. 


dents for part of their cast. 
AA letter, from its legal depart- 


ont, stated that it and McGowan | alternating on 
a, aru we in-| Tuesday nights at 7:30 p.m. on the 


own all rights to the property, 


cluding basic story material, title. | N t 
the “Honeymooners, 


ordered Ward to stop production. | pied the slot, has had its runoff, 


characters and characterization. It 


telefilm + 


| Cigarettes had previously signed | (Minor 


ithe North” 


|compassing up to 90 markets, has 
| placed the skein on WRCA-TV for} WFBC-TV, Greenville, 
the N. Y. market. 


“made for fall” accent, syndicators 
have built up a year-round biz, 
with new productions slated for 
winter, spring and summer re- 


‘Mackenzie’s Raiders’ To 
Stroh Beer in 16 Mkts. ‘sre dates ainsi in Jeet mm 


Stroh Brewing has inked for | This situation allows syndicators 
Ziv s “Mackenzie's Raiders” in 16 | tg plan a schedule of release and 
midwestern markets, marking the! production a good deal in ad- 





| second regional for the new syndi- vance, the major syndicators re- 


cation entry. _ | leasing one new syndicated show 
Brown & Williamson for Raleigh | every second or third month. 
, ones group _ properties 
for 19 markets. The tobacco com-| mainly for fall airing.) 
pany and the brewer will alternate | On the national level, the pro- 
sponsorship in three of the mar-! qyction situation has been charac- 
kets, Detroit, Cleveland and Bay | terized py peaks and valleys, with 
City-Saginaw. most production and release geared 


Other markets taken by Stroh) for fal) But that appears to be 
include Columbus, : . 


Indianapolis, : : 

: changing. 

Toledo, Dayton, South Bend,| In the past, sponsors inked for 
Youngstown, Lansing and Grand a network property on a 39-plus- 
Rapids. Agency for the brewer) 13 week period. But now, instead | 
|is Zimmer, Keller & Calvert of | o¢ longterm commitments spon- 
Detroit. ca 


sors have been asking and getting 
shortterm rides, the 26-week type 
for telefilms. Add to this the fact 
that many of the new live game- 





Fremantle’s July: 
23 O’seas Sales; 
Iraq Nods Pact 


a 13-week ride, and the traditional 
notion of virtually one 
selling season, keyed to the fall, 
goes out the window. 

The selling seasun on the na- 
| tional levei now could be consid- 





uary, the usual end of the 26-week 


period, forming another major 
During the past two weeks, | Selling season. : 
Fremantle International has sold) With many fall entries, both 


nine shows in eight foreign coun-| live and on film, considered shaky 
tries, bringing the total to 23]/in this nervous national market, 


| - P 
shows sold overseas during the | many telefilm producer-distribu- 
month of July. 


Thirteen hour - long “= nee : 
dubbed “Hopalong Cassidy” films Film Sales, in its production sched- 


have been purchased by the Bel-| ule on pilots, is doing them on a 
gium TV Service. The Japanese | Year-round basis, with a new pilot 


version of “Hoppy” now has been | scheduled for completion virtually | 


extended to stations in Osaka and | ¢very two months, Screen Gems has 
Kyushu. In Monterrey, Mexico,| held two pilots off the current 
Spanish-dubbed skein was picked | Market, stacking them for a possi- 
up by XHNL. ble deal in January, when sponsors 
Other sales include “Movie| we a looking = a 
peel are po ight now, on the national level, 
Museum” and “Aninmal Parade = | the levelling of production activity 


Sweden; “Wonders of the Sea,” |. : he . ; 
“animal Parade” and “Musical | ' more confined to pilot-making. 
Gems” to Venezuela: “Nanook of | But if there is rampant shuffling 


“Crusade |of new shows replacing those that 


Belgi : Pox . peep a. 
ag ny didn’t make it within the tradition- 


in the Pacific’ to BBC in Britain; 
“Musical Gems” to WIPR-TV, 
Puerto Rico; and a new series of 
39 “Movie Museums” to the Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission 


(Continued on page 41) 





in Sydney. | 
On another front, Fremantle Latest Score For 
prexy Paul Talbot has been in-| 


formed by the Iraqi Embassy in 
Washington that the new govern- 
ment in Baghdad will honor the 
Fremantle contract made by the 
ousted regime. 


‘US. Marshal’ Slotted On 


‘Burns & Allen’: 52 


Screen Gems, adding 13 stations 
in the last three weeks, is now at 
the 52-outlet mark on syndicated 
sales for the “Burns & Allen” 








* , | skein. 
WRCA TV By Bodweiser| All 240 half-hours were purchas- 
Budweiser, which bought Na-|ed by the following stations: 


tional Telefilm Associates’ “U. S. 
Marshal” for a major regional en-| the situation comedies will be 
| stripped both at 4 and 7 p.m.); 
Bc. 
KTVU-TV, San Francisco; WTVP- 
TV, Decatur, Ill.; KING-TV, Seat- 
tle; KREM-TV, Spokane; KVIP- 
TV, Redding, Calif.; KBOI-TV, 
Boise; WFAA-TV, Dallas, and 
KMJ-TV, Fresno. One-hundred 
and twenty “B & A” were bought 


It will be the 
ternate sponsor of the show, 
lated for the fall on Monday 


Ronzoni and Savarin Coffee are 
“The Millionaire” 


BC-TV flagship station, now that 
which occu- | KLZ-TV, Denver. 


bought 52, 


KOLD, Tucson, 





and-wait” telefilm production cy- | 


quiz shows are committed for only | 


network |} 


ered in 13-week cycles, wit n- | : “ . . 
ek cycles h Ja | project is David E. Bright, Delfern | 


| tors are attempting to gear them- | 
French- | Selves for the shorter cycles. CBS | 


al season, it’s effect would be to | 





~ 
? 


FL QW OF PRODUCT NTA Film Network Up From Floor: 
115-Station Lineup For Oct. Bow 
With $4,500,000 Seen In Ist Cycle 


Overcoming obstacles caused by 





Nail on the Head 


New high in sponsor identi- 
fication seems to be clinched 
by a mobile home dealer in 
Abilene, Tex., who sponsors 
MCA-TV’'s “Mickey Spillane’s 
Mike Hammer” on KPAR, Abi- 
lene. 

Dealer’s name is Mike Ham- 
mer. 








Lloyds of London 
Coming in Pairs 
—Tyrone's, Box’s 


| Two vidpix series based on the 
operations of Lloyds of London are 
in the works. 

In Hollywood, there’s “Report 
from Lloyds,” which may star Ty- 
}rone Power. In London, British 
|} producer Sydney Box is in 
|midst of talking 
deal with CBS Film Sales on “A-l 
at Lioyds,” the title referring to 
|the riskiest form of Lloyds insur- 
| ance. 

“Report from Lloyds” is a co- 
production by Tyrone’s Copa Pro- 
ductions and Delfern Productions, 
with a decision on greenlighting 
the project imminent. Ted Rich- 





| mond, who owns Copa with Power, | 


| would produce series, and he has 


in London to discuss production 
plans. Half-hour skein would be 
based on a format created by Jo 
| Eisinger, who would write many of 


the programs and act as editur on | 
other scripts. Aiso involved in the | 


Talks are being he'd with 


prexy 
|CBS-TV regarding possible net- 
| work exposure. 


The project of CBS Film Sales, 
the syndication subsid of the net, 
is far from firmed up at this point. 
Exploratory talks with Box on a 
co-production deal have been held, 
but that's as far as it’s gone. 


| 


|} the “A-1” version wouldn't begin 
until January, '59. 





‘CBS Film Sales Makes 


| ‘Rendezvous’ With Knopf 


| Vet feature producer Edwin H. 
Knopf has been given the produc- 
tion reins on “Rendezvous,” CBS 


Film Sales syndication entry for | 


| January. 1959, airing. 
Knopf's Hollywood credits in- 
| clude “Lili,” “Gaby,” and “The 
Cross of Lorraine.” He will re- 
place Howard Erskine who pro- 
| duced the first 13 episodes of the 
|anthology series, initially slated 
| for web airing by CBS-TV, but 
| turned over to the syndication sub- 
| sid when the show got lost in the 
fall sponsor shuffle. 
The subsequent 26 episodes will 
be produced in England, in con- 
junction with Associated Redif- 
fusion. 
available for shooting in Britain, 
| having prior commitments in N. Y. 
| in Broadway legit. 
| Format is being slightly changed 


| the role of a writer who not only 
will introduce each episode but 


| have a part in the segments. 


Herb Golden to Britain 





On TV Deals for Uniartists 


the 
a co-production 


met with director Terence Young | 


If | 
deal is firmed up, production on | 


Erskine was said to be un- | 


the soft economy, the NTA Film 
Network has corralled the required 
sponsorship to put it on the air this 
fall, with an Oct. 6 starting date in 
115 stations across the country. 
Sales to major national adver- 
tisers for the first 13-week cycle 
are figured to approximate $4,5900,- 
000. For the 52-week period, sales 
should range between $14,000,000 





and $18,000,000, it was estimated 
by Ely A. Landau, NTA board 
chairman. 


| 
| The list of sponsors committed is 
| being kept under wraps by NTA 
until various advertisers have 
briefed their respective organiza- 
tions on the buy. But it’s under- 
stood two of the advertisers are 
}the A & P and Vicks Chemical. 

| The three half-hours, “How te 
Marry a Millionaire.” “This Is 
Alice,” and “Man Without a Gun,” 
to be telecast during evening 
hours, are said to be virtually SRO 
and by the time Oct. 6 rolls around 
are expected to be fully so. Addi- 
| tionally, the film web's daytime 
“TV Hours of Stars.” consisting of 
reruns of hour telefilms of 20th- 
Fox and Warner Bros., is said to be 
70° sold out. 

Nine-Second Count 

Landau & Co. achieved no mean 
feat in kicking off this fall’s lineup, 
in the face of a recessive ecgnomy, 
felt so keenly by the establiched 
three networks. True, the NTA 
Film Network, owned jointly by 
NTA and 20th-Fox, represents only 
two-and-a-half-hours of program 
weekly. But it moved in at a time 
when there are ample blank spots 
open on the three coaxial cable 
nets. 

Just three weeks ago, when the 
July 15 deadline for getting suf- 
ficient sponsorshin to give the 
greenlight for the NTA fitmed web 
had passed, it was a tossun whether 
sufficient commercial dollar vol- 
j}ume would be procured for launch- 
ing. Understood that a minimum 
60°> commitment from) svonsors 
| was sought before NTA wonld give 
the go-nhead signal to its affiliates 

The features slated for network 
airing under the old title of “Pre- 


miere Performance” have heen 
shifted inte NTA’s  swndiration 
branch, going inte the “Dream 
Package.” Feeling is that with the 


pool of new features running dry, 
| they covld earn more dough on the 
| market-hv-market route 

Ontlet for the web in N. Y. will 
be WNTA. of course, with the NTA 
o&o statien ioining other indies 
lined up with the net in a “Rig 
Nicht” prometion snlurge on the 
net’s hour-and-s-half of vrovram- 
ming weekly. Virtually all the in- 
dies will program the three series 
Friday richts in prime time 

The NTA Film Network was 
commercially launched in April, 
"57, with “Premiere Performance.” 
consisting of 29%th-Fox and other 
features. 


Maibaum Heads 
| Metros TY Prod. 


Hollywood, Aug. 5 
Richard Maibaum, vet screen 
writer ard motion picture pro- 
|ducer, has been selected to head 
up production for Metro TV. 
| Since the departure of 





Sam 


| WLW-A, Atlanta (which indicates to introduce a central host playing | Marx, as exee producer for Metro 


| TV, the Loew's subsid has been 
shopping around for a replacement, 
culling applicants for more than 
a month. 

Maibaum was associated with 
Metro as a screenwriter and pro- 
ducer, He also was associated as a 
producer with Paramount and 20th- 





Possible co - production deals | Fox. For the latter studio he did 


| with British tv interests will be | “The Great Gatsby.” 
by KSL-TV, Salt Lake City, and scouted by Herb L. Golden, prexy | cent 


of United Artists Te'evision, who 
j leaves Friday (8) for Europe. 


His most re- 
efforts include 
and “Big- 


production 
“Cockleshell Heroes” 
j}ger Than Life.” 
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DR. JOYCE BROTHERS TELECOPTER PREVIEW 
With Roger Tuttle 

Producer: Pat Farrar 
Director: Michael Gargiulo 
Writer: Joyce Brothers 

30 Mins., Mon.-Friday, 1 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 


Graue, Stan Chambers, others 
Producr: Bob Quinlan 
Directors: Tip Corbin, John Polich 
30 Mins., Tues. (29), 6:30 p.m, 
KTLA, Los Angeles 
WRCA-TV, New York bye a aoe Sooo } 
Thie i ‘de ateten ; indie, staged this special half-hour 
oe i vides Bostriee Foirtan dotneieaen soegreds to show off 
and Dorothy Dix with a soupcon| its new $82,000 Telecopter to the 
of legit psychology thrown in, but! public for the first time. Telecop- 


r 
With Gil Martyn, Jay Elliott, Ken_ 


+> 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 


Ahhh 


ESP | Horace Silver Quintet and vocalist 

One did not need extra-sensory| Chris Connor came off better, 
perception to see that “ESP” in| though, than the gabfest segments. 
its altered form on ABC-TV (1) | Reporter Leonard had as his guests 
from 9 to 9:30 p.m. was bound to | jazzman Eddie Condon and jazz 


+ 
+ 








not enough to justify one’s undi- 
vided attention. Too bad, because 
there's room for a solid, sober, 
well-produced feature dedicated to 
the manifold problems of mankind. 

Dr. Joyce Brothers, who origin- 
ally invaded the video lanes on the 
“$64,000 Question” as a gal with 
enormous knowledge of pugilistic 
goings-on, past and present, is a 
bonafide psychologist with a Ph.D. 
from Columbia Univ., Faculty of 
Pure Science, and a former mem- 
ber of the facuities of both Hunter 
College and Columbia. She also 
sports a degree in home economics 
from Cornell, so it is plain to see 
she’s eminently qualified to speak 
of both normal and aberrant be- 


havior of our citizenry, but unfor- | 


tunately it doesn't quite come 
through on this program. 

Object of the program is to 
counse! and supposediy stimulate 
the viewer's approach to such all- 
consuming problems as love, mar- 
riage, divorce, sex and the rearing 
of children. On the preem show (4) 
Dr. Brothers appeared ill at ease 
and somewhat halting in speech. 
Perhaps the Teleprompter wasn’t 
cued properly, but in any event, 
there were awkward pauses and 
the production, in general, was 
spiritless. 

The psychologist tackled such 
questions as the nature of love, 
jealousy the boredom of marriage 
and whether working mothers 
should instead stay. home with 
their children. At one point, she 
illustrated her discussion on jeal- 
ousy with a short filmed dramati- 
zation that bore all the dismal 
elements of a daytime serial. One 
did learn from Dr. Brothers, how- 


ever, that you can no more be a| 
little unfaithful than you can be a/| 


little enceinte. 

From time to time, Dr. Brothers 
plans to have experts from psychi- 
atry, medicine and s8ciology on the 
program discussing case histories. 
This may conceivably lift the 
tempo of the show, thus prevent- 
ing her own divorce proceedings 
from NBC's Gotham outlet. 

Roger Tuttle, the announcer, 
reads questions submitted by view- 
ers and Dr. Brothers indicated at 
the close of the opening program 
that she'd reveal on the following 
day the seven characteristics of a 
successful businessman. As the au- 
thor of a book entitled “Ten Days 
to a Successful Memory,” Dr. 
Brothers should have been more 
confident in front of the camera. 
Undoubtedly some of her nervous- 
ness may disappear as she gets 
more accustomed to the various 
sitting and standing positions a 
psychologist must assume on a tv 
studio set. Rans. 
THE WORD GAME 
With Randy Kraft, m.c. 

Producer: Lee Davis 
Director: Lew Wilson 

30 Mins.; Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
WNHC-TV, New Haven 

Having established quite a rep as 
a legit tryout town, New Haven is 
now breaking out as a video break- 
in spot. This package, a product of 
Lee Davis Productions, of New 
York, has been moved in bag and 
baggage for hinterland reaction 
before tackling the bigtime. The 
move is a smart one. 

“Word Game” includes every- 
thing but the proverbial kitchen 
sink in getting away from standard 
challenge program patterns. Run- 
down involves (1) a crossword 

uzzle idea, ‘2) mystery clues to 

amous names, (3) a phonecall gim- 
mick to house viewers. 

Viewer interest in crossword 
angle is maintained via a giant 
plastic board on which an invisible 
hand fills in words as they are cor- 
rectly mentioned, Contestants (2) 
receive points for correct answers 
and a grand slam if they can iden- 
tify a famous “name” from among 
buried words in. puzzle. Home 
viewer (selected from request cards 
mailed in advance) gets a crack at 
substantial prize list via a phoned 
question concerning the mystery 
name. 

“Game” gets right down to busi- 
ness and holds interest strictly 


through the challenge, rather than | 


chatter, aspect. Its half-hour span 
yeesee very quickly and is not over- 
loaded with extraneous material. 
Emceeing by Randy Kraft is com- 
petently routine, perhaps because 
nature of task allows little leeway 
for self-expression. 

This embryo could be a reason- 
ab'y welcome preweomer on the 
Sray-matler circuit. 

Bone. 


ter is a fully equipped helicopter 
{mounted with camera, transmit- 
| ters, antenna and power supply 
|with a microwave range of 60 
| miles, enabling it to photograph 
live from any part of the L.A. 
county area. 

As a news and special events 
|tool, working in tandem. with 
| KTLA’s ground-borne mobile unit, 
lit’s bound to be invaluable. Spe- 
| cially developed equipment tu:ns 
| out a good picture from the air, 
with only occasional picture break- 
|up that’s a minor distraction com- 
| pared with the advantage of the 
| aerial viws it provides. On trou- 
| ble spot, though, is the audio, 
which is indistinct and needs im- 
| provement. 

But if the Telecopter coverage 
is to be handled in the same man- 
|ner as the “Preview” show, KTLA 

might have saved itself all the 
| sweat and money that went into 
'the Telecopter’s development. The 
| kickoffer made the misiake of talk- 
ing about the unit instead of let- 
‘ting its capabilities speak for it- 
| self. It was one of those “look, 
ma, we're flying” type of self-con- 
' gratulations affairs which was inept 
‘and at times embarrassing. 
| Show started off well enough, 
with the station staging a s.mu- 
lated disaster bulletin in the news- 
|/room and dispatching the telecop- 
|ter and the mobile unit to the 
} scene. When it arrived, it became 


|the subject of interviews, with | 
| KTLA cameras trained on it like | 
|a sitting duck and special events- | 


men Stan Chambers and Ken 
!Graue making with the superla- 
tives. 

Enroute, it showed some of its 
stuff, with good aerial views of 


seum, as well as an overhead shot 


freeway on its way to the mock 
disaster. This shot was somewhat 
embarrassing, though, for by way 
of demonstrating the Telecopter- 
mobile unit teamwork, mobile unit 
asked the Telecopter where it 
should turn off the freeway be- 
cause there was “congestion” 
ahead of it. Trouble was, the aeri- 


at all, let alone congestion. 
Telecopter should provide a 
valuable extension for news cover- 
age, but only if it’s used as a 
lymeans of coverage and not the 
subject of the coverage itse:f. 
That's the mistake the kickoffer 
made. Chan. 


JOE PYNE SHOW 
Producer: Eddie Newman 
120 Mins.; Mor.-thru-Sat., 10 p.m. 
Participating 
WVUE, Philadelphia 

Joe Pyne, recently from Los 
Angeles and newest of the crop of 
late-night gabbers, has racked up 


stretch here. Spieler-Interviewer 


followup of any semantic slip and 
the setting up of offbeat quests. 
Interviewed on show caught 
were a brace of undertakers, a 
| belly dancer, a former wrestling 
promoter and skin diver and a Miss 
| National Hot Dog Queen—none of 
| whom were sitting ducks. 
|. The morticians were especially 
| hard to get down, although Pyne’s 
approach involved plenty needling. 





“standard” practice of dashing 
ing “how much insurance’’? 
Funeral directors pointed out 
their purpose was to make certain 
a distressed family didn’t splurge 
beyond means. Pyne also wanted 
i know, and labored the point 


middleman, everything else being 
obtainable in the discount houses. 

Princess Fawzia, a fixture in local 
musical bars, explained the finer 
points of her dance art with many 
a knowing gigle. Stripper also 


but no “Princess’”—‘the spectators 
like things beyond their reach.’ 





dance accentuated the midriff 
movement by wearing skirt below 
navel. 

“Miss Hot Dog” confessed that 
most models were stupid. The 


wrestling referee was prodded into | 


| comments on the crookendness and 

honesty of various matches. Pyne 
chain-smoked throughout the ses- 
sion, did the commercials and read 
he described President  Eisen- 
lhower’s French as “the worst, a 
|}second-year highschool stucent 
|eould do better.” Gagh. 


the freeways, City Hall and Coli- | 
of the KTLA mobile unit on the) 


al shot showed very little traffic | 


a sizable following in a two-month | 


has the no-holds-barred Mike Wal- | 
lace style, and assets are a quick | 


He queried the pair about the! 


into bereaved households and ask- | 


suymewhat, why it wasn’t possible | 
to buy a casket except through a> 


revealed she was a true Egyptian | 


Terper explained how her Egyptian | 


| the news with asides. At one point | 


end all crystal-balled-up. This was 
hokey tv and obviously no credit to 
its sin._re proponents at Duke U. 
and other research centers where 
the subject is treated with con- 
siderably more scientific stature 
and taste. 

What emerged in the new format 
was no credit to all concerned. 
Originally announced were the ap- 
pearances of two guests whose ex- 
periences would be dramatized, 
after which they would be inter- 
viewed. Only one guest appeared 
and she was Lillian Roth. What 
happened to the other guest was 
not revealed. Miss Roth, undeni- 
ably, has had a life of anguish and 
misery, but her frequent appear- 
ances on the airlanes are begin- 
ning to wear thin since most 
aspects of her alcoholic saga have 
been told over and over again, 
and nearly always spun in a faint- 
ly soap operish key. Her claim to 
prophetic awareness and intuition 
rank hollow in this 
spite a hot wire from Walter 
| Winchell and a letter from one of 
Miss Roth’s friends testifying to 
her “sixth sense’ endownments. 
Vincent Price’s interview with Miss 
Roth was in the cloying, cliche- 
ridden fashion which only added 
more glycerol to an already sticky 
affair. 

Later a Miss Kathryn Papaelion, 
the program's ‘“super-sensitive” 
champ, engaged in an ESP test 
with Miss Roth. Miss Roth came 
up with more hits than her ad- 
versary. The program's creator, 
incidentally, now believes’ that 
|competitive testing in front of a 
tv camera produces lower scores 
than under individual test condi- 
tions. Earlier in the evening 
Price, as host, said home viewers 


ja erack at the $100,000 big prize 
later in the show, but before the 
curtain went down he was forced 
to tell viewers there was no time 
for the home contest. Then ABC- 
TV cut him smack in the middle of 
a syllable. 

Such goings-on should never oc- 
cur on a show dedicated to the 
“science” of telepathy and clair- 
voyance. Surely, someone con- 
nected with “ESP” should have 
had precognition, the foreknowl- 
edge to know that a clambake was 
in the offing and that all the 


psychoknishes in the spirit world | 


|couldn’t put ABC-TV’s “ESP” to- 
| gether again. Rans. 


} Eye On New York 
going over on Bill Leonard’s “Eye 
jon New York” Sunday (3) morning 
on CBS-TV. Perhaps. it was the 
early slot, 11 to 11:30, but the pro- 
gram turned out to be a mild out- 
ing, hardly catching the tempo or 
vitality of jazz. 

The performance of jazz by the 


instance de- | 


would have an opportunity to take | 


The jazz genre of music got a/|bonist Carl Fontana. 


buff and author, Prof. Marshall 
Stearns of N.Y.’s Hunter College. 
The early hour seemed to have af- 
fected Condon. He was quite in- 
articulate, sluffing off some good 
questions posed by Leonard. Prof. 
Stearns came off somewhat better 
and Leonard’s commentary gave 
something of the beginnings and 
development of the jazz form. 
Also getting in some 
licks were Don Friedman and Ken 


Joffe, promoters of the third Ran- | 


dall’s Island Jazz Festival, Aug. 22- 
23. But what was sadly lacking was 
either a single or composite per- 
sonality with the stature and savvy 
of jazz’s counterpart to a Leonard 
Bernstein. 

Miss Connor, a fetching dish, did 
a swell jazz version of “Moonlight 
in the Mind.” 


fect. oro. 





The Price Is Right 

Sonny Fox has stepped in as em- 
cee for vacationing Bill Cullen on 
the NBC-TV 11 a.m. crossboarder 
“The Price Is Right.” As sub, Fox 
does a competent, smooth pro job, 
judging from show caught Mon- 
day (4). 

Fox is a vet networker, having 
been the guide on “Let’s Take 
A Trip” and host on “64,000 Chal- 
lenge,” both CBS-TV. His experi- 
ence shines through on “Price,” 
handling the emcee chores with 
aplomb and humor. Under his 
helmsanship, the show remains 
‘one of the better fun games in 
overloaded field of quiz-game pro- 
grams. Cullen will be back after 
a two-week hiatus. Horo. 





Stars Of Jaz 
“Stars of Jazz” is really not an 
|immodest title, because the sum- 
|mertime program from Los An- 
|geles does front excellent music- 


jians, After a dubious start a week 


ago Monday, when poet Kenneth 
Patchen boloxed up the music, 
| this half-hour returned Monday (4) 
in the 9 slot to what may be as- 
|/sumed its natural routine. The 
| ailing Charlie Ventura (five broken 
| ribs) couldn't make it as planned, 
| but saxophonist Video Musso, using 
the rest of the Ventura quintet, 
|'took over and the result was a 
| sweet-sounding ball. 

The technically expert Musso’s 
art and ability were matched by 
| Bunky Jones on bass, Tony Di Ni- 
|cola, drums, Rudy Egan on the 88 
/and particularly by terrif trom- 
Music was 
| strong most all the way. 


| Margaret Whiting, who was more 


pop than jazz, nonetheless pro- 


| vided another few worthy minutes 


on the ABC-TV’er. 
host Bobby Troup, 
batted around a couple of okay dit- 
ties. Art 


Teamed with 











| 





Foreign TV Reviews | 





SID CAESAR INVITES YOU 
With Imogene Coca, William 
Lewis 
30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m, 
| BBC-TYV, from London 
The Sid Caesar show, aired by 
BBC-TV and os against the 
commercial web’s top rating “Em- 
|ergency—Ward 10” in an 8 


to 


8:30 p.m. slot on Tuesdays, has not | 
| yet had a showing in the ratings | 


after several airings, 
no doubting the American come- 


and make the program worthwhile 
catching. 

In the airing reviewed, Cae- 
sar and his gang kept the show 


but there's | 
dian’s ability to raise hefty yocks | 


| for his own convictions. 


| bubbling with a series of sketches, | 


;}none of which under normal cir- 
cumstances would have made any 
|} outstanding mirth impact, but in 
| the hands of Caesar, Imogene Coca 
and several other zanies, proved 
lots of fun. A pleasant way of 


breaking up the sketches was an | 
entry by opera star William Lewis | 


who sang “This Is My Beloved” | 


from Kismet. Standard of the 
entire cast was maintained at a 
high level. Bary. 





PAUL ROBESON SINGS 
With Paul Robeson, Bruno Raikain 
Producer: Quentin Lawrence 
| 30 Mins., Sat., (26) 8:30 p.m, 
ATV, from London 

Paul Robeson’s personality, as 
towering as his build, shone right 
through this half-hour stint. His 
appearance throughout the entire 


}commercial network was a major 


songs from 


| not do one of the universa 


| level without making the obvious 


| without any 
| cials. 
| This, the first of three Robeson | 


ee 


coup for ATV; and, to their credit, 
they gave him the treatment | 
worthy of a fine artist. It was a 


¢ } 
concert presentation, screened | 


breaks for commer- | 
| 


commitments for ATV, was a note- 
worthy event. came _ into 
Britain a fortnight earlier with | 
something approaching a hero's | 
welcome, feted by the press and | 
tv newsreels alike. All typical per- | 
haps of the traditional British wel- | 
come to someone who has suffered 
His next 
tv assignment will be as headliner | 
on Sunday night at the Palladium, | 
one of the consistent hit programs | 
on British television. } 

The half-hour was all too short | 
for the star to develop his thesis | 
on style and origin of folksongs. 
He is clearly an authority on the 
subject and it is equally clear that 
7 a subject which has fascinated 

im. } 


With apt dialog to illustrate his | 
point, Robeson sang in his familiar 
rich voice phrases from traditional 
various parts of the 
globe, but, to general ee! soy did 

ly known 
“Show Boat” numbers. Indeed, it 
was primarily a program which set 
out to entertain on an intelligent 





concession to popular taste. It was, | 
perhaps, a little frustrating that 
he rarely gave more than a verse 
or two from each song, and the 
(Continued on page 42) 


| 
| 


talking | 


The Silver fivesome | 
did several mood pieces to good ef- | 


she casually | 


|light summerweight 


| 39 stations in the CBC 


_| RHAPSODY 


With Ivan Romanoff Orch (23) & 
Chorus (10), Boris Volkoff Dance. 
ers (12); Joseph Furst, emcee 

Director: Eric Till 

Writer, Lezia Zubrack 

30 Mins.; Tues., 10 p.m. 

CBC-TV, from Toronto 
An outgrowth of radio’s popular 

“Songs of My People” which, for 

some seasons, has been the weekly 

delight of ethnic groups who have 
enriched Canadian culture by their 
| immigration to this country, ‘“Rhap- 

sody” will be on 13 weeks over 39 

coast-to-coast stations of the Cana- 

| dian Broadcasting Corp. Only a 

| state-owned setup could present 

this series with its Ivan Romanoff 
orch of 23 and his all-male chorus 
of 10; the exciting choreography of 

Bor's Volkoff and his dancers; the 

choice of singing stars; and the 

versatile emceeing of Joseph Furst, 
ex-Vienna citizen who before com- 

ing to Canada starred in some 30 





films in Switzerland and France 
‘(and uneanniliy looks like Errol 
Flynn). 

For the teeoff, this 30-minute 
stanza presented the songs-and- 
dance of Russia, Holland and 


Mexico, with subsequent programs 
to include around-the-world locales. 
| On the swift-paced direction of 
Eric Till, plus the dramatic writing 
of Lezia Zubrack, lead of the 
| Opera Festival here, “Rhapsody” 
| was off to a fine start and in a top 
timeslot. 
| Notable for speed were Boris 
fVolkoff’s 12 dancers (six boys, six 
| girls), expertly backed by Roma- 
noff’s large orch and chorus of 10 
men, latter for resounding reson- 
j}ance. Volkoff made good use of 
black-and-white tv, with his lead 
dancer, Peter Marunczak, in white 
costume for the terrific tempo of 
hands on hips and heel stomping, 
| knee-bends in the Caucasion dance 
number, with a rousing cutlass- 
swinging, warrior finish, complete 
| with singing soldiers. 

For tempo change, there was the 
; sweet singing of Hilda Veenstray 
| as the blonde and bonneted school 
|teacher chriping a medley of 
| Netherlands folksongs to her youn 
|}pupils in native costumes; an 
wham into the Mexican number, in 
| which Volkoff again made good use 
| 6f his dancers in alternate black 
and white garbs. In a cafe setting 
the dashing guitar player, Rasae 
| Nunez, sang “Malaguena”; the 
strutting bullfighter and darling of 
the cafes was Brydon Paige with 
a traditional handclapping and 
Waittcoat-holding heel taps punc- 
| tuated by thigh slaps and pirou- 
| ettes on the knees that approached 
| Jose Greco, complete with “oles.” 
| The finale by the chorus and the 
|Ivan Romanoff band and chorus 
| Was a rousing “Adelita.” On in- 
| tegrated work, plus the costumed 
jintros of Joseph Furst, everyone 
jin the “Rhapsody” teeoff deserves 
|a Salaam from viewers. McStay. 





COME FLY WITH ME 

With Shane Rimmer, Joan Fairfax, 
Bernard Cowan, Don Wright 
Chorus (12), Rudy Toth Orch (12) 

Producer: James Guthro 

Writer: John Aylesworth 

| 30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 

| LEVER BROS. 

| CBC-TV, from Toronto 

(Young & Rubicam) 


“Come Fly with Me,” whose title 
is a deliberate lift of Frank Sina- 
tra’s latest album, is not only a 
replacement 
but a waste of the taxpayers’ money 
on the part of the state-owned Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp. The se- 
ries is also a CBC attempt to build 
up newcomer Shane Rimmer as a 
Singer when he wants to be a dra- 
matic actor. 

At is also a waste of money when 
Rimmer is shown visiting the Rivi- 
era for background shots that can 


} 
} 





|be found in any travelog library, 


When such European scenes are 
reconstructed in a Toronto studio 
instead of technical superimposing, 
this is another waste of production 
costs. Why Lever Bros., plugging 
its margarine and _ toothpasts, 
bought the 13-weeks summer ree 
placement is a mystery to viewers, 
except that the sponsor takes what 
the state-owned CBC gives him on 
subject and time slot, particularly 
when a sponsor wants the latter. 
‘Come Fly with Me” goes live to 
tv network. 

As a tourist on the Riviera, 
Shane Rimmer opened with his 
‘Gigi” against a waves background, 
plus the Don Wright Chorus of 
seven boys and five girls (never on 
camera); his “It’s a Good Day” 
amid Nice, Cannes and Monaco 
scenic backgrounds; a “Luck be a 
Lady” to local studio use where 
taxpayers expect even the bit play- 
ers to anticipate their paychecks 
by exhibiting a little enthusiasm 
for the singer's efforts. 

Blonde Joan Fairfax sang “Bid- 
ing My Time” and added nothing 
to the action by reclining on a di- 
van; was back for a duet with Rim- 
mer of “Breezing Along;” did a 
single of “Diamonds are a Girl's 

(Continued on page 42) 
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Commercial Entry in 1959 to Cue 
Major Changes in West German TV 


By HAZEL GUILD 
Frankfurt, Aug. 5. 
A major change is slated for the 
West German television net next 
year, to fight the cgmpetition ex- 
pected with the advent of commer- 
cial tv, also due here next year. 


+ 


| 
| 


And the change will be of tre-| 


mendous interest for American tv 
firms, since it'll mean many more 
outlets for their products. 


Each of the seven television sta- 


tions currently operating in Ger- | 


many represents one of the | 
“laender” (roughly equivalent to a 
State). All are controlled by their | 


state governments, 
operates as a network with almost 
no time slated for strictly local 
shows. Each station is apportioned 
part of the time to produce pro- 
grams for the whole net. 

Plan is currently underway, 
though, to separate the stations, 
making each responsible for all its 
own time. This would mean a 
seven-times-larger market for com- | 
mercial tv from the States, since | 
each station would be permitted 
to buy the same show for its local 
viewers 

To the tv setowners, it would 
mean that finally they would have 
seven different channels to view, 
instead of having the same pro- 
gram simultaneously on the whole 
net 


To the writers and actors, too, 
it would mean the beginning of 
competition for good entertain- 


ment, and a possible rise in the 
low fees they generally receive. 
Each station now uses a small 
part of the its local time for com- 
mercials, but the new system cou!d 
throw the whole day oper to com- 
mercial time. System -now is that 
the advertiser buys only a spot and 
actually isn't the “sponsor” and 


has no control over the program ” 


where his ad is aired. 

One of the prime reasons for 
the change would be to offset the 
competition expected when Freies 
Fernsehen, the German commer- 
cial tv station, gets started, as it is 
expected to do next year. Freies 
Fernsehen plans the same commer- 
cial approach of producing its own 
programs and just selling spots. 

Another reason for the separa- 
tion of the stations, admitted an 
executive of Hessischer Rundfunk, 
Frankfurt's tv station, is that Ger- 
many now has more money to 
spend and hopes to improve its ad- 
mittedly often-dull programming 
with the station separation. 

With about 1,700,000 tv sets in 
West Germany now, each setowner 
pays a monthly fee of five German 
marks (about $1.20) to the German 
postoffice, which turns the money 
over to the tv stations for their 
operating costs. 

Since this is now bringing an in- 
come of over $2,000,000 a month, 
it’s figured that the stations can 
afford to separate and produce all 
their own programs. 

Date and final plans for the split 
have not been solidified, but it’s 
expected shortly after the start of 
1959 





Wilcox’s Neagle Series 
For BBC-TV Put on Shelf 


London, Aug. 5. 

Herbert Wilcox’s deal with BBC- 
TV. whereby the corporation was 
to finance a series of programs 
starring Anna Neagle as Anne} 
Brusselmans, the Belgian resis- 
tance heroine, has been tempor- 
arily shelved. In doing research 
for the programs, Wilcox discov- 
ered such a wealth of material | 
that he thought it better to make 
a full-length feature film on the 
subject. 
suggestion and, later, Wilcox will 
fulfill the agreement by making | 
the series. 

Wilcox has not lost interest in 


tv as a medium. His setup is now | South America, 
working on a Mayfair glamor se- | Far East,” 





ATV’s ‘No Quote Yet’ 
London, Aug. 5. 

Prince Littler, chairman of 
Associated TeleVision, told 
stockholders at the web’s an- 
nual meeting that it would be 
at least another year before 
the company asked for a quo- 
tation for its stock on the mar- 
ket. 

He said the company wanted 
to have at least two good years 


of substantial profit behind it 


before it 
and the group} 


The BBC agreed to this | 


went to the stock 
market. 








Nippon Clamp On 
O'seas Vidpix Too 
Tight: Ziv's Segal 


Tokyo, Aug. 5. 
Upon completion 
sales trip to Japan, Ziv exec veep | 
Millard Segal told Variety he, 
thinks the Japanese government is | 
making a big mistake with its tight | 
control of foreign filmed tv prod- | 
uct. Lid has stations restricted to 
nine serials per year with a top 
price of $300 for a half-hour show. 
Segal said, “A lot of the — 
they're offered is second-rate. 
second-rate show and a good show 
both bring $300. That's the trouble | 
with the whole system. Instead of | 
letting a guy be discriminating and | 
pay $500 or $600 for a good show 
and $150 for junk, a lot of those 
fellows are buying shows they can’t 


sive away. They'd be better off 
limiting only the dollars and not 
the number of programs.” 

Segal explained that Ziv pro 
grams of “Sea Hunt” and “High- | 
way Patrol” are worth much more 
than their “Boston Blackie,” yet 


they would all draw the same fee 
in Japan. “It’s unfair to the spon- 
sor and also to the viewer,” he de- 
clared. “If Japanese ty people | 
could take their money and buy 


good shows for what they’re worth, | 


viewers would get a better deal 
and so would the sponsors. Let | 
them buy one or three or nine and | 
be selective. 

“Now a lot of guys are selling 
shows—and rightfully so—where 
they offer a good show for $300 
and two old shows for the same 
price. It’s the only way they can | 
come out on the deal. You are 
obliged to sell a $50,000 half-hour 
product for $300 as you would a 
$10,000 product. It's worth more 
money.” “But,” he considered, 
“even a ‘Boston Blackie’ is quite 
a buy at $300 considering there’s 
a million sets in Japan.” 

When Segal arrived several 
weeks ago, there were nine Ziv 
serials on Japanese television. Now 
| there are 11. 

He sold five new shows includ- 
ing “Target” and “Favorite Story” 
which will debut here in the fall. 
Renewals were secured for “High- 
|way Patrol” (sending it into a 
|third year) and for “Sea Hunt” 
| and “Harbor Command.” Continu- 
| ing under previous pacts are “Mar- 
ltin Kane.” “Corliss Archer” and 

“Cisco Kid.” 

Dropped after two years of pro- 
gramming were “District Attorney” 
| and “Science Fiction Theatre” 
while “Dr. Christian” was discon- 
‘tinued after its 39-show contract 
| expired. 

Segal waxed rhapsodic over the 


| development of Japanese tv. 
“Japanese television is the most 
lamazing development I've run 


traveled all over 
Europe and the 
he offered. “There is 


into and I've 


ries, cast entirely with women, but | lcertainly a faster and healthier 


not starring Miss Neagle. Jimmy | 


| growth here.than anyplace in the 


Swann, the tv exec recently hired | world. And they don’t depend on 


by Wilcox from Music Corp. of | 
America, is currently in the States. 


| U.S. equipment. They build their 


| own facilities.” 


of his third | 


Ottawa, Aug. 5. 

Preliminary schedulings for the 
upcoming season on Canadian radio 
{and television networks have been 
released by the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. Television shows will 
includé what locks like a peak in 
originations with CBC planning to 
use studios in cities other than 
Toronto for some of them. 

Making biggest use of its new 
coast-to-coast video web, CBC will 
emphasize live drama, sports, vari- 
ety, special events and _ public 
affairs airers. Corporation will also | 
up its web opening time from 4)! 


—<=/p.m. to 2:45 p.m. and on Sundays, | 


beginning Oct. 5, at 12:30 p.m. 

Live tv shows in the CBC net- 
work books will include: 

New weekly strip of 30-minute 
|dramas, unnamed so far, alternat- 
ing between Halifax, Montreal, To- 
ronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver; 
/10:30 p.m., Thursdays. 

“The Unforeseen,” 





30 minutes, 








| 
| 
| 


drama, _ 8:30 p.m., start- 
ing Oct. | 
b General Motors Presents,” 60 | 


ten drama, Sundays (last year 
it was Tuesdays), 9:30 p.m 

“First Performance,” Tuesdays, 
| 9:30 p.m., series of three 90-minute 
| dramas, commissioned by the Bank 


| of Canada. Writers are Lester 

| Powell, Marcel Dube, Mavor 
oore. 

| “Folio,” featuring plays, opera, 

|ballet, musicals, documentaries, 


| others, will vary wee kly from 60 to 
1/120 minutes, set for early Noverm- 
ber preem, six in the series, aired 
| (Continued on page 40) 


‘Year One’ Book a Saga 
Of Granada TV Network’s 
Maiden Twelvemonth 


“Year One,” just off the press, 
| is a compact story of the first year 
ot the Granada TV Network. It con- 
| tains a great deal of information on 
| all aspects of indie tv in England 

Sir Kenneth Clark, sometime 

chairman of the Independent TV 
| Authority and chairman of the arts 
| council of Great Britain, contrib- 
utes the foreword. Miss C. A. Le- 
| jeune, film critic of The Observer, 
discusses the Granada Theatres 
| and Ralph Tubbs devotes space to 
| the building of the Manchester TV 
; Centre. Tony Richardson, assistant 
artistic director of the English 
Stage Co., discusses Granada and 
| the drama and there is also a fine 
picture section by Michael Peto. 
Students of British tv also will 
| find considerable value in the ref- 
} erence section. For example, 
| there are vital facts about the Gra- 
| nada TV Network, the history of 
| indie tv, the tv act of 1954, charts 
| and diagrams illustrating the size | 
|and nature of the tv audience; a! 
list of big names seen on the net-! 
work as well as a list of advertisers 
who bought time during the firs 
year of Granada’'s existence, among | 
them Baby Bubbly, Liberty Cor- 
sets, Partos Brassieres, Snooti Ny- 
lons, Tootal Ties, Twicer Ice Lolly, 
Twink Home Perm and Walsh's 
Magnet Budgie Seed. 

“Year One” is indeed an impres- 
sive record of Granada’s perform-| 
ance, notably in drama, visual jour- 
nalism and spirited debate on pub- | 
lic issues of the day Rans. 


‘Seeing’ Double in Wales 


London, Aug. 5. 
Television, Wales and the West 
has doubled its audience in six 
months. This is revealed by Tele 
vision Audience Measurement, 
which states that when the outlet 
went on the air in January, 











ceive the station was estimated 
at 191,000. For the week ending 
July 20, TAM states that the figure 
was 375,000. 

Lord Cilcennin, chairman of the 
web, says the gains make TWW 
the fastest growing commercial tv 
area in Britain. It’s expected the 
outlet will be reaching 500,000 
homes before the end of the year. 





| States 


t| quarters at Manchester. 


| 


‘panes. POIINTRY Brit TV Writers Rap Video Overload 
RF cpur HIE From US.; Also Want Sir Robert Fired 





Tailor-Mad(e) TV 
London, Aug. 5. 
The decision of BBC-TV 
that, for the sake of informal- 
ity, announcers should discard 
their tuxedos in favor of 
lounge suits, has been rapped 
by the editor of the Tailor and 
Cutter. 
“I think,” he said, “it is bad 
manners and a retrograde step. 
. If a man is being looked at by 
millions he should be sartorial- 
_iy correct.” 








India's Let’s Be 
Human & Allow 
Ads on Gov't TY 


By AUSTEN NAZARETH 
New Delhi, July 29 

A former member of the Indian 
| eemenienens has voiced a vigorous 
call to the government-run, sternly 
noncommercial All India Radio 
(AIR) to become “a little more hu- 
man” and permit advertising on its 
programs 

Kasturiranga Santhanam—who in 
his career has held a variety ol 
posts including those of minister 
in the Indian government, state 
governor, and newspaper editor— 
spoke in his hometown Madras 
metropolis of the South. 

Comparing the systems of broad- 
casting in lands such as the United 
and Ceylon, on the one 
hand, and countries like India and 
Britain, on the other, Santhanam 
said the British-Indian pattern was 
certainly superior from the stand- 
point of austerity and morality. 

But that, he went on, was not 
enough. AIR was “specializing in 
second-class artists’ and talking 
of “austerity.” Indian tuners-in 
wanted good entertainment, and 
for that they often dialed the U.S.- 
type commercial programs of Ra- 
dio Ceylon. 

Santhanam said it was desirable 
that AIR “steps down from its 
pedestal and becomes a little more 
human.” He urged turning of the 
government broadcasting network 
into a public corporation which 
would “allow advertisements of ali 
legitimate goods which the people 
had to use and were using, and 
which no government or society 
could think of preventing.” 





Granada-TV Sets $280,000. 


For Manchester Fix-Up 


London, Aug. 5. 

Granada-TV plans to spend 
$280,000 on the third phase of the 
development of its northern head- 
This will 
add a two-story building to the ex- 
isting centre. 

A Standard Conversion Unit, 


| planned for installation in the new 


premises, 


convert to the British line scan- 


| ning system programs originating 


| 


} 


| a special operations room designed | 


in other countries. 

Other plans include new ward- 
robe and makeup departments; 18 
| additional dressing rooms; music 
and tape recording libraries; and 


| to cope with emergency outside 


the | 
number of homes equipped to re- | 





broadcasts. 


A-R’S Cockney ‘Accent’ 
London, Aug. 5. 
interior decorator with 





An a 


cockney accent claims that he and | 


a couple of friends were refused 
admission to several West 
night 


trio posed as deaf mutes, leaving 


the third—who'd had a better edu- | 


cation—to do the talking. 


They 
were welcomed. 


This story is to be told in As- | 


sociated-Rediffusion’s “People 
Trouble” series titled 
which goes out on Friday (18). 


In 


will enable Granada to! 


End | 
clubs because of the way, 
they spoke. Eventually, two of the, 


“Accents” 


London, Aug. 5, 

| Although insisting that its action 
| betrays no anti-American bias, the 
executive council of the British 
Screen and Television Writers 
Assn. has decided to press for leg- 
| islation to limit the import’ of for- 
|eign tv material and to continue 
|its campaign for the dismissal of 
Sir Robert Fraser, the director- 
| general of Independent Television 
| Authority. 

| At its council meeting last week, 
| the screenwriters decided to carry 
| on with their policy of liaison with 
|Members of Parliament on both 
sides of the House, with the object 
of promoting such legislation which 
;} would be designed to protect the 
| interests of British writers. Pra- 
vision for this legislation was made 
} 





by the then Home Secretary dur- 
ing the passage of the Television 
; Act through Parliament in 1954. 
In another move to protect the 
interests of British scripters, the 
council has decided to press for 
| the setting up of a committee of 
| five, which would include two writ- 


ers, to decide which programs 
could properly be termed British. 

While recognizing the right of 
the American companies to sell 
their product wherever they can, 
the writers insist that the fault lies 
with Sir Robert Fraser for not in- 
terpreting the Television Act in 


the spirit intended by both Govern- 
ment and Parliament 

During the council discussion the 
members had before them a break- 
down of commercial tv programs 
for the London area for the past 
week. This revealed that in the 
seven days up to last Saturday (2) 
eight hours of imported film pro- 
duction were screened on the Lon- 
don commercial channel and only 
three-and-a-half hours of screen 
time were allocated for British pro- 
duction The writers insist that 
there’s been “U. S. infiltration” in 
all the British series Included 
among the imported programs is 
Canadian-filmed “The Last of the 


Mohicans” which has been accord- 
ed a 6623° British quota by the 
ITA 


World’s Press News’ View 
World's Press News, the British 
newspaperman’s newspaper, has 
come to the defense of commercial 
tv at a time when the outcry about 
the amount of American material 
screened via the network is at its 


peak. Commenting on the indie 
tv opponents, the paper's leader 
column says: 

“Britain, these critics seem to 
say, has become a dumping ground 
for America’s tv output. Seldom 
or never do they show awareness 
of the other side of the picture. 


They appear not to see the pru- 
|dence of a policy which allows 
some made-in America tv material 
to be shown on Britain's 27 tv sta- 
tions in order that we may, with 
justice, claim access for made-in- 
Britain programs to the immense- 
ly greater market represented by 
the tv outlets in the USA.” 

The writer asks: “How would 
made-in-Britain tv films thrive on 
their present scale if they could 
not play to the audiences gath- 
ered around the U. S. A.’'s 40, 
| 000,000 tv receivers?” He goes 
on: “Yet with such a home poten- 
tial at their disposal the made-in- 
America products could suffer the 
loss of Britain’s two networks and 
still be very much in business.” 


Mideast in U.K. Top 10 


London, Aug. 5 
The Middle East crisis has stim- 
ulated the British public's interest 





in tv news to a new pesk and 
pushed commercial tv newscasts 
to a place in the Nielsen Top 10 


network ratings. 

The latest list, which covers the 
week ending July 20, gives In- 
dependent Television News a net- 
work rating of 50°, which it 
shared with five other programs 
in eighth palce. In the area rat- 
ings, the news made the lists in 
only two zones. In Scotland, ITN 
was listed twice—in sixth and 
eighth positions with respective 
}ratings of 56% and 51%. 
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Englander’s Sharps & Flats On 
_ Music for TV; Upbeat on Future 


Roger Englander, grizzled vet of | 
radio-tv at the age of 30, inveighs 
against the sundry survey outfits | 
because they don’t esk the right 
questions of the common “peepul” 
who spend their leisure at the radio | 
and tv. 

Research lads should ask two ma- 
jor questions if they are to give 
their clients a fair shake of the dice, 
according to Englander. The ‘wo 
questions should be phrased: “What 


are you watching?” and more im-; 
portantly, “Are you enjoying what | 


you are watching?” thus, says Eng- 


lander, the sponsor would undoubt- | 


edly obtain a clearer picture of the 
valué of his presentation. 

The young producer of the “New 
York Philharmonic Young People’s 
Conceris With Leonard  Bern- 
stein” on CBS-TV is of the opinion 
that tv networks, in particular, 
heve been behaving in the splen- 
did fashion of Renaissance patrons 
in the commissioning of major mu- 
sical works He cites numerous 
instances of network devotion to 
worthy composers, naming among 
them such redoubtable figures as 
Menotti, Copland, Wilder, Kay, 
Dello Joio, Foss, Martinu, Hollings- 


worth and W. H. Auden. the poet.’ 


Furthermore, Englander says, 
good music, like so much good talk, 


shouldn't be bunched together on a, 


Sunday afternoon or _ evening. 
Spread out the music through the 
seven days and, more folks, will 
cotton to this type of exhilirating 
fare. 

Fan mail on the Bernstein con- 
certs for moppets has averaged 
from 509 to 750 letters per telecast, 
which he regards as a good re- 
sponse to this type of prcegram. 
Positive letters, though small in 
number, carry considerable weight 
with upper echelon execs when re- 
newal time rol! around, he says. 

Englander, who has worked with 
the most shining of the modern day 
musical figures ‘Menotti and Bern- 
stein, to cite only two), has strong 
views on the outstanding person- 
alities in the field. 
as Bernstein, Meredith Willson, 
Mitch Miller, Fred Waring and Abe 
Burrows are, in his book, consum- 
mate showmen and worthy musici- 
ans with taste and honesty in their 
constant approach to work. 

He's far from a lop-sided worker 
in the tv field. He's directed news 
shows, sports, special events, quiz 
programs as well as musical por- 
tions of “Omnibus, the prize-win- 
ning “Odyssey” series, the “Let's 
Take a Trip” 
My Feet” and “Look Up and Live.” 

He has a Master’s degree in music 
from the U. of Chicago and plays a 


fiock o musical instruments (piano, | 


French horn, trumpet, etc.) and 
penned a melody for the “Our Miss 
Brooks” program bearing the auto- 
mation title “Conga for Electronic 
Computer and IBM Differential 
Calculator.” Though it never made 
the Hit Parade, his friends exalt 
the title with the evident joy of a 
seven-year-old blowing bubble gum. 
‘Comedy With Music’ 

He’s surprised no one has come 
up with a series of tv programs 
featuring comedians who play rea- 
sonably good music. He _ thinks 


Such names | 


array, “Lamp Unto- 


on his ‘Omnibus’ program that 


serious music can attract large and | 


responsive audiences,” he observes. 
“It's great satisfaction to be able 
to show them and millions more to 
a front row seat at Carnegie Hall.” 

His most recent CBS-TV musical 
assignment was directing the new 
oratario, “The Invsibile Fire,” 
dealing with Wesley's conversion to 


| Methodism. 





VATICAN CREDO ON 
TV-RADIO FOR CLERGY 


Rome, Aug. 5. 

A letter of instructions (“‘Istruc- 
tio’) regulating and restricting the 
use of television and radio (sets) by 
the secular clergy has been issued 
by the Vatican, according to a local 
source (the Italian weekly (Euro- 
peo). 

Order, reportedly issued in Au- 
gust, 1957, but held under wraps 
ever since, outlines the time, place, 
and occasions when monks, sisters, 
and nuns may make use of or 
watch either of the two communi- 
cations media. Video sets are for- 
bidden entirely in all monasteries 
and cloistered communities dedi- 
cated to a contemplative exist- 
ence. Here radio sets are allowed 
only to Jisten to speeches by the 
Pope ‘such as the recent series of 
addresses by Pope Pius XII to 
cloistered nuns). 

More active religious communi- 
ties enjoy a more liberal applica- 
tion of the rulings. Radio or tv 
sets are allowed in such cases, as 
long as they are the property of 
groups, and not individuals, and 
for use in public halls under con- 
trol of Superiors. These are re- 
sponsible, in turn, for type of pro- 
gram watched by their charges. 
Document is said to specify that 
only programs of daily reports 
(news programs) or instructional or 
religious nature should be allowed, 
with absolute interdiction of any- 
thing of recreational nature. 


video by monks or nuns working 
in hospitals, parochial meeting 
places etc. is likewise at the dis- 
cretion of the Superiors, who must 
choose not only the programs, 
but also the clergy exposed to them 
during their daily work. Reported- 
lv, letter also regulates program 
choice for other non-religious per- 
sons in the above public situations. 

Pointed out here that measures 
don't apply to priests, who are 
traditionally given greater personal 
freedom than their community 
brothers. It’s felt, however, that 
some sort of regulation in this field 
is also being discussed, despite 
delicacy and complications it en- 
tails. Articles discouraging the pos- 
eossion and use of video sets bv 


the regular clergy have in recent 


times appeared frequently in cleri- 
cal publications. Known, neverthe- 
less, that large number of video 
antennas have sprouted up inside 
Vatican City walls since Italian tv 
began regular telecastin¢. 
extra-territorial ovroperty, 'ocal 
citizens don’t pay Italo tv subscrip- 
‘tions fees and taxes.) 
“Instructional” letter on use of 


Responsibilities for exposure to. 


+Circle Theatre” 


(Being | 





___________+ 


‘Special’ Agency 


Continued from page 23 a 








Polk, who's been steeped in spe- 
cials at BBDO since they were 
first sired, feels “Little Women” 
will be the “sleeper” of the coming 
season. Adler also will do the lyrics 





and music for “Gift of the Magi” 
which has Sally Ann Howes pen-| 
cilled in for a major role. Rosa- | 
lind Russell, as in the stage play, | 
will star in “Wonderful Town.” | 

Polk cites the Rexall as a per- 
fect example of an account thor-| 
cughly sold on specials and as af 
important vehicle for selling its 
vast line of drug products. 
even gone so far as to start 
his | 


son and in the BBDO agency t 


is regarded as a splendid omen of | 


what’s ahead in this type of mer-|.- 


chandising. | 

It is argued that when a client | 
backs a special, the product adver- | 
tised takes on an aura of far more | 
importance and_ all personnel, | 
from the boss’ wife to the stenog- | 
rapher to the clerk behind the} 
counter, feel a “special” pride and | 
a consequent impulse to sell with 
added enthusiasm. Specials, ac- 


cording to Polk, call for longer ex: | 


ploitation and promotion cam- 
paigns but the results, both in| 
sales and goodwill, continue to} 


manifest themselves long after the 
program has disappeared from the | 
airwaves. The plusses in a ee | 
are many, says Polk, but in nu-| 
merous instances, it’s tougher to} 
do one special than 52 regular pro- | 
grams in a series. 
Onward & Upward 

Po'k allows that specials will | 
grow more and more in importance | 
and that networks before long will | 
put aside a prime hour each week | 
for the production of such features, | 
with resultant increase in revenue. 

The average special reaches far | 
more people than the average show, 
Polk maintains, adding that the av- 
er2ere special also draws a larger | 
audience than the show it pre- | 
empts. Furthermore, it is Polk’s 
observation, backed by figures and 
charts, that in addition to reaching 
more homes, the all-family special 
pulls more viewers per set. 

As for the plethora of westerns 
on tv channels today, Polk says that 
oaters, fundamentally, have the 
stuff of sound programming, but 
like everything else, can be over- 
done. 

“There'll always be westerns on 
the air,” Polk notes,” but this year 
will mark the beginning of the 
drop in this category. There'll 
be a moderate number around, but 
nothing like the rash experienced 
in the past two seasons. 

‘Nightmare’ Did It 

The first “special” born in the 
BBDO shop, Polk thinks, was 
“Nightmare in Red,” inserted in an 
“Armstrong Circle Theatre” series 
several seasons ago. ‘Armstrong 
and “U. S. Steel 
Hour,” two BBDO packages, the 
former in its third season on the 
air as a 60-minute show and the 
latter in its fifth season, will be 
the only regular live-hour dramas 
available next season. 

The 1958-59 season, despite the , 
economic slack on the industrial | 
front, will bea busy one for BBDO 
with at least eight regular evening | 





They've | 
three | 
more specials for the 1959-60 sea- | 


itv 
| Gleason . 





S naan aaa’ 


TV-Radio Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Gil Fates, exec producer of CBS-TV’s “To Tell the Truth,” spend- 
ing a fortnight at Lake Kennelbago, Me. .. . Walter Framer, creator 
of CBS-TV’s “For Love or Money,” finishing his autobiog “I Did Strike 
It Rich” for Citadel Press, skedded for Christmas publication ... Mary 
Lou Forster did a series of recorded spots for American Petroleum 
Institute, Junket and Smith Bros. Cough Drops . . . Bob Allison will 
do “True Story” and “Modern Romance” tv scripts for Stark-Layton 
.. . Bob Wilson, NBC news commentator, will be emcee for the Mod- 
ern Jazz Concert sponsored by Silvermine Guild of Artists in Norwalk, 
Conn., Sunday (10)... Joan Alexander and Roger Price will be guest 
panelists on CBS Radio's “Sez Who!” Sunday (10) . . . Edmund C. 
Bunker, CBS-TV veepee and director of affiliate relations, back in N.Y. 
after a month's vacation in southland ... Mary V. Ahern, longtime 
“Omnibus” feature editor, off on a three-week tour of the Continent 
and look-see at overseas video . . . John Derr, special assistant to Ar- 
thur Godfrey, back in town after a week's hiatus at Lake Kezar, Me. 
. . Bill Hylan, CBS-TV veepee of sales administration, off to Bermu- 
da on a month's vacation. 

Ann Corio into six segs or more of “My True Story” during August 
... Harold S. Cranton is new director of sales development & research 
for ABC Radio comes from NBC . . . Mike Laurence hosting the Sat- 
urday-Sunday 8-11 p.m. WMGM deejay shows ... To replace Jim Szabe 
who moved up to ABC-TV sales, George E. Pamental has been hired 
to handle WABC-TV sales (in moveover from WOR-TV salts) 
Evelyn Konrad, ex-editor in the tv field, opening ber own p.r. house 
—specializing in ad agency corporate angles .. . Del Sharbutt to do the 
WABC Radio deejay chores 4-6:30 p.m. daily beginning Aug. 18. 

Mary Fickett of “Sunrise at Campobello” has moved into the run- 
ning role of nurse Molly West on CBS Radio's “Young Dr. Malone” 
soaper. Alan Bunce, who's in “Couple Next Door,” plays Al Smith in 
the Broadway production . . . Patricia Wheel is the new leading lady 
on CBS Radio’s “Road to Life.” . . . Judy Scott is set for the “In Town 
Tonight” tv show from Chicago Aug. 11 and the NBC “Bandstand” Aug. 
14... Lou Carter, singing cab driver, appeared on the CBC-TV “Jack 
Duffy” show last Saturday (2) . . . Mel Spiegel, assistant director of 
CBS Radio Press Info, off on an auto tour of the west .. . Irving Git- 
lin, director of public affairs of CBS, back at his desk after month-long 
tour of Europe ... Mass Communications History Center of Wisconsin 
Historical Society is collecting original drafts of papers and articles 
written on radio-tv over past 33 years by Ben Gross, Daily News’ radio- 
tv critic. Others in collection include Gen. David Sarnoff and Marconi 
... Claire Mann starts a series of appearances on the Concert FM Ra- 
dio Network . . . Corydon Erickson and Launcelot Erickson are now 
handled by the Preminger, Jaffe & Steward office . . . Marion Morgan 
and Bill Lee will substitute for Pat Buttram and regular cast of CBS 
Radio's “Just Entertainment” when they begin a four-week vacation 
this week ... Paul Taubman will be in charge of the musica! score for 
“Concentration” which debuts over NBC-TV Aug. 24... Don Morrow 
will narrate a new educational tv film on health entitled “New Light.” 

Frank W. Erwin, director of cooperative programming at MBS, also 
has been named the web's sports director . . . Marion Young Taylor 
celebrated her 17th anni as “Martha Deane” (WOR Radio) on Monday 
(4) via a breakfast in her honor, attended by station personalities . . . 





++++ 


| WNFC, Fayetteville, N.C., has been awarded a Muzak franchise .. . 


Catholic Apostolate of Radio, Television and Advertising (CARTA) will 


|sponsor a Hudson River boatride Aug. 20... Eva Gaber takes over as 


hostess on CBS-TV’s “The Big Payoff” this week during Bess Myer- 


| son’s vacation, latter to making her drama debut in strawhat “Tea and 


Sympathy.” 


(IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


The loud rumbles of the ABC shakeup in Frisco have unsettled the 
executive suite at KABC here, but Earl Hudsen, division veepee, stout- 
ly denies any such orders as “put the Coast operation on a paying basis 
or get somebody who will.” . . . Jerry Stagg, producer of the defunct 
“Telephone Time,” will have a crack at one of the hour shows for Des- 
flu Playhouse. He'll produce a segment of the Lincoln assassination 
story ... Max Baer will talk about his fights, comment on fisticuffs 
and interview sport notables on a KHJ-TV strip. Said “the champ*— 
“my first guester will be the loser of the Patterson-Harris scrap. Him 
I know I can get.” .. . Young & Rubicam gave Bob Hussey a promo- 
tion and a new job—director of program development in Hollywood 
re Y & R’s Bob Mountain and Walter Bunker jollied it up at the Bo- 
hemian Grove encampment up north . . . Bob Soderberg put aside his 
typewriter to coordinate the Ann Sothern show for Benton & Bowles 
... In another month Art Linkletter will eall it 25 years in radio and 
... Arch Oboler scripted some seven-minute tragic skits for Jackie 
. . Wilbur Stark and Jerry Layton picked the Metro studie 
for filming of “Colonel Flack.” . . . Adolphe Wenland, the giveaway 
king, is partnered with Bill Peck in a new quizzer called “Win, Place 


| and Show.” They'll be off and running with possibly Tom Duggan call- 


ing the races .. . The Bill Doziers took off for a fortnight in Mexico 
... Time mag will take Jack Paar APAART in an upcoming issue . .. 
J. Carrol Naish has the lead role in “My Father, the Foo!” for Desilu 
Playhouse . . « William Morris is plotting a Mae Western .. . Betty 
White skipped east for a round of guestings ... Lou Prima & Keely 


there’s a sound show idea in hav-| 
ing men such as Jackie Gleason, | 
Morey Amsterdam, Steve Allen, 


tv (as quoted by Europeo) admits 
that use of video sets is “quite 
widespread” in religious circles, 


Jack Benny, Phil Silvers, Sid Cae- 
sar and Sam Levenson appear in 
small groups. These funny men 
play musical instruments and to 
show them off in small groups 
could coneeivably prove a tv m-g- 
net. 

Along similzr lines, there are a 
number of leading American non-’ 
pro citizens who enjoy playing mu- 
sical instruments, but not on a pro- 
fessional basis. A series fe2tur- 
ing such individuals could be in- 
teresting, Englander maintains. 

The recent tribute to Van Cli- 
burn by New York City officials 
was a healthy boost for good music, 
he says. The fact that a musician 
could achieve a ticker-tape parade | 
in the fashion of an English chan-| 
nel swimmer, bespeaks wonders for 
New York officialdom. “To hear 
politicians wrestle with the names 





of Russian composers is indeed an! 


upbeat event,” he cracks. 
Currently, Englander is direct- 

ing “The Last Word” on CBS-TV, 

but his true devotion is music and 


but notes that while at first it was 
hoped that programs would be 
kept within limits of “honesty and 
morality,” these limits hed not al- 
ways been respected. Hence the 


. above restrictions. 





Britain’s ‘No Smoking 
During Children’s Hour’ 


London, Aug. 5. 
The government-appointed Inde- 
pendent Television Authority has 
banned cigaret commercials during 








children’s programs, and has ad-| 


vised the commercial networks not 
to use them either immediately be- 


|buys in the BBDO shop, among | recorder and camera 
|them Zerex Anti-freeze, DuPont ing p.m.) at WGN-TV 

product, for four Sundays on the | tions on WGN-TV’s “B 
NBC; ‘ , 


| fore or after junior programs. Beer | 


|and alcohol blurbs are already 
barred. 


The ITA has been concened 
| about the situation fot some time, 


| 


programs renewed, and four new | 


night entries in the hopper. There 
are renewals for Campbell Soups’ 
“Lassie” on CBS 
Lucky Strike’s “Jack Benny Show,” 
CBS (‘ninth season); “GE Theatre” 
on CBS (fifth season); “You Bet | 
Your Life” in a new time slot on | 
NBC with Lever replacing DeSoto; | 
“Trackdown” in its second season | 
for Lucky Strike on CBS and| 
“Your Hit Parade,” American To- | 
bacco show, switching from NBC | 
to CBS and which the latter will | 


(fifth season); 


| 
} 
| 


produce with a new cast. | 
Then there are the new program | 


Steve Allen 
Campbell 


Show 
Soups 


over 


on the “Donna 


Reed Show” alternate Wednesdays | 
|on ABC, and a new advertiser in a| 
new program, namely Pittsburgh 


Plate Glass in an alternate week 


| Smith may turn the tables on all the stars who want them for guest 
| Shots. They may have their own show and will ask the “names” to guest 
|for them, 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Trib columnist Herb Lyon has resigned from his WGN-TV “Mid- 
night Ticker” stanza . .. James H. Shoemaker, with 12 years in the 
broadcasting industry, has joined WLS as national sales manager ... 
George Anderson, EWR&R veep, and chief writer Dale Harrison in L.A 
for kickoff of the summer replacement for “Pat Buttran Show” .. . 
ABC veep Sterling (Red) Quinlan off to Hawaii for a month with his 
spouse ... Franklin MacCormack returning to WGN with his trade- 


|mark poetry and music show this week . . . Daily News tv eritic Terry 


Turner vacationing for a forthnight . . . Harriet (Sis) Atlass and Lee 
Phillip of WBBM-TV off on 10-day respite in Jamaica, but with tape 
... Al Field named program manager (from act- 
. . George Nelle taking over marionette opera- 
“Blue Fairy,” now that Rufus Rose has left. Show, 
incidentally, will go to color cartoons for about four weeks . . . Robert 
C. Cosbey of Roo. evelt U. will do a folk music show on WBBM when 
“Summer Night at Ravinia With Rudolph Ganz” goes off .. . Robert 
Wencel has signed on as sales rep for WBBM-FM. 





half-hour of the new Garry Moore {IN BOSTON * ee 


hour-long production on Tuesdays 
over CBS. 


'“Death Valley Days,” 
Heavy daytime schedules also | 
but the decision was clinched fol-; have been bought for Armstrong | studios in color language with Larry Logan on from the lavender stu- 


WBZ-TV hosted tv scribes at Charter Motel Monday (4) to preema 
which debuts tomorrow (Thurs. at 10:30 p.m. on 
Channel 4... WMEX, which bills itself “color” radix, has dubbed its 


an unending crusade to get as| lowing protests from the public Cork Co., Bristol-Myers, DuPont, | dio, Dan Donovan from the deep purple, Mel Miller from the gold stu- 


much fit as possible on to the net-| health committee of the County General 


works. “Leonard Bernstein proved 





| Councils Assn. 


Mills, Lever Bros. and 


|U, S. Steel. 


dio, and Don Parker from the chartreuse studio . . . Mort Bradfield, 
(Continued on page 40) 
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WRCA-TV and Harvard Aim to Give 
N-Y.’s Puerto Ricans Ingles for Bkfst. 


A 
to the vast Puerto Rican popula-, 
tion in New York will soon be 
launched by WRCA-TV opposite 
WCBS-TV's_ rise-and-shine ‘“Sun- 
rise Semester” programs. 

Working with Harvard U.’s Lan- 
guage Research Center and the 
Puerto Rican Division of the U. S 
Dept. of Immigration, WRCA-TV 
will present “Aqui Se Habla In- 
gies” (‘English Is Spoken Here) 
cross-the-board from 6:30 to 7 a.m. 
starting Monday (11), 

Program is designed to teach 
English to the constantly growing 
Spanish-speaking residents in the, 
station’s primary area. William 
N. Davidson, general manager of 
the NBC flagships, observes that 
the early time period was specific- 
ally chosen because it would allow 
the maximum number of interested 
individuals to tune in regularly 
Station has charted the behavior 
pattern of local Puerto Ricans and 
found that because of the language 
barrier, the vast majority of Span- 
ish-speaking persons work at jobs 
that require them to get up very 
early or go to bed very late. 

WRCA-TY will usher in the “In- 
gies” series with ads in the three 
major Gotham Spanish-language 
newspapers, El Diario de Nueva 
York, El Imparcial and La Prensa. 

Series will be hosted by Jose 
Roman, labor editor of El Diario 
de Nueva York, who is known to 
Spanish-speaking New Yorkers for 
his Spanish program, “What's Your 


Problem,” on WHOM, one of the 
city’s major foreign-language AM 
outlets Zoman will open the 


show with a brief bilingual round 
of news of particular interest to 
local Puerto Ricans and then step 
aside for Clara Barbeito, the Eng- 
lish instructor. Miss Barbeito is a 
teacher, author and editor with the 
McGraw-Hill Book Co.’s foreign 
depariment. She'll give the view- 
ers the day’s vocabulary, followed 
by an English-language training 
film made by the Harvard U. Cen- 
ter 

There'll also be a daily “word 
game” with appropriate prizes. Fol- 
lowing the lesson, Roman _ will 
speak in English on such topics 
as location of local rent clinics, 
job opportunities, American cus- 
toms and similar topics. Pat Far- 
rar of the WRCA-TV Public Affair 
Dept. will produce the program. 
Mike Gargiulo will direct. | 





Welk Plots Teenage Orch | 
As Part of Mon. Nighter; 
‘Music to Understand By’ 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

Lawrence Welk announced plans 
to launch a teenage band on his 
new Monday night television 
ries, whicls kicks off Aug. 25. Juve 
orch will be doubled with regular 
Welk ensembte of 38 on series. 

Bandsman, currently on a 12-city 
tour, made announcement at press 
reception here, when he stopped 
off to play date at Convention Hall. 
Crowd of 8,000 attended concert. 
People have been sending in tapes 
of young artists from all over 
country and Welk will make selec- 
tions when he returns to Coast 
next week 

Asked what type of music kids 
would play, the maestro said: “We 
hope to come up with a style for 
them. But we'll have to hear them 
first and then set the music. It 
will be understandable music,” he | 
assured. | 

Although he shuns rock '‘n’ 
roll on his own performances, he 
is not against it: “I never felt 
that rock and roll is bad,” Welk 
said, “When the orchestra leaders 
started playing for the singers, 
they neglected the rhythm. After 
that the big bands fell apart. The 
kids missed that solid beat and 
they went over to rock with its 
heavier, satisfying rhythms.” 


se- 


Dallas—Kenneth Sikorski is the 
latest addition to the tv sales staff 
of the local Katz Agency.:.-He. was 
formerly with WWGA, Tifton, Ga. 


public service series keyed 





NBC-TV’s $5,000,000 


Sterling Drug and Brillo have 


/each renewed for 52 weeks, thus | 


assuring NBC-TV of nearly $5,000,- 
000 in gross billings 

Sterling's renewal starts Sept. 17 
with sponsorship in “Today Is 
Ours,” “Modern Romances,” * 


Price Is Right” and “Treasure 


Hunt.” 

Brillo’s encores, also starting 
Sept. 17, are with 

Hunt,” “It Could Be You” and 


“Haggis Baggis.” 


Gimbel WIP-Hand 
In $2,500,000 Buy; 
News, Drama Hypo 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

Benedict Gimbel Jr., president 
and general manager of radio sta- 
tion WIP and WIP-FM, disclosed 
plans for an elaborately expanded 
news coverage following FCC ap- 
proval of the recent sale of the 
stations to a group he heads. 

Syndicate recently purchased 
radio outlet from Gimbel Stores, 
New York, for $2,500,000. New 
corporation is to be known as WIP 
Broadcasting Inc. Present owner- 
ship operates as Pennsylvania 
Broadcasting Corp. 

Among major stockholders asso- 
ciated with Gimbel in new venture 
are Bob Hope, Armand Hammer, 
president and board chairman of 
Mutual Broadcasting System; Ed 
Petry, New York radio sales rep; 
L. Parker Naudain, manufacturer's 
rep; John Pew, of Sun Oil; and 
Ralph Huberman, John Crisconi, 
Robert Brown and William H. But- 
ler, Philadelphia businessmen. 

Although WIP has made its rep- 
utation as an important indie, the 
station will continue its affiliation 
with the Mutual web, Gimbel said. 
“I plan to set up a completely 
autonomous new unit, responsible 
to no one but myself. There will 
be a staff of six or seven to gather, 
write and report news as it hap- 
pens. There will be no program 





| considered so sacred or important 


that it cannot be interrupted for 
a news flash. Not 10 minutes after 
the event, but immediately.” 
Television fell down on the im- 
mediacy coverage of news breaks, 
Gimbel believes, and no media is 
so happily fixed as radio to convey 
a news event instantaneously. Big 
advertisers are already nibbling at 
sponsorship of the proposed WIP 
news setup, “Radio must be an 
important means of communica- 
tion and must not be limited just 
to music and news headlines,” 
Gimbel stated. 

New owners plan to investigate 


stereophonic transmission and will|tor; Bill Altman as producer of |insist that any tv allocations ac- | 
try to restore radio drama to its|“The Investigator”: Kirk Browning | tion of a sweeping nature should 


former estate—in the days of Nor- 
man Corwin, Arch Oboler, et al. 

“Live drama has gone from ty,” 
he continued. “It costs a minimum 
of $30,000 today for a lousy drama 
on television. A good radio drama 
can be put on for three or four 
thousand.” 


Community B’ casting 





Gets Toledo TV Nod! 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
The FCC has come to a decision 
on the hotly-contested television 
channel 11 in Toledo, with Com- 
munity Broadcasting the winner. 
The hearing examiner's initial de- 
cision had favored Great Lakes 


| Broadcasting, one of six competing 


applicants for the station. 

The Commission also issued a 
final verdict in the Cheboygan, 
Mich., channel 4 case, with Mid- 
western Broadcasting getting the 
nod over Straits Broadcasting. This 
time the FCC agreed with its hear- 
ing examiner, 





The proposed summit meeting 
at the UN may well turn out to 
be the biggest coverage story in 
the already fabulous history of 
American tv. Network news chiefs 
have alerted their correspondents 
to be ready for day-and-night re- 
portage and it is estimated that 





| the number of hours and minutes 


more commercial programs than 


‘The | ever will get bumped off in order 


to do a thorough and careful job 
lof the summit gathering. It all de- 
|pends whether they go ahead with | 


“Treasure | the proposal for a N. Y. session. 


However, NBC and CBS, it is 
understood, do not propose on this 
occasion to engage in a.numbers 
game—that is carry their pickups 
to utterly unnecessary degrees and | 
issue frequent bulletins regarding 


| devoted to the major news events | 
|of the century. Virtually all news 
|observers in tv say the summit 
| conference, as planned, will be not 
only the greatest but possibly the 
|} mest complex running story in all 
‘of audio-video journalism. 
| NBC is planning to bring in, 
Irving R. Levine from Moscow and 
Joseph C. Harsch, its senior Euro- 
| pean correspondent. They'll cover 
'the Russian and British diplomats 
|at the UN meeting. From Wash- 
|}ing will come Frank McGee, Dave 
Brinkley, Herb Kaplow, Frank 
Bourgholtzer, Ray Scherer and 
Russ Tornabene. Also Chet Hunt- 
jley and Dave Brinkley will do 
| specials. In addition, Pauline 
| Frederick, Merrill Mueller, Wilson | 
Hall and Lee Hal! will be on hand 
for other aspects of the big story. 

CBS expects to have Winston 
Burdett, Danie] Schorr, Howard K. 
|Smith, Richard C. Hottelet and 
| Ernest Leiser on the UN front. If 
| Premier Charles de Gaulle decides 
| to attend the meeting of the heads 
|of government in the UN, David 
|Schoenbrun, CBS’ Paris corre- 
| spondent, will be brought in, as 
will Frank Kearns of CBS News, 
Cairo, in the event that President | 
Gamal Abdel Nasser of the United | 
Arab Republic shows up at the 
powwow. 

Engineering departments at the 
neworks have been engaged in try- 
ing to lighten their portable tv 


(Continued on page 43) 


Ashley-Steiner Places 
Carload of Talent In 

TV-Legit-Pix Fields 
Ashley-Steiner office, since its | 
recent acquisition of the Milton 
Goldman agency, has been hopping | 
on many fronts including legit, 
films and tv. 
More recently it set Clark Jones 
as producer-director of the “Perry | 
Como Show”; Bob Banner as pro- 
ducer-director of several specs for | 
CBS; Perry Lafferty as producer 
of “The Hit Parade”; Fred Heider | 
as producer of “The Voice of Fire-| 
|stone” and Dick Dunlap as direc- | 














‘Butterfield 8’ for 90’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

John O’Hara’s novel, ‘“Butter- 
field 8,” will be presented on CBS- 
TV's “Playhouse 90” series next 
season, with Herbert Brodkin as 
producer. 

Brodkin has signed Irving Gay- 
nor Neiman to adapt the story for 


television. Neiman was set by Zieg- | 


ler, Hellman & Ross, marking the 
llth“writer deal with “90” for next 
season by that agency. 


ABC-TV’s Bid For 
‘Drop-ins’ Meets 
Rough Opposition 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
The American Broadcasting Co. 
plan for a third VHF station in 
25 top markets which now have 
less than three came in for some 





‘hard knocks and only a few boosts 


as arguments were filed with the 


FCC. Long before filing deadline 
time, however, a suspicion was 
growing that there would be no 


action on the plan, at least until 
next year. This, despite the ob- 
vious interest. of FCC 
John C. Doerfer. 

The Association of Maximum 
Service Telecasters, representing 
most of the nation’s largest tv sta- 


tions in their common fear that | 
action to make more tv stations 
possible might lead to relaxed 


technical standards, aileged that 
the ABC plan would accomplish 
just that. 


ly threatens existing high 
quality .. . service . (ABC) 
urges tinkering on a _ massive 
scale.” 


AMST took after the ABC con- 


chairman | 


It said the plan “grave- | 


VIDEO REPORTING “This Is Their Life’ Bead on Viewers 
TO WIT NEW PEAK  1n Telepulse's New 


Qualitative Kick 


By ART WOODSTONE 

Telepulse begins a new and regu- 
lar qualitative study with its July 
report. Insiead of submitting au- 
(dience composition figures for 
leach of the monthly video reports, 
Pulse Inc. will offer surveys for 
each network program on ils view- 
ers’ tastes, habits, buying power, 
| professional standing and assets, 
according to Sydney Roslow, prexy 
of the research company. 

Roslow figures that qualitative 
| video research is going to eat up 
/more and more of the surveyors’ 
|time. The more sponsors find out 
| about the type of audience watch- 
a their programs, the better’ it 
| 
| 





will be to program for them, Ros- 
low maintains. 

Roslow, who began Pulse 17 
years ago, doesn’t overlook the 
fact that there has been an inten- 


Sification lately of the competi- 
tion among tv researchers rhere 
are new companies entering the 


field and the older ones are trying 
feverishly to come up with fresh 
and valid angles on which to base 
researth. The wiser the research, 
he believes, the better chance of 
staying at the top of the heap 


So, in effect, the load of quali- 
tative research expected by Ros- 
low is demanded by the growing 


intra-research competition and by 


the relatively recent desire of 

agencies and advertisers to find 

out more about homescreeners 

than just how manv there are. 
Size Still Strategic 

The Pulse chieftain warned, 


however, that the size of the audi- 
ence for a show will never de- 
crease in importance. “Besides 
knowing how much your viewers 
spend on groceries and how heav- 
ily they smoke cigars, the adver- 
tiser is always going to have to 
know how many of them there 
are,” he said. 

With continuance of the need 
|for straight rating figures, Roslow 
| anticipates that in “from three to 
|seven years” an adequate system 
}to measure out-of-home _ video 
| viewing must be evolved. By then, 


tention that the plan would per- | according to Roslow, the transis- 
mit it to compete on more equal | torized tv portable will be a full- 
terms with NBC and CBS. It) edged reality, with people lug- 
quoted ABC as claiming to reach | mg lightweight = screens _ into 
90° of tv homes, noted that CBS | parks, the back seats of autos and 
and NBC reach only 95% and) even into places where pocket 
concluded that deterioration of | "dios go. At that point, he feels, 


the pictures from ABC's own/™echanical measurements are 
affiliates would lose it more | 8°/ng to have to find some way to 


coverage than it would gain. | supplement machines that only re- 
ABC proposes shoehorning new P°rt fixed positions. 

station assignments under a com-| slow, in giving the once-over 

bination of devices, shorter mile- (Continued on Page 42) 


va allng eg we TG cane yh , 
cases, AMST said these are un- Granada-TV $ $84,000 
To U. of Leeds to Spark 
Research on TV Impact 


tried ideas and should wait until 
the Television Allocations Study 
Organization completes its tech- 
London, July 29. 
Granada-TV has given $34,000 te 
the Univ. of Leeds to be spent 


nical studies. 
TASO was set up, among other | 
things, to measure interference | 
and the value of interference-sup 
pression methods. Its final report 
over the next five years in support 
of a Granada Television Research 
Fellowship. The gift goes together 
with the offer of further financial 
aid and the possibility of renewal 


to the FCC is not due until the 
for a period if it should be neces- 





renewed for another year by NBC | Wait until all the TASO returns 
as director of the NBC Opera Co. | are in. Chairman Doerfer inclines 
and a “Hallmark of Fame” Christ-| toward adoption of some of the 
mas show, .and Paul Bogart con- ABC suggestions for “drop-ins” .in 
|tinues with “Kraft Mystery Thea- | ™ore rapid order. 

tre’ and Theatre Guild assign-| Support for the ABC plan came 
ments. | from UHF'ers in competitien with 
The Ashley-Steiner east coast | VHF stations, and from _ broad- 


also includes the signing of Regi- | °F newly-assigned channels. 


nald Rose to do a “Playhouse 90" | |. 2 
Mile TV Tower Possible 








original, “The Savage”; Meade | 
Roberts to do an adaptation of | 
Henry James’ “Wings of the Dove” 
for “Playhouse 90”; Earle Doud as 
a writer on the Jack Paar show: 


Greensboro, N. C., Aug. 5. 
Harry Junkin as writer of the day- we. 5 


A mile-high television tower 


writer - producer - director activity | Casting interests wishing to apply | 


But What About Planes? 


end of this year, but a Commission 
majority is known to be ready to 
sary. 
The University will now appoint 


a small advisory group of which 
it’s expected Sir Gerald Barry will 
be a member. The purpose of the 
Fellowship will be to undertake re- 
search into the public impact of 
| tyover as wide an area of inquiry 
as possible, including social, aesthe- 
{| tic, political and commercial. 
Already Associated TeleVision, 
| ABC-TV and Associated-Rediffu- 
| sion have given away money to 
“worthwhile” causes, and recently 
Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick, chairman of 
| the Independent Television Author- 
| ity, announced that the commercial 


time drama, “Love of Life”; Frank 
and Doris Hursley on the daytime 
drama, “Search for Tomorrow”; 
Abby Mann with two projects for 
the Theatre Guild—U. S. Steel 
Hour; Lou Pelletier adapting 
“Snow in Summer” for the same 
show and Irving Elman on “The 
Investigator.” 

In legit, the agency has ‘Sidney 
Lumet set to direct “Fever for 








(Continued on page 43) 


could be designed and erected, but| tv programmers will make an an- 
such a structure “would be ex-| nual gift of not less than $280,000 
tremely costly” and _ probably| to the arts. ATV has donated $59,- 
would be frowned upon by the | 000, which will be split between 
Civil. Aeronautics Authority. repertory theatres, encouraging 

This is what Dr. Robert S. Rowe,! writers, and to acting and musie 
professor of civil engineering and | academies. ABC-TV has covenanted 
chairman of the civil engineering | $14,000 a year for the next seven 
department at Duke U., told cele-| years to the Sadler’s Wells Opera 
gates attending a dinner session of | Co. and A-R has presented the 
the N. C. Society of Professional | Tate Gallery wit §14000 to buy 
Engineers at Duke last week. ! works of art. 
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NOW... THE GLORIOUS STORY ¥ 


MACKENZIES 


A great star in his 


RICHARD Ci 


as Col. Ranald S. Mackenzie. He brought law and 








RPRISING! BE RELENTLESS! MAK 
PLACE FOR AMERICANS TO LIVE 
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OF HARD FIGHTING, HARD RIDING 


RAIDERS 


greatest role | 


ARLSON | 


order to a land gripped by terror! 
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Se el BRAINS & VOLCANOES Political Time Ni 
. ° ~ ‘Conquest’ Sets ‘Inner’ Topics For | IX 
TV Trips The Light-Year Fantastic ae Ere 
Sh iid SESEFEFEPEHFFFFFFEHEFEFEFEFS EEE ESEEES HEHEHE FHO FEES “Conquest” botany be ‘seen over vites a rotest 


By JO RANSON 
The Supernatural and Fantastic 


Astrogation Cycle is. expected to. 


orbit into the 2l-inch video sphere 





|CBS-TV next season calls for 


to any university seeking to find; smashers, satellites and telescopes. | wjchael Sklar, its producer, to pre- 


'a cure for blasting commercials or 
‘the common cold. 


Serling, no mean hand at tv scrip- 


during the 1959 season. In other ting, working on a science-fiction 


words, aduli westerns 
quiz shows may soon be getting 
tough cosmonaui:ie competition 


from science-fiction drama on vari- 
ous v-deo outlets. 

livst came wrestling and roller 
derb.es. Then .“Uncle  Miltie” 
crashed through the cathode ray 
tube followed by a rush of situa- 
tion comedies. Soon they were 
sid2e-tracke: by 2 spec.acuiae, 
and the locust-flurry of giveaway 
qu 2Zers. 

The year "59 may well be the 
year of the Fantastic, aceording to 


a 


some provram buildérs who look | 
into the tuture and forebodingly | Jet-propelled Couch,” 


forecast what's ahead for video's 
blueplate special. 

Several program fashioners also 
in st thet if Seripps-Howard was 
able to merge the old Morning 
World with the Evening Telegram, 
tv is ceriainly capable of blending 


the successful Western with the 
Supernaturz!, thus giving birth to 
an interplanetary offspring that 


w:ll combine the six-shooter Colt 
with a c:rcumlunar rocket G-fore- 
int i's way from Gutch Canyon to 
Mer: 
Mar 


Next season may well see a new | 
type of hero replac- 
ing Wyatt Earp. the Range Rider, | 
Jim Bowie and Pat Masterson. The | 
new vidco hero wll most likely! TV, N. Y., alternate Sunday dis-| 


and sirange 


tate the form of a space-ship char- 
acicr or invisible perhaps, plum- 
meting from outer space and en- 


gored in a grim outside-the-gal- 
axy batile with the “little men” 
o1 esrih. Commercials, however, 
won't be altered tgo drastically. 
Advertis'ng agencics will still per- 
suace viewers, in the old-fash- 
ioned 20th Century style, that 


faulty elimination can be helped 
immeasurably by the continued use 
of present-day patent medicines. 
Tired blood wil! still be stirred only 
by Ceritol when the Fantastic 
shoves the Western to the bottom 
or below the Top Ten. 
Era of The Fanfut 

The trend toward what has been 
succinctly described as the “fan- 
fut” (blend o° first svilable of “fan- 
tastic” and (“futu‘e”) type of enter- 
tanment will undoubtedly get a 
big push when CBS-TV ushers in 
its two dec‘dedly offbeat programs, 
“The Invisible Man” and “World 
of Giants” this fall. 

“The Invisible Man” will be 
seen Wednesdays from 17:30 to 8 
p.m. It is based on one of H. G. 
Wells’ celebrated yarns about a 
Prit'sh scientist who uses the gift 
of invisibility for the improvement 
o° mankind. Some of Wells’ stuff 
hes already caused hair to stand 
on end amonz radio listeners, 
notably in the case of Orson Welles’ 
adaptation of “The War of the 
Worlds” which panicked half-a-na- 
tion when aired over CBS Radio 
a “oodly number of years avo. Ob- 
v ously, CBS-TV doesn’t seek a re- 
peat of that unhapny occurrence. 
“Invisible Man” will have Edgar 
Peterson as exec producer. 

““Yorld of Giants” is the other 
CBS-TV dandy on the agenda. This 
one will be flashed on the video 
screens Wednesdays from 8 to 8:20 
p.m. and is currently being pro- 
duced by ZIV TV Programs Inc., 
in cooperation with the network. 
Otto Lang is producing and direct- 
ine “World o* Giants.” 

“World of Giants” will have Mel 
Hunter playing a six-inch FBI 
avent ‘in the ser pt it’s merely 
called a Bureau). An operative for 
ths upcoming super-duper de- 
scribes it in this fashion: “To the 
tiny mighty mite a simple rain 
storm is a death-dealing flood, a 
harmless alley cat becomes a rag- 
ing 12-foot tiger. a vacuum cleaner 
is a lethal weapon, a pane of glass 
a death trap. Almost any aspect 
of normal l'fe is a challenge to the 
‘little man’ whether it is the 
turning on of a hose, a tipped 
bottle of glue, the closing of an 
ice box, the turning on of an elec- 
tric light—each in its way is a 
monster or a monstrous situation 
for the ‘little man’.” 

If “World of Giants” doesn’t 
knock its rivals, including NBC's 
“Wagon Train” off its track next 
season, the producers insist they'll 


offer themselves up as guinea pigs ' $190 


and the | Sevies 


entitled “Twilight Zone.” 
| Advance reports indicate this one 
‘is bound to cause more than a 
| mere earthquake when made avail- 
able to stations. 

‘Project Immortality’ 

Loring Mandel is holed up some- 
| where in supersonic space pound- 
\ing out a CBS-TV “Playhouse 90” 
to be tagged “Project Immortali- 
ty.” It is all about the creation of 
aa electric brain capable of dupli- 
cating the though processes of 
man. Incidentally, “Playhouse 90” 
has been the outlet for a number 
ot successful super-fiction type of 
dramas. They've included “The 
and “A 
‘Sound of Different Drummer” by 
| Robert Alan Aurthur, 

Along the same lines, the current 
WCBS-TV series dealing with outer 
eyace has evoked considerable dis- 
cussion. This Saturday morning 
program is aimed at kids and is a 
nonfiction type of programs con- 
cerned with robots, rockets, atom- 





‘Open Mind’ Coming Back 
~ As Weekly Sun. Series 





“The Open Mind,” the WRCA- 


cussion program presided over by 
Richard D. Heffner, resumes its 
former weekly status at a new 
time, 2 to 2:30 p. m., s‘arting Aug. 
31. It is currently heard biweekly 
at 12:30 p. m. 

New setup will afford Heffner 
an ovportunity to present more in- 
depth discussions on_ pertinent 
problems, starting with an exami- 
nation of tv’s impact on American 
life. He will have top names micro- 
scoping tv and its effect on con- 
formity, freedom of information, 
the arts, etc. Heffner also expects 
to do a series on contemporary law 
and U. S. foreign policy. 

Heffner, who is also program di- 
rector of META, is planning to 
edit a number of the outstanding 


with a view to publication by one 
of the major trade book publishers. 
Among the talks that may be in- 
cluded in the book are those deal- 
ing with the American press, the 
courts and tv. 

Continuing to stay on top of the 
news, Heffner will do “Nasser, Na- 
tionalism and American Foreign 
Policy” for the Aug. 10 broadcast. 
On the 24th subject will be 
“Atomic Radiation and Human Sur- 
vival.” 


50 SPORTSCASTS ON 
NBC-TV ’58-’59 CARD 


More than 50 tv sportseasts have 
been lined up by NBC for next 
secson with the network offering 
the package on a once-a-week fre- 





cost of an alternate-week, night- 
time half-hour. 

NBC estimates that one-quarter 
sponsorship of the 1958-59 package 
will amount to a little more than 
$2,000,000. Each one-fourth spon- 
sor will get year-round exposure 
in baseball, basketball and foot- 
ball. Sportscasters include Lind- 
sey Nelson, Red Grange, Leo Dur- 
ocher, Mel Allen and Curt Gowdy. 

The season will start with the 
NCAA football schedule on Sept. 
29 and foliow with nine NCAA 
n°tional and four NCAA regional 
grid games, 26 major league base- 
ball games and 13 _ baske ball 
games (with NBC pro games on 
Sunday afternoon or college games 
on Saturday afternoon at the 
sponsor's option). 

The NBC-TV Sports Package will 
end April 5. 


LAREDO, TEX., TV SALE 

Laredo, Tex., Aug. 5. 
The Vibicon Industries of Ameri- 
ca has been given approval by the 
FCC to sell KHAD-TV, operating 
on Channel 8 here, to the South- 
western Publishing Co., Ft. Smith, 

Ark. 
Sale 





price was said to be 





’ 


With In-Depth Scalvel 


discussions heard on “Open Mind” | 


quency for about 20% less than the | 


| Also on the Gotham front, 
| WRCA-TV observed that it had a 


lage tagged “Science Fiction The- 
atre” a couple of years ago in 
| prime time, and is now shopping 
or a similar 





been around the NBC-TV channels 
for a considerable period as a Sat- 
urday morning magnet. Currenily 
j|the “Ruff and Reddy” show on 
Saturday mornings at 1030 is pre- 
| senting a cartoon about space men 
| quaintly slugged “The Mekko Men 
|of Muni Mula.” 

| vet science-fiction writer, is pen- 
ining a tv series, “Report from 
|Space” for Bryna Productions 
| which MCA will agent. Space 
| pioneers will be subject of Brad- 
| bury’s half-hour tv-film series. 

It is quite evident from this and 

| others astral straws in outer space 
}according to seme _ broadcasters 
that American viewers will soon 
| see a gala of supernatural shows 
| displacing westerns at a highly ac- 
| celerated pace. They'll be tripping 
| the light-year “fantastic” over the 
video lanes in epidemic fashion, 
according to the savants of super- 
| natural literature. 


| 


| Maureen-Bellamy ‘Swiss’? | 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Maureen O'Hara and Ralph Bel- 
lamy are being paged by N.Y. pro- 
ducer David Susskind to star in 
“Swiss Family Robinson,” 
| DuPont “Show of Month” 
on CBS-TV next fall . 

Miss O’Hara won't give Susskind 
an answer until she receives the 
script. 


entry 


‘ropelitan B’casting 
| la 5-Fold Earnings Rise 
Over First Half of 1957 


Metropolitan (ex-DuMont) 
Broadcasting Corp. earnings have 


jumped ahead almost five times 
what they were a year ago. Re- 
porting the first half of 1958, 


Metropolitan told stockholders that 
corporate earnings were $306,194 
or 20c a share, against $65,254 or 
4c a share for the like 1957 period. 
Cash earnings were $1,070,049, 
or 69c a share for the first 26 
weeks of ‘58. First six months last 
year showed cash earnings of 
| $342,680, or 22c. These figures re- 
flect earnings before depreciation 
| and amortization. And because of 
the tax loss carry forward, Metro- 
| politan doesn’t have to provide 
Federal income taxes. 
Metropolitan, a corperaie spokes- 
| man explained, probably won't de- 
;clare a dividend payment for an- 
| other two to three years, when it’s 


anticipated that the remainder of | 


|a $3,000,000-odd bank 
have been paid off. 


NY. 701. A. AND LA. 
TO NY.OK FOR 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Character of the television and 
| film business has become such that 
|in the past six months, clients of 
the Frank Cooper agency have 
made 250 short-stay trips to the 
Coast from N.Y. and vice versa, 
while 67 Gotham-based clients 
have moved permanently to the 
Coast. 

Traffie is such that the Cooper 
agency set up a special services 
department to handle transporta- 
tion and housing for its stable, 
and brought in Marjorie Berkson 
from American Airlines to handle 
it. 


John Bricker Quits K&E 


loan will 








Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

John Bricker is resigning as vee- 
pee in charge of the Coast opera- 
tion for Kenyon & Eckhardt to be- 
come executive veepee of Outdoor 
Advertising Inc. He transferred 
here five months ago from the 
agency's N. Y. office. 

Bricker’s successor will be Wil- 
liam King Jr., veepee and a diret- 
tor of K & E and supervisor on the 
National Biscuit account. He has 
been with the agency seven years. 
| Bricker reports to Outdoor Sept. 15. 





type of program. | 
|“Tom Corbett Space Cadet” has’ 


Ray Bradbury, | 


to be a} 


On Coast; Wm. King In 


lsent “The Human Brain” and “Tak- 
jing the Pulse of a Volcano” on 


Additionally, CBS Films has Rod fine time presenting the Ziv pack-|nNoy g and “Cancer” and “The 


Ocean Waves” on Dec. 14. This is 
{Monsanto Chemical’s second sea- 
lson as sponsor of “Conquest.” 
“The Human Brain” will deal 
with a brain operation filmed as it 
takes place at the National Insti- 
tute of Health, and as part of the 
| story, the film will show how basic 
researchers cooperate with the 
surgeons and map the human brain 
'while the operation is in progress. 
i/The volcano story will tell how 


| scientists work on the edge of the 
|Kilauea Volcano “in Hawaii. 





‘Hero’s Welcome’ Fer 
KOMO-TV’s Twosome 
In Return From Soviet 


Seattle, Aug. 5. 

Keith Jackson, sports editor, 
and Howard Ramaley, cameraman 
of KOMO-TV here, 
|covering regattas in Henley, Eng- 
\land and Moscow, in which the U 
lof Washington crew rowed, are 
finding themselves on the other 
side in news and interview rou- 
tines, with news and feature stor- 
ies on their trip and their obser- 
vations carried by the local press, 
| on radio and tv. 

Sports editors George Meye's of 
the Times and Royal 
|p. I., also on the junket, are like- 





wise getting the news and inter-| 


view treatment 

The story book climax of the 
| Washington crew's efforts — their 
wav-out win over five Russ an 
| crews in Moscow, including the 
Trud crew of Leningrad, which de- 
feated the Huskies at Henley—has 


made city avid for all data on the 
races, particularly in Moscow, add- 
ing to usual interest felt here in di- 


rect reports on life in the Russ an 
metropolis. 

Added interest given the 
newsmen’s stories through the ar- 
rest and incarceration (for 45 
minutes) of Ramaley and Meyers. 
when they were grabbed photo- 
graphing street scenes a few 
blocks from their hotel. The has- 
sle was easily fixed, but the two 
told Vartery they were apprehen- 
sive during that time in the pre- 
cinct jail, because their plane was 
'due to leave a few hours later. 
Ramaley said he would have 
| liked to see some Russian radio and 
television station’s but that they 
were all guarded closely, with 


is 


heavily armed guards around them, | 


intimidating the curious. He 
brought back all the film he shot 
|and had it processed here, as it is 
now against regulations to send 
jany film’ out of Russia. 

All of the four Seattleites said 
| virtually everyone they met was 
|friendly; that their ubiquitous in- 
terpreters were sharp, spoke good 
| English and were interested in 
| everything American. 


| 
WNTA’S TWO-HOURS 
RADIO NEWS FORMAT 


Unique block programming cou- 
|cept for radio news will be started 
by WNTA, Newark, in the middle 
of August. It won't be, as other 
stations have tried, a repeat of the 
;Same newscast several times over 
jin succession, but the audio outlet 
is mapping out its entire 7-to-9 
a.m. daily sked for a group of dif- 
ferent news and quasi-news segs. 

Program is replacing Herb Shel- 
don, who is going on a brief vaca- 
tion and then.returning to a 60- 
minute afternoon anchorage. 

New format will be brokcn into 
four half-hour segs, one of which 
{will be “straight news, another 
sports, occasional sumups from na- 
tional news mags, highlights from 
newspaper columns and _inter- 
spersed will be weather and traffic 
reports. WNTA is working on a 
deal to carry BBC foreign reports 
as part of its néWs lineup. 

Station is scouting now for two 
regulars to handle the daily assign- 
ment, 

Sheldon had three months in the 
7-9 period, 








back from | 


Brougham, | 


Schenectady, Aug. 5. 

Denial by WRGB-TV of paid 
time for a broadcast in connection 
with the Democratic primary elec- 
tion for representative from the 
32nd Congressional District—in 
which he is running against Sche- 
nectady County Clerk Carroll A. 
|Gardner—led Mayor Samuel §S. 
| Stratton 10 days ago to file pro- 
|tests with the FCC and with the 
|chairmen of Senate and House com- 
|miitees on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. 

The Schenectady County Demo- 
cratic organization is backing Gard- 
ner in the primary for nomination 
to the post which Republican Rep- 
resentative Bernard W. Kearney, of 
Gloversville, is vacating. Stratton, 
who used radio as one of the 
springboards to political attention 
—first as a commentator via 
|WPTR, Albany, and later, over 
| WSNY, Schenectady—at one time 
did a weekly sponsored commene 
} tary on WRGB. He also served as 
/a commentator and newscaster 
; over WROW and WTEN-TV, Al- 
bany, being a member of the sister 
stations’ staff—even after his elec- 
tion as Mayor. Stratton, former 
member of the faculty at Union 
College, said his request to buy 15 
minutes of air time the night be- 
fore the August 12 primary was re- 
jected July 25. The General 
Electric-owned station “gave 
the flimsy excuse that there are 
too many primary contests in their 
area” and that “if they sell time 
to one, they will have to give cov- 








erage for all,” the controversial 
Mayor stated. 
Te added that “In all of the 


Congressional districts WRGB cov- 
ers—about four—there are only 
two primary contests of which I 
know. Therefore, it is manifest- 
ly absurd to maintain there are 
|}too many contests to give covere 
age.” 

Accordingly, Siratton protested 
to FCC Chairman John C. Doerfer, 
to Senator Warren G. Magnuson 
and to Representat ve Oren Harris, 
en the ground WRGB’s decision 
wes “arbitrary, in violation of the 
|law, and operates to impair and 
infringe the rights of the people 
to be informed.” 

A WRGB spokesman confirmed 
that the station had declined to sell 
Stration time on the ground that 
if given time to that primary con- 
tesi, it would have to give time to 
others. 


WRGB has on occasion been 
criticized for scheduling too many 
, fall broadcasts by candidates for 
public office in the territory it 
— a policy of fairness te 
all. 





National Theatres In 
| Flock of K-C. Shifts 
| With WDAF Takeover 


| Kansas City, Aug. 5. 
;. A number of staff shifts are tak- 
ing place at WDAF-WDAF-TV, 
which was recently acquired by 
National Theatres from the Kansas 
|City Siar. Jay Barrington, formerly 
program director for te!evision, 
has been made assistant to the gen- 
eral manager, William Bates, 

Judd Wood, formerly program 
|director for radio, becomes direc- 
'tor of promotion and _ research. 
| Lynd: ll Mayberry comes over from 
Fox Midwest Theatres (a division 
of National Theatres here) to be- 
come controller. Barrington, Wood 
jand Mayberry are taking over 
|newly-ceated positions. 

New program director for televi- 

sion is Robert Wormington, for- 
merly television production mane 
|aser. He’s succeeded by his brother 
William Wormington, who formerly 
was a television director. James 
‘Schmidt is chief engineer. 

New program director for radio 
fis George Moore, new to the or- 
|ganization and coming up from 
KTHS, Little Reck, Ark. Martha 
Spalding becomes office manager, 
also a new position. She formerly 
|was woman's director and secretary 
to Dean Fitzer, retired general 
| manager, 

A new rate card is being readied, 
ation execs indicated. Walt Bo- 





st 


dine, who. was made director of 
|news and special events a few 
weeks ago, continues in that ca- 
pacity, 


{ 
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RE: "THE WALTER WINCHELL FILE" 


with marginal comments by W.W. himself! 





i YANKEE NETWORK DIVISION = oa Network 
RKO TELERADIO PICTURES, INC. | Wnac.rM 





21 BROOKLINE AVENUE, BOSTON 18, MASSACHUSZTTS + COmmenwente €-0800 


June 19, 1958 


NORMAN KNIGHT 
Preadent 


Mr. Walter Winchell 
New York Mirror 
235 East 45th Street 
New York, N. Y, 


Dear Walter: 
We are delighted to place our order with NTA for the Desilu series of 


thirty-nine films featuring yoy jn the ''Walter Winchell File" and ar 
particularly happy to be heCGiret television station in the countryfto 


purchase the program on a syndicated basis. 








Frankly, the program's exposure in the Boston market was so limited 
that we consider it to be a first-run vehicle. 


Only one word properly describes your program..... 
It is gripping, realistic and wholly believable, It has production 


qualities that\you would expect from Desilu mparable to those found 
in the "Lucy" series. The Desilu production geniu 44_now fully 
documented, bridging the gap from the magnificent com f "I Love 
Lucy" to the electrifying drama of the "Walter Winchell File. 














It is important, Walter, that station operators in TV make available 
to their audiences these programs which seek and su ¥ ind 
s for and producti andjwe would not dream o 
starting our fall schedule in ) j j y 
ithout question fit is the best half-hour television series that I have 


screened in a long time 


Furthermore, the "Walter Winchell File" will be scheduled in an early 
evening period so that all members of the family, including children, 

can watch it, It is an all-too rare combination of exciting and educational 
entertainment. Our entire promotional and publicity resources will be 
fully utilized to insure a large audience for your great program. 




















5 witho he 'Wa2 ¥ Ine h 








With all good wishes 





Sincerely yours, 


fon 














NTA National Telefilm 


Coliseum’ Tower, 10 Columbus edie, Associates, Inc., 


New York, N. See 


JUdson 2-7300 
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VARTETY -TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART. 


over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. The Variety chart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live programs, tn each 


VARIETY’s weekly chart is based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Tele- 
pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S markets, covered 























market. Under the top 10 multi-weckly heading, the (+) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 

NE EW YORK Stations: WABC, WABD, WCBS, WNTA, WOR, WPIX, WRCA. TV Homes: 4,150,400. Survey Dates: June 26-July 3, 1958, 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. | TOP “TW ENTY SY NDIC ATED SHOWS AV. AV. | TOP COMPETITION AV. 

RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.) RK. PROGRAM—DA Y—TIME STA. DISTRB. RTG. SH. | PROGRAM STA. RG. 
* Ed Sullivan (Su (Sun. 8:00-9:00) ........ WCBS 37. 8 1. ‘Sea Hunt (Sat. 10: 30) . .. WCHS.... Ziv 29.8 61 | Joseph CORE Riis ons WRCA 9.4 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) ..... WCBS 36.6) 2. Highway Patrol (Mon. 7:00) .:...... WRCA.... Ziv 13.7 38| | 7 O'Clock Report ...... WCBS 108 
3. Playhouse 90 (Thufs. 9:30-11:00) WCBS 36.1 tis 8.) Sey eee WCBS 11.5 
4. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) WCBS 30.6 | 3. Mike Hammer (Tues. 10:30) ee WRCA.... MCA ; 12.8 28 | Our Miss Brooks ....... WCBS 11.3 
5. Climax (Thurs. 8:30-9:30) WCBS 29.2; 4. State Trooper (Wed. 10:30) ......... WRCA....MCA 11.8 23; U. S. Stee] Hour........ WCBS 19.1 
6. What’s My Lime (Sun. 10;30-11:00) WCBS 28.3; 5. Honeymooners (Tues. 7:00) WRCA.... CBS 11.7 35 {7 O’Clock Report ...... WCBS 10.5 
7. VPather Krows Best (Wed. 8:30-9:00) WCRA 26.1 | we Pe 9. Seer WCBS 11.3 
8. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun, 9:30-10:00)...WCBS 25.2| 6. Death Valley Days (Wed. 7:00) WRCA.... U. S. Borax 11.4 33 | {7 O’C'ock Report ...... WCBS 10.3 
9. = = Crosby (Sat. 8:00-9:00) . WRCA 24.2 Dr OUR . 5 +0 002 i's WCBS 10.8 
10. . Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30) .. WCBS 23.7; 7. Our Miss Brooks (Tues. 10:30) .WCBS.... CBS 113 24|Mike Hammer .......... WRCA 12.8 
- te —| 8 Don Ameche Play of Week (Sat. 7).. WCBS.... CBS 8.7 30 | Children’s Hour. jane WABD 4.2 
TOP TEN MULTI WEEFKL Y “SHOWS AV.| 9. Our Miss Brooks (Fri. 9:30 a.m.) .WCBS CBS 6.5 47) Sandy Becker Show.....W ABD 4.0 

RK PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.| 19. Medic (Wed. 10:00) WABD CNP 6.3 11 | U. S. Steel Hour WCBS 19.3 
o MePENe . : 10. Silent Service (Fri. 7:00) WRCA NBC 6.3 21! | 7 O'Clock Report WCBS 12.8 
1. +News, Wea., Sports (M-F 11-11:15). WCBS 21.8 | | CBS News wees i38 
9. +News & Wea. (M-F 11:00-11:15) WRCA 12.55/11. My Little Marsie (M-Th 9:30 am.)..WCBS.... Official 6.2 45; Sandy Becker Show ....WABD 4.0 
3 *CBS News (M-F 7:15-7:30) .. WCBS 11.4,12. Boots and Saddles (Thurs. 7:00) WRCA.... NBC 5.9 19 | | 7 O'Clock Report .. WCBS 10.5 
4. 47 O’C!nck Report (M-F 7:00-7:15) . WCBS 11.0 CBS News --WCBS 11.5 
5. *Pri ce Is Right (M-F 11-11:30 am.).. WRCA 99/113. Susie (Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.) ..WCBS.....TPA 5.8 39 | Sandy Becker Show ....WABD 4.1 
6. *Late Show (M-F 11:15-Signoff) WCBS 8.9| 14. Our Miss Brooks (M.-Th. 8:30 a.m.)..WCBS.... CBS 5.7 39 | Sandy Becker Show.....WABD 3.7 
7. *Treasure Hunt (M-F 10:30-11 a.m.) WRCA 7.9|15. 26 Men (Tues. 10:30) WABC ABC 5.4 12 | Mike Hammer : WRCA 12.8 
8. “Jock Paer Show (M-F 11:15-Signoff) WRCA 7.1; 16. Wooney Tunes (Mon.-Sat. 6:30) WAPD.... Guild 5.3 22 Farly Show .. WCBS 6.1 
8. “Vickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) . WABC 7.1\16. Whirlybirds (Thurs. 7:30) WPIX.... CBS $3 13 | Tic Tae Nough -.- WRCA 13.1 
9. *Amer. Bandstand (M-F 3-3:30, 45) WABC 6.4'17. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 6:00) WPIX AAP 5.0 22 { Micke Mouse Club ....WABC 7.1 
8. *As the World Turns (M-F 1:30-2:00) WCBS 6.4 / Early Show ~ WCBS 5.9 
9. *Dourh Re Mi (M-F 10-10:30 a.m.) WRCA 6.4' 18. Amos ’n’ Andy (Mon.-Fri. 6:30) WPIX CBS 49 22 Farly Show . WCBS 6.2 
9. *Guiding Light (M-F 12:45-1:00) WCBS 6.4'18. Harbor Command (Mon. 9:00) WOR Ziv 49 9 Dannv Thomas WCBS 22.3 





OKLAHOMA CITY 





Stations: KOCO, KWTV, WKY. TV Homes: 


53; Your Hit Parade 


121,000. Survey Dates: June 2-9, 1958. 


























TOP ‘TEN. NETWORK ‘SHOWS fa 1, - Silent ‘Service ( (Sat. 9:30) : “KW TV NBC 29.5 16.5 
eae tees ——_—_— 2. Decoy (Fri. 9:00) ......_ ....eeee. KWTV Official 272 46|/M Squad ..........000.. WKY 19.5 
y Gunsmoke (sat 9:00-9:30) KWTV 45.2! 3 Highway Patrol (Thurs. 8:30) ...... KWTV.... Ziv 255  40\Ernie Ford _.......... WKY 243 
2. un Travel (Sat. 8:30-9) _KWTV 35.3 | 3 srt A Rok ae cWTV 
3. Playhouse of Stars (Fri. 8:30-9:00).. KWTV 94.4| 3. 26 Men (Wed. 9:30) ..........ee0e. Ww KY . ABC 25.5 44/ U. S. Steel Hour....... K VTV 21.2 
4. Tales of Wells Fargo ‘Mon. 7:30-8)..WKY 31.0| 4. Whirlybirds (Tues. 9:30) .......... KWTV CBS 24.2 SR) Gen FE. ws. sscacces WKY 22.7 
5. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30-9:00) . KWTV 29.9] 5. State Trooper (Thurs. 9:00) ....... WKY MCA ie jt re KWTV 245 
6. Perry Come (Sat. 7:00-8:00) .. WKY 29.6/ ¢§ Sea Hunt (Tues. 9:30) WKY Ziv 22 36 Whirlybirds ..KWTV 242 
7. $64,000 Question (Tues. 9:00- 9:30) . KWTV 29.5 7 de i Pagh Fang acta ie 99 Q re a sag 
7. What’s My Line (Sun. 9:30-10:00) ... KWTV 295; 7. Medic ‘Thurs. 9:30) KWTV CNP 22.2 39 | Music Bingo .........0- WKY 22.5 
8. Person to Person (Fri. 9:30-10:00) . KWTV 28.7; 8. Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 6:30) WKY NTA 21.2 eer er KWTV 18.2 
9. Loretta me (Sun. 9:00-9:30) WKY 28.5/ 9, Harbor Command (Sun. 9:30) WKY Ziv 20.2 34| What’s My Line........ KWTV 29.5 
- ——- | 19. Susie (Sat. 6:00) WKY TPA 19.5 431 Annie Oakley ......... KWTV 19.2 
‘TOP TEN MULTI- WEEKLY SHOWS | 11. Annie Oakley (Sat. 6:00) KWTV CBS 19.2 th eee ree WKY 19.5 
on cana at ————— | ae ny) oWTV Ziv 8.2 2 | Sheri ‘ochise......WKY 21.2 
1. +News (M-F 10:00-10:15) al na agdl <j 3h ng ae sani ti > : = rege —— bin :> aa 
2. +Wea., Sports (M-F 10:15-10:30)..... WKY —.21.6| 13. Gray Ghost (Sun. 5:3 wRY..-.. ae a rpullbviaaad > oe 
3. +News (M-F 10:00-10:15) ee i we 20.4|14. Science Fiction Thea. (W-F 6:00) KWTV Ziv 144 29 | § oo WKY 19.4 
4. +News (M-F 6:00-6:15) a's 19.7 } News, Weather WKY 19.2 
. — — aw és voted 15)... ak Sad ei 5. Casey Jones (Sun. 5:00) WKY Screen Gems 13.9 37 So You Want to Be Gov. KWTY 12.5 
- +News, Wea. ( 5-6:30) . WKY 9.5 45. Cisco Kid (Sun. 3:00) CWTV.... Ziv 3.9 1| Wide Wide Worl /KY 3.6 
6. #Capt. KOCO’s Club (M-F 6-6:30) KOCO 150 5. Cisco Kid : eee. Ga hace oewed K vTV am . 1 41 Wide Wide orld WKY 13 9 
7. Science Fiction Thea. (W-F 6-6:30) KWTV 144|15. Sky King (Sat. 11 Oe WEY ni cece WKY . Nabisco 13.9 65; Lone Ranger ......... KWTV 7.5 
8. +Satellite Four (M-F 5:00-5:45) WKY 142/16. Studio 57 (Fri. 10:30 KWTV MCA 12.9 * 38 Jack Paar WKY 12.5 
9. +*+Newsroom (M-F 12 noon-12:15) WKY 13.7'17. ¥ Led Three Lives (Sun. 2:30) KWTV Ziv 12.0 48 Candid Opinions WKY 8.0 
cil A RLO TT E, N, ¢, Stations: WBTVY, WSOC. TV Homes: 62,400. Survey Dates: June 2-9, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS } 1. Amos ’ Andy Thurs. 8:00) WBTV CBS 37.3 55; Groucho Marx .......... WSOC 30.8 
> See ‘ aa aga 2. Sea cent Wed. 8:00) WBTV Ziv 36.3 59) Disneyland ......ccecec. WwSsoc 25.3 
1. I've Got a Seeret (Wed. 9:30-10:00) -- WBTV 47.8) 3, Dr. Hudson's Secret Jour. (Th. 7:30). WBTV.... MCA 348  57\Circus Boy ........... WSOC 258 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) .. WBTV 45.8 , 4 Prt en reer . =i ; ven 
3. Climax (Thurs. 8:30-0:30) .....|. WBTV 455 3. Sheriff of Cochise ‘Tues. 8:30) . WBTY . NTA 34.8 55! Investigator .......-cee. Wwsoc 28.8 
4. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 8:00-9:00) ........WBTV 43.9| 4. Harbor Command (Sat. 7:00) Weev.c«. av 33.8 oh Kant. EOE ee Wwsoc 18.8 
5. Red A nsiny — 9:30-10:00) .WBTV 43.8; 5. Last of the Mohicans (Thurs. 7:00)... WBTV . TPA 29.8 57| State Trooper ......... Wwsoc 22.8 
6. Playhouse 90 (Thurs, 9:30-11:00) WBTV 43.3 : S: 0:3¢ Ww 7 MC! q 60 Billy Grahar 1S 
7. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9) . WSOC 42.8 | 6. Mike Hammer ‘ at. 1 fora iceaaun [BTV MCA 28.3 60 Billy Gr eer wsoc 18.5 
". G. E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30) WBTV 42.8| 7. Silent Service (Fri. 10:30) .......... WBTV NBC 25.8 ie 8 por ee wsoc 20.8 
8. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) WBTV 42.3; 8. Union Pacific (Fri. 8:30) .......... WSOC CNP 25.3 39 | Zane Grey Theatre...... WBTV 38.8 
9. Millionaire (Wed. 9:00-9:30) WBTV 40.3' 9. Sky King (Tues. 6:00) ........... WBTV Nabisco 23.3 De PP snc seameeows WwSoc 18.3 
= an 1 ae a5. eed 1 10, tate Trooper (Thurs. 7:00 Wwsoc . MCA 22.8 43 Last ef the Mohicans....WBTV 298 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS | 11. Gray Ghost (Wed. 7:00 wsoc CBS 213 39) Father Knows Best......WBTV 33.8 
~ 4 ecm + — |}12. Hopalong Cassidy (Sat. 8:30 a.m.) WBTV NBC 21.0 74| | Roy Rogers ........... Wwsoc 7.8 
"4 Wea., Sports (M-F 6:45-7:00) WBTV 27.8 | Adventure Serial ...... Wwsoc 7.3 
2. tEsso Reporter (M-F 6:30-6:45) WBTV 27.3,13. Mama (Tues. 10:30) WBTV CBS 20.8 O21 | Martin Kane .....0c Wwsoc 19.8 
3. +Boston Blackie (M, Th., 6:00-6:30)..WBTV 21.0 Ti i. ( ari 7 r sais 5 7 ; 
4. +My Little Margie (M-F 5-00-5-30) WBTV 205! 14. My Little Margie (Mon.-Fri. 5:00) WBTV Official 20.5 ih, ¢ 2. eee ree Wwsoc 10.5 
5. +Little Raseals (M-F 5:30-6:15) .. WBTV 20.3 | 15. Little Rascals ‘Mon.-Fri. 5:30) WBTV.... Interstate 20.3 SP Le...s: oeeeeneders Wwsoc 20.0 
6. *Edge pp hey (M-F 4:30-5:00)... Pou bai dd wd 16. Martin Kane (Tues. 10:30) WSOC.....Ziv 19.8 gt ee Se ° WBTV 20.8 
7. *Secret Storm (M-F 4:15-4:30) ..... (BT 6! 17, Boston Blackie (Mon., Th., Sat. 6:00) WBTV Ziv 189 50) Sugarf ..WS 
8. ‘Brighter Day (M-F 4:00-4:15) |." WBTV 184|43° poneve (Mon.Fri. Sun. 6:00) cae aa GS by ee RT a be alll ag 
9. +Popeye (M-F 6:00-6:30) “wsoc 176| 18- Popeye (Mon.-Fri., Sun. s A: j Boston Blackie aes cite WBTV 26.5 
10. iWea., Late News (M-F 11-11:15)| WBTV 175 Se ENG oie WaT. 378 
18. 26 Men (Sat. 7:00) WSOC - ABC 18.8 36! Harbor Command ..WBTV 33.8 
BA’ TON ROUGE Stations: WAFB, WBRZ. “TV Homes: 52,500. Survey Dates: June 1-28, 1958, 
TOP TEN NETWORK sows | 1. State Trooper (Tues. 8:30) ........ WBRZ.....MCA 42.3 64. on. ME eT OeEe ee re WAFB 23.8 
- Aerie 5 Fe —— a | Oy CRON, CAND «osc cee eves WBRZ . CBS : r 
slate oe MeGraw (Te. 8: a so wanz Py ite _ a BR Cc 39.3 65 | Burns and a re Fe WAFB 21.3 
2. Investigator (Tues. 7:00-8:00) WBRZ 425 3. 26 Men (Sun. 8:3 cutest see eeeees WAFB.... ABC 34.8 55| Dinah Shore ....... Pe 28.8 
3. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 7:30-8) _WBRZ 42.0 | 4. Harbor Command (Sat. 8:00) ...... WAFB Ziv 33.0 53/ Pat Boone ........ veee. WBRZ 28.8 
4. Sugarfoot (Tues. 9:00-10:00) WBRZ 39.5| 5. Casey Jones (Thurs. 7:00) ......... WAFB . Screen Géms 30.8 49 | Groucho Marx .......... WBRZ 31.5 
4. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) WFAB 39.5; “6. Men of Annapolis (Fri. 7:30).. ... WAFB...—Ziv 0.: i iley 
5. Loretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30) a le eo wee me oe cere hie ahaa er SO ae Selatan wee 
6. Playhouse of Stars (Fri. 8:30-9:00) . WAFB NS ene a eee gee phrase Mens 2 _ : j4ANCUP ..... sees eooee WAFB 32:3 
7. Phil Silvers (Fri. 8:00-8:30) WAFB = 38.3} 8. Silent Service (Wed. 9:15) ......... WBRZ.... NBC 28.3  54/Circle Theatre ......... WAFB~ 243 
7. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9) WAFB 38.3) 9. Union Pacific (Tues. 6:30) ......... WBRZ.... CNP 27.3 55|Name That Tune....... WAFB 223 
8. Tales of Texas Rangers (Wed.7:30-8) WBRZ 37.3 19, Frontier Doctor (Thurs. 6:30) ..... WBRZ.... HTS 26.3  57| Boots and Saddles....... WAFB 198 
Pence sabi talents —}|1]l. Sea Hunt (Wed. 9:45) ............ WBRZ Ziv 26.0 55| {Circle Theatre ........ WAFB 23.0 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS | | Richard Diamond ..... WAFB 20.0 
"a ae ear —|12. Susie (Tues., Fri. 10:30) .......... WBRZ.... TPA 24.0 68 | Million $ Premiere...... WAFB 11.5 
Ne ME 6:15-6:30) Wong «33.8113. Medic (Tues. 6:30) _............ WAFB.... CNP 23.8  36|State Trooper .......... WBRZ 42.3 
> +News (MF 6:00-6:15) ° W AFB 184 14. Martin Kane (Sun. 9:30 WAFB Ziv 21.8 38; Bob Cummings ........ WBRZ 35.0 
3. +World of Sports (M-F 6:15-6:30) WAFB 18.4|15. Boots and Saddles (Thurs. 6:30).. WAFB NBC 19.8 43| Frontier Doctor ........ WBRZ 26.3 
4. “Amer. gg Ae eee aoe 17.3 15. Bugs Bunny (Sat 7:00) WAFB AAP 19.8 37| Bob Crosby ........... WBRZ 33.3 
5. {rretng Fort » 4 - ee baa hs : 16. Patti Page (Thurs. 10:15) . WBRZ Screen Gems 19.5 53} Million $ Premiere...... WAFB 17.0 
7. +Million $ Premiere (M-F 10-11:30) WAFB 1°9 17. Highway Patrol (Mon ™ 30) WAFB Ziv 19.3 32} Tales of Wells Fargo ...WBRZ 42.0 
8. +Cartoon Theatre (M-F 5:30-6:00) WAFB 12.7 Es. Jose eh Cotton (Sat. 9:30) WBRZ MCA 19.3 35] Zane Grey Theatre......WAFB 36.3 
9. *Price Is Right (M-F 10-10:30 am.) WBRZ 12.6'17. Sheriff of Cochise (Tues. 9:30) WAFB NTA 19.3 ee WBRZ 38.8 


(Continued on page 36) 
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36 TV-FILMS VARIETY Wednesday, August 6, 1958 








Y x VaRIETY’s weekly chart is based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Tele- 
VARIETY: TELEPULSE CITY- B Y-CITY PROGRAM CHART. pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S. markets, covered 


over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. The Variety cnart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live programs, in each 


market. Under the top 10 multi-weekly heading, the (+) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 








(Continued from page 34) 


HOUSTON- GALVESTON Stations: KGUL, KPRC, KTRK. TV Homes: 351,700. Survey Dates: June 2-9, 1958, 








TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV.! TOP COMPETITION 

















AV. 

RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG. RK. PROG ‘RAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH. PROGRAM STA. RTG, 
L Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) KGUL 36.6; 1. ‘iow Patrol (Tues, \9:30)........ KGUL.... Ziv 26.9 44) Silent Service .......... KPRC 19.4 

Sy sata er cag: age 9 9:00-9:30).. .KGUL = 2. Gray Ghost (Thurs. 7:30) akuoiaue KPRC. ....CBS 21.2 33 | Climax er ae socnceee Se 828 

4. What's My Line (Sun. 9:30-10:00)....KGUL 326 > Men of Annapolis Core WD. cs cecan i, ee Ziv 21.2 39 U.S. Steel Hour ....... KGUL 23.7 

5. Perry Como (Sat. 7:00-8:00) .. KPRC 30.3| 3. State Trooper (Tues. 8:30)....... Pe) ee fe 20.6 Si ed CIE oi i eacecet KGUL 24.8 

5. $64,000 Question (Tues. 9:00-9:30) .. KGUL 30.3} 4, Silent Service (Tues. 9:30)......... KPRC.....NBC 19.4 32/| Highway Patrol ........ KGUL 26.9 

$ Ea) Seltivan (Sun. 7:00-8:00). 5) ROME ang| & Soldiers of Fortune (Fri. 6:30)...... KGUL.... MCA 17.9  35/Truth-Consequences ..... KPRC 17.6 

8 Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 8:30-9:00)....KGUL  28.7| & My Little Margie (Mon.-Fri. 6:00)....KGUL.... Official 17.4 41) { World; Today-Sports ..KPRC 15.6 

9. Restless Gun (Mon. 7:09-7:30) .KPRC 278 || Newsreel, Weather .... KPRC =—:15.8 

oa nies D>.*- es are 7. Geeey Creare. T6G0)... ... ccccccvess KGUL.... .Official 17.1 BEANS skies Waes's ssn KPRC 14.9 
8. Studio 57 (Tues. 10:00)............. KGUL.... MCA 16.7 OO re KPRC 12.5 

RK. pmo tO, TEN, NETWORK waa STA. AY. } 9. Harber Command (Sun. 9:30)........ KPRC.....Ziv 16.4 a What’s My Line ......... KGUL 32.6 
a ell eo 10. Sea Hunt (Mon. 9:30)............... KTRK.... Ziv 15.8 rod Studio One argue KGUL 22.4 
1. +My Little Margie (M-F 6:00-6:30) KGUL 17.4 4|10. Union Padcine (Fri. 7:38). .......08. RTeak.... CP 15.8 Zane Grey Theatre .... KGUL 24.8 

2. ‘*Newsree!, Wea, (M-F 6:15-6:30) ... KPRC 15.8/11. Mike Hammer (Thurs. 8:30)........ KTRK.... MCA 15.5 = Playhouse 90 .......... KGUL 26.4 

3. {Today In Sports (M-F 6:00-6:15) KPRC 15.6/12,. Martin Kane (Mon, 10:00). ........ RPOC...:0< Ziv 15.3 95| Award Theatre .......,. KGUL 17.4 

6 Ne ee eee aaa «13-088. -Pablle Defender (Wed. 10:00)...... KPRC.... .Interstate 13.8 35 Award Theatre ........ KGUL 173 

6. *Price Is R’ght.(M-F 10-10-30 a.m.). KPRC 11.9|14. Whirlybirds (Sat. 6:00)............ KPRC.....CBS 13.7 37| Three Musketeers ..... KGUL 12.5 

7. *Queen For A Day (M-F 3:00-3:45) . KPRC 11.6/15. Casey Jones (Sun. 4:30).............KPRC.....Screen Gems 13.1 44| Academy Theatre ...... KGUL 9.0 

S. jNews, Wea. (MF 10:00-10:15) |. KIRK 11.3116. Badge 714 (Tues. 10:00) ...........KPRC.....NBC 125  31/| Studio 57 .............. KGUL 167 

ab. SeenEnk ts Heme CR ARTO MAL, © Sing | Se. Tvee Mecheteers (Sat. 6:00)....... KGUL.... ABC 125  34|Whirlybirds ........... KPRC 13.7 
17. Grand Ole Opry (Sat. 6:00) .. KTRK Flamingo 10.7 29 | Whirlybirds Prrrre.  « .* 13.7 





FORT WORTH Stations: KFUZ, KRLD, WBAP, WFAA. TV Homes: 155,300. Survey Dates: June 2-9, 1958. 








Death Valley Days (Sat. 9: 30) pateamtia KRLD. vU. Ss. Borax 30.8 47 Nightmare st . KFIJZ 





"TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 






































1. 15.3 
2. State Trooper (Tues. 9:30).......... WBAP.. cos MCA 21.8 41 Command Performance KFJZ 14.0 
‘ Gunsmoke | v (ee REED = - 38.8 | 3 Big Story (Wed. 9:30).............. WBAP.... Official 198 33 Command Performance. KFJZ 168 
3. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30).......WBAP | 328| * Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 6:30)...,....... KFIZ.....4 AAP 17.2 32) Wagon Train .......... WBAP 318 
4. Perry Como (Sat. 7:00-8:00) ........ WBAP * 29.3! 5. Soldier of Fortune (Mon.-Fri. 6:00). .KFJZ..... MCA 16.8 44 Teenage Downbeat ... WBAP 10.4 
4. Ernie Ford (Thurs. 8:30-9:00)....... WBAP~ ,29.3! 6, Popeye (Sat., Sun, 6:00) .......... 2) AAP 16.3 31| Maverick .............. WFAA 23.3 
> Penta. (hack Gate eT 21.5 | 1. Star Performance (Mon. 9:00).......KFJZ..... Official 15.8  24|Suspicion ............. WBAP 223 
1. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 7:30-8: 00) WBAP 27.3| 8. Roy Rogers (Sun. 3:30) a eee KFJZ..... MCA 15.5 35 Wide Wide World eeees WBAP 183 
7. Dinah Shore A ya 8: a 00) 5: RED 27.3; 9. Highway Patrol (Fri. 9:30).......... WFAA.... Ziv 14.3 23 Thin Man ongtube<e WBAP 16.8 
8. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9). KRL 26.3/10. Sky King (Sat. 10:30 a.m.)......... KRLD.... Nabisco 13.3  43)Andy’s Gang .......... WBAP 153 
8. Bob Cummings (Tues. 8:30-9:00)....WBAP 263/44, Harbor Command (Sat. 10:00)...... KRLD.... Ziv 13.0 23 {Texas News ......... WBAP 275 
ee MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS |News Final ...........WBAP 245 
Ce eee a | 12.~ Amos and Andy (Sat. 3:00)......... KFJZ.....CBS 128 30 Cartoons ..ee. KRID 133 
1. #Texas News (M-F 10:00-10:15)...... WBAP 24.4 12. DBeeoy (Wed. 8:30)............ .+++ KFJZ..... Official 12.8 19 I've Got A Secret ieee KRLD 21.8 
. — rs Ly 8s 3 — ~ ene Ls 74 13. Sea Hunt (Tues. 9:30).....,.....4.. KRLD.... Ziv 12.3 23 | State Trooper ......... WBAP 218 
/ opeye (M-F 6:30-7:00)............ 3 | , me - : 
4. +Soldiers of Fortune (M-F 6:00-6:30) KFJZ 168 114. Annie Oakley (Sat. 6:00)............ WFAA.... CBS 11.8 25 Popeye rt Ee ee WJZ 148 
5. +Command Performance 14. Bugs Bunny (Sun. 7:00) ............ KFJZ..... AAP 11.8 Se 3.6.6 ceeekarden's WFAA 228 
(M,T,W,F 9:00-Signoff) ..... KFJZ 148/14. Whirlybirds (Mon. 9:30)........... WFAA....CBS 11.8 eg eet eer re WBAP 21.8 
6. *Amer. Bandstand (M-F 3-3:30, 4-5).. WFAA 12.2; 15. Abbott and Costello (Mon. 7:00).....KFJZ.....Sterling 11,3 19 Restless Gun ’.......... WBAP 23.3 
: ae ae Boson ny > see 112/15. Boots and Saddles (Fri. 7:30)....... WBAP.... NBC 113 18 Worth Headliner ....... KFJZ 213 
9. *“Do You Trust Wife (M- F 3:30-4: 00) WFAA 10.8 | 16. Medie (Sun. 6:00)................. WFAA.... NBC 10.8 21 Lassie ee eececee KRLD 17.8 
10. *Truth-Conse. ‘M-F 10:30-11 a.m.) WBAP 10.7'16. Target (Wed. 9:30) os WFAA Ziv 10.8 18 Big Story .. WBAP 19.8 
T PUL SA Stations: KOTV, KTUL, KYOO. TV Homes: 99,700. Survey Dates: June 2-9, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK sHows | &. Sheriff of Cochise | Sat. Eee 5 eee ee 34.4 58| Your Hit Parade ....... KVOO 149 
Sventiinaensnitiliies amma mS eee” arene 2. Boots and Saddles (Sat. 7:30)...... KOTV.....NBC 27.9 43 | Perry Como nese eterd KVOO 24.2 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ......... KOTV 49.5| 2. State Trooper (Tues. 9:30).......... KOTV.....MCA 27.9 47 Log of the West ....... KVOO 18.2 
2. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30-9:00) .. KOTV 39.5; 3. Annie Oakley (Sat. 6:00)............ KOTV..«...CBS 25.5 57| | News-Bob Shaw ...... KVOO 10.3 
3. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9). KOTV 38.9| : i aa | Weather, Sports ...... KVOO 10.7 
4. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 7:30-8:00)....... KTUL © 36.5 | 4. Death Valley Days (Sat. 10:30)......KOTV.....U. S. Borax 23.2 55| Star Time Movie ...... KVOO 99 
5. Phil Silvers (Fri. 8:00-8:30) .. .. KOTV 35.5| 5. Whirlybirds (Mon. 8:30)........... KVOO.....CBS 22.5 35 | December Bride ....... KOTV 25.5 
5. What’s My Line (Sun. 9:30-10:00)... KOTV 35.5| 6. Martin Kane (Fri. 10:00 ey 8s ee A 21.9 42 | § News-J. Morris ....... KTUL 18.7 
6. Cheyenne (Tues. 6:30-7:30)........KTUL 348) rane || Theatre 8 ....... 600, KTUL 17.7 
7. Playhouse of Stars (Fri. 8:30-9:00).. KOTV 34.5| 7. Highway Patrol (Thurs. 10:00)......KOTV.... Ziv 215 41) { News-J. Morris ....... KTUL 17.0 
7. Zane Grey Theatre (Fri. 7:30-8:00). KOTV 345 mets " .| | Theatre 8 betes KTUL 16.0 
8. Lassie (Sun. 6:00-6:30)........ KOTV 33.5| 8 Mike Hammer (Wed. 9:30)......... KTUL.....MCA 20.5 35/U. S. Steel Hour ....... KOTV 20.5 
~ — 8. Sea Hunt Sree rer KOTV.....Ziv 20.5 46 eee KTUL 24.2 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS $. Frontier (Wed. 10:00)............+. KOTY.... NBC 18.3 38| { News-C. Condon ..... KVOO 163 
10. Pope M,T,Th,F,Sat. 6:00) KTUL AAP 16.4 34 | a ae us ste ROTV 5 
Comnennars ' , opeye (M.T,Th,F,Sat. 6:00)........ oere ! |; Annie Oakley ......... KOTV 25.5 
: {Popeye (M, 77 son ae ae ot ae A KTUL 18.4111. 26 Men (Thurs. 9:30).............. KTUL. rer 15.9 26 | Playhouse 90 .......... KOTV 26.2 
. ome 7 Mon. a > ae a Bs KOTV 17.912. Gray Ghost (Fri. 9:30) Pe: eee 15.5 25| Person To Person ...... KOTV 24.9 
= tie > besa — i-F 6-6:15)..KOTV 1%9/13. O. Henry Playhouse (Mon. 9:30).... KTUL.....Gross-Krasne 15.2 25|Studio One ........ --. KOTV 23.5 
g. News-J. Morris (MF 10:00-10:15).. KTUL = 17.5) 14. Last of the Mohicans (Sat. 10 am.).._KOTV.... TPA Th: epee ecer KVOO 152 
= oanannian ae oe pasa a.m.), boeing + 15. Sky King (Wed. 6:00)............. KTUL....-Nabisco 13.5 27) { Edition. Wea., Sports.. KOTV 20.7 
6. *Tic Tac Dough (M-F 11-11:30 am.) KVOO —16.5/16. Harbor Command (Fri. 9:00)...... _ KTUL.....Ziv 12.9 sii. ne $s 
: ones Siaiee ae SS 3204: oy Brae = = pe — —. Ri 00) - 7 Bo aes oees Gems re 4 7 Rangers ...-. 000 KTUL 14.2 
d . -F 3-3:30, 4-5). 4 2/18. ampionship Bowling (Sat. 5:00).. ’.... Schwimmer { Western Playhouse ... KTUL 8.5 
9. “Art Limkletter (M-F 1:30-2:00).... KOTV 15.0! |) Cartoons ore KVOO 6.9 





CORPUS CHRISTI Stations: KRIS, KZTY. TV Homes: 51,000. Survey Dates: June 1-28, 1958. 














TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | 1. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 10:00)......... ey Se Ziv 29.0 55; Pat Boone ...... ceveses MumID 
1. Dupont Show of Month (Th. 8:30-10) KZTV 417 2. Gray Ghost (Sun. 8:00) erry oepeesdee  sscoxte 4 28.3 49 | Dinah Shore ...... --.- KRIS 
2. Broken Assow (Sat. 8:00-8:30)...... KRIS 40.8 | 3. Mike Hammer (Fri. 7:30)........... KRIS..... MCA 28.0 57 | Zane Grey Theatre .... KZTV 
5 0 rosby (Sat. 7:00-8:00) --KRIS 40.0; 4 Silent Service (Wed. 8:30).......... KRIS..... NBC 26.8 45 I've Got A Secret ...... KZTV 
> aod oo a 8). aa = 5. State Trooper (Tues. 7:30).......... KZTV.....MCA 26.3 44)Alcoa Theatre ......... KRIS 
5. Twenty One (Mon, 8:00-8:30)... KRIS 39.0, & Martin Kane (Fri. 9:00).............KRIS..... Ziv 25.8 51/Lineup .......... tenes KZTV 
$. Restless Gun (Mon. 7:00-7:30). ....KRIS 38.0| 6. Sheriff of Cochise (Wed. 7:30)...... KRIS..... NTA 25.8 44) Big Record ........ +.+» KZTV 
° ie and Harriet (Mon. 8:30-9:00).. KRIS mee Ge meee 7 (Sat, 3:30)... . 2.0. cwecves i MEV s.08 6 TPA 25.8 44| Joseph Cotton ......... KRIS 
9. Millionaire (Wed. 00830... ate KZTV 368 | 1. Our Miss Brooks (Wed. 8:00)........ KRIS..... CBS 25.3 41) Millionaire ............ KZTV 
eins comiekaningnacteaeaat “| 7. 26 Men (Sun. 9:00) cccccecccor mel Voces ABS 25.3 49 | Loretta Young ...... ... KRIS 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY _SHOWS 8. Whirlybirds (Fri. 9:30)........ rT 3 Arn 24.3 48| Thin Man ....... eocces KRIS 
“ - —$$$__—_—_——_—_—_—____—_—_—_————-| 9, Star Performance (Fri. 10:00)...... KZTV.....Official 22.3 53 | Polly Bergen KRIS 
1. ‘Jax News (M-F 6:15-6:30) . ' , , , P | Life ae , 
2: tLone Star News (il WF 10-30:10:45) mens = 255 |1@- Union Pacific (Sun. 10:00)......... KZTV.....CNP 208 43+ Life of Riley ........... KRIS 
3. ‘News Roundup (T, Th 10:30-10:45). KRIS 19.90/11. Kit Carson (Sat. 4:30).........+... KRIS..... MCA 18.3 53} Jet Jackson ............ KZTV 
> 2 * oon 4 . ae “ery = ‘KZTV~ 180/11 Unexpected i | K2TV.....Ziv 18.3 45 | Adv. at Scott Island .... KRIS 
6. +Popeye (M-F 5:00-5:30) shige i e = 12. Mr. District Attorney (Mon. 10:00).. KZTV.....Ziv 18.6 43| Tombstone Territory ... KRIS 
7. *Ramar-Jungle, Last-Mohicans : **113. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 5:00) ‘ KZTV.....AAP 17.4 62| Western Adventure .... KRIS 
i (M-F 5:30-6:00). ... KZTV 16.6|14. Last of Mohicans (Tues., Thurs. 5 30) sg ge sg | 16.6 60 | Western Adventure .... KRIS 
8 ‘Final Edition (M-F 10:30-10:45) KZTV 16.2'14. Ramar-Jungle (Mon., Wed., Fri. 5:30) KZTV.....TPA 16.6 60 | Western Adventure KRIS 
9. {Little Rascals (M-F 4:00-4:30) .. KZTV = 15.8/ 15. Jet Jackson (Sat. 4:30) KZTV.... Screen Gems 163 47 Kit Carso .... KRIS 
9. {Channel 6 Serial (M-F 5:45-6:15). KRIS i538 " a Pe eeer rr ree ... Screen G ‘ | te er eee KRIS 


23.8 
29.3 
21.3 
343 
34.0 
253 
32.5 
33.3 
36.3 
26.3 
26.8 
20.3 
25.3 
16.3 
22.0 
24.0 
10.7 
11.1 
11.1 
18.3 
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and 
the second 


wm the best — 
ever — 

















Ps On top of a sensational First Quarter, WRCA-TV has just finished the best 
® Second Quarter in its entire history! Altogether, the first six months of 1958 . 
@ Were the most successful half-year we have ever known. Our total sales were 


up 10% over last year’s figures—our share-of-audience* was up 14%! 


In a tough selling period, television has to do a greater selling job than ever 
for its advertisers. In New York the NBC leadership station is doing that 


kind of a job. Help yourself to a healthy slice of America’s most luscious 


market, right-now, with a spot schedule on WRCA-TV! (ine san-2UNE 1987 vo 108@ 


WRCA-TV 4, NBC in N EW YORK ‘sx by NBC Spot Sales 
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VARIETY’s weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by Pu'se’s latest reports on 
feature films and their competition covers 155 markets. 
markets will be listed, with the 10 top-rated features tabulated. 

Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers tn 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market hare been 
included in this Variety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features as their stars, release year, original production company and the present 
distributor included wherever possible along with the title. 
to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 


Each week, two different 


Attention should be paid 


Under Time Slot, S. O. stands for Sign-Of. 


VARTETY-PULSE FEATURE CHART 


feature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature and audience composition, i.e., a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
time period. In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrital throughout the week a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer 


tained. 








NEW YORK 


TOP 10 FEATURE FILMS 
1. “IF WINTER COMES’”— 
Walter Pidgeon, Deborah 
Kerr, Janet Leigh; 
MGM; 1947; MGM-TV 
2. “CHAINED”— 
‘lark Gable, Joan 
Crawford, Otto Kruger; 
MGM; 1934; MGM-TV 


3. “MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM”— 


James Cagney, Dick Powell, 
Olivia de Haviliand; 
Warner Bros.; 1935; AAP 
4. “MAISIE”— 
Ann Sothern, Robert 
Young, Ruth Hussey; 
MGM; 1939; MGM-TV 
5. “PIED PIPER”— 
Ann Baxter, Monty Woolley, 
Roddy McDowall; 
20th Century Fox; 1942; NTA 
6. “SONG OF THE THIN MAN”’— 
William Powell, Myrna 
Lov, Keenan Wynn; 
MGM; 1947; MGM-TV 
7. “TIGHT LITTLE ISLAND”— 
Basil Radford, Joan 
Greenwood, Bruce Seton; 
Universal; 1949; ABC-TV 
8 “IS EVERYBODY HAPPY”— 
Ted Lewis, Larry Parks; 
Columbia; 1943; Screen Gems 


9. “GENTLEMAN JIM’— 
Errol Flynn, Alexis 
Smith, Alan Hale; 
Warner Bros.; 1942; AAP 


10. “FLAXY MARTIN”’— 
Virginia Mayo, Zachary 
Scott, Dorothy Malone; 
Warner Bros.; 1949; AAP 


HOUSTON-GALVESTON 


“NOW, VOYAGER”— 
Bette Davis, Paul 
Henreid, Claude Rains; 
Warner Bros.; 1942; AAP . 


2. “THE MAGNIFICENT DOLL”— 
Ginger Rogers, David 
Niven, Burgess Meredith; 
Universal; 1946; NTA 

3. “BLACK TUESDAY”"— 
Edward G. Robinson, 
Peter Graves; 
United Artists; 1954; UA-TV 


4. “SHINE ON HARVEST MOON”’— 
Ann Sheridan, 
Dennis Morgan; 
Warner Bros.; 1944; AAP 
5. “TWIST OF FAITH’— 
Ginger Rogers, Jacques 
3ergerac, Stanley Baker; 
United Artists; 1954; UA-TV 
6. “CASBAH”— 
Yvonne De Carlo, Tony 
Martin, Peter Lorre; 
Universal; 1948; NTA 
7. “EVERYTHING HAPPENS AT 
NIGHT”’— 
Sonja Henie, Ray Milland, 
Robert Cummings; 
20th Century Fox, 1939; NTA 
8. “IMMORTAL SERGEANT”’— 
Henry Fonda, Maureen 
O'Hara, Thomas Mitchell; 
20th Century Fox; 1943; NTA 


8. “MYSTERY OF MARIE ROGET"— 


Maria Montez, Patricia 

Knowles, John Litel; 

Universal; 1942; Screen Gems 
8. “UNHOLY PARTNERS”— 

Edward G. Robinson, Edward 

Arnold, Laraine Day; 

MGM; 1941; MGM-TV 


TITLE AND OTHER DATA 
“MY FAVORITE WIFE”’— 
Irene Dunne, Cary 
Grant, Gail Patrick; 

RKO; 1940; RKO-TV 
“CARIBOO TRAIL”— 

Randolph Seott, 

Gabby Hayes; 

RKO; 1950; RKO-TV 


Stations: WABC, WABD, WCBS, WNTA, WOR, WPIX, WRCA. TY Homes: 4,150,400. Survey Dates: June 26-July 3, 1958. 


PULSE 
AVERAGE 
RATING 
15.5 


HIGH 
16.3 


TIME SLOT 
Late Show 
Sat, June 28 

11:15 p.m.-S.O. 

WCBS 
Late Show 
Sun. June 29 
11:15 p.m.S.O. 
WCBS 
Late Show 
Fri. June 27 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WCBS 
Late Show 
Wed. July 2 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WCBS 
Movie 4 
Sun. June 29 
10:30 p.m.-S.O. 
WRCA 
Late Show 
Thurs. June 26 
11:15 p.m.-S.0. 
WCBS 
Late Show 
Mon. June 30 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WCBS 
Late Show 
Tues. July 1 
11:15 p.m.-S.0. 

WCBS , 
Picture for a Sunday 
Afternoon 
Sun. June 29 
2:30-4:00 p.m. 
WCBS 
Early Show 
Thurs. June 26 
5:30-7:00 p.m. 
WCBS 


11.2 12.5 


10.8 11.8 


9.4 


9.3 


8.5 9.0 


8.0 8.8 


7.7 8.5 


6.6 7.0 


6.3 7.0 


Award Theatre 19.0 27.3 
Sat. June 7 
9:30-11:45 p.m. 
KGUL 
Award Theatre 18.0 21.9 
Sun. June 8 
10:21 p.m.-S.O. 
KGUL 
Award Theatre 
Mon. June 2 
10:00-11:21 p.m. 
KGUL 


16.3 I 


a 
+ 


Award Theatre 18.9 
Fri. June 6 
10:00 p.m.-S.O. 
KGUL 
Award Theatre 
Wed. June 4 
10:00-11:45 p.m. 
KGUL 
Award Theatre 
Tues. June 3 
10:30-p.m.-S.O. 
KGUL 
MGM Theatre 
Sat. June 7 
10:00-11:30 p.m. 
KPRC 


14.6 17.7 


12.0 13.5 


12.3 


Best of Hollywood 11.4 
Sun. June 8 
12:30-2:00 p.m. 
KPRC 
Nightmare Theatre 
Sat. June 7 
11:45 p.m.-S.O. 
KGUL 
MGM Theatre 
Sun. June 8 
10:00 p.m.-S.O. 
KPRC 


11.4 


LOW 


14.8 


8.8 


8.0 


7.3 


7.0 


6.0 


5.3 


12.3 


13.5 


14.4 


11.4 


11.4 


10.2 


11.4 


8.1 


AVERAGE 
SHARE 
59 


52 


45 


41 


29 


42 


38 


39 


28 


47 


54 


43 


44 


46 


47 


31 


46 


44 


31 


TOP COMPETITION 


Movie 4— 
“Rie Grende”.....=... 


Movie 4— 
WG P< sc cwacsescee 


Jack Paar Show 


Jack Paar Show 


What's My Line 
Late Show— 
“Chained” 


Jack Paar Show 


Jack Paar Shew 


Jack Paar Show 


Baseball— 
Philadelphia vs. St 
Baseball— 
New York vs. Kansas City 


Louis 


Mickey Mouse Club......... 
Popeye 
Looney 


Tunes 





MULTI-STRIPPED SALES 


NEW YORK, JUNE 26-JULY 3, 1958 


STATION TIME SLOT 
WOR Million $ Movie 
Mon., Tues., Wed. 
7:30-9:00 p.m. 
10:00-11:30 p.m. 
WOR Million $ Movie 


Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun 
7:30-9:00 p.m. 
10:00-11:30 p.m, 
4:30-6:00 p.m. 


NO. OF 
SHOWINGS 


5 


Your Hit Parade KPRC 
MGM Theatre—Part I—‘Every- 

thing Happens at Night” eee 
MGM Theatre—Part II— 

“Careful Soft Shoulders” Re asians 
MGM Theatre 

“The Unholy Partners”... BPE «scctes 
Martin Tame. «oc ciccasc Ry ecctees 
MGM Theatre— 

“Here Comes the Band” iy + er 
Movietime U.S.A.— 

“Go Chase Yourself” %) ee 
MGM Theatre-- 

“Meet the People” Res “aeesns 
Movietime U.S.A.— 

“Armored Car Robbery” > ee 
Public Defender Bre << sommes 
MGM Theatre 

“40 Little Mothers” KPRC 
Movietime U.S.A.— 

“Hooray for Love”....... iy rae 
Award Theatre— 

“Now, Voyager”....... Aes enw eat 
Baseball— 

Cleveland vs. New York KGUL 
MGM Theatre—Part II— 

“Careful Soft Shoulders”... KPRC ....... 
Sunday News Special........ 0 nr 
Award Theatre 

“The Magnificent Doll” 0) Se 

TOTAL AVERAGE 
AUDIENCE RATING PER 
RATING TELECAST 
18.4 3.7 
11.0 16 


STATION 


WRCA 


WOR 


WEEE siseves 
WABC 
WPIX 
WABD 


se eeewee 


AV. AV. 
RATINGS SH. 
5.9 21 
7.3 34 
os OF 28 
oo 78 33 
. 28.3 57 
ry) 52 
as oe 37 
.. 7.6 37 
64 33 
.. 5.4 24 
5.9 23 
i 30 
2 ee 26 
ae 29 


19.2 


8.4 


HIGHEST 
SINGLE 
AVE. RATING 


Monday 
7:30-9:00 p.m. 
5.9 


Thursday 
7:30-9:00 p.m. 
2.5 


Stations: KGUL, KPRC, KTRK. TV Homes: 351,700. Survey Dates: June 2-9, 1958. 
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last Sunday (27) from New York, 
while other tv personnel came in 


Form Radio Relay Pool 
For PubAffairs in NE. 


Amherst, Mass., Aug. 5. 
A group of educational broad- 


from other points in Latin Amer- casters from New York and New 


ica. Irish McCalla, who has the 
lead in “Sheena Queen of the Jun- 
gle,” one of the top strips in Latin 
America, was also aboard. 


The Jack Paar telecast from Ha- | 


vana was the opening gun in 
Moulds’ plan to bring the show to 
the fore. Admittedly, noi one of 


the peak artistic and cuitural ef- | 


forts of NBC-TV, the layout was 
remarkable in view of some of the 
problems the show face’ 


In the first place, the American 
Federation of Radio & Television 
Artists demanded that the station 
insure the Paar crew and show for 
a staggering amount. Premium was 


so high that the insurance company | 


assigned each staff member a }-ody- 


guard. Many complained that they 
couldn't even go shopping without 
being shadowed. 


Melis’ Doubling 
In addition, the rivalry between 


the members of the Havana Sym- | 
Havana | 


phony Orchestra and the 
Philharmonic made bandleader 
Jose Melis’ job more difficult. The 
Musicians Union similarly wanted 
in on the assignment and provided 
a director. It was through skilled 
maneuvering that Melis was able to 
conduct. It was Melis’ first trip to 
his native country in nearly 25 
years. 

Paar was a little disconcerted, 
during the telecast at the Tropi- 
cana nitery, because sirens came 
out from nowhere, causing Paar to 
do everything but groan. The tele- 
cast, held in the enclosed part of 
the n..ery, made the heat unbear- 
able at times. 

One thing that Moulds hoped to 
get out of this telecast, aside from 
immediate attention of stateside and 
Cuban advertisers, was the good- 
will of the Cuban people. This was 
the first television show that was 
made available to the Habaneros 
as well as Norte Americanos. The 
Steve Allen show, which came from 
the Havana Riviera Hotel, was not 
seen in Cuba, to the resentment of 
many of the natives. The Cuban 
newspapers were polite to the 
show, printing almost commentless 
reviews except for the technical 
aspects which were admittedly bad 
in some parts of the city 

The Goar Mestre interests have 
had the NBC affiliation for sev- 
eral years. The primary shows hit- 


ting Cuba as a result of this tie 
were the Gillette-sponsored fights 
from Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., and the baseball show. This 


pact with NBC is still in effect, but 
the deal is virtually certain to be 
switched to the new station. 

Cuba also has a station exclu- 
sively for color. Channel] 12, oper- 
ated by Gaspare Pumarejo, the 
foremost television and radio per- 
sonality in Cuba, who admits to 57 
sponsors and who reportedly earns 
close to $500,000 a month, runs the 
tinter. Wags say that what he 
earns as a personality elsewhere 
goes to make up the losses of his 
own operation. 


~NLY’s Live Steam 


eee COntinued from page 21 eee 


from 13.3% to 8.7%. This, tco, 
marks a severe reversal of a trend 
that saw more and more live pro- 
gramming moving to the Coast in 
recent years. 

On a network-by-network basis, 
ABC-TV continues to use the high- 
est proportionate amount of film 
and NBC-TV the least, even 
though the number of film shows 
at each web is the same, 22 pro- 
grams; 64.7% of ABC's nighttime 
sked is film, vs. 57.9% of NBC's. 
CBS continues as the largest film 
user, with 27 shows, but propor- 
tion of film to its overall lineup is 
62.8% CBS will have 16 out of 
43 live shows, NBC 16 out of 38 
and ABC 12 out of 34. 

Film production in New York 
has remained constant at two 
shows, the Phil Silvers stanza and 
the new “Naked City,” but cver- 
seas production of film is down 
from four to two shows, “Mark 
Saber” and “The Invisible Man.” 
Live production from other points 
is up, with ABC accounting for all 
three shows, one of them out of 
Canada for the first time. 











Midland, Tex.—The FM Associ- f 


ates has applied to the FCC for a 
construction permit for a new FM 
outlet here. 


| England has formed a committee to 
;create a radio relay network to 
ame the needs of the New Eng- 
| land portion of the U. S. for pub- 
lic affairs and cultural 
| Hartford N. Gunn Jr., general 
manager of WGBH, Boston, was 
named chairman of the Educational 
Radio Network Committee at a 
meeting on the campus of the U 
of Massachusetts here. 

The committee will pool the FM 
facilities and programs resources 
of WGBH, Boston; WNYC, N. Y-.: 
WEDK, Springfield, and WAML., 
Albany, for the mutual benefit of 


programs 


some 20,000,000 listeners The 
Broadcasting Foundation of Amer- 
ica, which will coordinate the ac- 


tivities of the network, was repre- 
sented by George E. Probst, vee- 
}pee; Seymour N. Siegel, veepee, 
and Henry Morgenthau III, proj- 
ect manager of WGBH, Boston, and 
trustee of the BFA. 








| 


Conn.-Cast 




















} Boston, Aug. 5. 

“Inmate,” WHDH-TV_ News’ 
documentary film on life inside the 
Walpole State Prison, was shown 
in its third major tv city, in Hart- 
ford, Conn., on WHCT-TV. 

First shown on WHDH-TV May 
7, it was subsequently telecast in 
New York on WNTA-TV June 1. 
On its initial showing, it racked 
up a 22.8 ARB rating against heavy 
opposition. 

“Inmate” was produced entirely 
by the WHDH-TV news staff with 
-cooperation of correctional authori- 
ties. Joe Levine, writer-producer; 
Matt Connolly Jr., director and 
editor; Jim Harrington, associate 
producer, and John Davin, camera- 
man, spent eight days and nights 
inside the new $10,000,000 prison 
while making the film. 





Flint, Mich.—WJRT, which be- 
gins video operations here about 
Oct. 1, becomes an ABC-TV pri- 
mary affiliate. Station covers the 
Flint-Lansing-Bay City area. Pre- 
viously, a UHF station folded here, 
making WJRT the only outlet in 
Flint proper. 


Radio Station License Renewal 
Ain't Easy; FCC's Stiff Attitude 


Washington, Aug. 5 
The FCC continues to show signs 
of a stiffening attitude with respect 
to renewal of radio station licenses, 
which was once as mechanical and 
routine as a Commission coffee 
break, barring obscenity on the air, 
lotteries, or sports information of ! 
a nature to aid gamblers It has 
once again advised a radio s‘ation 

—KMAC AM-FM, San Antonio 
that it must undergo a hearing to 


get its license renewed. 

4 number of stations have been 
hit in recent months with Commis 
sion demands that they defend 
their programming in light of 
promises made on their applica- 
tions for original licenses, on the 


theory that the FCC has no power 
to censor but that the voluntary 
representations made on such li- 
cense applications are legally bind- 
ing promises. 

In another case 


of a different 


nature, the FCC told KHCD, Clif- 


ton, Ariz., that it must come up 
with good reasons why its license 
shouldn't be cancelled because of 
technical violations of FCC rules, 
failure to respond to FCC notices 
of violations, and leasing control 
of the station to others: The sta- 
tion was told that if it wishes it 
may have a hearing. 


WOAI’s S.A. Aggie Tour 


San Antonio, Aug. 5 
Bill McReynolds, farm and ranch 
editor of WOAI and WOAI-TV, 
will be the leader of a “Farm and 


Ranch Tovr Around South Ameri- 
ca” this fall, under plans set by 
James M. Gaines, prez and 7eneral 


manager of the two stations 

Departing by air from here Nov. 
8, the group will visit the most im- 
portant agricultural districts in 
South America and will also see 
the cities and sights. The tour will 
conclude Dec. 4. 

















You as an advertiser want to insure high 

ratings, with high sponsor identification. 
Your agency wants to insure high rat- 

ings, with high sponsor identification. 


So do your stars ... 
Your stations... 
Your producer... 
Your director... 
Your sales force .. . 
Your retailers ... 


Program advertising in TV Guide maga- 


Be sure of your ratings 
with TV Guide rating insurance 


zine is the answer. 


circulation base, 


— — = 
a 


Best-selling weekly magazine in America 


ome AN Adan 





a nmtinniaie 


Across the nation, one 


TV family in six reads it (6'% million 


October 4)—and the 


average reader reads it five times a day. 


That audience alone is the equivalent of a 


16 rating. And 
regional editions, 
ule precisely to 


with TV Guide's 50 
you can fit your sched- 
your station lineup, 


without waste circulation. 
TV Guide magazine is the national 
watchword. Zoom in on TV Guide and 


your ratings won’ 


t fade out! 


A WEEKLY MAGAZINE...A DAILY HABIT 


40 RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 6, 1958 








From the Production Centres — 
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chief engineer, WMEX, on two weeks of training duty with U.S. Signal 
Corps, Fort Monmouth, NJ... . Matt Connelly filling in for Bob Clay- 
ton on WHDH-TV’s “Boston Ballroom” ... Phyl Doherty, WNAC-TV 
pub-ad chief, exploited shock package ot films, “Frankenstein,” “In- 
visible Man,” “Cat Creeps,” with shrunken heads to tv eds... Fd 
Pearle, WNAC-TV promosh dept., back {rom Florida and Fire Island, 
N.Y., vacash .. . Sally Rickey, WNAC-TV film dept. flew to Paris for 
two-week vacash ... WHDH-TV threw a cocktail party for Lawrence 
Welk, in for Boston Arena record-breaking one-nighter . . . Sherm Fel- 
ler, WEZE disk jock, penned a new song . . . WHDH tabbed a Con- 
cord, N. H., youngster for winner of its Junior Sportscaster contest 
conducted over the 48-station Boston Red Sox baseball net . . . William 
G. Givens, vet of eight years with Westinghouse and former “Program 
PM” producer, appointed music director for WBZ-WBZA by Paul G. 
O’Friel, gen. mgr. of Boston and Springfield outlets .. . John McLel- 
lan, WHDH jazz commentator, participaied in “Jazz Forum” with Bilty 
Tahlor, jazz trio leader, Allen Sapp, composer, and Fr. Norman J. 
O'Connor, jazz authority, on WGBH-FM Tuesday (5). 


IN LONDON...” 


The BBC has bought the Hulton picture library from Hulton Press. 
The library, which was originally used for Picture Post, a magazine 
which felded a while back, contains about 6,000,000 photographs .. . 
Associated-Rediffusion is planning a one-day press junket to Paris dur- 
ing September to meet some of the Continental actresses who will be 
appearing in future drama productions. The programmer plans to char- 
ter a Viscount plane for the trip .. . Interest shown in an Associated 
TeleVision experimental program entitled “I Hear: I See,” which was 
aired a few weeks back, has prompted the outlet to bring it back as 
a regular series. Show had experts describing a person from the way 
he spoke. First in the new series goes out on Sept. 15... Full power 
test transmissions from the new Independent Television Authority 
station, which will be operated by Southern Television, are now in full 
swing. The outlet officially goes on the air Aug. 30. 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


WRCV-TV has purchased “art” film package including such clicks 
as “Rififi,” “Wages of Fear,” “Mr. Hulot's Holiday” and “Gold of Na- 
ples” for fall showing . . . Newscaster Taylor Grant’s daughter, Letitia, 
just graduated from the U. of Michigan, working with father at WIP 

. WCAU-TV’s singing cowboy Jack Valentine booked into Frank- 





and George Graham... Pete French, KYW newscaster, initiating Mon- 
day book review series on 2:45 p.m. telecast... Cleveland Federation 
of Labor offering $2,000 reward for info leading to arrest of attackers 
of WSRS diskers William Crain and Ted Lawrence following right-to- 


work spiel... LaRiche Ford pacted WGAR's Sunday afternoon “Jour- | 


ney into Melody” for fifth year .. . Mrs. Ruth Arnold named assistant 
to WFWS general manager James Hanrahan who is on European tour 
... KYW radio manager Mark Olds visiting Philadelphia. 


{N DETROIT .. . 





Earl Moore, associated with WXYZ when it was owned by King- | 
Trendle from 1937 to 1947, has returned to the fold. Moore, as busi- 


ness manager, will handle personnel, purchasing, departmental eco- 
nomic and leases and contracts . . . Richard G. Williams added to 
WJBK-TV sales staff. He was international rep for Miller Brewing... 
Training camp activities of the Detroit Lions will get full coverage by 
WJR sports director Bob Reynolds doing 6:15 and 11:15 p.m. spots. Rey- 
nolds will do three days a week from Cranbrook training grounds with 
interviews and personality sketches. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


Twin Cities’ educational KTCA-TV has started a new series to help 
| people to figure out if they require or should use psychiatry. Pro- 
| grams have been prepared by the U. of Minnesota department of psy- 
chiatry, medicine, neurology and surgery in cooperation with school’s 
radio and tv broadcasting department . . . WCCO Radio news director 
Jerry Roshold received Sigma Delta Chi national professional journal- 
ism fraternity award for “distinguished service in journalism” . . . Jess 
Hunter from WNAX, Yankton, S. D., joined WCCO announcing staff 
.. . Booklets on how to improve tv reception are being distributed 
gratis by WTCN-TV ... WCCO-TV exclusively televised the national 
women’s open golf tournament here and will do likewise for the forth- 
coming annual St. Paul's open meet for men . . . Veteran WCCO-TV 
newscaster Bill McCuen resigned to join WTCN-TV . . . ABC network's 
“Sea Hunt” staged a skidiving race at a local lake as a Minneapolis 
Aquatennial event .. . WTCN-TV sending young woman chosen as lo- 
cal “working girl of the year” to Balsam Lake Lodge resort for a va- 
cation ., . Stanley E. Hubbard, KSTP radio and tv president-general 
manager, co-owner of a stable of five horses that includes Dark Vint- 
age, a winner in its last five times out, amassing $15,000 for Hubbard 
|and his partners. Incidentally, Hubbard says he never bets on a horse 
race . . . Following in the footsteps of KLAC, L. A.; KTHT, Dallas, 
and WINS, N.Y., WMIN Radio using the new Future-Phonic sound .. . 
James Wilson, formerly with Campbell-Mithun agency here, joined 
WCCO Radio as an account executive ... WDGY disk jockey Bill Ben- 
nett winning wide recognition for his campaign over the area to en- 
courage teenagers to dress properly. He has top recording stars mak- 
ing transcribed messages on the subject and plays them on the air. 





lin's Lounge, Miami Beach . ... WRCV news director Ernie Leiss serv- | 


ing in the Coast Guard reserve and newscaster John Franklin on re- 
serve duty at the Pentagon ... Dr. Harald T. Friis of Rumson, N.J., 


an electrical engineer who set up receivers in England for the radio- | 


telephone system which connected America and Europe in 1923, named 
to receive the Franklin Institute Stuart Ballantine Medal (Oct. 15) 
... Frank Smith, a colleague of WFIL-TV’s weatherman Francis Davis 
at Drexel Institute subbing for Davis, now in Iran... About 3,200 
fans will celebrate deejay Bernice Thompson's sixth anni on WDAS 
with a cruise on the Delaware today (Wed.). 


IN PITTSBURGH ... | 


Jimmy Walker, WEEP deejay whose real name is John Hickton, ap- | 
pearing in “No Time for Sergeants” at White Barn Theatre for two weeks | 

. Maria Scheutz celebrated her fifth anni as Girl Friday to Harold | 
Cc. Lund, Westinghouse Broadcasting veep . . 
sports and news announcer, received his B.A. from Duquesne U. last | 
week .. . Mrs. Sally Mossman, who does daily “Talk of the Town” on | 
WMCK, also named director of sales promotion for the McKeesport | 
station . . . Dorothy Kaplan, formerly with ABC in New York, taken | 


on as secr’y to John Hierlihy, WAMP program supervisor . 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Further axings at Westinghouse’s KPIX included “Deputy” Dave 
Allen, a 10-year vet of Ca. 5, Dorothy Day and Faye Stewart. All were) 
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: Hubbard to Outer Space Cupboard 


a Oi te i i te i i 
St. Paul, Aug. 5. {Lewis eating their lunch, the maze 
| Stan Hubbard’s Twin 


Cities | of the gondola’s inside instrumenis 
KSTP-TV (NBC outlet) believes |and shots of the balloon towering 


it made tv history July 26 when | overhead. 








it received and broadcast live the | 
first video pictures from outer) 
space’s edge. 

The station claims the two “his- 
ing from an iron ore mine as| 
Crosby, Minn., of the Navy’s| 
Strato-Lab balloon flight which | 
soared to 82,000 feet over the) 
midwest. 

Inside the seven-foot-wide gon- 
dola was a Cigar-box-sized 2,500-| 
pound ty camera valued at) 
$6,000,000. 

An hour and a half after the bal- 


During the broadcast KSTP-TV 
news director Julian Hosha was 
commentator, among other things 
describing the picture being re- 


. Bill Knupp, WAMP | toric firsts” following the launch-| ceived and hackgrounding viewers 


on the flight which set a new 
world’s endurance record. Kine- 
scope films were made from the 
live broadcast and used on the 
station’s evening newscasts. 








Daytimers 








feature-film emcees and part of KPIX revamping apparently is elim- 'loon was launched, KSTP-TV re- 


ination of emcees. It’s understood that morning show's Charlie Dug- | ceived the first tv pictures from | 
dale and afternoon show’s Ted Randal have been told to pep up their| the balloon which then was flying | 


offerings, too . . . FCC waived rules to permit KQED, ETV Ch. 9, to| at about 60,000 feet over north 
rebroadcast listener-supported KPFA-FM’s signals for purpose of ster-| central Minnesota. It was the only 


eophonic concerts, starting last night (Tues.) ... Mrs. Mary E. Ash- 
backer-Gunberg of Michigan bought Vallejo's KGYW . 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


NBC's Hazel Markel combining a taping tour of Europe with escort 
stint for group of Congressional and official wives . . . Moon Kim, 
Korean Voice of America d.j., has made her first record for Victor .. . 
With 33 broadcasters’ associations already inked to participate, an- 
nual Voice of Democracy contest for highschool students gaining mo- 





ane of several monitoring systems 
to receive this first transcription 
after Navy Commander Malcolm 
Ross and M. L. Lewis of Wizen 
Research, a Bloomington, Minn., 
concern, turned on the Dage tv 
camera inside the balloon’s gon- 
dola. 

Representing 10 days’ advance 
work, an especially prepared re- 





mentum via kits being mailed to all NAB members ... Charles L. Eber- | ceiving unit had been installed on 


=——_——_ Continued from page 23 = 


go on the air until sunrise and 
| must go off the air at sunset. The 
|daytimers argue that this makes 
their sponsorship problems more 





| the local service which they prefer 
wt favor of distant programs which 
nobody wants to hear. 

American Broadcasting said that 
| granting the proposal would change 
| the terms of licenses already grant- 


jed to the fulltime stations, and 


hardt, former Neiman Fellow in jourialism and vet newsman, has joined | the station’s roof. Two low fre-|“ABC herewith asserts its right to 


Voice of America as White House and State Dept. correspondent . . 


.| quency, one VHF and one UHF |the public hearing required . . 


WWDC previews its “Miss Washington” beauty-talent hunt at this| antennas had been set up to pick | before its licenses are modified by 


week’s Ad Club meeting ... WTOP-CBS has lined up 10 progrid games | 
for its fall tv season, with sportscaster Jim Gibbons handling step tay | 
play chores and Eddie Gallagher filling in with color commentary .. . 
WTOP boss John Hayes and family vacationing in Florida . . . Vctce of 
America has more than tripled its broadcasts beamed to Middle East | 
in Arabic language as result of crisis. 


IN CLEVELAND ... 

Mylas Martin named as KYW-FM Sunday staffer alding David Haw- | 
thorne .. . Chuck Renick slated to leave WSRS for WHK ... Alex 
Dreier did news feed here when WJW joined net (31). Also on hand 
were NBC’ers Raymond T. O’Connell, Rober Wogan, Teddi Thurman 


; 








up the signal 125 miles away. 

During the first transmission at | 
6:20 am. the KSTP-TV_ crew 
could distinguish clearly Ross and | 
Lewis inside the gondola and see | 
clouds floating by outside. 

At 9 a.m. and again at 1 p.m. 
KSTP-TV broadcast live for up to 
15 minutes the pictures being re- | 
ceived from the Wizen balloon,| 
then at 70,000 feet. KSTP-TV | 
dialers got a picture of Ross and | 





























“THE SWEET 65” 


Top-Drawer Features for Top-Flight Ratings! 


consasthoums, 10. 


TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 
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the adoption of the amendments 
herein proposed.” 

NBC argued that the proposal 
would cause difficulties under in- 
ternational agreements with re- 
spect to use of radio frequencies. 
Westinghouse Broadcasting assailed 
the lack of engineering data pre- 
sented to support the daytimer case 
and said their findings are “con- 
trary to the actual experience of 
the broadcasting industry from its 
very inception.” 

CBS said the 10,000 cards and 
letters from listeners presented to 
bolster the daytimer case about 
listenership were of no value, that 
100 selected at random were in- 
vestigated and half of these writers 
were found not to know that they 
couldn’t even receive the station 
for whom they wrote the letter 
due to interference which would 
be caused to the daytimers, them- 
selves. 

Storer Broadcasting noted that if 
a single daytimer came in asking 
for longer hours, the FCC would 
require it to produce engineering 
proof that objectionable interfer- 


711 Fifth Avenue, New York 22 PL 1-4432 jence would not be cause. It ques- 
tioned why the daytimers as a 
NEW YORK DETROIT CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD MIAMI HOUSTON TORONTO group are not required to make the 


same showing. 


difficult and deprives listeners of 


| 





ae ‘Live’ Canada 
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jon both French and English webs. 

“Wayne & Shuster Hour,” five 
special bits, 60 minutes, plus other 
hour-long special shows including 
|a talent showcase to debut the 
string. 

Gordie Tapp, emcee on last sea- 
son’s “Country Hoedown” show, 
set to head a 30-minute audience 
participation stint Mon., Wed., Fri., 
4 p.m., each week. 

“One Of A Kind,” current panel 
stanza with Alex Barris as modera- 
tor, to run through new season at 
ja new time: Wed’, 8:30 p.m., for 
| 30 minutes, 
| “Here & There” series, previ- 
ously all film, will insert several 
| live ones. 
| NHL hockey games plaved in 
|Canada will use the coast-to-coast 
|network, probably starting Oct. 11. 
| Big Four Football games in the 
east and, for the first time, Weste:n 
| Conference games, will be carried, 
| to end with the Grey Cup Game 
from Vancouver, Nov. 29. 

New moppet stanzas will have 
| “Friendly Giant,” “Whistletown,” 
| “Places of Eight” (from Halifax), 
| others. 

Milton Berle Show will be car- 
| ried by CBC at 9 p.m. Wednesdays. 
| Filmed shows will include Danny 
|Thomas, Mondays, 9 p.m.; “Can- 
}nonball,” Mondays at 9:30 p.m., is 
now being shot in Toronto; “Desi- 
lu Playhouse” will replace “Studie 
One” Mondays at 10 p.m; “Bat 
Masterson” in for 9 p.m. Wednes- 
days; “Patti Page Show” for Fri- 








days, 9 pm. alternating with 
\“Weils Fargo”; “Ivanhoe” comes 
}on Saturdays at 7 p.m. 

| “Heritage.” a 30-minute film 


show, will get scheduling when the 
|shooting is completed. 

Walt Disney’s “Treasure Island” 
is used on CBC's juve items as a 
serial, and “Uncle Chichimus,” 
prominent on Canadian tv several 
years ago, comes back Mondays at 
/5:15 for 15 minutes. National Film 
Board's “The Roving Eye” series 
is set for Sundays at 5:30 p.m. 

CBC radio networks are schedul- 
ing “Project '59” for Mondays at 
9 p.m., 60 minutes each, switching 
formats each show to cover musi- 
cals, documentaries, drama, com- 
| edy, others. 

Using guest baton-swinzers, CBC 
Symphony Orchestra gets Sunday 
at 3 p.m., preeming Oct. 12. 

CBC will make special arrange- 
ments to mark anniversaries of 
“The Happy Gang,” starting its 
2ist web year, Sept. 8, and “CBC 
Stage” opening its 15th season Oct. 
15 at 8 p.m 

CEC. Wednesday night will have 
w.k. musicians, chamber groups, 
imported drama, others, shows run- 
ning through each Wed. evening. 

“Adventure Serials,” live lamily 
show, hits the web Sept. 29 daily 
at 6:45 p.m. 

New York Philharmonic Orches- 
tra moves from Sun. to Sat., 10:30 
p.m. starting date not announced. 
| “Rawhide,” comedy starring Max 
Ferguson, returns Oct. 1 at 5:30 
p.m., new origination from Toron- 
to (previdusly Halifax). 

“Vintage Goons,” followup te 
|last season's BBC import, “The 
|Goon Show,” preems Sept. 27 at 
7 p.m. 

“Nimmons ’N Nine,” jazz show, 
;comes in Oct. 7 at 9 p.m. alternat- 
jing Tuesdays with a Vancouver 
| jazz airer. 
| “Citizens Forum” 


comes back 


|Oct. 30 for Thursdays at 8:30 p.m., 
and “Farm Forum” on Nov. 3, for 
Mondays at 8:30. p.m. 





Lunch, Cocktails, Dinner, Supper 


| Russian 
| Tea Room 


' 
Open Daily ncluding Sundoy 


160 W. 57 ST -CO 6-0047 
j MOKT TO CARMEOH HALA 
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Faces and Not Formats’ New Key 
To Fortunes of L.A. Indies; KCOP 
And KHJ-TV Shoot at Tdentity’ | Living in Syn. 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Brand new approach to local in- 
die television programming—usé 
ef top-name or offbeat personali- 
ties as the staple of nighttime pro- 
gramming in place of feature and 
syndicated film—is being under- 
taken by two Los Angeles indies, 
KCOP and KHJ-TV. 

Between the two of them, such 
names as Mae West, George Jessel, 
Oscar Levant, Ken Murray, Max 
Baer, Tom Duggan, Don Sherwood, 
John J. Anthony and possibly 
Mort Sah] are currently set or are 
being dickered for the fall, in for- 
mats ranging from straight inter- 
view-chatter to Miss West’s “Ad- 
vice to the Lovelorn” setup and in 
lengths ranging from 90 minutes 
ence a week to cross-the-board 15- 
minute strips. 

Back of the 


movement, pio- 


neered by KCOP and picked up, 


by KHJ-TV, are several factors: 
(1) desire to establish a distinctive 
station programming identity—as 
KCOP general manager Al Flana- 
gan puts it, “To make us different 
from the other six syndicated and 
feature film stations in the mar- 


ket”: (2) high price of filmed pro- |} 


gramming and the risks involved 
in “coming out” on a costly film 
package; also, according to KHJ- 
TV g.m. John Reynolds, “There's 
not enough good first-run film 
around with which to program a 
station”; (3) the strong selling 
ability of the personalities which 
transcends rating points; and (4) 
the potential of tape syndication, 
through which the station can aug- 
ment its sponsored income and 
can attract higher-priced talent 
through the promise of residuals. 
‘Non-Fiction’ Setup 

In each case, personalities will 
bulwark the nighttime schedules 
of the stations, with a secondary 

rogram block backing them up. 

COP will use what Flanagan calls 
“non-fiction” programming, the 
travel-adventure type exemplified 
by “I Search for Adventure,” as its 
7-8 p.m. strip, following this with 
the personalities. KHJ-TV_ will 
stick with its “Channel 9 Movie 
Theatre” equivalent of WOR-TV's 
“Million Dollar Movie” in N. Y., at 
® to 10:30 and will program its 
personalities around the films. 

Flanagan points to the evolution 
of indie radio and the strong and 
successful emphasis on the local 
personality as the indie’s weapon 
against network. “Obviously, we 
can't compete against the net- 
work,” he states, “simply because 
they've got a bigger checkbook 
than we have and they will always 
be able to buy the best of every- 
thing. But we don’t have to imi- 
tate them; we can be different and 
effective, and we can also have the 
advantage of being able to move 
goods with a persuasive personality 
instead of an impersonal one-min- 
ute filmed commercial.” 

No less a factor is costs. A half- 
hour first-run syndicated film on 
a 52-week basis runs $2,500 per 
half-hour in L. A. Flanagan won't 
discuss his talent prices, but obvi- 
ously they’re way under that. Be- 
sides, “buying an expensive piece 
of film is worse than going to the 
races.” Reynolds concurs, point- 
ing out that an investment in a 
first-rum syndicated half-hour runs 
to $120,000 a year or more, since 
it has to be purchased for 52 weeks 
firm, and “if it turns out to be a 
deg, we're stuck with it and it’s 
money down the drain. If a per- 
sonality doesn’t work out, we can 
try someone else.” By way of cost 
contrast, Reynolds figures his tal- 
ent charges at $300 to $500 per 
half-hour. 

As to that intangible “sell” dem- 
onstrated by the local personali- 
ties, Flanagan has a raft of case 
histories involving Duggan, who 
a the personality kick out 

ere, showing how 100,000 custom- 
ers jammed an eight-block Studio 
City shopping area after midnight 
to attend a Duggan-spieled “Mad 
Midnight Sale,” or how a small 
furrier burgeoned inte a business 
serving most of southern Cali- 
fornia as a result of the Duggan 
pitches. Reynolds points to cases 
ef customers entering appliance 
stores and asking for “Oscar's 
radio.” 

There’s no comparison between 


,this and the cold one-minute 


filmed commercial, they both aver, 
and the premise of their pitch to 
timebuyers is that ratings and cost- 
per-thousand are well and good, 
but it takes a salesman with loyal 
audiences to move goods and ring 
the mash registers 


Finally, the stations have 
reached the point where they are 
able to pay talent more than they 
could previously afford because of 
the promise of tape syndication. 
Levant is getting about $2,000 a 
week for his two 90-minute shows 
and additional commercial fees, 
but stands to make much more 
through syndication of his pro- 
grams. Ditto for the others. As 
synidcation proves out, the stations 
can pick up even better known 
names via the additional revenues. 


KHJ-TV program chief Jim Hig- 
son puts it this way: “We're tired 
of formats, where packagers come 
in with this quiz show idea or that 
panel show. We're more interested 
jin ‘who’ than ‘what.’ For us, it’s 
faces instead of formats.” 


Jack Fields to CBS-TV 


Jack Fields is switching in two 
| weeks from ABC press to CBS-TV 
junder Charles Steinberg, web's 
| p.r. chief. 

Fields will be column contact. 











=m COntinued from page 5 Se 


lessen the seasonal characteristic 
of all telefilm production. 

Not that telefilm houses welcome 
the shortterm commitment trend. 
To make a _ series economically 
feasible, telefilmeries need at 
least a 26-week ride. They would 
much prefer the firm 39-plus—13- 
week deal, much harder to come 
by these days. To adequately pre- 
pare for a series, at least eight 
weeks’ notice is needed to get into 
| production, once the pilot has been 
okayed. 

But in terms of opening up new 
| selling seasons, the shortterm com- 
| ~aitments give them a chance to 


sell a show many times during the 
course of the year, rather than at 


virtually one period as in the past. | 


| Whatever the attendant prob- 
|lems, and there are many, it looks 
like telefilmeries are heading for 
\3 more even production level, with 
the peaks and valleys less sharp. 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


Television nabobs are being told to get out by, of all things, a tv 
program. CBS-TV’s “Conquest” science series is currently filming a 
special feature on waves and beach erosion and is concentrating its 
cameras on Fire Island—rated by experts as the most advanced case 
of “beachlossitis” in the country and the summer cavorting-romping 
ground for Madison Ave.’s video and ad execs. The “Conquest” story 
will tell the sorrowful saga of beach erosion and predict that in a few 
/ years there won't be any Fire Island unless something is done imme- 
diately to halt its disappearance. 





Playwrights Carson McCullers and N Richard Nash, who thus far 
have resisted tv appearances, have been induced by CBS-TV producer- 
scripter Don Kellerman to participate in a special tv discussion on 
“Religion and Drama” on “Lamp Unto My Feet” on Sunday, Aug. 17. 





WOR Radio’s Jean Shepherd, who had an offbeat all-night show for 
New York's “night people” and now is on Sunday evenings, has been 
signed by film producer Louis de Rochemont to narrate an as-yet-un- 
titled motion picture about the U.S. Navy's Sixth Fleet. The picture, 
to be filmed in the Mediterranean area and the Middle East, will be 
shot in the Todd-AO process 

Shepherd left Monday (4) night for Washington for briefing by Navy 
officials and then is due to fly to North Africa for three weeks of loca- 
tion shooting. Producer de -Rochemont says he signed Shepherd sole- 
ly on the basis of his broadcasts at WOR 

In a unique tieup between two indies, WOR-TV, N.Y., yesterday 
(Tues.) telecast KTTV's, Los Angeles. video tape sales presentation. 
The special 40-minute on-the-air telecast about the Los Angeles market 
and the station’s video tape facilities was beamed at 10 a.m., prior to 
WOR-TV's regular broadcast day. Tip presentation, aimed at the ad 
commnuity, was a repeat of the closed-circuit presentation held last 
week at N.Y.’s Waldorf-Astoria. 

Boston Univ. School of Law is establishing a course covering the 
legal aspects of show biz. E. Donald Shapiro, the instructor, says it is 
wider in scope than any other similar course available at the 135 law 
schools in the country. Special emphasis is on the legal procedures 
available to the artist to protect his work. 
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He’s switched to a brand of cigarettes he saw advertised on WGN-TV. And he's 
sold! The program he saw was Whirlybirds where he and 801,570* viewers watch 
—and buy as a result—every week. (*Nielsen— May 11—June 7, 1958). 

A receptive, loyal ‘audience to top-rated programs, is the WGN-TV audienca, 


That’s why Top Drawer Advertisers use WGN-TV. 
Let our specialists fill you In on some exciting case histories, discuss your sales 


problems and advise you on current availabilities. 





The station that puts "GEE!" in your Chicage sales! WGN =... 





Chicagoans watch Channel 9 


42 RADIO-TELEVISION 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 6, 1958 








eee 


Television Reviews 


Continued from page 26 


Best Friend” to a casino back- | sented the company in answering 
ground, this again local-studio | questions on the second half. He 
created. Back at a Toronto air-|,..scsed as quite at ease on the 
port, Rimmer finaled with “Back | UUPressed as _— : 

in Your Own Backyard,” complete receiving end of the questions 

















with the knee-swinging gyrations) mony obviously from union mem- 
~ had peg Ra De a member Of hers. Fitzmaurice answered the 
the singing Thre es. : , 

oS questions — strictly deadpan, and 


Rimmer and Miss Fairfax are 
pleasant singers who lack anima- 
tion, with Bernard Cowan as a 
French waiter stealing the show on 
his comedy clowning. However, 
in subsequent programs, Rimmer! WHAS news director Bill Small 
will be heard against the travelog | and news editor Jay Crouse re- 
backgrounds of Europe's capitals: | Javed the questions to the two reps 
but, for the baritone warbler and | of Jabor-management from a bat- 
the production crew, was this over-| tery of station phones which had 
seas trip necessary? McStay. |been accepting calls all day 

commen WHAS radio aired the audio of the 

MASQUERADE PARTY | program an hour later. 

With Robert Q. Lewis, emcee; Pat; Both Bill Small and Jay Crouse 
Carroll, Jinx Falkenburg, John-) steered clear of any bias in their 
ny Johnston, Jonathan Winters, | reading of the questions. These two 
panelists; others siaffers, perhaps intentionally, 

Producer: Herb Wolf droned out the questions in a 

Director: Lloyd Gross colorless fashion. Voices of each 

30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. lack reasonance, and facial expres- 

TONI sion is strictly deadpan. While the 

CBS-TV, from N.Y. question tossed at the two men 

(North Advertising) were important to the parties in- 

While Arthur Godfrey's “Talent | volved, to the disinterested listener 
Scouts” is on a summer hiatus, that | this one-hour sesh seemed a real 
dog days perennial “Masquerade | s!eep-inducer. So mark it up to 


|dian’'t get riled ‘vhen one listener 
phoned to inquire why the labor- 
management talks were being held 
| in a non-union hotel. 





Party” is filling in—and judging | public service, but a good many 
from the opener (4) is doing a good | gialers would have preferred to 
job ._ |watech the cancelled CBS shows, 

Unlike many of the new quiz)«projog to Summit: Arab Tide” 


shows the format is a simple one, 
minus complicated gimmicks. De- | 
spite its extended exposure over | 
the course of the years, it stands, — 
up as a frothy half-hour interlude. 
Vet moderator Robert Q. Lewis | Telepulse 

executes his chore with finesse and | 

the panelists seem perfectly at 
home On the preem, Johnny | 
Johnston appeared 


and “Ramar of the Jungle.” 
Wied. 











Continued from page 239 eee 


to serve as to the rating biz, had a few words 
anchor man for the panel, with|to say about those instantaneous 
Jonathan Winters offering comic|rating machines that are being 
relief Femmes Pat Carroll and | prepared. He recalled that a few 
Jinx Falkenburg ably got in their | years back, Pulse had such a ma- 
licks, too. |chine but that it never got off the 
Masqueraded quests were the) ground, even though potential 
Nye-Poston-Knotts trio from the| buyers seemed very impressed 
competing NBC “Steve Allen} wien the machinery was first 
Show;” Kathryn Grayson and Peter |demonstrated. In retrospect, he 
Lawford. Lawford’s stint as Sher- wat Giskiilers and net- 

lock Holmes proved the best. surmises that bankrollers and n¢ 
works don’t really need an im- 


ir? - ot t 
snl in all it is entertainment In | vegiate rating a8 opposed to one 
tion being the disproportionate size | measuring audience of three weeks 
of the vein now encircling the me-| to a month earlier. 

dium. Horo. Instant—For What? 

There is even less need among 


WHAT’S YOUR QUESTION? local tv stations for instantaneous 
With Bill Small, Jay Crouse, David | ratings, Roslow maintains, since 
J. Fitzmaurice, Lester H. Means | they don’t even claim, as networks 
60 Mins.; Wed. (30), 6:30 p.m, do, that they will be able to alter 
WHAS-TY, Louisville programs in accordance with flash 
Picking up a hot news story of| ratings. Stations don’t operate 
the week, WHAS-TV, Louisville, that way, he says, and thereby a 
cancelled — “a A time serious problem for advocates of 
for a specia at's Your Ques-| instantaneous ratings is created; 
tion: _ program dealing with _ they are trying to get these plans 
General Electric - International going on a market-by-market basis, 

srotherhood of Electrical Workers sas : 
dispute that caused the strike of |¢Vemtually building to national 
10,000 workers at GE’s mammoth | ©OVerage. = ered geen 
Appliance Park in Louisville on|COVerase can be ac leved, , 
sponsor and tv station support is 








July 28. no 
Station managed to get the|needed. Roslow says it’s not forth- 
touchy controversy before’ the | Coming. 


cameras, with labor and manage-| The various reports that Pulse 
ment both at the same table. Hour-| is going to do on network program 
long program was divided into two} listeners include such qualitative 
parts, and answering questions material as amounts spent for food 
from viewers were David J. Fitz-| and groceries, with results to be 
maurice, IBEW rep whose official resented in t of average 
title is assistant to the chairman oe ‘ erred : aaah 
of the GE Conference Board. He | 200Ve-average, below-average, ase 
answered questions during the first | @%4 number of children in a fam- 
half-hour, phoned in by teleview-| iy watching a given show; coin 
ers, and gave the labor point of | Spent for drugs and toiletries; au- 
view. tomobile ownership and how often 

Lester H. Means, relations and /|the cars are used in the course of 
utilities manager of GE, repre-'the week and so on. 
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THEY LOVE ME IN 


NEW YORK 
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WCBS-TV ... ARB 
Sat., July 12 
11:30 P.M. 







Contact: RICHARD A. HARPER, General Sales Mgr. 
MGM-TV, a service of Loew’s Incorporated 


1540 Broadway, New York 36, N.Y. ® JUdson 2-2000 











| Dr. Engstrom to NBC Bd. 


Dr. Elmer W. 


tors of NBC. He js also senior 








a ————_ «| 
. . a 
becn elected to the ape ond Foreign TV Reviews 
Continued from page 26 ———— } 





executive veepee and a director of 
RCA. 

Dr. Engstrom is assumng the 
position vacated by Josexh V. Hef- 
fernan who has retired to go into 
business for Himself. 


TEX-JINX BERTH HITS 


viewer was always leit wanting | 
more. A children’s song from} 
China, a Hebridean number, a/} 
Mexican lullaby and a religious 
folksong by Bach illustrate the 
variety of his performance and} 
the scope of his subject. | 

For powerful dramatic effect | 
Robeson enacted the last words of | 





KATE SMITH’S NY. SLOT sciscy ™wahel°8%iSel — 


triumph in 1930, when he played | 
the Shakespeare classic in London 
with Peggy Ashcroft as Desdemona. 


Again Mutual finds itself without 
a N. Y. outlet for one of its pro- 


grams—latest being “The Kate’! It was a memorable tour de force. | 
Smith Show.” The essence of his performance 
The 25-minute morning Kate and the key to its success was the | 


intimacy he achieved ‘with his | 
public. He refused to have a 
studio audience in order to make 
his pitch direct to the larger un- 
seen audience. His accompanist, | 
Bruno Raikain, maintained this 
intimacy with his unobtrusive, but 


Smith program was bumped Mon- 
day (4) by WOR Radio, Mutual's 
N. Y. affiliate, which reshuffled its 
lineup to accommodate Tex and 
Jinx McCrary in the afternoon and 
evening. Right now the only par- 





ticipating sponsor in the Kate highly competent, backing. B¥9S34£ | 
Smith show is Reader's Digest. 
Like in other instances where 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 

FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 

With Anton Dolin, Sybil Thorn- 
dike, Markova, John Gilpin, 


WOR Radio has declined to accept 
a network show, WOR will carry 
the spot announcement of MBS in | 
another part of its schedule. Natalie Krassovska, London, 
Blanked out at WOR, MBS is| Festival Ballet, Bishop of Coven- 
airing Bill Stern’s five-minute try | 
morning sports show on WINS, Producer: Anton Dolin 
with WOR delivering the Colgate ara Producer: Doris Barry 
commercial. Net's sustainer, the ao tues ate gw J neg | 


“Arnold Michaelis Interviews,” oa 

5 eae rarer ABC-TV, from Coventry 
has been pic ked up by WNTA, Originally planned as a live show 
| Newark-N. Y. fer a paying audience to raise 


There’s been some talk that MBS 
and WOR, come August, '59, when 
the affiliation contract runs out, 
may come to a parting of the ways. 


funds for the rebuilding of the 
blitzed Coventry Cathedral, this 
program had to be confined to tv 
aiter the Lords’ Day Observance 
cea Society proteste tha i epre- 
, On the news front, WNTA has sented ee ot the Senietn 
initiated talks to pick up the net’s| sg ABC-TV stepped in guaranteed 
morning block of five-minute news- | the coin that would otherwise have 
casts on the half-hour and on the| been raised. and had the “Bishop 
hour. Again it’s a case of WOR of Coventry on hand to do the intro 
not carrying the newscasts al-| honors and let the public have a 
though spotting the commercials. glimpse of the new building that 
is rising from the ashes. 


Artistically, the hourlong show 
had considerabée merit and signifi- 
;cantly ran through without inter- 
4j/ ruption by commercials. But large 
slices, including two concert recit- 

Roving Report als, lacked visual appeal, and the | 

The allowance of $280 granted to ¢izssical dancing by Markova in| 
British tourists visiting the U-.S.|-The Dying Swan” and the Londen | 
formed the basic idea behind this | festival Ballet in “Les Sylphides” | 
Independent Television News pro-| could only attract a limited audi- | 
duction (30). John Hartley, on ITN | ence . 5 
staff reporter, and a camera crew Sh ah Cee 4 on 
went to the States recently to find | table : pi gaye with commen- | 
out how Britons fared on the cash dike's yr ewes ee Sy bil ae | 
allowance and how much they | written Christopher Rael ean y 
could see and do. Although the Sonat h S SSASSal PFOLOg, 
| offering had its serious moments, | mee nls t 7 side, made a| 
the main emphasis was placed on the naeutieanien "tana 
a tongue-in-cheek’ approach. | ci nore pe Pret gy fort A i 

Hartley hoofed it around New ante 2 effort, well | 
York, speke to the natives, looked | “°'th doing for a worthy cause. 
at the sights, squandered a lot of | Myro. 
his dollars on an outsize steak, 
took a gander at the midnight 
scene on Broadway and got varied 
reports from Britishers on how 
they were managing on the cash. 
Some found the $280 enough, | : 
others thought it ridiculous. One| Grossi, Max Eckard, Anja Staeh- | 
|N.Y. hotelier said a tourist could|  nisch, Kaethe Pontow, others | 
|get an airconditioned room for Producer: North West German Ra- 
$7 a day and food at local restau-| dio 
rants for $6. These were special | Director: Ruprecht Essberger 
rates which he hoped would at-| Writers: Stefan and Stefanie Kant | 
tract more tourists. From N.Y.| Camera: Karl-Hermann Joksch 
Hartley took a train to Phila-|75 Mins.; Tues., 8:45 p.m. | 
delphia, “the City of Brotherly West German TV, from Hamburg. | 
Love,” looked at the sights, and| his js the type of comedy which | 
travelled on to Washington, D.C.,/ wii) always find a receptive audi.| 
for a similar jaunt. Program had | ence, There's nothing new or par- 
good entertainment content and ticularly exciting about it, yet it’s 
snowed viewers some worthwhile | skilifuliy written (and directed) 
aspects of American life. The next | has a number of amusing situations | 








_ Foreign TV Followup 

















DIE TAUBE IM 
STUHL 

(Pigeon In The Rocking Chair) 

With Agnes Fink, Wolfgang Eich- | 
berger, Gerda Masuth, Ruth | 


SCHAUKEL- | 








program deals with a = {0 | plus some true-life philosophy to | 

Dodge City. ary. offer and consequently emerges as 

| Suisinastiine jan entertaining tv item. 
Granada-TV’s summer replace- | Title sounds strange but isn't; 


Mrs. Pigeon is a female editor and 
Rocking Chair is the name of the 
weekly paper which has employed 
her as an answer man. She's get- 
ting all sorts of letters, mostly 
from depressed wives who fear 
their marriage is on the rocks be- 
cause of unfaithful husbands, this | 
or that dilemna, etc. Mrs. Pigeon | 
makes the acquaintance of a not 
too happy husband without know- 
ing that latter’s wife is one of her 
writing clients. An illegal romance 
|is in the air, but it’s Miss Pigeon 
who, involuntarily, brings the two 


| ment for its “Chelsea At Eight” 
| Series, “Summertime,” after sev- 
Bee weeks in a 60-minute slot has 
' 
' 
i 


been cut to 30 minutes. Program | 
is an odd mixture of shapeless 
|variety with resident American 
|and Canadian talent, headed by 
Jackie Rae, who handles the em- 
cee duties. Maureen Cannon, the 
'Yank songstress, and the Carlu 
Carter Trio, from Canada, com- 
plete the overseas lineup, The sole 
British contingent in the offering 
| is the resident song and dance line, 
the Granadiers. At show caught 
| (29), the brightest spot was filled 


unhappy ones together again. 
| 


| by U.S. comedian Shelley Berman,|}__ Written by Stefan and Stefanie 
| who lifted the program with some | Kant (no relatives, but the pseu- 
jfunny material about telephoning | donyms for a writing duo), this 
la department store. comedy has a fine plus in the di- 
| The rest of the bill had little | rection by Ruprecht Essberger who 
|new to offer, and after a number | has long had a good reputation as 
|of weeks of familiar singing and|a video director. Very much on 
| dancing, the program has become | the plus side also are the technical 
'dull. Rae sang pleasantly enough, |credits. In the main, that applies 
|and Miss Cannon warbled nicely on | to its settings. 

a couple of numbers. The Carter | Max Eckard and Ruth Grossi 
dance trio filled their spot ade-| convincingly enact the quarreling 
quately, while the Granadiers didj| couple. Agnes Fink, in title role, 
|a standout job on “Lazy Bones." | leaves a bit too much to mere rou- 
Musical support from the Peter|tine. She thereby exaggerates ges- 
Knight orch was good, Bary. tures and mimicry to the extent 





|time any 


; to the daily 





that one is too aware that she’s 
only acting. Wolfgang Eichberger 
portrays an editor in a somewhat 
too jovial a manner, while others 
haven't much to say. Hans. 


—_____ | 


Female Forty-Niners 
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TV affiliates will plug the winners 
and cooperating newspapers on the 
air before, during and after the 
contest, 

‘Stop the Presses’ 

CBS-TV makes it clear that at 
the end of daily activities, the 
winning contestants will go to a 
communications center where they 
will “file” their stories. Press de- 
partment personnel will assist 
them, if necessary, in the prepara- 
tion of their copy to be sent by 
Western Union or direct teletype 
to the cooperating newspapers, 
Newspaper personnel will, to varye 


ing degrees, edit the daily “let- 
ters” within the terms of their 
tieup agreement. 

CBS-TV says this is the first 


such project has been 
undertaken on so vast a scale and 
estimates it will cost $50,000, but 


| figures it money well spent inas- 


much as it should result in en- 
hanced public relations among 
American homemakers. In addition 
byline pieces by the 
49 winners of the Televisit Week, 
CBS-TV feels assured of grabbing 
additional space from _ picture 
breaks of the women representa- 
tives meeting celebrities, wire serv- 
ive stories and subsequent maga- 
zine and other print media spreads. 
It is furnishing its affiliates with 
a comprehensive promotion kit 
containing tv slides, ad mats for 
cooperating newspapers, glossies 


| of CBS-TV daytime performers, on- 


air promotion, contestant announce- 

ments, trailer tag copy, station 

break announcements, etc. 
CBS-TV Logistics 

More than four months in the 
making, the Televisit Week proj- 
ect is the result of intensive work 
on the part of numerous depart- 
ments’ including programming, 
legal, affiliate relations, press, pro- 
motion and Bud Brandt Associates, 
the outside publicity organization 
hired to adrenalinize CBS-TV day- 
time programming publicity. 

Some of the nation’s leading 
dailies are cooperating in the hunt 
for the gal tv reporters who are 
assured of eight days in a “glam- 
orous world of flash bulbs, klieg 
lights and backstage excitement.” 
Among the cooperating dailies are 
the Anchorage Daily Times, San 
Francisco Examiner, Rocky Moun- 
tain News, Hartford Times, Balti- 
more Evening Sun, Buffalo Eve- 
ning News, Columbus Dispatch, 
Portland Oregonian, Dallas Times 
Herald and Pittsburgh Sun Tele- 


MURRAY 
| ROSS 


Musical Director 


















“Haggis 
Baggis” 
NBC-TV 
* 
HOllis 8-4901, New York 

















AVAILABLE 


Young producer-director. Excellent 
overall exp. own educational, thea- 
trical film productions. Sound busi- 
ness background. Desire parmanent 
position requiring ability, imagina- 
tion, Integrity. Write VARIETY, Box 
V 8658, 154 W. 46th St., N. Y. 36, 
for resume and sample prints. 
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ABC Radio Bags a 
Best July 


It's 
working on a program schedule 
that is considerably smaller than 
in any recent year, earned more in 
advertiser dollars last month than 
in any July of the past five years. 
July, normally a slow month, saw 
ABC sign net business of approxi- 
mately $1,500,000, two-thirds of 
that coming in the last half of the 
month 

Since the middle of July, ABC 
signed eight new bankrollers, plus 
two renewals and a sked extension 
by a third 

Don McNeill's “Breakfast Club” 
drew six of the advertisers: An- 
gostura, Magla ironing boards, 
Mentholatum, Musselman foods, 
Puritron air-freshers and Wright’s 
Silver Cream. All begin their runs 
in the fall, 

Cadillac bought five nights of 
John Daly news starting Sept. 29, 


and Beltone Hearing Aid has de- | 


cided on a new skein of Paul Har- 
newscasts for the 8:55-9 a.m. 


vey 
strip as of Sept. 30. GMC Truck 
& Coach, now sponsoring the 


nightly Howard Cosell sports show, 
has signed additionally for five- 
minutes a night of news at 6:45, be- 
ginning Sept. 3. 

Two religious renewals, signed 
early in July, were Voice of Pro- 
phecy Inc. and Dr. Thomas Wy- 
att’s “Wings of Healing,” both 
Sunday half-hours, 


~ ‘TW-Radio Summit 


umm Continued from page 29 














geal 
nicians are making progress along 
many lines, especially in new light- 
weight tv cameras. The summit 


conference may be the opportunity, | 
it is hoped, to unveil some of this | 


new equipment. 

ABC, like NBC and CBS, also 
is devoting considerable thought to 
how best it can handle the upcom- 
ing conclave. 
in charge of news, plans to bring 
in his various overseas bureau 
heads and has asked broadcasting 


officials at the UN to assign ABC |! 
a tv booth in the Security Council | 


where, according to present plans, 
some of the summit gatherings will 
be held. 
has its own facilities in the Coun- 
cil Chamber. A UN pool camera 
provides coverage for tv networks. 


Daly also plans to redesign his net- | 


work's facilities in the General As- 
sembly Building in case he cannot 
obtain additional space in the 
smaller Security Council chamber. 
In addition, ABC will make use of 
itis mobile units in the city for di- 
rect pickups via the Empire State 
Building to its netwerk master 
control on West 66th St. 


ccm 


Caesar Says 


mn CONtinued from page 2 


that he had signed the ITV con- 
tract before he knew Caesar was 
booked for England. 

It is a fact that many of the 
Henderson scripts come from Cae- 





— 








sar’s American ex-“Show of 
Shows.” Producer Max Liebman 
sold Hylton 45 hours of scripts 


covering the shows from 1950 to 
1954. 


Though Caesar claims that he} 


has consulted his lawyer and reg- 
istered a complaint with AR-TV, 
his manager Hal Janis told Va- 
RIETY: “We don't want to make a 
big issue of it and we don’t want 
particularly to blame Henderson. 
He may be a victim of circum- 
Stances. But we've stated our 
case and now leave it to the Brit- 
ish public’s sense of justice.” 





New Ad Medium: Shoes 


Rochester, Minn., Aug. 5. 

Ben Sternberg, newspaper col- 
umnist here, suggested that “if 
the boxing commission permits 
Pete Rademacher to fight again, 
the sponsor of the bout’s telecast, 
if there is one, only can get its 
moneys worth by putting a com- 


mercial on the bottom of Rade-| 


macher’s shoes.” 


Rademacher, previously an ama- 
teur, has been knocked out 
early in both of his only two 
heavyweight fights. The first one 
for the title wasn't televised. 


ironical that ABC Radio, ¢+——— 


At CBS, it is reported, tech- | 


John Daly, veepee | 


As of now no tv network | 


$1,500,000 Month, 
in Last Five Years 


Ballcasts 





Grigsby’s 


For Athletics in K.C.' 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 

Midseason change has brought 
| Bill Grigsby into team with Merl 
| Harmon in play-by-play broadcasts 
| of the Kansas City Athletics Amer- 
jican League games which are car- 
| ried over a regional network of 50 
| Stations. Grigsby replaces Ed Ed- 
| wards, who had been on the job 
here about two years. 
| Shift means fulltime broadcast- 
| ing work for Grigsby, who has been 
doubling in brass in sales and 
| Sportscasting with KMBC and 
; KMBC-TY. The Athletics games 
originate over KMBC. 

The change was made by Guy 
| Patterson, head of Majestic Ad- 
vertising, Milwaukee, the Schlitz 
agency. 


Pearson’s K.C. Return 
Kansas City, Aug. 5 
Johnny Pearson is set to return 
| to Kansas City as radio production 
| director, a new position, at KCMO. 


| He is scheduled to take up regular | 


chores 
Aug. 18 
| Pearson was program director of 
| WHB here for some time before 
|joining the Katz Agency as pro- 
| gram consultant. Recently he has 
| been with ABC in New York as a 
| program executive. 


including some air work, 


Ashley-Steiner Sales 


Continued from page 29 aa 





Life” for the Theatre Guild and 
|Ralph Nelson signed to do the 
Hume Cronyn and Jessica Tandy 
starrer, “Man in the Dog Suit.” The 
Norman Barasch - Carroll Moore 
|play, “Make a Million,” with Sam 





| Levene, is set to open in October 
}and will be directed by Ezra Stone, 
lalso an Ashley-Steiner client. 
|Courtney Burr has optioned “The 
General’s Other Son” by Andrew 
|McCullough, for fail production 
|and another Ashley-Steiner client, 
Abe Ginnes, is co-author with Ira 
Wallach of the George Abbott cum- 
edy, “Drink To Me Only.” Reginald 
|Rose has been signed to do the 
book for the Kermit Bloomgarden 
production of “Cry for Happy’ 
and Max Ehrlich’s “Man in Com- 
mand” has been optioned by the 
Theatre Guild, 

In pictures, the agency set Lumet 
to shoot the Sophia Loren-Tab 
Hunter starrer in New York and 
Meade Roberts was signed to do 
the screen version of Tennessee 
|Williams’ “Orpheus Descending,” 
while Abby Mann goes to work on 
the script of a new Anthony Quinn 
| starrer. 


CBS Radio’s New Coin 


Three additional names have 





| 


been added to the current list at | 


CBS Radio. 

Foster-Milburn Co. has bought 
five-minute units of the network’s 
daytime dramatic series and Food 
Specialties Inc., and Cowles Mag- 
azines have ordered “Impact” seg- 
ments. 





Hollywood, Aug. 5 
When “Rifleman” bows on ABC- 





producers Jules Levy and Arthur | S¢ . 
Gardner, who are co-producing the | tv’er to his credit, and Pat Fielder, 





ABC-TV's Repeating Gun; ‘Rifleman’ 
To Bow With Already Seen ‘Grey’ Pilot 


terns but screened dozens of wrii- 
ers to find a few that could work 


TV Sept. 39, show will set some | with their concept of a dramatic 
sort of precedent in that the pre- | show in a western setting, which 


miere episode will constitute a re-| they feel is not the same. Two of 
peat telecast. “Rifleman,” first | th ares . Gat thee 
telefilm effort of theatrical film|‘™® S™Pters al de . 

screenwriter who's only had one 


done tv 


series with Four Star Films, was | Who’s never 

first shown last spring on the Emphasis will be short on plot 
|“Zane Grey Theatre” series as ajlong on characterization and con- 
j pilot; Benton & Bowles tv bossman | flict Levy & Gardner feel they 
;}Tom McDermott (for Procter &| can't get enough story into a half- 
|Gamble) liked the pilot so much | hour to go into complicated story- 


| that he decided it will be used as 
| first episode, repeat nothwithstand- 
ing. 

Series was one of the first new 
fall entries sold last spring; what 
happened was that when Levy & 
Gardner completed the script, Wil 
liam Morris office submitted it to 
B&B for them. McDermott asked 
|to see the finished film, and after 
viewing the print, signed for the 
show for P&G (Miles Labs and 
| Ralston moved into sponsorship 
|}when the show was set in their 
Tuesday time slot on ABC-TV) 
Subsequently, it was shown on 
“Zane Grey.” 

Levy & Gardner are thankful for 


jtheir early start, especially since | Glasgow, 


a new char- 


lines; they'll introduce 

acter into every half-hour vis-a-vis 
star Chuck Conners and moppet 
Johnny Crawford, who plays a 
widower and his son living in the 


20 
OoUS 


west in the 1 


Scot TV Talent Quest 


Glasgow, Aug. 5 
A nationwide talent search is be- 
ing conducted by Scottish Televi- 


they are new to the medium. They | Peebles and Kilmarnock 


have got 20 completed scripts on 


sion, the indie program company 

Aim is to gather in much of the 

untapped talent among. singers, 
dancers and comedians 

Auditions have taken place in 

Aberdeen, Dundee, 

Talent search is being super- 


hand and have finished four ne vised by Rai Purdy, director of pro- 
films for the show. Their pri | grams, and Geraldo, w.k. English 
mary concern is for scripts; they | bandleader, and musical director 


|didn’t bother with writers of. wes- 


at Scottish Television. 




















= 


a) 


! 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| 


| 


Bosco 
Carter's Products 


Clearasil 
Halo 





Luden's Cough Drops 





Who Was Our First National Sponsor . . . 
And Many Thanks Also To: 


Pepsodent 
Peter Paul's 
Popsicle 


Sargent's Dog Remedies 
Scotch Tape 


7-U 
Mounds 





Shulton Men's Products 
Vicks 
Welch's Grape Products 


Dick Clark 








1 On the first birthday of AMERICAN BANDSTAND— 


A Special Thanks to General Mills (Hi Pro, Cheerios, Bisquick) 
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__ 4 MUSIC VARIETY 
Jocks, Juk d Disk 
OCKS, svUKeS AN ISKS | Album Reviews 
By HERM SCHOENFELD | 
| 
Craig Brown (20th Fox):;|MERRY WIDOW WALTZ” (Gar-| “The Best of Stan Freberg | Blues” (Vanguard). The honky-tonk 
“MUSTN'T LET HER KNOW” |land*), the popular classic, turns | Shows” (€apitol), A consistently | Piano style, which has come back 
(Delstone*), a ballad with a good up in one of Roger Satins rich | clever satirist in his series of ~ a ing rs * - the a. 
ric i ifty . ’|pianistic versions. “NEA $i eg _ | talgie return to the fashions o 
lyric idea, gets a nifty vocal by | pianistic versions | |Capitol singles, Stan Freberg’s | and 40 years ago, has a cracker- 


(Supreme*), the oldie gets a good | 


Craig Brown who could make it C 
rhythm keyboard ride. 


big with this one. “DOLLY” (Del- 
stone?) is familiar stuff. | Roberta Sherwood (Decca): 

Val Anthony (RCA Victor): “RO- | “DICKIE, DIC KI E BLUEBIRD” | 
MANCE ROYALE” (BVE*), an ex- | (Jimskip*), catching rhythm tune, 
cellent class ballad, gets a solid| gets one of Roberta Sherwood's | 
vocal with considerable commercial | vigorous vocals which extracts | 
impact. “MY BABY IS BLUE”! maximum values from the mate- | 
(Jefferson*) is a neat, simple bal- rial. “LOVE IS  A-BREAKIN’ | 
lad also effectively vocalled. | Ronn Cummins (Felsted): “CIN. | 

Anita Bryant (Carlton): “BE|DERELLA ‘NEATH A BEACH | 
GOOD, BE CAREFUL, BE MINE” | UMBRELLA” (Village*) is a cute 
(Camelot*! is a nifty ballad idea!|seasonal item which Ronn Cum-| 
stylishly projected by this song-|mins handles in pleasing style. | 


| 


Best Bets 





eS ee eee MUSTN’T LET HER KNOW 
SE. Seb eitee ce sede edo sive He a Dolly — 
a Sey RE eR ROMANCE ROYALE | 
PE Sn cap eeleecess chuvis By Baby Is Blue 
py eee BE GOOD, BE CAREFUL, BE MINE 
(Cariton) ...... aeiteG maine cpa ae bak .... Dance On 
TINA ROBIN ...... Patats Pie ee A LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME 
SE) bis ate sateen. * We All Gotta Live In This House 








— 


stress for strong potential.,;“YOU THRILL ME” (Village*) is 
“DANCE ON” (Southern*), lilting | another good rhythm side with a 
Latin tune is also nicely delivered. | clever lyric. | 

Tina Robin (Coral): “A LITTLE! Ruth McFadden (Tiara): “MY 
BIRD TOLD ME” (Bourne*), the; BABY’'S COMIN’ HOME” ‘Scep- 
Evelyn Knight hit of some years ter’), a fair rhythm number, is 
back, comes back in a rousing vocal | belted strongly by this songstress, 
by Tina Robin who could repeat. | but she can’t save this material. 


= 


LAWRENCE WELK 


Presents the 
LENNON SISTERS and 











LARRY DEAN 
(On Brunswick No. 55075) 
“Have You Ever Been Lonely?” 
B/w “Bubble Gum” 
ane Ne 








No Occupational Tax 
For Firms Piping In 
Music by Leased Wire 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Companies which furnish record- 
ed music to taprooms, etc., over 
leased wires, upon payment of a 
coin, after the patron has ordered 
the record over the wire, are not 
responsible for the occupational 
tax on coin-operated amusement 
devices. However, the company 
must pay the tax on leased wire 


Fl} | series ber 
| wheeling and free-swinging paro- | 





“WE ALL GOTTA LIVE IN THIS | “IF YOU HADN'T GONE AWAY” 
HOUSE” (Rylen*), an inspirational 
number, is effectively bounced. 

Charles Magnante (Grand 
Award): “VOLARE”  (Robbins*) 
gets another strong instrumental 
slice via the fancy accordionistics 
of Charles Magnante. “BLUES 
SKIES OF NAPLES” (Record 
Songs*) is a melodic entry, also 
Italo-flavored. 

Jesse Belvin (RCA Victor): “VO- 
LARE” (Robbins*) gets another 
strong slice by this blues singer 
who gives a lucid reading lyrics. 
“EVER SINCE WE MET” (Freed?*) 
is a solid ballad effectively handled 
with a moderate rocking beat. 

Ray Charles (Atlantic): “MY 
BONNIE” (Progressive*), the old 
folk song, turns up in a heavy- 
handed rocking-revivalist version 
by this blues singer. “YOU BE 
MY BABY” (Progressive*) is an 
okay entry in the rhthym & blues 
genre. 

Wanda Jackson 
“MEAN MEAN MAN” (Central*) a 
driving rhythm number with a typi- 


(Capitol]):| time of an EP platter, these ex- 


cal blues lyric, gets a spirited vocal | 


by Wanda Jackson, but the impact 
is specialized. “OUR SONG” 
(Lowery?) is a routine country- 
styled ballad. 

Roy Hamilton (Epic): “EVERY- 
THING” (Eden?*), a romantic ballad 
ag: a highly intense performance 

y Roy Hamilton who sounds as if 
he’s slightly over-doing it. “WAIT 
FOR ME” (Abbott?) is a bright 


rhythm number done in revivalist | 


style. 

Bell Sisters (Brad): 
THING JAPANESE” 
a pleasing oriental-flavored item, 
brings back the Bell Sisters, the 
moppett team of some years back 
which clicked on the Victor label. 
Once an offbeat-sounding combo 
before the advent of rock 'n’ roll, 
the Bell Sisters’ vocal flourishes 
now sound very tame. “HONEY 
BABY” (Brown & Regan-Brad- 
mar?) is a strictly routine rhythm 
number. 

Jack Carroll (Decca): “BY ALL 
THAT'S BEAUTIFUL” (Cronwell*) 
joins the current trend of Italo 
songs with a fine melody and poe- 
tic lyric which Jack Carroll han- 
dies effectviely. “WACKI 
WACKI” (Midway*) is an easy-to- 
take Hawaiian-type entry. 

The Tune Rockers (United Art- 
ists): “THE GREEN MOSQUITO” 
(Dinas?) is a jumping instrumental 
with a couple of offbeat instru- 
mental effects as its distinguishing 
peg. “WARM UP” (Dimas?) is 
more of the same. 

Lindsay Crosby (RCA Victor): 
“GONE CHOCOLATE SODA WITH 
TWO STRAWS” (Emes*), a clever 
item angled for the teenagers, is 


“SOME- 


tailormade for this Bing Crosby | 
(Sher- 


offspring. “DING DING” 
man) is another cute piece of juve 
material. 

Russ Regan-Laura Lane (ABC- 
Paramount): “JUNIOR, JUNIOR 
JUNIOR” (Melba-Brad-Mar*) is a 


silly takeoff on the “Purple People | 


Eater” with doubtful prospects. 
“I NEVER KNEW” (Melba-Brad- 
Mar?) is an okay rocking ballad de- 


(Bermuda?), | 


tiane Legrand; 


| 


| 





livered with the usual vocal tricks | 


by Russ Regan. 


Roger Williams (Kapp): “THE 


| service for the amount paid to the 


(Shapiro-Bernstein*), the oldie, 
phone company, 


gets am okay slow rocking version. 

Moe Klein (Crystalette): “AL- “It*is held,” Internal Revenue 
RIGHT PRIVATE” (Hilder*+), aj|Service has just ruled, “That no 
comedy idea to a rocking beat, has | liability for the occupational tax 


a couple of laughs, obviously tar-|on coin-operated amusement de- | 


vices is incurred.” 

But, continues IRS, “such a mu- 
isical terminal device would be 
considered to be a coin-operated 


geted at Elvis Presley. “FLYING 
LOXBOX” (Hilder?*) is another in- 
strumental with some comedy in- 
terpolations. 


Be ow Ar LR rel amusement device if the patron 
catching variation on the Latin were able to hear recorded music 


by the mere insertion of a coin, 
|token, or similar object, with no 
}telephone conversation or manual 
operation of a phonograph being 
required.” 


standard with incidental vocal ef- 
fects scattered amidst the swing- 
ing instrumental. “ROCKIN’ CE- 
LINTO,” a traditional Latin tune, 
is also bounced for strong results. 








*ASCAP. *BMI. 


India Song Ribs Rock 
New Oelhi, July 29. 
Rock ‘n’ roll will be featured in 
a forthcoming Indian film, “Love 
Marriage.” Song, as yet untitled, 
has been soundtracked by singe> 
Mohammad Rafi 
by Subodh Mukerji Productions, of 
Bombay, with the team of Shankar 





Extended Play Disks | 
“La Parisienne” (United Artists). 
Compressed into the short running 


cerpts from the French pic score 
pack more weight than most 
soundtracks on full LPs. Numbers 
ron mec! the lilting title theme; an 
interesting scat song, “Duo du Bal- ikis as te directors 
con,” excellently handled by Chris- and Jaikishan as music directors. 

another compell-|. Influence of American music on 
ing jazz number, Paris B.B.” by the its popular Indian counterpart is 
same songstress; and “Un Peu de |Conspicuous, and the new song ribs 
Toi,” a eharming instrumental bal-|not only rock ’n’ roll but also the 
lad. A sexy drawing on the jacket |prevalent musical habit of setting 
of the pic’s star, Brigitte Bardot,|lyrics in Indian language to occi- 
also helps. ‘dental tunes. 











Pic is being shut | 








‘| |talent gets a more extended show- 


lease in this double LP made up 
lof excerpts from his 1957 radio 
on CBS. Freberg’s free- 


dies, interviews, pseudo documen- 
taries and sketches add up to a 
click comedy package of which 
there have been relatively few on 
|}wax. Among the highlights are 
“Kiderly Man River,” a poke at 
network censorship; “Incident at 
| Los Varaces,” a blow at Las Vegas; 
“Freberg in Advertisingland”; and 
“Herman Horne on Hi-Fi.” 
| Perry Como: “Como’s Golden 
| Records” (RCA Victor). This entry 
could be considered as Como’s 
biography in the disk biz since 
1945, wrapping up 14 of his 1,000,- 
000 sellers. Comprised of the sides 
as originally recorded, the set in- 
cludes some songs, such as “Till 
The End of Time,” “Prisoner of 
Love,” “Because,” which have 
taken their place in the standard 
cutalog. However, some of the 
Como hits, such as “Hot Diggity,” 
“Papa Loves Mambo,” “A-Hubba- 
Hubba-Hubba,” shape up as novel- 
ty flashes of a particular moment. 
Why, incidental, was the fine Como 
| ballad hit, “If,” not included in 
| this wrap-up? 

Bill Haley & His Comets: “Rock- 
in’ The Joint” (Decca). The limita- 


tions of the rock 'n’ roll idiom are | 


graphically spotlighted in packaged 
form. Although Bill Haley and his 
combo have the capacity to blow 
|*em down on any given single num- 
ber, when the sides are presented 
jin bulk, the impact steadily runs 
down as the monotonous elements 
in the rocking beat take over, Even 
an occasional ballad entry, like 
“How Many,” 
overall one-note quality. 


“Anita O’Day Sings The Win-| 


ners” (Verve). Currently at the top 
{of her form, Anita O'Day again 
| gives one of her topnotch jazz per- 
formances in this songalog. In the 
repertory are such unusual vocal- 
istic items as “Sing, Sing, Sing,” 
| “Take The A Train,” “Night In 
Tunisia,” “Four” and a couple of 
| jazz pieces on which Miss O'Day 
|}exhibits some brilliant scatting. 
|} Among the legit standards are 
|““Tenderly,” “Body and _ Soul,” 
“Frenesi,” “Peanut Vendor” and 
‘My Funny Valentine.’ 

| Leo Smit: 
| Jazz” (Dot). This is actually a long- 
|hair set parading in jazz clothes 
The longhair composers, such as 
Stravinsky, Hindemith, Milhaud, 
Tansman and Copland, may have 


intended to write jazz, and occa- | 
its | 


sionally they come near to 
spirit, but their styles reek of seri- 
ousness. Even George Gershwin, 
who was steeped in the pop-jazz 


tradition, fails to bridge the gulf | 


jin his “Preludes.” Pianist Leo 
Smit performs this experimental 
j Jaz disk with authority. 

Bobby Henderson: “Call House 
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PARITY 1() Best Sellers on Coin Mac 


- PATRICIA (6) . 

- POOR LITTLE FOOL (6) 
- WHEN (2)... 

. SPLISH SPLASH (4) 


ereee 


eee ee 


. IF DREAMS CAME TRUE (3) . 

- EVERYBODY LOVES A LOVER (1) 
- YAKETY YAK (8) 
. FEVER (1) . 

. JUST A DRAEM (1) 


eee oeee 


eee ee ee | 
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NEL BLU DIPINTO DI BLU ............ ° , 
sore) 


REBEL ROUSER 

PURPLE PEOPLE EATER 

WESTERN MOVIES 
ssa neo Sots wal RO VNE Ghd WE ee beacon culnee was 

ENCHANTED ISLAND MY eT UeT To Tee Leer eee 

LEFT RIGHT OUT OF YOUR HEART 

PADRE . 

LITTLE STAR 

A CERTAIN SMILE 
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Prado Victor 
Ricky Nelson ......... 


Kalin Twins ....... 


Imperial 
oe uae Cee 


Bobby Darin ......0000+--Atco 
Elvis Presley ...... ere 
PRE BOONE icsidiahwens cen Dot 
oo Ree Ue Columbia 
a BE Cr re er Atco 
PROG G06 kiicireckaows Capitol 
Jimmy Clanton ....... ABC-Par 
Domenico Modugno ... Decca 
Bede Martin ...cccervce. Capitol 
Ene Te os sn cecccen- Jamie 
GRED Wooley .cccccéccces MGM 
To Ee eee ee Deman 
FOR BOO oo scntss . Carlton 
Four Lads ...........Columbia 
POE POR swsscpeccecs Mercury 
TO SEES Ai cds itiecccs Decca 
Elegants . APT 
Johnny Mathis....... Columbia 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 


hardly relieves the | 


“The Masters Write | 


hines i i | 





jack exponent in Bobby Henderson 
who whips a program of old stand- 
ards in swinging style. His book 
ranges from “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band” through “St, Louis Blues” 
and “Diga Diga Doo” to “There'll 
Be Some Changes Made.” 

Knuckles O’Toole, another top- 
notch antique keyboard artist, is 
also represented on to Grand 
Awards label with a program of 
ailtime ragtime hits, including: 
such oldies as “Nola,” “Raggin’ 
The Scale,” “Old Piano Roll Blues” 
and a dozen others. O'Toole plays 
vith an infectious verve and the 
recording quality is standout. 
| Al Hirt: “Swingin’ Dixie” (Audio 
Fidelity). From New Orleans, Al 
Hirt’s band is im the dixieland 
|niainstream with a slick brand of 
| jazz blowing. Hirt, on trumpet, 
gives a swinging lead to his combo 
on a blend of classics like “Tiger 
|} Rag” and “When The Saints Go 
| Marching In,” and more modern 
‘raaterial, including “Caravan” and 
|‘ And The Angels Sing.” 
| Moe Koffman Quartet: “The 
Ghepherd Swings Again” (Jubilee). 
Moe Koffman’s combo, which 
struck gold in the pop field with 
li‘ts “Swinging Shepherd Blues” 
hit, is a more or less dedicated 
jazz combo of the modern school 
which plays cool, polite and listen- 
able music. Any resermblance be- 
tween it and pop music is strictly 
accidental. Included in this pack- 
age are some original works by 
Koffman, tagged with titles like 
“Flute Salad,” which has a catch- 
ing melodic idea, and “Bermuda 
Schwartz.” 

“Jan Peerce In Las Vegas” (RCA 
Victor), A switch-hitter in either 
|the operatic or pop fields, Jan 
Peerce’s vocalistics have always 
had wide acceptance among mid- 
dle-brow audiences. In this packe 
age, he offers a sampling from his 
Vegas nitery routine, a collection 
of dozen familiar pieces all belted 
with power and sensitivity. The 
songalog includes numbers like 
“You'll Never Walk Alone,” an 
aria from “Pagliacci,” “I Believe,” 
“Around The World,” “My Yid- 
dishe Momme” and Peerce’s big 
pop hit of many years ago, “The 
Bluebird of Happiness.” Joe Ries- 
man’s orch backs up neatly. 

} Herm, 





‘Songs of Solomon’ Set 
To Jazz in Indie Album 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
| Audio Fidelity'’s Sid Frey is mov- 
ing onto new ground with a 12- 
inch LP of “Songs of Solomon,” 
|which integrates original jazz 
themes with dramatic sequences 
adapted from the biblical story. 
Project was packaged for the label 
| by two Chicagoans, hausfrau Mrs. 
|E. Leonard (Lois) Solomon and 
Paul Raffles, co-owner of the Black 
‘Orchid nitery here. Duo is com- 
mitted to Frey for two-a-year over 
j the next two years. Initial effort 
| was scripted by Mrs. Solomon, with 
|cleffing by nitery band topper 
| Marty Rubinstein, who put togeth- 
|er a quintet for the tape sessions. 
Character portrayals are by 
| Windy City thesps Schauneille 
Perry, Charles Francisco, Beverly 
| Younger and Gordon Gould. All 
have been employed many times 
| past for Shavian readings spon- 
| sored by Shaw Society of Chicago, 
| which Mrs. Solomon sparkplugged 
| into existence two years ago with 
the Chi observance of Shaw's cen- 
| tenary. 


| Anka Flips Nips 
| 





Tokyo, July 29. 

Paul Anka remains the hottest 
| thing on records in Japan which 
jhas been the case since “Diana,” 
j|his first local release was put on 
the market for ABC-Paramount by 
King Records in February. “Diana” 
has sold 84,000 copies. “You Are 
|My Destiny,” released in March, 
|has rung 71,000 times at the cash 
|registers while May release “Crazy 
| Love” has sold 36,600 at this date. 
| Anka’s LP, a June issue, has seen 
- of 7,000. 
| Next month, expected Anka re- 
j|leases here are “Pity Pity,” “Sing 
|Sing” and “Verboten.” The possi- 
| bility is still open of Anka’s mak- 
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~ ASCAP: Hard Life on the Potomac 


Washington, Aug. 5 

Slowly, the hard way, ASCAP has been learning the facts of life 
—Washington style. It found that virtue is not necessarily its own 
reward, especially if the other side has better contacts with mem- 
bers of Congress. 

It has learned the lesson over the years in its fight to have 
jukeboxes placed under the Copyright Act. Despite what is re- 
garded as the solid merit of its position, ASCAP has been unable 
to make much headway—chiefly because songwriters and music 
publishers are concentrated in New York and L. A., while juke- 
box operators are located in every Congressional district of the 
United States. 

Now, as this Congress draws close to the end of its life, ASCAP 
writers have learned again — this time in their efforts for the 
Smathers Bill and to eliminate an alleged monopoly of broadcaster 
control of, and favoritism toward, BMI songs. 

Again, there has been the jolting reminder that songwriters 
and publishers are concentrated in New York and Hollywood, 
while virtually every Congressional district is dotted with tea- 
kettle radio stations feeding rock 'n’ roll and hillbilly recordings 
throughout the livelong day. Add to the BMI side the more widely 
scattered hillbilly composers, the television stations, and the na- 
tionwide broadcasting networks, and ASCAP faced an almost in- 
surmountable battle from the start. 

But—and observers here are universally agreed on this—ASCAP 
failed to make the kind of clear-cut case against BMI that would 
win if justice were the only yardstick in Washington. ASCAP said 
loudly and strongly, “They are so favoring BMI music unfairly 
on the airwaves.”” BMI came back and retorted, “We are not.” 

An& that is about the way the picture stands today. There is con- 
siderable doubt here that ASCAP has laid a foundation on which” 
it can build a strong case and get action in the next Congress. 

ASCAP finds itself in a peculiar position. Almost its sole hope 
would be a life preserver tossed by the Anti-trust Division of the 
Justice Dept., which clobbered ASCAP with an antitrust consent 
decree some years ago. 

The record of the case is being turned over to Antitrust for 
study. If Antitrust finds signs of an illegal BMI combine against 
ASCAP music, then ASCAP has a chance to win. If the Justice 
Dept. finds nothing illegal, ASCAP can probably make more tries 
than Robert Bruce's spider, without grabbing a brass ring in Wash- 
ington 

rhe hearings, which took 13 days scattered over a period of more 
than four months, wound up with Judge Samuel Rosenman as 
final “surrebuttal witness” for BMI. 

He described the ASCAP case as an “unabashed, public exhibi- 
tion of traving for monopoly.” He said “surrebuttal’ witness was 
a bad title because there had been no rebuttal worthy of the name 
by ASCAP and, therefore, he had nothing to answer. He also 


claimed ASCAP writers are contributing 5° of their royalties to 
finance the hearings before Congress and the suit against BMI 
in New York. _ 

_— — — 








Brit. Cleffers Gasp for Air (time); 
BBC Playing 897, Foreign Tunes 


London, Aug. 5. + 
Action to get “fair deals” for} 
British songwriters in Britain, who | 
are being nosed out by American 
tunesmiths in the air time stakes, 
is being launched by a joint com-| 
mitiee representing three cleffing 
organizations 
The committee, 
the Songwriters’ 
Britain, 





Swing It, Prof 


New Haven, Aug. 5. 
Mel Powell, quondam jazz pian- 
ist who switched to serious sym- 
phonic music composition, will take 
over as an instructor in the theory 
of music at Yale School of Music 
in September. Powell's career, be- 





which comprises 
Guild of Great 
the Composers’ Guild, and 


the Authors’, Composers’ & Copy-/|tween his 1940 entry as pianist for 
ists’ Section of the Musicians Un-|Glenn Miller and Benny Goodman 
ion, is in constant battle with the |and the Eli music chair, has in- 
BBC's disk programs department, | volved a considerable variety of 


activities including arranging and 


which, it claims, is airing an un- , 
fair proportion of foreign tunes. |conducting for radio networks and | 
To illustrate this point a check|picture studios; commissions for 


was made recently which resulted |symphonic works for the American 


in the following disclosures: Out|Music Festival and the Kousse- 
of 118 sides played during eight | vitzky Foundation, and articles and 
programs, 105 (89°) were foreign, |reviews for music publications. 

including 90 Yank recordings, ‘and! In joining the Yale faculty, 
only 13 (11%) Brifish. Over the! Powell will be returning to the 
whole period of February the BBC|alma mater from which he re- 


itself stated that record shows of |ceived a Bachelor of Music degree | 


pop music cont ained 76.2° ( foreign | in 1952. 


cme ‘Brit’s Cut-Price 
War by Jupiter; 





Commenting on 
the Songwriters’ 
are “scandalous,” and poses this 
point: “How long would an Amer- 
ican radio executive retain his job 
if his disk programs contained 
76° foreign material and only 
24% American? Our guess is that 
he would be out inside a week.” 


these figures, 
Guild says they 


Repeated attempts to get the 
BBC to up the amount of canned 
air time given to British songs London, Aug. 5. 
have been only partially met. The} The cut-price record war in 


Britain will start on Oct. 1 when 
a new label, Jupiter, backed with 
the resources of Henry Selmer, 
Ltd., will hit the market with 25 
EP titles retailing at 90c—about 
half the normal price. 

The Selmer organization 
formed a new company, 
Plastic Industries Ltd., 
the operation, and an 


BBC however, claims that its ne- 
glect of British titles is a direct 
result of the few British releases 
by the diskeries. The composers 
retort that if more air time were 
given to their works, old and new, 
it would make the recording com- 
panies sit up and take notice, and 
release more home products. 
Warm On Pic Pacts 

A warning to British composers 
not to sign any contracts with film 
companies which 


has 





to cover 
associate | 


by Monty Lewis, will handle the 
include clauses promotion and exploitation. 


that could deprive them of any due | 
(Continued on page 52) 


4Continued on page 52) . 


25 EP's at 9c 


Musical & | 


company, Rainbow Records, headed | 


TO TIGHTEN 0.0. 


With Harry Fox, agent and trust- 
ee for most of the top publishers, 
now collecting royalties for his 
clients at the rate of $10,000,000 
annually, the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn. is now separating 
its accountancy setup from the ad- 
joining Fox office. MPPA, which 
offers Fox's service to both mem- 
bers and non-members, thas just 
designated the CPA firm of Arthur 
Young & Co. as its accountants. 
Joe Fenton, of Fenton & Prager, 
continues as Fox's accountant. 

A few months ago, Fox opened 
|an office in Hollywood to police 
| the diskeries on the Coast. While 
in the old days, there were com- 
paratively only a handful of disk 
companies from which to collect, 
currently, the publishers have to 
0.0. the books of hundreds of labels. 
The major companies generally are 
scrupulously correct in their roy- 
alty payoffs, but the Fox office has 
run into continual difficulties with 
some chiseling indies who shave 
costs by sharp bookkeeping prac- 
tices, and with some outright boot- 
leggers who don’t pay royalties at 
all. A series of legal actions, insti- 








|of the Fox office, has resulted in 
|clearcut court decisions which now 
(Continued on page 52) 


Decca 6-Mo. Net 
Drops to $76,370 
Due to U's Losses 


| Decca’s net earnings nosedived 
sharply during the first six months 
|of this year due to the diskery’s 
share in the undistributed losses of 
its film company subsidiary, Uni- 
versal Pictures. Decca reported a 
consolidated net for the half-year 











HADRY EY FOX, MPPA Capitol s Here We Go Again’ Burn At 
Conkling Personnel Raid for WB Label 





Conductor Into Abbey 


Marshall, Tex., Aug. 5. 

Max Madrid, music coordi- 
nator in the local schools and 
conductor of the Marshall 
Symphony Orchestra, has re- 
signed both positions. He has 
entered the Benedictine or- 
der at the Holy Cross Abbey 
at Junction City., Colo. 

He will serve as a lay broth- 
er to direct choirs of the order 
and will continue his studies 
of the Gregorian chants. 


London ‘Studies 





~ Stereo-Only LP 


tuted by Julian T. Abeles in behalf | 
| heads 


But for Future 


London Records is studying a 


stereo-only policy for its classical | 
But Harry Kruze, who | 


repertoire. 


the London operation, 


scotched talk that the label was) 
| abandoning the monaural LP for 
|} a stereo push on its whole line. 


According to Kruze, only the 
buyers of longhair repertoire are 
custom-made purchasers of stereo 
disks but still a London policy of 


| issuing stereo-only on the classical 


| line is only 
|He also pointed out 
| aren't 


in the talking stage. 
that there 


enough stereo machines 


| around yet to warrant an abandon- 


ending June 30 of $76,370, which | 


is queal to 5c per share on the 
1,527,401 shares of capital stock. 


This year’s total contrasts sharp- | 


ly with the corresponding period | 


of last year when the diskery re- 
ported earnings of $1,742,600, 
equal to $1.08 per share on 1,602,- 
501 shares. Although Decca’s 
share in Universal earnings have 
been a positive factor in the disk- 
ery’s financial statements when 
the picture company was making 
profits, the Decca treasurv is now 
feeling the impact of the downturn 
in the Universal operation which 
began about a year ago. 

While there’s no breakdown in 
earning setup, Decca’s diskery has 
| been maintaining a steady growth 
over the years with the annual 
sales gross now over the $25,000,- 
000 market. 


PITT’S WAMP-NBC 
IN ‘TOP 40’ BURIAL 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Effective last week, WAMP, NBC 
owned & operated station here, 
initiated a major change in its 
| musical programming. Rock ’n’ roll 
| and other raucous tunes in the so- 
called Top 40 charts will be 
dropped. 

General manager H. W. 
Shepard said that a major upheaval 





and that many stations have been 
| abandoning a vast segment of Pitts- 
| burghers who have no taste for 
| what’ s been dominating the air- 
waves. Chiefly affected by the move 
| will be WAMP'’s afternoon deejay, 


ment of the monaural LP. And in 
the pop field, he pointed out, it 
would be a foolish business prac- 
tice to issue Mantovani LP’s in 
stereo-only at this time. 

London Records is the U.S. disk 
subsidiary of British Decca. 


10 Disk Jocks to Stage 





| 


+ Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


In developing the operation set- 
up of the recently formed Warner 
Bros. label, diskery’s prexy James 
B. Conkiing and his national sales 
chief Hal Cook are stepping on the 
toes of Capitol Revord execs. The 
Cap boys are burning over what 
they consider “raiding” of their 
personnel by the WB heads. 

During the past couple of weeks 
WB has wooed away from the Cap 
ranks two key men in New York 
and one from the Chicago branch. 
It’s understood that Glen E. Wal- 
| lichs, Cap prez, is steaming over 
this flagrant romancing of his staf- 
| fers because the Cap org spends 
| lots of time and energy in the 
— of an efficient staff opera- 

tion. 

| Another facet of the Conkling- 
Cook hiring policy that’s rankling 
Wallichs is that it happened once 
| before when Conkling and Cook 
shifted from Capitol to Columbia 
and started luring some of Cap’'s 
key staffers to the Col stable. Con- 
kling had been in artists & reper- 
toire at Cap when he moved in as 
prexy of Coumbia. Cook, who had 
been national sales chief at Capitol, 
followed Conkling to Columbia a 
few years later to take over as 
veepee in charge of sales replac- 
ing Paul Wexler. Latter, incident- 
ally, is now heading the eastern 
office for the newly formed Colpix 
label, a subsid of Columbia Pic- 
tures. 

The “raiding” which stirred up 
Cap execs’ ire came about after 
Anthony Natuello, Sy Segal and 
Seymour Greenspan turned in 
their notices to move to WB. Na- 
tiello had been Cap’s operations 
manager in New York while Segal 
was a key salesman for Angel Rec- 
ords, line recently acquired by 
Capitol. Greenspan had been op- 
erations manager for the Angel 
setup in the Chicago area. 

Other Capitol men who've joined 
the WB org since its formation are 
Vic Chirumbolo, manager in the 





| Newark area, and Jim Gordon, who 


Record Hops in Europe | 
As Defense Dept. Reps. only Norm Goodwin, a former Col 


handled Capitol’s new defunct 
Prep line in Hollywood 

Although both Conkling and 
Cook are also ex-Columbia men 


branch manager, has been tapped 


The Dept. of Defense has tapped | from Col’ s ranks so far. 


the National Council of Disk Jock- | 
eys for a goodwill European trek 
Council has set 10 deejays to take 
off Aug. 7 on a 21-day — of 
European countries in whitch 
they'll stage record hops and plat- | 
ter shows a la U. S. shindigs. 
The deejays may take in some 
of the areas under State Dept. su- 
pervision but as yet is still mulling 
whether it wants rock 'n’ roll disks 
exposed overseas. The jocks plan 
to take 40 to 50 of 1958's bestsell- | 
ers along with them and if no word | 
comes from the State Dept., thev’ll 
stick to the Defense Dept. setup. | 
The Jocks will stage the shows for 


RCA Bows Tape 


- Cartridge Line on 


Sept. 19; $10 Top 


RCA Victor has set Sept. 19 as 
the kickoff date for its stereo tape 
cartridge line. Originally an- 


| nounced for a June shipment, the 


|the members of the Armed Forces | Stereo tape cartridges were tem- 


| stationed in Europe and for the 
leivilian population in the areas | Of factory engineering facilities re- 


'ston; Lad Carleton, WKJR. Man- | ie 


(Hank) | 


they visit. 
The deejays on the trek will in- 
clude: Paul Berlin, KNUZ, Hou- 
chester (N. H.); Peg 
WHB, Kansas City; Buddy Deane, | 
WJZ-TV, Baltimore; Elliot Feld, 
KFWB, Hollywood; Larrv Fischer, 
KTSA, San Antonio; Phil McLean, 
WERE, Cleveland: Tom O’Brien, 
WINS, N. Y.: 


F,'die 


| Detroit. 


Art Pallan, KDKA, | pena 
| Pittsburgh; and Clark Reid, WJBK, | Puente. Ray McKinley & 


Glenn Miller Orch, original cast al- 


porarily delayed due to over4taxing 


| sulting the demand for stero disks, 
There will be 16 stereo tape cart- 
ridges in the initial release. 

From October on, Victor will re- 
ase approximately 15 tape cart- 
ridges per month embracing pop 
}and Red Seal repertoire. Included 
in the initial release are tapes by 
the Ames Bros., Julie Andrews, 
Frankie Carle, Jerome Hines, The 


Band of the Coldstream Guards, 
Horne, Paul Lavalle, Tito 
the New 


Taped and filmed stories of the | bum of “Jamaica,” the soundtrack 


junket will be aired by stations} album of 
is taking place in Pittsburgh radio | around the country while the jocks | 
| are on tour and after they return. 





Seeco Gets Master 


Seeco Records has picked up an 
album master from indie producer 


| Barry Kaye, one of the first pro- | Dickson Hall and slated it for na- 


ponents of rock 'n’ rol! here when 
| the station was WJAS before NBC 
bought it. 


Dale, 
| spinner recently brought here from 


coordinator by Shepard, 


| tional reelase during the first week 
in August. The LP is titled “Songs 
That Were Censored in the Hills” 


To keep the change steady, Rex | and was etched by hillbilly deejay- 
WAMP nighitime platter- | singer Sid (Hardrock) Gunther. 
Album purchase is part of See- | bowing in the pop market 
All releases will be of American | Cincinnati, has been named musical | co’s 


“Stronger Summer Sales | 


} Drive.” 





“South Pacific,” Mela- 
chrino, Morton Gould, the Chicago 


| Symph and the Boston Symph 


The manufacturers national sug- 
gested list prices on Victor's stereo 





tape cartridges will range from 
$4.95 to $9.95, compared with 
stereo reel-type nationally adver- 

tised prices of $8.95 to $18.95 

‘ ° ’ 

Wakely ‘Popping 

After years as a country & 
western singer, Jimmy Wakely is 
He's 


making his pop entry via his own 
label, Shastone Recerds. 


MTSIC 
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Disk Artists On the Move 


Diahann Carroll to UA; Col ‘Inks Mumford; Hayes’ 
Joins Kapp; Siesics to Sunbeam 


+ 


United Artists diskery has} 
nabbed thrush Diahann Carroll to. 
a deal which calls for two LP’s and | 
four single sides. 

Miss Carroll previously waxed | 
for RCA Victor where.she cut the | 
LP, “Diahann Carroll Sings Harold 
Arlen” and for Vik where she was | 
released with the “Best Beat For- | 
ward” LP. 

In recent weeks Miss Carroll 
has been getting potent tv ex 
posure guesting on Jack Paar’s 
NBC-TV show. On Aug. 14, she’s 
set for a date at the Riverside, 
Reno and at the end of August 
she returns to Hollywood for a 
featured stint in Samuel Goldwyn’s 
“Porgy and Bess.” — 

Gene Mumford, lead singer with 
Billy Ward's Dominoes for the past | 
two years, will emerge as a sola 
crooner under the Columbia ban- 


| Los Angeles deejay, who said mu- 


Nippon’s Native Bests 
Toyko, July 29. 

Frank Nagai’s “Yurakucho 
de Aimasho” (Let’s Meet at 
Yurakucho) was bestselling 
disk by a local artist in Japan 
for first six months of 1958, 
with sales of over 315,000 for 
Victor. Nagai followed up with 
“Nishi Ginza Ekimae” (In 
Front of Nishi-Ginzd Station), 





Monterey Site of Coast’s 
Ist J-Festival; College 





also a hit. Other Victor ps 

1 | sellers for period include Ko- 

Sets Up a Chair of Jazz ichi Miura’s “Gaito” (Street 
Monterey, Cal., Aug. 5 | Lamp), Nakai’s “Yogiri no 


First Coast jazz festival will be| Daini” (Night Fog) and Miura’s 


=. Pe é Song) 
held at the Monterey County Fair-| Funauta” Gestnan . 8’. 
il th of Fri Hibari Misora’s ““Hatoba Ko- 
| grounds, 100 miles south of Frisco, zo” (Waterfront Waif) was 


Oct. 2 to 4, with profits going to| 
establish a Chair of Jazz at Monte- | 


Columbia’s biggest hit for seg- 
ment. It was followed by Ichiro 


rey Peninsula College—first chair} Kobe's “Jyudai no Koiyo Say- 
fi i U.S. coll | onara” (Farewell to Teenage 
” tn eae . es , Love), Columbia Rose’s “To- 
Working with Coast festival kyo no Bus Girl” (Tokyo Bus 
execs is Louis Lorillard, founder of Girl), Kazuya Kosaka’'s “Seis- 
the Newport (R. I.) Jazz Festival. | -_ re ee 
: ; an iyoko Shimakura’s 
General manager for the event | “Hanayome Toge’ (Bridal 
is Jimmy Lyons, former Frisco and Pass). 


Yujiro Ishihara and Haruo 


ner. Mumford is part of Col’s re- : . . : : a a 

cent pacting binge which includes | sicians expected to participate in-| Minami led Teichiku sales. 
such as Les Paul & Mary Ford, | clude Louis Armstrong, Dave Bru-| Ishihara’s “Arashi o Yobu 
Gloria Lambert, Jennie Smith, | beck, Paul Desmond, Cal Tjader,| Otoko” (Man Who Caused a 
Carl Perkins, Johnny Cash, Kitty | ode Mulligan, Billie Holiday, Storm) was topper. 

Kallen and Judy Holliday. As part Modern Jazz Quartet, Andre Prev-| Michiya Mihashi headed the 
of the Dominoes, Mumford was | im, Shelley Manne, Red Garland,| jist for King. His “Osabara 
heard on such disclicks as “Star | June Christy, Rudy Salvini, the) Tokyo” (Farewell Tokyo) and 
Dust,” “Solitude” and “Deep Pur- | Mastersounds, Virgil Gonsalves “Osage to Hana to Jizosan” 
ple.” He’s set for a date at the | #94 Brew Moore. | (Young Girl, Flowers and 


Riverside Cafe, Reno, next week | 
and follows with a stint at the 
Flamingo Hotel, Las Vegas. 


He was tapped to Liberty by Jane | 
Gibbs, eastern revresentative fot | 
the diskery, who'll also act as his | 
personal manager. Willy Nelson’ $ | 
first sides are scheduled to be cut | 
within two weeks. Platter will be 


a coupling of “Susfe” and “No 
Dough.” | 
Over at Kavnv Records, prexy 


Dave Kapp added Bill Hayes to 
his roster. Hayes had been with 
Cadence where he cut the clicko 
“Ballad of Davy Crockett” and 
with ABC Paramount. Hayes’ first 
sides will be “Summer Love” and 
“He'll Take You As You Are.” 

The Vansuard Jabel pacted sing- 
ing comedienne Mae Barnes. In) 
her first Vaneuard release she'll 
be backed bv Buck Clayton (trum- 
pet), Aaron, Bell (Bass), Jo Jones 
(drums), and Ray Bryant and Ray 
Tunia on piano. Miss Barnes cur- | 
rentlv is appearing at New York’s 
Bon Soir. 

Tommy Valando’s Sunbeam la- 
bel continued its roster buildup 


|of forum discussions during the 

Added to the Liberty Records | festival and Gregory Millar and his 
fold last week was Willy Nelson, | Frisco Little Symphony will per-| 
Ricky Nelson's 14-year-old cousin. | form. Five concerts, in all, will be | 


with Dick Haymes, Lonnie Satin | 


and Barbara Carroll. Both Haymes 
and Satin previously recorded for 
Capitol Records. Miss Carroll for- 
merly etched under the RCA Vic- 
tor banner. Also on the Sunbeam 
roster are Lillian Briggs, the De- 
John Sisters, Jerry Granahan and 
Eddie Fontaine. 

Meantime, over at the Epic 
stable, artists & repertoire chief 
Joe Sherman tagged comedian 
Arnold Stang 


to a longtermer.. 


Stang recently etched “Lotsa Luck, | 


Charlie.” for MGM in tandem with 
LeRoy Holmes. 


ABBY GRESHLER BUYS 
INTO PEERLESS ALBUMS 





| 


Abner J. Greshler has bought | 


Into the Peerless Album Co., man- 
ufacturers of album. jackets and 
allied products such as souvenir 
albums and special album covers 
for home recordings and tapes. In 
the buy-in, Greshler was also 
elected director and veepee of the 
firm. 

Peerless has earmarked a $500,- 
000 improvement and expansion 
plan. In the blueprint stage are 
another factory in California and 
an expansion of the sales force. 


Peerless now produces 16,000,000 | 


album jackets a year. With new 


capacity plans company is gearing | 
for a production mark of 145,000. 


a day. 

The deal was set through Gresh- 
ler's Barrington Productions firm. 
Peerless is prexied by Norman D. 
Ravis. Herbert Ravis is senior 
veepee. 





Piano Magic inc. authorized to 
conduct a publishing business in 
New York, with capital stock of 
100 shares, no par value. Directors | 
are George Goodwin, Louis Fried- 
man and Charles Sanford; Harry 


A. Schwartz, 1650 Broadway, iid | 


filing attorney at Albany. 


Stone Image”) were his win- 
ners. Trailing were Hachiro 
Kasuga’s “Izakaya” (Street 
Stall), Hiroshi Mifune’s “Tokyo 


In addition, jazz columnist Ralph | 
J. Gleason will moderate a series! 





Inside Stuff—Music 


A report in the British Sunday Pictorial that the BBC was intensi- 
fying its security in an anti-disk plugger campaign has been denied. 
The Pictorial story mentioned that apart from tightening up its reg- 
ulations, the BBC intended to scrutinize letters and postcards from the 
public which named disks for request-programs to make sure they were 
genuine. The long-standing BBC rules concerning pluggers, which it 
is alleged, are often overlooked, include: limiting the number of times 
a particular platter is aired in one week; that new disks put forward 
for selection for programs must be finished pressings which have been 
paid for by the BBC; and that records selected must not be aired un- 
til two days before they go out on the market. These regulations, a 
BBC spokesman said, had always been in force and would remain so. 








RCA Camden's recently issued album of “John McCormack Sings 
Irish Songs” has sparked some sheet music biz for some of the old 
tunes in the set. In the package of old McCormack recordings are tunes 
like “Little Town In The Ouid County Down” and “That Tumble Down 
Shack In Athlone,” both written by Richard W. Pascoe (lyrics) and 
Monte Carlo and Alma M. Sanders (music). Monte Carlo, incidentally, 
was the writer, Hans Von Holstein, who dropped the German-sound- 
ing monicker during the First World War. Pascoe, who lives in Detroit, 
was in New York last week making the rounds of publishers with new 
songs. 





Rock 'n’ roll ribs are hitting the disk market now. Al Alberts’ (of 
Four Aces) tune, “Slick Slacks,” is due out shortly by Dave Gardner 
on Decca. And Quality Records in Canada has issued “Go to Sleep, 
Little Susie,” a spoof on Everly Bros.’ “‘Wake Up, Little Susie.” It’s 
written and disked by a truckdriver and a welder, both of Toronto: 
Cliff Short, 24, and Jerry Banks, 23, cousins known professionally as 
Cliffy and Jerry. They won a recording contract offered as top prize 
on a CKEY, Toronto, talent show. Harry Maselow, Quality a&r chief, 
| picked them and their tune. 
| 








Jerry Dexter, deejay on radio station KENO, in Las Vegas, launched 
|a stunt Thursday (3) for charity which ties in with the formal open- 
ing of the downtown California Club casino. Dexter will play a slot 
machine for as long as he can stay awake. Coins will be furnished by 
Phil Long, the club’s owner, and all winnings will be contributed to 
the City of Hope, which gives free care to victims of cancer and TB. 
Dexter plans to do his radio program from his perch in front of the 
slot machine, and will interview various headliners from the Las Vegas 
| Strip hotels. 








































































































































































































Dayori” (Letter From Tokyo) : 
and Michiya Mihashi’s “Gui- Boston-based Herb Pomeroy orch is going ballroom. Change in 
| given. | tar Kamome” (Seagull Guitar). Continued on page 47) 
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National 2 1 pliaielsitl 2\f i isiéi J lela so | | 
Reting eiSiSia eS Se elslsi<igieisie|gie) bis 
This Last gelgi2\ii\s ge |'|813 eiZieislelslei3|é 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Sip (SIBIZ ZISISISISIZI6IS\ZlElzlaleial 
— a —— ee ——— — 
PEREZ PRADO (Victor) 
1 2 ~=swPattricia . 3 2 1 1 oie Se 1 7 1 9 4 i 4 2 S§ 32334 
RICKY NELSON (imperial) a SR 2, a i esi 
2 1 Poor Little Fool o wkga meena 8 8 3 1 2 1 4 3 S 2 8 4 1 8 9 5 107 
DOMENICO MODUGNO (Decca) ‘oc, ke arent tk a ee ee 
3 10 Nel Blu Dipinto Di Blu................. 1 1 1 6 5 10 2 6 8 1 1 79 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) ca” tek ee, 
4 14 Everybody Loves a Lover ........... 9 9 5 7 eS 2 1 6 6 6 9 56 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) re wot San oo Se 
—_—- 2a (itiitttes A a OO 8 a oe 8 Be i OM | 50 
DUANE EDDY (Jamie) oe eo ty 
6 7 Rebel Rouser 5 ; 8 6 4 Se. 6 7 2 9 .. 49 
JOHNNY OTIS (Capitol) — — —_ 
7 9 Willie & Hand Jive 5 6 2 9 3 2 5 oo eh ae 
ELEGANTS (Apt) ~ ar 
8 11 Little Star ores ee se 7 ere a ee ee ee ee liek ck alas ee 
KALIN TWINS (Decca)  /. — - 
9 NE AOS folk Oasis o.slagiselkke, Weula Kane 7 8 3 a 10 8 7 #+T 40 
PAT BOONE (Dot) —— 
10A 18 If Dreams Came True................... 4 9 4 6 5’°5 4 7 39 
COASTERS (Atco) po mae —e - 
10B 4 Yakety Yak oS 6 8 7 1 39 
DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) — 7 
10C Nel Blu Dipinte Di Blu Prerey eT Se oS 1 2 39 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) -——¢ 
I eee eee eee 4 5 9 S.@ 3 38 
JACK SCOTT (Cariton) - Cai 
14 17 #£=xMy True Love Si cer Te 6 “—" 7 8 4 7 3 31 
BOBBY DARIN (Atco) a ‘i 
15 a... Splish sh Splash err 7 se. Mee Eire ee Ss S&S eee ee as | 
JIMMY CLANTON \ABC-Pan — 
16 15 Just a Dream Wet ae ee: oe 1 10 24 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) tenes 
17 = King Creole .... PC en re 3 6 10 5 8B 23 
PATTI PAGE (idercery) ay 
18 24 Left Right Out of Your Heart........... 10 8 4 3 10 20 
SHEB WOOLEY (MGM) 
1S 32 Peeps Poaple Esler ....... «2.00.0 ccece 2 10 4 17 
FOUR LADS (Columbia) 
20 13 Muchanted Ifand ..................:... 8 9 6 5 16 
PONYTAILS (ABC-Par) 
21A 23 Born Too Late TT es 3 10 
JOHNNY MATHIS— (Columbia) - 
21B 25 ~A Certain Smile .. 4 ’ 8 10 
~ DANLEERS (Mercury) — 
ee we eee 3 A 10 9 
~ FRANKIE AVALON (Chancellor) 
244 EPL? 0d cia ds ks ok bearets a 9 5 8 
JERRY BUTLER (Falcon) 
24B 16 For Your Precious Love 5 9 m 8 
‘ 
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long-standing policy of concerts only came as a result of requests 
from New England ballroom ops interested in cashing in on the 
band’s popularity. For the dancehall dates, Pomeroy will feature a 
blend of standards arranged in the jazz idiom and a brace of terp- 
time originals now being added to the book, he said. He will high- 
light individual band members in solo instrumental spots, but has | 
not yet decided on whether to include a vocalist in the new format. 








Joe Boucher, who, at 60, owns a standout collection of old-tune 
sheet music and teaches his own method of playing the piano, turned 
up as a stubborn objector to Ottawa's new by-law making it an offense 
to cross an intersection against a red traffic light.- Arrested on the 
charge, he was ordered to pay a $5 fine or spend a day in jail. He 
took jail aithough the magistrate gave him a week to think it over 
and offered another week for the same purpose. Boucher refused to 
pay the fine, spent 88 minutes in police custody and returned to 
freedom with unbent convictions that Ottawa's traffic laws were unfair. 





Prexy Paul E. Murphy of the National Assn. of Music Merchants ac- ' 
cdlades composer-conductor Meredith Willson as one of the industry's 
“best salesmen” per the latter’s “Music Man” hit on Broadway. States 
Murphy: “In dramatizing the oldtime institution of the oompah band 
with his catchy music, he has provided somewhat of an antidote to | 


rock ‘'n’ roll antics and stimulated interest in playing band iastru- | 
ments ... Even though the school-level youngsters haven't seen the | 
show, they've heard enough of ‘76 Trombones’ to want to play one.” 


As with a number of other pop songs of recent years, “Dream 
World,” which the Four Coins have cut on Epic, started out as a 
radio jingle,-for Slenderella reducing salons. Larry Wellington, blurb 
writer for United Film Studios in Chi, authored the original com- 
mercial ditty and sold it outright to the client. Slenderella then had 
it expanded into a ballad entry, giving Wellington authorship credit 
on the label. The jingle, by the way, is still being used in some 
Slenderella markets. 





Audio Fidelity label’s Sid Frey has pacted longhair maestro Alfred 
Wallenstein to a three-year contract and will leave with him for 
recording sessions in Europe around mid-September. Wallenstein 
will use members of the London Philharmonic for the sessions. He 
formerly was a fixture on radio’s “Voice of Firestone” series, and 
later helmed the Los Angeles Philharmonic. 





British Disk Bestsellers 


London, Aug. 5 

All I Do Is Dream Everly Bros. 
(London) 

Hard Headed Woman. ved 
(RCA) 

oe. a ee Preps 
(Capitol) 

Hands ) - 

Tulips Amsterdams -BYetaves 
(Decca) 

2 Rea ee Holly 
(Vogue-Coral) 

When . Kalin Twins 
(Brunswick) 

Twilight Time ...... Platters 
(Mercury) 

Endless Sleep ......... Wilde 
(Philips) 

Return To Me ....... Martin 
(Capitol) ~ 

Street You Live .....Damone 
(Philips) 





| deduction, 
| ed 
| Freeman 
| son 





Welk Packs ‘Em Into Carnegie Hall 
With 136 Gross: But It’s Tovr's Lowest 





Mpls. Honors Well 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Here this week for a one-nighter 
concert at the 24,000-seat baseball 
stadium for which he’s receiving 
$20,000 plus 5% of the remaining 
gross after that payment and taxes 
Lawrence Welk receiv 
Minnesota Gov. O. L. 
and Mayor P. K. Peter- 
North Star Centennial 


from 


the 


| award and the Minneapolis Honor- 


| ary 








L. I. Jazz Fete Pulls 


7,000 in 2 Weekends 


The Great South Bay Jazz Festi- 


five-concert series which ran ove 


| val drew close to 7,000 people in a 


r 


two weekends (July 26-7 and Aug. 


1-3) at East Islip, L. I. It was spot’ 


second annual jazz bash. 


s 


Fest’s second weekend got un- 


derway Friday (1) 


with United | 


Artists Records on hand for on- 


the-spot tapings. 
Lambert Singers, the 
Adams Quartet, 
and the Fletcher Henderson Al 


Stars under the direction of Rex 


Stewart. 


Patrons of the festival are Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Everett Tanner. 





Among the jazz- 
| sters who appeared were the Dav 


e 


Pepper | 
Bob Brokmeyer 


l- 


|use MGM's Bloomfield, 


Citizens awards, 

This is Minnesota Centennial 
Celebration year and the Welk 
band’s concert is one of its princi- 
pal entertainment events. Welt, 
a native South Dakotan, spent 
much of his career in this area 
before going to the west 
where he skyrocked to the top. 


respectively. 





Hooks’ Monocle Diskery 


Cleffer Jerry Hooks is spreading 


into the disk business via the 
launching of Monocle Records 
The first release, however, by Bill 


Mack, will go out on the R&H label 


which was absorbed by the Mono-| 
\cle firm. 
|carry the Monocle banner. 
In addition to Mack, Hooks has 


All future releases will 


pacted Warren Evans, formerly 
jwith Decca, and monotagged 
}thrush Geraldine. Diskery will 


headquarter in New York and will 
N.J., plant 


| to press its platters. 














RETAIL ALBUM BEST SELLERS 


* Lawrence 


coast | 
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ei | =|e| TIS} $/8, 2/8/88 ,i 8] Oo 
_ Sililinléi sil Sisi 8] a)/Ois/ §/ | } 
National plelmlelisizigi2 i SIS Sle lis lez i(slEisié I 
Rating . S\Fl\EBl\s Bislé€iasi«¢ £\¢ ‘z ae >| 3 | N 
This Last PigiZ(8/2 2/2213) 2/8) l/s i8 Ele] 8) sl sit 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Zim le (BIRAI*MFIO(Slal ala SIS iS ie licainialsia!s 
~ JOHNNY MATHIS (Co! umbia) 
(1 2 __ Johnny's Greatest Hits (CL 1133) 5 3 8 142 5 4 4 2 5 3 Lb 9 2 4... 18 
SOUTH PACIFIC (Victor) 
2 _1__ Soundtrack (LOC-1932) .... win + 2.8 Seale Ss ee 1 9 8 2 1 113 
MUSIC MAN (Capitol) 
3 3 Original Cast (WV (WAO 990) eshte. Ae 9 64 #3 ze re | er 9 3 8 2 3 3 2 99 
GIGI (MGM) 
4 4 Seundtrack ‘FE 3641) : ‘ 1 10 1 1 > & 2 3 4 Se Oo ea 93 
~ WAN CLIBURN (Victor) _ y 
5 : ee Tchaikovsky Concerto ‘(LM 2250) _— 1 1 10 63 1 1 1 7 1 2 10 3 91 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) — 
6 7 Sing Along with Mitch (CL 1160) a ee . ee oO, xs 7 > 2 7 66 
SOUTH PACIFIC (Columbia) 
TA 6 _ Original Cast (B-2579-80) ........... 2 4 10 7 4 eo: ow: .: 35 te 
MY FAIR LADY (Columbia) 
_TB 3 il |__ Oviginal Cast ‘CL 5090) a i met zz 6 q 4 3 7 5 “ _55 
~~ RICKY NELSON ( (Imperial) 
& 10 Ricky Nelson (Imp 9048) ed pede nie? =. ees cad « 6 8 wo 5 27 
~ JONAH JONES (Capitol) 
10 19 Swinging on Broadway ‘T 963) - é 7 2 25 
MANTOVANI (London) 
11 8 Gems Forever (LL 3032)......... 8 5 8 7 g 6 23 
RAY CONIFF (Columbia) 
12 14 S’Awful Nice eee 6 8 3 6 21 
PAT BOONE (Dot) 
1312 Stardust (DLP 3118) ..............-- 7 5 10 5 9 19 
TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) 
14 9 Nearer the Cross ‘T 1005) ........... 5 10 10 6 69 8 18 
DAKOTA STATON (Capitol) 
15A_ 21 Late Late Show (T 876) ............-- 7 ne 6 ~ 16 
LESTER LANIN (Epic) 
15B 15 Goes te College (LN ere 8 9 6 5 16 
LOUIS PRIMA (Capitol) 
17 18 #£=Las Vegas Prima Style ‘T 1010)....... 7 1 14 
SHEARING & STATON — k 
18A In the Night (T 1003). ee ee. 8 8 12 
GLENN GRAY (Capitol) 
18B Sounds of Great Bands (W 1022)...... “Ea ee -: ae ee 7 12 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 
18C 13 Golden Records (LPM 1707) .....-.--- ‘ 9 I. 12 
FOUR ACES (Decca) 
21 23 Hits From Hollywood (DL 8693)...... 3 8 ll 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) 4 
22 Cole Espanol (W 1031) ...........+-- os : 8 10 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) 
234 Come Fly With Me (W 920)........-- 10 9 10 a 9 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) 
se OC le Ue eae ae 8 7 6 9 
OKLAHOMA (Capitol) 6 10 
25 16 Soundtrack (SAO 595) .......-...++- 10 x 








Welk’s “champagne 
hes been putting a glow on 
around the country 
the past week. It’s further proof 
that a hefty tv rating goes hand 
in hand with a strong coin take at 
auditorium and concert hall tills. 
But it’s also more to the credit of 
maestro Welk ‘hat he can pull in 


; music” 
| the boxoffices 


his fans at a $6 top and give ‘em 
just what he’s been dishing out 
for free over ABC-TV every Satur- 
day night for the past several 
years. 


He started his personal appear- 
|ance tour in Milwaukee July 27 
and will wind up an 11-date sched- 
ule in Kansas Ciy tomorrow 
(Thurs.). The reaction to Welk for 
his date in New York’s Carnegie 
Hall Friday (1) is typical. The ads 
went into the New York dailies 
July 13 and within two days the 
house was sold out. At a $6 top, 
lthe da‘e drew $13,000 in a the 
2,700 seater. It was the smallest 
take of the trek since house had 
the smallest capacity of the tour 
and Welk played only one show. 
| Dick Gabbe, of Gabbe. Lutz & 
| Heller, Welk’s manager, figured 
they could have sold out Madison 
Square Garden but the tour was 
set up hurriedly and Carnegie was 
all they’ could get. 


Gabbe’s Madison Square Garden 
reference apparently is not wild 
guessing on his part since he 
pulled off a hefiy coin score there 
a few years azo when he set up 
Liberace for an evening's diver- 
tissement. And who's to say that 
the Liberace fans and the Welk 
partisans aren't molded from the 
| same pattern? Both are square and 
sellable 


kK “live” is much the same as 
Welk on camera. He hits hard 
with the “one-and-.wo-and-three- 


and four” and the audience eats it 
up whether he’s going through a 
|“My Fair Lady” score a current 
pop like “Honeycomb “There's 
no acquired musical taste needed 
to dig the Welk beat. It’s simple, 
straightforward and makes no de- 


mands on the listener. It’s prob- 
ably part of Weilk’s showmanly 
savvy that he doesn't give his 
musical display more involvement. 

And the same formula is care- 
fully followed by his vocalist con- 
tingent of Alice Lon, the Lennon 


Sisters and Larry Deane. They're 
in and out laying down the simple 
lyric values 

Rundown of Welk’s tour thus far 
is as follows: Milwaukee, $35,000; 
Cleveland, $28,000; Philadelphia, 
$24,000: Buffalo, $35,000, and Bos- 
ton, $28,000 Gros. 


——— ee 


Welk’s Corn Pulls More 
Coin Than Freed’s Beat 
| In Boston Arena Stand 


Boston, Aug. 5. 

Lawrence Welk may be square to 
the hipsters, but he exerts just as 
much emotional response, frenzy 
lor what have you for his femme 
|fans, as the rock 'n’ rollers do from 
theirs. 
| This was evident at Boston 
Arena Thursday (31) where Welk, 
in for one-nighter, cracked the 
band record with sellout of 7,000 
jat $5 top and standees. As a mat- 
iter of fact, he pulled more heavily 
\than Alan Freed’s “Big Beat” show, 
last musico combo into the spot, 
|which resulted in the now famous 
| Boston rock ‘n’ roll riot. 
| Welk, who jumped down off the 
| stage to work his dancing with the 
|femmes bit, was nearly mobbed by 
|a shrieking pack of distaffers, all 
| in the over 35 group, and had to 
| be helped back by two gendarmes. 
| Several refused to take “no” and 
jclustered in front of the stage de- 
|manding to dance with Welk. 

Vet observers said it was the 
“strangest” aud they had ever seen. 
Composed entirely of adults, most 
of them with snow in their hair, 
they were tv fans of the first order. 
Each man in Welk’s aggregation 
was given.a rousing reception and 
the aud knew each and everyone 
from tv exposure. 

Welk’s Boston Arena stand was 
istrange too exploitation wise. 
There just wasn't any. Outside of 
WHDH-TY, Channel 5, which car- 
ries his tv program and carried 
announcements of the date, there 
was little else. Tv got the credit 





‘for the Welk sellout. 
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HEADED FOR THE CHARTS! 








TO NY RCA VICTOR 
PERKINS 1 


* 22 98 eee 8 £2 8 8 





THE NEW 


TONY PERKINS ¥,soc 
FROM MY HEART... 


...AND HERE IS HIS 
SOCKO NEW SINGLE! 


MOON-LIGHT SWIM 


SHE USED TO BE MY GIRL 


47/20-7295 


, - 


" WATCH FOR THESE NBC-TV SHOWS, IN COLOR AND BLACK AND WHITE: THE BOB CROSBY SHOW, 
THE INVESTIGATOR, TIC TAC DOUGH, AND THE PRICE 18 RIGHT, THEY'RE ALL SPONSORED BY RCA VICTOR 4) 
—e|O SPOR LOPPORE Oe OF pene 


NT EN aS 
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New York 


Marty McNeely taking over for 
Ross Mulholland as deejay at 
KMBH, Dearbdrn. He'll spin the 
morning show at out of Detroit's 
Sheraton-Cadillac . .. Lee Laur- 
ance opens at the Montauk Manor, 
Long Island, Saturday (9) 
Thrush Lorris Saunders began a 
two-week engagement at the Gold- 
en Slipper, Glen Cove, L. I. yester- | 
day (Tues.).. . Bobby Scott setting | 
up a cross-country deejay tour for | 





~ On The Upbeat 


for BBC-TYV, 








“Words And Music” 


| 


(31). 





San Francisco 
Dick Haymes and Fran Jeffries 
held over at Fack's II... . Black- 
hawk has Max Roach booked for 


Sept. 16, Billie Holiday for Sept 
Gerry Mulligan for Oct. 17... . 
| Frank Goulettre’s band into the 
| Sail’N. .. . Richie Ferraris quartet 


replacing Jack Ross band at the 
Fairmount’s Tonga Room. 


his first Verve album, a packaging | Julie Mason’s joined the Sal Carson 


of Lerner-Loewe tunes . 
Francis, MGM thrush, set for a 10- | 


day tour of the British Isles start- | Culver, 
| Spencer band, now delivering mail 


ing Aug. 15. 


The indie Palladium label has rage J Sur, 
| 


pacted Brazilian film player Rosina | 
Pagan to a disk deal... The Rover | 
Boys set for a one-week stand at | 
the Frolics Club, Revere Beach, | 
Mass., beginning Aug. 10. | 

Sid Ascher has joined Larry 
Gore’s publicity office ... Dick Ro- | 
man, MGM crooner, to the Coast to | 
make a pilot film with Liberace... 
Hy Penzell upped to branch man- 
ager of King Records. He'll also| 
head diskery’s “ya depart- 
ment in New York... Jimmy Sim- | 
mons, Atco disker, “set for a 10- 
week stand at the Living Room .. 
Leo Fuld touring Israel prowling 
talent for the fall season at the 
Cafe Sahbra Israeli. 


London 


Johnnie Gray orch, the first 
combo put in at the May Fair by 
Derék Boulton, the hotel’s newly 
appointed musical adviser, ends its 
residency in a couple of weeks 
time. Replacement will be the 
Bill McGuffie small group and an- 
other band yet to be named. Song- 
tress Margaret Rose, currently 
warbling with the Billy Ternent 
orch at Blackpool, will appear at 
the hotel on a month's engagement 
starting Aug. 18..., Eric Delaney 
orch has been booked ‘for a three- 
month radio engagement with the 
BBC. The band will have a 45- 
minute lunch-time spot each Tues- 


| Til., 





day, starting in September... 
Music publisher Reg pon onan 
guested in Jack Payne's program 
TT 


. Connie | orch, Jeannie Johnson the Bill 
Weir orch at 365 Club . : 2 ee 
ex-bass with the Earl 


taking gigs on the 
Fifi D’Orsay into Sacra- 
mento’s EI Rancho. Walt No- 
briga orch opened at the Chip’s 
| Serenade, San Bruno. . . Johnny 
| Noel band replaced Al King group 
at Villa Hotel, San Mateo. 


Chicago 

Jazz organist Jimmy Smith to 
Sutherland Hotel Aug. 27... Dave 
Remington’s Dixie All-Stars re- 
pacted by Wagon Wheel, Rockton, 
for a one-year deal. 


Billie Holiday current at the Mil- 
waukee Brass Rail 


land for a three-week reprise Sept. 
10. Spot has Gene Krupa inked for 
a month Dec. 17 . . . Essentials 
foursome now doing the voral 


backing for the Hilton's ice show. | 
They replaced Tune Tattlers . . . | 


Larry Green orch to the K. C. 
Muehlebach hospice Sept. 12 for 
seven weeks . .. Ronnie & Van 
Atkins to the Ft. Wayne Embers 
Aug. 25 for a pair... Dorothy 
Donnegan current at Milwaukee 
Brass Rail . . . Dinah Washington 
inked by Roberts Show Club for 
three frames Oct. 8. Al Hibbler 
will be there Aug. 20 fer a fort-/ 
night ... Blue Note gets Modern 
Jazz Quartet and Chris Connor 
Sept. 17, with Earl Bostic’s combo 
due Oct. 1... Fred Kaz, jazz 88er, 
to the Golden Lion Inn Aug. 8, 
with Kiki Williams set for Aug. 15 

. Drummer Lou Bellson out with 








Topper | 
*, once tooted with Salt City Five... 





RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS 

















































































































. London |} 
House here tapped Marian McPart- | 
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“11 *Patricia (Peer Int.) eS at. 3... ees 
“2 6 *Left Right Your Heart (SB ** 4 $f... £2... 2 
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“4 2 “Return to Me (Southern) “A _3 6 ol ae 36 
cE ~ Purple People Eater | (Cordial) .. . “Sey 5 7 5 6 33 
“6 11 “Enchanted Island (Korwin) .. 3 _ - 8... 2 ©. eee oe 
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an appendectomy 
Paree, where his wife Peari Bailey 
is starring. Buddy Rich subbed. 


Philadelphia 


George Shearing to reopen the 


fall season of Jersey's Red Hill 
Inn, Sept. 2 Kitty Kallen 
signed with Columbia Records 
after several years with Decca 

. Art Mooney into Sunnybrook 
Ballroom, Aug. 9 . Sid Mozur, 
who as Sonny Marlowe played 


,drums with Paul Whitman, suffer- 
ing long siege of illness. . 

Trumpeter Red Rodney has joined 
the -booking office of Marty Port- 
noy, the Brighton Punch Bowl At- 
lantic City bandleader. ... Mike 
Pedicin Quintet to work Steele's 
Ship Bar, Somers Point, NJ. . 


Bassman Arthur Davis has 


from the Chez; trimmed his career 


| join Max Roach’s combo 


as a longhair 
with the Harrisburg Symphony to 
at the 


Showboat.... Danny & the Juniors, 
high school-age combo that hit the 
| jackpot wth “At the Hop”, will 
trek to Australia in September 
and follow that with a European 
tour. 
Pittsburgh 
Four Freshmen, who played 


Copa for four days last week, re- 
turning this weekend (Aug. 8-9) 

Walter Solek polka band 
booked for one-day stand at Ken- 
nywood Park Sunday (10) : 
Benny Goodman inked for a con- 
cert at Syria Mosque Nov. 22 under 
the auspices of the Music Guild of 
Pittsburgh ... Tommy Carlyn orch 
taking off the first two weeks of 


| Jacktown Hotel . . 


| GPER . . 


this month, their first vacation in 
more than a year... Billy Branson 
and Alyce Brooks entertaining in 
the lounge of the New Arena while 
the main room is shuttered until 
after Labor Day . .. Dom Trimar- 
kie Trio inte the Bon Ange for a 
fortnight ... Jimmy Spaniel combo 
moved into the William Penn Ter- 
race after a 16-month run at the 
. Roy Magram, 
one of the owners of the Tin 
Angel, also doubles there occa- 
sionally as the solo pianist. 

The Dom Trimarkie Trio play- 
ing remaining Sunday city park 
free concerts with Joe Morrone 
. Tommy Turk’s jazz combo 
had ‘option picked up again last 
week in climaxing annual Frog 
Week celebration . . . Honey Boy 
& His Buzzin’ Bees into Bruno's 
for an indefinite stay . 


























































































































































































































Belock’s Sophisticated Stereo Tape 
and Disk Recordings Will Be 
Distributed by 


Belock Recording Company Is a Division of 
BELOCK INSTRUMENT CORP. 


College Point, N. Y. 


Hickory 5-4200 


BELOCK RECORDING 


Announces the appointment of... 


RAYMOND SCOTT 


Noted Composer and Conductor 
as its Artists and Repertoire Director 


veo EVEREST = 


-  DECCA DISTRIBUTING CORP. 
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YOUR FUTURE IS SOUND 


because 
wee es | 
| | — een 


[gs PAUL & MARY FORD 


have joined the 


First Family of 


on 


SOLUMBIAMRECORDS 
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The Greatest Name in Sound” 


proudly presents Les and Mary’s fi 
great release on Columbia: e 


PUT A RING ON 
MY HINGER 


FANTASY cases 


Look 
ok for all the wonderful things to come 
with Les and 
Mary exclus 
vely 


on HIGH FIDELITY RECORDS BY 
r RECORDS COLUMBIA 
RECORDS 


@ “Columbia” @ 
© Mescas Reg. A divinion of Cotumbie Broadcasting System, 
ia. 
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Decca Broadens 
Distrib Operation 
Via WB Disk Deal 


In a further stress on its distri- 
but'on activities, Decca is firming 
up a deal to handle the new War- 
line in at least four key 
areas. Plan calls for the Decca 
Distributing Corp. to rep the WB 
diskery in Albany (N. Y.), Chicago, 
New Orleans and Seattle. 

The WB diskery was formed sev- 
er months ago with James B. 
Conkling as prexy and Hal Cook 
as sales chief. The diskery is ex- 
pected to preem its line in Septem- 
be 


ner Bros. 


The WB. tie further points up 
Decea’s interest in widening its 
distribution oneration. Last week 


it tied in with the Belock Co. to 








Coin Machines 














VARIETY 


TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


NOTE: The current comparative sales 


( 


Retail Disks 





gq from these findings denote 


distribute latter’s stereo line which POSITIONS TALENT 
is issued under the Everest banner. | This Last 
Decca also arranged to distribute Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL 
the London Records line in the! be 
Pittsburgh and Salt Lake City 1 1 PEREZ PRADO (Victor)-- —... . cee. ee 
areas. A few months ago Decca 7 ™ ia 
took over the distribution of its ¢ : : RICKY NELSON (Imperial) ....... a Oe P 
suhs “ke ‘abel. Coral Records, in 3 DOMENICO MODUGNO (Decca).........: N 
three kev areas. 

4 4 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ..... coscene 


MODFRN per ORDS STFS 


FOR 2256 ON ‘TEQUILA’ 


Tos Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Total of $225,000 is asked by 
M 
in Superior 
Flores—also known as Chuck Rio 
ind Challenge Records. Breach 
of contract and inducement to 
breach the contract are charged in 
action 
Modern, 
Varch, 


according to complaint, 

1957, closed contract 
Flores to wax records for 
label In December, 1957, how- 
ever, plaintiffs stated, Flores cut a 
record tagged “Tequila” for Chal- 
lenge without the consent of Mod- 
ern. More than 1,500,000 records 
have been sold, it’s claimed, and 
Modern is demanding 15c per rec- 
ord, which diskery claims it would 
have received under prior pact. 


} 


in 


with 








OF THE 
WEEK 


SAM 


(THE MAN) 


TAYLOR 
MAN THAT'S 
CHOICE 


The Very Thought 
of You 


The 


K 12696 











fern Records Inc. in suit filed | 
Court against Danny | 





Scoreboard 
F 


s strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the thrce major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, 
with Variety. The positions resultin ; 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


{Hard Headed Woman* 
Ki 


DORIS DAY (Columbia) .................. Everybody Loves A Lover* 


oP 


. 








which are exclusive 
the OVERALL IMPACT de- 


TUNE 
atriciat 
oor Little Foolt 
el Blu Dipinto Di Blu* 


| 


ing Creole+ 

















5 
6 6 KALIN TWINS (Decca) ..... é sdebeces When* 
i 9 Pee ES (CODNOE) cicscs seccncycovevet Fevert 
8 ane PAT BOONE (Dot) ......... pase ee wmewees If Dreams Came True* 
9 3 BGBEY DARIN (Atco) .....ccccccsecccess Splish Splasht 

10 8 Seen, PEP CJamIC) .....6. cecasccvevcens Rebel Rousery 

POSITIONS TUNES 

Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 1 +PATRICIA fosats a OR Me Peer Int. 
2 oe *NEL BLU DIPINTO DI BL U ere ee b a.nialeaneielecuissata aaaneeeees Robbins 
3 2 SE UNE 5 Li iw scdw ee cine s seas eis cevdnees Cae Ma mee Eric 
4 7 eee, eee aecia lea aio linea se oscil aod ankoerai S-Michele 
5 om *IF DREAMS CAME TRUE ............... ««.. epee ecren Hees Korwin 
6 a *EVERYBODY LOVES A LOV ER PPPS ee ee ee Korwin 
7 *LEFT RIGHT OUT OF YOUR HEART .... .......cccccecce S-Bernstein 
8 3 *HARD HEADED WOMAN ............. Pin isedinaitia eames .....+« Gladys 
9 oe +FEVER . SS re re Pee enema ye be ee ; . Lois 

10 6 +PURPLE PEOPLE EATER Bis aki dit ish tak saci Ie al oR an Moanin Bette ita Cordial 

Mech ane ; ~ | cod the BMI distribution of around | ASCAP, STORECAST 
Ree ae yop ubiins te| IN LICENSING DEAL 
| === Continued from page 45 Ses | take. Hence, the increased concern 





| makes piracy much more danger- 
oue than heretofore. 

| The crackdown on the chiseling 
| indies by the Fox office is not only | 
| benefiting the’ publishers via in- 
| creased royalties, but is also get-| 
| ting big cheers from the major 


|companies. Latter long have 
squawked that some of the indie 
labels, particularly in the low 


priced LP field, have been getting 


|away with murder since the pub- | 


flishers were generally willing to 
| make all sorts of cutrate deals, and 
|then getting short-changed in ad- 
dition. 

| The $10,000,000 mechanical roy- 
jalty take represents important 
| coin for the publishers who have} 
|}seen the sheet music biz dwindle | 
|to the vanishing point. The mechan- | 
icals plus the ASCAP performance 

















DUKES OF 


5, La Crosse, Wisc. 


Now—Albums Nos. 


KEKE KKKKKKk KK eR”N 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
203 N. Wabash Ave 407 Lincoln Rd. 
Miami! Beach, Fia. 


Phone: 
JEtferson 8-0383 


745 Fifth Ave. 
New York 22, N.Y. 


Phone: 
PLaza 9-4600 


Chicago, tit. 
Phone: 
CEntra! 6-945) 





SUMMER TOUR—July 28, Cedar Lake, Ind. — 29, Lake Delavan, Wisc. 
—30, Ocononwoc, Wisc. — 31, Fruit Port, Mich. — Aug. 1, Rochester, 
ind. — 2, Coloma, Mich. — 3, Villa Park, Ill. — 4, Kendall, Wisc. — 
— 6, Waterloo, lowa 
— 8, Lincoln, Neb. — 9, Omaha, Neb. — 10, Norfolk, Neb. 


AUDIO FIDELITY RECORDINGS 


TO HK KKK KKK KEKKKKEK EA 


THE PHENOMENAL 


— 7, Marshall, Minn. 
. 
* 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 : 
+. 


8619 Sunset Bivd. 
H’wood 46, Calif. 


Phone: 
OLympia 2-9940 








RRR ES 


about plugging all gaps in the col- 
lection of rightfully due Toyalties. 
| Appointment of Young outfit as 
accountants was made by the 
MPPA board at their last meeting. 
MPAA officers are Walter Douglas, 
chairman of the board; Louis Bern- 
stein, president; and Maurice 
Mickey) Scopp, treasurer. 


Cul-Price 


Continued from page 45 

















origin, stemming mainly from the 
3ell and Promenade labels, and 
the disks will be retailed “self 
service” he > in drugstores, super- 
markets, bookshops, newsstands 
toyshops, cigar stores and prob- 
ably some picture theatres. 

On Oct. 14 Jupiter will begin its 
own weekly 15-minute show on 
Radio Luxembourg, the only com- 
mercial radio outlet beamed to 
Britain, through which it will plug 
its new relea 


ses 


First releases will include a 
series of songs from the shows, in- 
cluding “My Fair Lady,” “Okla- 
homa,” “Pal Joey,” “The King 
And I,” “South Pacific,” and prob- 
ably “Gigi.”” There will also be 
several “theme’ disks featuring 
“Cha Cha,” “Strict Tempo,” “Honky 
Tonk,” musie from the bullfights, 


and oldtime favorites. The com- 
pany realizes that the artists fea- 
tured on its label will not be wide- 
ly known to the British, and there- 
fore will release six platters ot 
| their songsters singing standards. 
| When the operation gets underway, 
the American Hit Paraders will 
play a big part in the labels ac- 
| tivities. There will be regular re- 
leases of the hottest songs in the | 
U. S. within days of top tunes be- 
jing listed. 


pany 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers wrapped up | 
biggest retail store licensing | 
pact to date last week with the 
Storecast Corp. for background | 
music in the company’s supermar- | 
ket clients from the midwest to | 
New England. Jules M. Collins, 
ASCAP sales manager, negotiated 


its 


the pact with Stanley Joseloff, 
Storecast prexy. 

Storecast has been in business 
for the past 12 years as the top 
supplier of background music via 
FM broadcasting exclusively for 


supermarkets, It has about 


600 outlets. 


A La US., Japan Diskeries 
Woo Hot Young Film Stars 


Toyko, July 29. 
Japan’s major record companies 
ling heatedly for Akira Ko- 
Fumio Kawaji and Tadao! 
Sawamato, three young film stars 
who play roles of delinquents and 


now 





are bid 


bayashi 


are known as the “Three Bad 
Boys.” They have readymade au-| 
diences and the diskeries seem to| 


preter that to developing genuine 
singing talent. 

Local Columbia pressery is giv- 
ing big push to 10-year-old Hiromi 
Tsubasa who scored big with “Cir- 
cus Heaven” recently. Same com- 
is also pushing Yumiko Fu- 
kuda, 15, popular radio star who 
registered a hit with “Ukare Tsu- 
bame” (Swallow That Flirt) which 
was used as a film theme. 





} But America’s Paul Anka re- 
|mains far and away the hottest | 
item in Japanese disk sales. | 


| forming 
| which was passed by cleffers re- 


| with 


cf TOMMY EDWARDS 


Brit. Gleffers 


Continued from page 45 =a 


rakeoff, has also been issued by 
the three groups. This action fol- 
lows a resolution protesting about 
the attempt by certain film com- 
panies to “muscle-in” on the com- 
poser’s share of publishing, per- 
and mechanical rights, 


| 








cently. 

The cleffer groups, combined as 
a joint consultative committee, 
meet tomorrow (Wed.) to work out 
its case in detail before meeting 
the British Film Producers 
Assn and the Federation of British 
Film Makers. Main object of the 
proposed confabs is to negotiate 


}a standard minimum film contract 


for composers. 

A document has been circulated 
to film composers warning them 
not to sign any contracts which are 
doubtful. It makes it clear that 
the fee paid to cleffers for writing 
music for a picture should cover 


| only the right to record the music 
| for the film for which it is written. 


‘ 





Chaudiere, Ottawa, Rocking 
- Ottawa, Aug. 5. 
Chaudiere 


Club’s downstairs 
|room, The Green Door, has in- 
| stalled The Talkabouts, a five- 


man rock ‘n’ roll combo, to play 
nightly plus Saturday afternoons. 
New policy has upped the room's 
business considerably. Club’s up- 
stairs Rose Room continues with 
nitery policy, using Harry Pozy's 
eight-man band for dancing and 
showbacking. 

As does the contemporary Gati- 
neau Club, Chaudiere operates in 
daytime as a golf club with separ- 
ate lounge for golfers who get 


| special privileges in nitery depart- 


ment on designated nights. 








From the Paramount Picture 


“HOUSEBOAT” 
Starring CARY GRANT and 
SOPHIA LOREN 


@ 2 creat soncs @ 
By Joy Livingston and Ray Evans 


LOVE SONG FROM 
“HOUSEBOAT” 


(ALMOST IN YOUR ARMS) 


BING! BANG! BONG! 
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INNS NIX CASTRO SUBVERTIBLES 





NY. Hotel Rooms a 


Clary Only Male Booked Thus Far 


The New York hotels have gotten 


the bulk of the bills forthe balance 
of the year lined up. The Plaza, for 
example, which starts its season 
with Lisa Kirk for five weeks on 
Sept. 17, follows with Hildegarde, 
playing her first date there in sev- 
eral years on Oct. 22; Jacqueline 
Francoise, Nov. 19; Carol Chan- 
ning, Dec. 26 and Lilo, Jan. 28. 
It’s not yet known whether there 
will be an interim bill between the 
Misses Francoise and Channing. 
The St. Regis’ Maisonette starts 
its season with Julie Wilson on 
Sept. 4: Connie Moore, Oct. 1; Fer- 
nanda Montel, Oct. 30; Robert 


‘No-Man’s’ Land: 

















Chicago, Aug. 5. 

State St. Council, merchants’ 
biz building association, is turning 
more and more to entertainment 
as a customer lure. Last week’s 
attraction on the main retail stem 
was the “Miss Chicago” contest 
(for a local “Miss America” con- 
tender), end upcoming is the most 
ambitious activity yet. 

The Council's laying out coin for 
a three-day show on the street for 





Clary, Dec. 11 and Vicky Autier 
comes in Feb. 5. This will mark 
the first N.Y. hotel engagement 
for Miss Autier, who has played | 
several dates at the Viennese Lan- | 
tern. N.Y., and who has played one} 
date at the Roxy Theatre. 

The Waldorf-Astoria has set only 
Edith Piaf who goes in Sept. 18.| 
However, there are deals on for 
Eartha Kitt, Lena Horne, and Ju- 
liet Greco who may come in dur- | 
ing February, Jeanmaire is tenta- 
tively slated for March. Jean-| 
maire’s date will mark the first 
time in a long while that a dancer | 
will headline at the Empire Room. | 

The Waldorf's Starlight Roof, 
currently in operation, will depart 
from its Latin policy of this sea-| 
The Glenn Miller band | 


son. 


headed by Ray McKinley, goes in| 


Aug. 25. 

Probably, one of the bookings of 
most interest to the trade is the re- 
union of Hildegarde and the Per- 
sian Room of the Plaza. A few 
years ago, both names were sy- 
nonymous, and some of the record 
breaking takes as well as the long- 
est runs there were held by the 
Milwaukee chantoosey. However, 
been some years since she 
played that stand, and since has 
worked the Versailles, Hotel Pier- 


it's 


re’s Cotillion Room, and_ the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria. Her first | 
bigleague N.Y. stand was at the 


Savoy Plaza’s (now Savoy Hilton) 
Cafe Lounge. 

The Cotillion Room of the Pierre 
Hotel, which went on a Monseig- 
niuer fiddle policy, last season, has 
plans to come back with shows. 
Format hasn't yet been announced. 

Another aspect of the forthcom- 


ing hotel season that can be 
deduced from bookings already 
made is that mainline Gotham 


hotels have become sort of a no- 
man’s land, Robert Clary is the 
sole male definitely set for these | 
precincts. 


JACK BENNY CRACKS 
OWN RECORD AT VEGAS 


Las Vegas, Aug. 5. 
Jack Benny's four-week run at 
the Flamingo Hotel here, broke the 
previous attendance and boxoffice 
record also held by Benny, accord- 
ing to hotel prexy Al Parvin. 
mew seating arrangement permit- 
ting more tables and selling of 
standing room was responsible for 
the hike, says Parvin. 
Two extra reservation 





Benny run, Parvin added. 





Oshkosh Grand Opera 


Still Going at 75 

Oshkosh, Wis., Aug. 5. 
One of the oldest continuing the- 
atres in the country, this town’s 
900-seat Grand Opera house, 
marks its 75th anni Saturday (9). 
Now a filmery, Grand at one 
time showcased many a show biz 
headliner, from opera diva Schu- 
mann-Heink to vaudsters Weber & 
Fields ahd Sir Harry Lauder. Oth- 
ers who appeared here were thesps 
Anna Held, Julia Marlowe, Richard 
Mansfield, Ethel Barrymore, 


Maude Adams and John Drew. | 
House was a principal one-night 
stopover between Milwaukee and 
Minneapolis 

Opening performance in the sum- 
mer of 1883 was “The Bohemian 
Girl,” by C.D, Hess' Acme Opera. 


its “Downtown Jubilee Days” Aug. 
14-16. Five acts and a ten-piece 


|orch will mount a boardwalk for 


two shows a day. Meanwhile, out 
on the river, at the north end of 
the Loop, Tommy Bartlett's water 
ski and boat show is expected to 
generate still more spectating. It’s 
the Council's hope, of course, that 
much of the excitment will even- 


| tuate to in-store shopping. 





Stoll and Moss 
Talk Merge 


London, Aug. 5. 
A merger between Stoll Theatres 


and Moss Empires is in the dis- | 


cussion stage. Prince Littler is 
chairman of both companies, their 
combined assets being about $20,- 
000,000. The Stoll group already 
has a substantial interest in Moss 
Empires through its ownership of 
a block of preference and ordinary 
stock. The Moss circuit, in its turn, 
has a heavy holding in Incorporat- 
ed Television Program Co., which 
is a substantia] shareholder in 
Associated TeleVision. 

The two groups between them 
own a valuable string of theatre 
properties here and throughout the 


country. Their West End interests 
include the London Palladium, 
Drury Lane, the Coliseum, Her | 


Majesty's, the Prince of Wales, the | 


Victoria Palace and 


drome. 


So. Jersey Cafe Op 
Held on Arson Rap 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
Isadore Bushkoff, 49, South Jer- 
sey nitery operator, 
| with attempted arson, following a 


the Hippo- 





| faked gas explosion at his closed | 
New Town Tavern, in Pennsauken | 


Township. Police picked up two 
men, George Shanks, of Kresson, 


/N. J.. and Edward Sharp, Camden, | 


in the attempt to set fire to de- 
| funct hot spot. 
New Town Tavern was closed 
1/18 months ago when it ran into 
| trouble with the New Jersey liquor 
| board over lewd floor shows. It 
| was taken over by a corporation, 
tut Bushkoff held a $78,000 mort- 
| gage on the property, police said. 





clerks | 
were added to the staff during the | 


Grove Rejoins Freed 

Izzy Grove has rejoined disk 
jockey Alan Freed’s organization 
as exec promotional dicetor and is 


now working on Freed’s upcoming | 
rock ’n’ roll show which opens a) 


0-day run at the Brooklyn Fox 
‘Theatre Aug. 29. Grove’s_ son, 
/Warren, has also rejoined the 
| Freed enterprise. 

| Recent split between Freed and 
| Grove, according to latter, was 
lresult of a “misunderstanding.” 





| ‘Iee Capades’ To Troy 
| Troy, N. Y., August 5. 


| stitute Field House will present 


| State Street Uses Acts | | 


was charged | 


| John H. Harris’ 18th edition of 
“Ice Capades,” Sept. 1-7. The first 
attraction of the 1957-58 season | yarks to play some time in Octo- 
in the college arena, the icer will 
be staged nightly, except Sunday, 


———— > 


PLAYING DOWN 


| 


By JOSE COHEN 


Havana, Aug. 5. 
| The nitery and casino 
of Havana are now creating their 
own counter-revolution. Having 
been battered and belted by Fidel’s 
Castro’s minions in the hill of 
Oriente Province about 600 miles 


from the heart of Havana, the boys | 


of the hotel gaming rooms are now 
planning to fight back. An exten- 
sive publicity campaign is being 
started to offset the rebel propa- 
ganda. 

Havana itself, at the moment, is 
‘very quiet as far as machine gun 
clatter or barricades are con- 
cerned, and the absence of mobs of 
tourists accentuates the calm that 
has come over the city Hotels, 
which in the off-season should 
have an occupancy of about 50°, 
| now runs to approximately 20° 
of capacity. There are several 


| 
other factors involved, in addition 


|/to the revolution’s publicity. The 
{operators believe that the reces- 
}sion in the U.S. has cut down a 
sizable slice of spending, and 
again Miami Beach, from which 

Havana draws a_ considerable 
}amount of visitors, is not having 
one of its more brilliant summers. 
|The summer vacation business is 
,off in Florida, and consequently 
| Havana has less to draw from in 
that respect. 

However, these basic reasons be- 
| lie the fact that the operators still 
have a great deal of faith in the 
{future of Cuban tourism, and these 
| temporary setbacks too shall pass. 
|For example, the Plaza Hotel in 
'downtown Havana, is opening a 
|casino. The Deauville Hotel, long 
|in building, has finally opened to 
| (Continued on page 55) 


| 
' 





Eye 4 Designs For 
Show End of Hub’s 
$100-Mil Centre 


Boston, Aug. 5. 

Final working plans for Hub’s 
$100,000.000 Prudential Center 
were released by the insurance 
company, indicating that four al- 
ternatives for the city auditorium’s 
design are being considered. Work 
will begin on the 
Center” in the fall. 

A choice on the design is expect- 
ed at a meeting called by Mayor 
John B. Hynes for Thursday (7). 
The mayor indicated 
| mated costs of the four designs 


range from $10,000.000 to $13,500- 


| 000, but ceiling already fixed is 
$12,000,000. 

| Submitted was a hexagonal top 
design, a light-through-roof and 
terraced corner forecourt design, 


sion. 


| The aud, which is seen as being , itinerary will be Canada, Alaska, | 
trade- 


used for opera, concerts, 
(Continued on page 54) 





London Astor’s Green 


REVOLT TALK 


owners 


that esti- 





——~* 


‘Wildwood Niteries 





|Army Discharge Unites 


‘Original Four Coins in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 





| gether again with return of George 
Mantellas from a short hitch in 
the Army. He was discharged on 
a dependency hardship claim after 
| serving for four months. During 
| Mantellas’ absence, Jackie James 
{took over. Latter is a brother of 
| George and Mike James, two other 
|of the Coins. 

| Mantellas rejoined the quartet 
for a weekend engagement at the 
Copa here after spending some 
time with his family in nearby 
Canonsburg, where all of the Coirs 
hail from. Jackie James plans to 
go out on his own as a single. 





Under Debt Load 


Las Vegas, Aug. 5. 





jing Wednesday (30) because of a 
/$10.000 attachment by the local 
|culinary and bartenders unions, 
jthe Sans Souci Hotel succumbed 
jthe following day to liens from 
|food and beverage suppliers and a 
|final seizure of funds by Internal 
| Revenue agents for withholding 
=e taxes. 

Hotel prexy George Mitzel said 


|he had already decided to close the | 


|hotel when the agents seized funds. 
'“There wasn't much left to get,” 
| he noted. “Artists and Models in 
Paris,” starring Benito (Pat) Mor- 
}eno was the attraction in the main 
| show room. 
\“International Jazz Festival,” with 
| Terry Gibbs. 

| Mitzel said he would not try to 
{reopen the hotel, but would try to 
sell or lease it 
{not inconvenienced by the closure 
since it does not extend to the 
|lodging part of the operation. 

| “Excellent cooperation” from the 
| State Gambling Control Board had 
j helped the management survive 
|financial troubles until Wednesday 
when the union attachment was 
|granted, Mitzel said. 


Upon payment’of $7,500 of the | 


| $10,000 asked, the unions lifted the 
| attachment late Wednesday, but 
|other creditors rushed in to pro- 


|and there was “simply not enough 
‘money to continue operation.” 


US. Army Troupe Set 
For 200 Shows Globally 


The fourth annual edition of 
, “Rolling Along,” produced by the 
| Department of the Army, will star‘ 
|} its worldwide tour at a prevue at 





a sloping roof effect, in part like| Ft. Jay, Governors Island, N. Y., | 
| that of the U.N. General Assembly | Aug. 18 and will then take off for | 
Bldg. in N.Y., and the most expen-|a route that calls for 200 shows | 
sive, costing about $13,500,000, a|taking in- many countries outside | 
solid slab effect with roof protru-|the U. S. where American troops | 


jare stationed. Included on the 
Hawaii, Korea, Japan, Okinawa, 
| Midway, Eniwetok, Kwajalein, Pu- 
|erto Rico, Panama, France, Ger- 
|many and Italy. 

In the show are _ performers 


' selected as a result of nationwide 


Inks Acts on N. ,- Visit | competitions. Among them are a 


Bertie Green, operator of the 


Astor Club, London, is in New 


|came a mother recently. 


Sept. 


likely to follow, 


ber. 





with one matinee on Saturday and 


| two on Sunday. 
' Seale is $1.50 to $3. 


Rita Grable opens at the Palace 


, Theatre, Buffalo, starting Aug. 15 


York for a month’s visit to sign 
talent and also to visit his daugh- 
ter living in Connecticut who be- 


b Green, making his headquarters 
The Rensselaer Polytechnic In-| a¢ the Willard Alexander Agency, 
already has signed Toni Carroll for 
8 with Henny Youngman 
and Fisher & | 


'vocal group, the Melodaires, im- 
| pressionist Jack Larson, dancers 
| Kavanaugh Twins, Walter Kopy- 
|cinski, electric guitarist;; dancer 
| Jose Escobosa, singer 
|Holmes, comedy dancers Fitch & 
Jordan, and Barry Christy, baton 
twirler. Officer in charge of the 
unit will be Maj. Joseph Donohue 


| with assistance by technical direc- 


tor Andrew Mihok. 


| Leonard ,Kobrick staged 


. | direction. 


Original Four Coins are back to- | 


After surviving a temporary clos- | 


In the lounge was the |} 


Hotel guests are | 


the 
show, and frnestine Mercer, a for- 
|mer longtime singer at the Latin 
| Quarter, N. Y., did the choreog- 
| raphy, and Don Pfost did the vocal |last Thursday. His agent now 


Prepping for B.0. 


Homestretch; Martinique Fire Hurts 


Wildwood, N.J., Aug. 5. 
| There’s optimism that biz will 
perk up for the August-September 
home stretch as bonifaces bargain 
with agents for added name talent 
to bolster the b.o. 

Harry Roesche of the Beach- 
comber has inked rock ‘n’ roll 
|singing stars to headline his club 
with Bobby Darin currently in the 
spotlight for one frame to be fol- 
lowed by Bobby Freeman, the Kal- 
lin twins and many others. He has 
also added the Jive Bombers. 

Martha Raye is churning up the 
same kind of excitement that en- 
abled her to establish a boxoffice 
record last summer. She is head- 
lining at the 3,10 seat Diamond 
Beach club once again and reser- 
vation charts were well filled be- 
|fore she opened. 

At the 2,100-seat Manor Hotel 
Supper club, Red Buttons is draw- 
ing $15.000 for one frame to be 
‘followed by Kathryn Grayson ap- 
pearing for the same figure, Liber- 
ace who just finished a two week 
stint for $56,000 was again a box- 
office bonanza. Some of the scats 
could have been auctioned off and 
many vacationists never gained 
entry to see the piano player. 

The Treniers and Buddy Hack- 
ett altracted good business to Ben 
Martin's Club Bolero and Charlie 
Gracie is in for one frame now. 
| Martin fired drummer Buddy Rich 
after a running month-long feud 
between the musician and boniface. 
Martin said, “Buddy Rich laid the 
| biggest in my history as a 
night club owner. He was sarcas- 


egg 


tic and refused to play patron’s 
requests saying he would play 
only what he pleased.” Duane 
| Eddy has been rushed in to re- 


;Place Rich. Both Rich and Eddy 
| were inked for Martin’s Mardi Gras 
| club, just two blocks away from 
his center-city Club Bolero. 
| Singer Dick Roman received one 
of those once-in-a-lifetime breaks 
when Liberace dropped into Club 
Bolero to catch his performance. 
Liberace invited Roman to join his 
fall ABC-TV show as a regular. 
Martinique Destroyed 
The local night club scene lost 
one of its most popular spots on 
July 31 when Jake Diamond's Mar- 
{tinique club burned down during 
| the early morning hours. The near- 
‘Continued on page 55) 








SATCHMO’S SATCHELFUL 


“Rockefeller |tect themselves, Mitzel ee OF COIN IN SALISBURY 


| Salisbury Beach, Mass., Aug. 5. 

Louis Armstrong set a new rec- 
ord for cover charges at Dennie 
| Muleahy’s Salisbury Beach Frolics, 
| which has been featuring big name 
| Singers. Despite rainstorms and 
jheavy fog during the first five 
|night’s of the stanza that started 
Sunday (27), Armstrong packed ‘ein 
into the 1,450-seater. Nightly cove 
er charges at $1.80 and Saturdays 
at $2.40 with 12,100 payees grossed 
$23,280 with a net after tax of 
| $19,400. 

In for seven nights ending Satur- 
day (2), Armstrong drew from the 
|surrounding beaches. from Hub 
and cities and towns in 45-mile 
radius. On exploitation kick, 
| Satchmo took his trumpet to open- 
jing day of Rockingham Park in 
|nearby Salem, N. H., where he 
played the traditional post cal! for 
|mags, resulting in headlines: “Jazz 
| Bezts Join Hoof Beats.” 


Liberace Ends 10-Yr. Tie 
With Gabbe, Lutz & Heller 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Liberace has exited Gabbe, Lutz 
|& Heller after a 10-year associa- 
tion with the personal managers. 
| The pianist handed them his 
notice of termination of contract 
two weeks ago and it was effective 
is 





Jerr® | 


‘MCA. 
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Minn. State Fair Balks at ‘Fantastic 


Prices for Names; 


St. Paul, Aug. 5. 

Answering a clamor in some 
quarters for big name headliners 
for the Minnesota State Fair's 
night grandstand show, such as the 
Illinois State Fair offers, Douglas 
Baldwin, the Fair’s secretary, says 
the “fantastic” prices asked by the 


Cites Own 3006 Net 


feel it's important that each grand- 
stand show be of the same stand- 
| ard and value so that patrons can 
|be assured of outstanding enter- 
}tainment (provided by Barnes & 
| Carruthers) whatever night they 
| come. 

| “We do everything possible to 


top luminaries make it impossible operate the exposition at no cost | 
to book them without going into | to the taxpayers and thus far have | 
the red. Therefore, he asserts, | been successful. Profits each year 
it will continue to pass them up are plowed back into plant and 


Oregon to Lunch 


Dear Ed: 

Been following “If I wear 
my New Jersey, what will 
Delaware?” “When I see her 
Alaska.” “If Mississippi and 
Missouri wear a New Jersey, 
what will Delaware?” “Idaho. 
Alaska.” 

What I say is, this kinda 
stuff long since killed vaude- 
ville, so let’s get this show 
OFF the Rhode. 

Trau. 











Penny, Jessel 


“and make a lot of money.” 

For the Fair’s 10 days, Bob 
Hope’s asking price was a guaran- 
tee of $150,000; Tennessee Ernie 
Ford's, $100,000, and Arthur God- 
frey, $40,000, when Baldwin sound- 
ed them out, he avers. 

He cites the annual 1,000,000 
and more attendance and annual 
earnings up to $300,000 and more, 
making the Minnesota Fair the na- 
tion's most profitable as well as 
the largest. 

“Any comparison between the 
two fairs’ attraction should make 
it clear that the stars appearing at 
the Illinois State Fair are there 
only en a one-shot basis, not for 
the Fair's run,” Baldwin points out. 
“Last year, for example, the II- 
linois Fair had a one-night show 
that cost it $22.000 and on which 
it didn’t begin to break even. TI- 
linois taxnayers pick up the tab 


covering the annual losses, in com- | 
parison to our substantial earnings. | 


Deficits were $1,055.425, $606,098, 


$645.269 and $793.808 for the years | 


starting with 1953 and running 
throvch 1956. 

“We in Minnesota look to our 
entertainment program not only to 
pay for itself, but to produce rev- 
enue that can be used for the pay- 
ment of its non-revenue producing 


| program improvements.” 
| Last year the Minnesota Fair did 
| bring Ricky Nelson in for a single 
| Kid’s day and the 1958 exposition, 
| starting late this month, will have 
Tommy Sands similarly. 


Kaye Pulls 2106 
In 2-Wk. L.A. Date 





Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Kaye and his Interna- 
|tional Revue closed two-week stand 
|at the Greek Theatre with a colos- 
| sal $106,800 for final frame, an all- 
time record for the open air the- 
atre. 

Star racked up a smash total of 
$210.500 for 14 performances. 


Danny 











Eye Designs 
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shows and expositions, will be the 
lowest of nine major structures in 
the $100,000,000 Back Bay expanse. 
The plan, unveiled by the insur- 
ance company, provides for six 25- 

















Square Off For 
Top AGVA Post 


George Jessel and Penny 
(Blondie) Singleton, latter now the 
acting president of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, will fight 
it out for the presidency of the 
union. Ballots for the voting were 
sent out last week. Deadline for 
balloting is Sept. 15 and again the 
poll is under the auspices of the 
Honest Ballot Assn. 

For the post of first veepee, in- 
|cumbent Joe Campo will oppose 
| Bobby Faye, Irving Grossman, Les- 
|ter Lake, Milt Moss and Rajah 
| Raboid. For second veepee, con- 
|testants are Paul Duke, Joe Evans, 
Jack Gwynne, Jay Lester, 
Martin, Vince Silk, Lee Tully and 
Johnny Woods. Vying for post- of 
|third vice president are Elly Ar- 
| delty, Eddie Bartell, Tony Di Milo, 





Don George, Johnny Gibson, Jim- | 


my Val Gray, Al Herman, Harry 
Mendoza, Pat Patton, Frank 
and Vincent Zenna. Unopposed for 
treasurer is Joe Smith (& Dale). In 
the race for recording secretary are 
Linda Compton and Sally Win- 
throp. 


educational features and more than | story apartment houses, the city Running for the national board 
$250,000 in prize money. ,aud, a 25-story hotel, three-level | for a three year term from Chi- 
“Instead of bringing the pbig!underground parking for 4,000 cago, one to be selected, are Jack 
name stars for a single night, we | ars. Gwynne, Harry King, Frank E. 
a ~— | Also blueprinted is a central poy mes. -~ ee ae 4 
Rockefeller Center-type plaza sur-|©™t Sfarpe. Unopposed trom Dal- 

eunsens FUN-MASTER rounded by retail stores and dom-|/@8_ is Charles (Think-a-Drink) 


inated by a 52-story glass tower 
office building. 

The new plans exceed in builk 
and ground coverage the initial 
blocks of structures proposed for 
the site of the Boston & Albany 
freight yards. The 52-story central 
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35 Gag Files for $15, Plus $1.00 Postage 
Foreign: $1.50 ea., 35 for $40 



































© 3 Parody Books. Per Bk. sang r Are Blake, John Bubbles, Candy Can- 
Sider Soca’ Porta. HES J OCS, building, will be frst in the | ido, Zena Cheevers, Tommy Clem- 
How te Master the Ceremonies 24 aud will follow; along with the ho- ore ty “ - _ = — = 

is etn, ee CORY vs Open |, tel and retail store plaza. Sid De May, Rita De Vere, Pau 
pen j ; 3 ; ; Duke, Rosetta Duncan, Joe Evans, | 
enone al BILLY GLASON A skating rink, an inner ring| Leon Fields, Enzio Frelani, Johnny | 
(WE TEACH EMCEIIOD ang Come road to take traffic of the Sur-| Gibson, Phyllis Gibson, Jimmy Val 
Let @ Real Professional Train You |, :0UNding Huntington Ave., Boyl-| Gray, Irving Grossman, Al Herman, 
ston, Exeter, and Dalton Sts., and) Jimmie Jamerson, Jimmy Judge, 

= |a three-pronged plaza approach Lionel Kaye, Billy Kelly, Matty 
RAY ROMAINE |from several angles will give | King, Wally Lane, Eddie LaVerne, 
| park atmosphere to the section. } Harry Lifty Lewis, Margie Man- | 
and CLAIRE | The new “Gibraltar” will pro-| sell, Armand Marion, Bob Mar- | 
fe | vide a hypo for surrounding cafes| shall, Harry Mendoza, Johnny 
Delightfully and intimers and film houses. The | Miles, Eddie Miller, Milt Moss, Vio- 
Different” aud, it is expected, will be used Jet Murray, Frank Palamer, Vincent 
now boed the opera, which has lost the! Peluso, Elvira Raboid, Cy Reeves, 
avedanine Boston Opera House, for some| Roy Rogers, Jessie Scott, Jack 
‘ legit shows that do not want to! Shannon, Dick Slayton, Joe Smith, 
Entire Morth play Shubert houses, for vaude, Russell Swann, Bob Sydney, Lee 
August music shows and expositions plus|Tully, Paul Velentine, ‘Buddy 
MOULIN conventions. Walker, Stan West, Johnny Woods, 
ROUGE The 25-story hotel to be built|Emanuel Zacchini and Vincent 

Sine will, educated guesses indicate, | Zenna. 

have entertainment. A plush bean-| Also on the AGVA ballots is a 

Thanks to ery will top the 52-story central | referendum by the Associated Ac- 
Jean Bauchet strueture. | tors & Artistes of America on a new 
_—_—— method of proposing amendments 
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CAB CALLOWAY 


Resuming 
SPORTIN’ LIFE in “"PORGY AND BESS" 


Currently 
Week Aug. 4—WARWICK MUSICAL THEATRE 
WARWICK, R. I. 
Week Aug. 11—OAKDALE MUSICAL THEATRE 
WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 

















Hoffman. From Honolulu are Hea- 
lani Alama and Lulu Mansfield. Un- 


opposed from Minneapolis is Bud | 


Jacobson 

Candidates at large for the na- 
tional board are Michael Ann Ab- 
bott, Elly Ardelty, Dick Bain, Ted 


to the 4A constitution. 


AGVA Home Gets 5G 
Via Grossinger Benefit 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists Catskill home, the AGVA 
Country Club & Recreation Centre, 
realized the total take of $5,000 
by a benefit thrown for them at the 
Grossinger Hotel, Ferndale, N.Y. 

Among those appearing were 
Joey Adams & Al Kelly, who were 
jon the regular show for that eve- 
|ning with Phil Silvers emceeing. 


. > , ° 
| lowa Fair’s ‘TV’ Bill 
Des Moines, Aug. 5. 
Grandstand features of the TV 
All-Star Revue at he Iowa State 
| Fair, Aug. 22-31, include Tommy 
Sands, night of Aug. 24; Nick 
| Vodd, Aug. 23; Mills Bros., Aug. 
23-25, and five members of the 
Lawrence Welk show—Alice Lon, 
Myron Floren, Rocky Rockwell, 
Tiny Little Jr. and Ailadin, Aug. 
| 26-28. 
| The revue will be a two-hour 
| show with a chorus, orch and vaude 
‘and hippodrome acts., 








Dick | 


Ross | 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Nudity is apparently sufficient to take the place of names, at least at 
the Dunes Hotel, Las Vegas. While most of the neighboring inns are 
signing top headliners for a string of engagements, the Dunes finds 
it more expedient to tie up novelty turns, which come on between 
the parade of nudies, the keystone of the Minsky policy current 
there. Already signed for two repeat dates are the Marquis Family, 
the chimp turn which recently completed a stand there, and the Samy 
Bros., who go on for 12 weeks in December te be followed by another 
12. weeks starting next April. 





Bill Rodstein, operator of the Latimer Cafe, Philadelphia, has opened 
a Frank Sinatra museum in the Sinatrama room of that nitery. It’s ad- 
vertised 4s having the largest Frankie photo gallery and record collec- 
tion in the world. Sinatra in his telegram to Rodstein permitting the 
reom added that he hoped the spot was a gasser. 





Current issue of AGVA News, the publication of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, contains a new high in personal publicity for Jackie 
Bright, the union's national administrative secretary. There are no less 
than six pictures of Bright in this issue. Generally, sick & relief di- 
rector Margie Coate gets equal prominence, but there are no likenesses 
of her, ualess she’s in the group photo, in which faces are not recog- 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 


New York 











refurbished Century Room reopens 
i Aug. 22 with Don Cornell and Joe 
Myron Cohen has a Copacabana | Reichman’s band. Seocha Renay 
date starting in March. . . . Trot-| follows Sept. 3: Dick 
ter Bros. open at the Savoy, Lon-| eiews Sept. 3; Bick Ramen end 
ol aus ig hapandee | Patricia & Norton, Sept. 18, and 
Davis & Reese booked for ‘the | Ardrey Sisters Oct 9” . ABill Ber 
— ——, oe gs —_ nardi, current at the Colony Club, 
Roosevelt “Hotel emp Pork the | gives way to Artie & Bambi Brooks, 
> tf eans,/Aug. 11, with singing guitarist 


Nov. . . « . . General Artists | ; . 
Corp.’s Eddie Elkort back from a | Mask Dinning due a return date 





! 9 inging 
trip to Las Vegas and the Coast. one a Se ay cocttatt 
|... Della Reese down for El Mo- lounge . New Skyriders Club 


rocco, Montreal, Sept. 26. .. . Gary 
| Morton booked for the Manor Ho- 
tel, Wildwood Aug. 22.... 


has Camilla Duncan, pianist-singer 
|. . . Ron Shipman, folk singer left 
|Herb’s Magic Grill to open at the 
|new Trader Hank's . . . Norwood 
| Ballow, Tree Club boniface, has 
: |set Ken Welch for his September 
Johnny Puleo’s Harmonica Gang reopening. Welch writes for Carol 
|to the Houston Shamrock Oct. 16 Burnett, Patricia Wilson,‘ Betty 
. . . Chirper Meg Myles follows |O’Neil and Bobo Lewis—all of 
Mickey Shaugnessy into Chi's re-| whom have played locally ... Club 
; vamped Cloister Inn Sept. 30 . . ./ 3525 has localite Earl Humphreys 
| KayCee’s Orchid Room has the|}as singing emcee, Barbara Black 
Step Bros. current, with Clyde Mc-|\and the Terrapins (3). Betwecn 
Phatter signed for Oct. 28 . . . Nat | shows violinist Jules Lande strolls, 
| Cole returns to the Chez Paree|backed by pianist Ernie Johnson, 





Chicago 











jhere Sept. 25 


Atlanta 


Majestics, a new 
opened Monday 
Club, sharing top 
Brazilian 
ventro-comedic Buster Ray 


vocal 
(4) at 


Five 
group, 
Harem 
with 
| plus 


| 


billing | 
exotic Karamaru, | 


and Charlie Snyder Trio playing | 


for show and dancing . Epic 
recording thrushes, Tracey Twins, 
are headliners at Club Peachtree 
on same bill with exotics Kim 
Athas and Cookie Cooper, and 
|}singer Larry Fontaine doubling as 
emcee . Pianist Jim Hanning 
jhas returned to Zebra Lounge in 
Howell House Lobby Four 


Mints are in their fourth week at | 


Domino Lounge in Imperial Hotel 
on bill with exotic Marta Dane and 
comedianemcee Benny Raye ... 
| Spider Ridgeway combo opened at 
Hank and Jerry’s Dixieland Jazz 
Club, nee the Hideaway . 


. . Exotics | 


Tony Towers and Kismet top the | 


|girl show at the Clovis Club, with 


Freddie Bernard as emcee. 


Dallas 


Bobby Batson and Lieux Dres- 
|sler, local piano-and-song team, 
|have opened a four-week engage- 


|ment at the Village Club... Pete | 
| Tish is manager of the recently | 


}opened Club Derby, one of the 
|latest of the new local spots... 
|Don Cornell and Joe Reichman 
jorch are scheduled to be the open- 
-ing headliners on Aug. 22 when the 
Hotel Adolphus Century Room is 
reopened for the fall season. The 
room is being completely remod- 
eled and renovated. 

Statler-Hilton has Bebby Van, 
Aug. 7; Nino Nanni, Aug. 21; 
Dolores Hawkins, Sept. 18 and My- 
ron Cohen, Oct. 16. Bob Cross orch 
returns Oct. 2... Adolphus Hotel's 





eurrently 
CHAT NOIR CASINO 
Oslo, Norway 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr.; ED KIRKEBY 
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Starring HARRY DOUGLASS 
Opening -10th International Tour 


Lucille and Eddie ROBERTS 
N Thre 30 


ightly 
THE DORCHESTER, Park Lane, London 
Just Concluded: COLONY, LONDON. Mgt. M.C.A. 





“THE COMEDIAN” 


The Only Real Monthly 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 
THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
Now in its 95th Issue, containing 
stories, one-liners, poemettes, song 
titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mono 
logs, paredies, double gags, bits, 
ideas, intros, impressions and im- 
personations, political, interruptions. 
Thoughts of the Day, Humorous 
Views of the News, etc. $20 yearly. 
3 Yrs. $50—Single Issves $3 


Foreign: $30 Yr.—3 Yrs. $80 
Single issues $4—No C.0.D.'s 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 














WANTED 

. ROAD MGR. to book hype type attractions 
(Auspices, colleges, auditoriums) 

2. OFFICE MGR. man or female, with Lee- 
ture-Contert or Entert. Bureau Exper. 
3. Booking Sec'y (Stene, typing) 

MAY CONSIDER PARTNERSHIP IN EX- 
ISTING BUREAU, OR GRANT PROFIT 
SHARING AMPLE CAPITAL AVAILABLE 

L.F. SHERMAN ASSOCIATES 

P.O. Box 65. Rye, N.Y. RYe 7-1627 

















YVONNE MORAY 


42" Tall-Singing Comedienne 
KING'S CLUB, Adolphus Hotel 
Dallas, Texas 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 
Joe Glaser, Pres. 














WANTED 


Male—Experienced Acrobatic Top 
Man For Well Known Act. Bookings 
Stert in Fall. 
Write-Call or See: George Werfel, 
1733 Breadway, New York. Suite 304 
Pleze 7-696? 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 6 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show. 








NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall 7 | 
Miller & Archer | 
Janik & Arnaut 


Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
R. Paige Orc. 


AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE | 
Tivoli 

Merry Macs 
Susanne & Escorts 
Max & Cherie 
Arnley & Gloria 
Terry Scanlon 
M & S Davis 
Simone Monin 
Margo Glancy 
Kuban Cossack Co. 


Horrie Dargie 5 
Billy Baxter 
Najas 


| Alcettys 
| Dorothy 


Costello 

Dairays 

Bill French 

Rae Morgan 

NEW ZEALAND 
Majestic 

Larry Griswold 

Johnny Lockwood | 


Sally Richardson Anny Berryer 
June Burke Medlock & Marlowe | 
Norman Yemm Winnetou & Squaw 
Deidre Green Raves & Faye 
SYDNEY Williams & Shand | 
Tivoli Barton be Stuchb’r’y 
olly Rolls Edit Juhasz 
Sous & Priscilla | Frank Ward 
BRITAIN 
ASTON GLASGOW 


e Hippodrome 
Bamberger & Pam 
Kish & Valaire 
Anton & Andree 
F & A Atkins 
Margaret Joyce 
Nina Cordell 
Renee Deélmar 
Victor Rogers 
Natasha 
De Vere Girls 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome 
Diana Dors 
3 Quarters 
Group One 
Dickie Dawson 
Cherry Wainer 
Eddie Rose 
Jack Stanford 
Jessie Carron 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
James & Co. 
Don Rennie 
Riley & McShane 
Caruno & Dodo 
Glyn Thomas 3 
J S Lamonte 
Roy Rivers 
Duncan Sis 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Frankie Vaughn 
Jifmmy Wheeler 
Fayne & Evans 
Elizabeth Larner 
Fraser Hayes 4 
Ron Parry 
N & P Delrina 
Ugo Frediani 
Murray Campbell 
George Mitchell Co. 
George Carden Co. | 
COVENTRY 
Coventry | 
Beryl Reid 
Earle & Vaughan 
Bernard Miles 
Billie Anthony 
Hackforda & Doyle 
2 Pirates 
2 Lanes 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire j 
Russ Hamilton } 
Jill Day 
Silvia & Audrey 
Max Geldray 
Rowson & Ross 
Les Brazilianos 
Eric Williams 
Barbour & Billie | 


| 





Empire 
Jackie Dennis 


| Bela & Mary 
| John Barry 7 


Len Martell 
Josephine Anne 
Golding & Stuart 
Wally McKinley 
Liddell Triplets 


Empire 
Robert Earle 
Rosemary Squires 
2 Peters 
Garth Meade 
David Berglas 


| Gaby Grossetto 


Peter Quinton 
Karena & Rosandro 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
Tony Hancock 
A & L Ward 
Mary Naylor 
Carmel Cowan 
Evers Toni 
Pardoe Sis 
Will Carr 
Betty Fox’s 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 
Vie Damone 


Cranger’s Puppets 
Des O'Connor 
Dowie & Kane 


| Marguerite & 


Charles 


| Pat Rosa 


NEWCASTLE 
Empire 


| Shirley Bassey 


Valdettes 
Jones & Arnold 
Metronotes 
Connor & Drake 
Carals 
ate ~~ Tiana 
e 
McLeod & Partner 
Hal Blue 
Vadden & Lady 
Margot & June 
Margaret Nixon 
Mike Toyne 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
M & B Winters 
E & A Gerard 
Don Fox 
Mistin Juniors 
Tracey Sis 


| Kach Maht & Ptnr. 


Rondart & Jean 
Fred Lovelle 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bive Angel 
Elaine May 
Mike Nichols 
Dorothy Loudon 
Buffalo Bills 4 
Jimmy Lyons 3 

Chateau Maarid 

Sabicas 
America Crespa 
Marques & Alba 
Ralph Font Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Candi Cortez 

Copacabana 
Allen & DeWood 


nise Lor 
Ellis & Winters 
Joni Roth | 
Ronnie Hall 
Downstairs Room 
may Ghostley 
Jon Evans 
No. 1 Fifth Ave, 
ob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Joan Bishop 
Hotel Pierre 
Stanley Melha Ore 
Joe Ricarde]l Orc 
Betty nee 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lenny Herman 
Bill Snyder 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Ray Bari Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Szonys 





Tina Robin 

Paul Gilbert 

St. Leon Troupe 

Gena Genarde 

Martha Errolle 

Queti Clavejo 

rdi 

B Harlowe Orc 
International 

“Icetime” 

Alice Farrar 

Jimmy Carter 

Joe Kardwell 

Larry Ellis 


RSVP 
Mabelle Mercer 


‘Viennese Lantern 
Monica Boyar 


Village Barn 
Belle Carroll 
Tex Fletcher 
Flash Mason 
Karen Thorseli 
Marty Savitt 
Bobby Meyers Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Anita O’Day 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Ximinez Vargas 
Ballet 
Espanol 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Bela Babai Ore 


CHICAGO 


Black Orchid 
Jack Carter | 
Joe Parnello (3) 
ee Bive Angel 
‘Tropical Holiday” 
Carmen Romano 
Freddie Davis 
Glamazons 
Lord Christo 
* Bive Note 
Count Basie Ore 
hez Paree 
Zsa Zsa Gabor 
Joey Adams 
Al Kelly 
Lou Monte | 
Geo. Cook Ore. 
Chez Adorables (9) 
Cloister tnn | 
Eddie Higgins 3 i 
Beverly Kelly i 








Ramsey Lewis Trio 
Conrad Hilton 
Glenn & Coleen 
Menchassys 
Drake Hotel 
Jimmy Blade Ore 
Gate of Horn 
Gateway Singers (4) 
Bevi Wright 
London House 
George Shearing 
Mister Kelly's 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Rubinstein 3 
Frigo 
Palmer House 


Ben Arden Ore 





LOS ANGELES 


Avante Garde 
Bobby Short 
Jimmy Ames 
Joe Castro Trio 

and Box 

Billy Gray 
Pony Sherrell 
Antone & Curtiss 
Billy Barty 
Bob Bailey’s ore 

Ben Bive’s 
Ben Biue 
Buddy Lester 
Sammy Wolf 
Joan Kayne 
Dick Bernie 
Joy Lane 
Richard Cannon 
Phyllis Applegate 
Ivan Lane Orc 

Coconut Grove 
Liberace & Co. 
Freddie Martin Ore 


$81 Club 
Johnny Walsh 
Arthur Blake 
interlude 
Martha Davis & 
spouse 
Earl Grant 
Large 
Bobby Breen 
Arte Johnson 
Moulin Rouge 
Johnnie Ray 
Clark Bros. 
Donn Arden Revue 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Slate Bros. 
Don Rickles 





Joyce Collins Trio 
Dick Kallman 
Statier tiotel 
Prof. Backwards 
Eddie Peabody 


Crescendo Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Mort Sahl Ye Little Club 
Frances Faye | Nino Tempo 
Jack Costanzo ' Beverly Lawrence 

LAS VEGAS 

Desert tnn Billy Williams 
nna Maria Alber- P | 

ghetti Ray Sinatra Ore 
Dave Barry | Sahara 
Art Johnson Ames Bros. 
Donn Arden Dncrs | Amin Bros. 
Carlton Hayes Ore | Mr. Ballantine 


Ounes 
“Life Begins At 
Minsky’s” 
Pinky Lee 
Gautier’s Steeple- 
cnase 
Martine Vargas 
Eva Pavlova 
Gillian Grey 
Bruce Yarnell 
Cee Davidson Ore, 
ortez 
Dubonnet Trio 
Don Baker 4 
Three Al's 
El Rancho Vegas 
Vagabonds 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Candy Barr 
Barry Ashton Dncrs 
Dick Rice Orch 
Flamingo 
Ritz Bros 
Dolores Hawkins 
Don Kirk 
Flamingoettes 
Jack Cathcart Ore 


; Dick Contino 


Fremont Hotel 
Nitecaps 
Mark Wayne 4 
Make Believes 


T 
Ish Kabibble 
Flo Dreyer 
Carmen Le Fave 3 
Riviera 
George Gobel 
Teddi King 
Double Daters 
Dorothy Dorben 
Dancers 
Shecky Greene 


Saharem Dancers 

Louis Basil Ore 

| Mary Kaye Trio 

| The Characters 

| "Sands 

| Johnny Mathis 

| Joey Bishop 

| Texas Copa Girls 

| Antonie Morelli Ore 
Sams Souci 

International Jazz 
Pestival 

Charlie Ventura 

| Wingy Manone 

| Showpdoat 

Shirley Scott 

| Garr Nelson 

| Showboat Girls 

| Vie Artese Ore 

| Silver slipper 

| Hank Henry 

| Sally Rand 

| Barbary Coast Boys 

Sparky Kaye 

Red Marshall 

Danny Jacobs 

Annie Maloney 

Geo. Redman Ore 
Stardust 

Lido De Paris 

“Ces’t Magnifique” 

Billy Daniels 

| Happy Jesters 

| Dianne Payne 

| Tropicans 

| Eddie Fisher 

Noonan & Marshall 

Elaine Dunn 

George Tapps 

Lizanne Truex 

Mary Jen 

D Williams Singers 

Nat Brandwynne 

Ore 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Americana 
Arthur Lee Simp- 
kin 


s 
Sonny Sands 
Mathonys 
Martin Ore 
Maya Orc 
Balmoral 
Charlie Farrell 
Billy Mitchell 
Mickey Gentile 
Jose Curbelo Ore 
Carillon 
Carmen Amaya Co. 
Dick Sterling 
Jacques Donnet Ore 
Deauville 
Los Churumbeles 
Jose Fernandes 
Mirivi Ruiz 
Mario Rey 
Joselito Cruz 
Freddy Calo Ore 
den Roc 
Dorothy Lamour 
Lenny Colyer 


Mal Malkin Ore 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Fontainebleay 

Los Chavales 
Trini Reyes 
Murray Schlamm 
Sacasas Orc 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Lucerne 
Havana Mardi Gras 
Diosa Costello 
Miles Velarde 
Don Casino 
Tonia Flores 
Tony & Francella 
Juan Romero 
David Tyler Ore 
Murray Franklin's 
Murray Franklin 
Kay Carroll 
Dolores Leigh 
Dick Havilland 
Phyllis Arnold 
Snuffy Miller 
Eddie Bernard 


HAVANA 


Capri 
Lillia Guizar 
Somavilla Ore 
Calvet Orc 

Hilton 
Los Romeros 
Faxos 
J. Moreno Ore 
Fajardo Ore 

Nacional 
Celeste Mendoza 
Gina Romand 


teca 
Dancing Waters 
W. Reves Ore 
Riviera 
Martha Perez 
Ramon Veloz 
Elena del Cueto 


Casino Playa Ore. 
Sans Souci 
Teal Joy 
San Souci Follies 
Victor Alverez 
Miriam Barreras 
La Serie Ore 
Ortega Orc 
Tropicans 
Leonella Gonzalez 
Henry Boyer 
Berta Rosen 
Berta Depuy 
Lago Sis 
Miguel Checkis 
Clara Castillo 
Fillo Bergaza 
Fernando Mulens 
Tropicana Ballet 
S Suarez Orq 
4 Romeu Org 





SAN FRANCISCO 


440 Club 
Frank Wells 
Ada Moore 
Blackhawk 
Cal Tjader 
Easy Street 
Turk Murphy 
Fack’s 
Dick Haymes 
Fran Jeffries 
Tommy Conine 
Herb Barman Ore 
Fairmont Hotel 
Eartha Kitt 
E. Wochethee, Ore 


Gay s 
Bee, Ray & Ray K. 
Gomar 


Joy Healy Dners 6 
Wally Rose Orc 





Hangover 
Earl Fatha Hines 
Ore 
Muggsy Spanier 
Joe Sullivan 
Hungry |! 
Irwin Corey 
Kingston 3 
Kiki Paige 
Jazz Workshop 
Mastersounds 
Purple Onion 
Phyllis Diller 
Ronnie Schell 
Betty Wilson 
365 Club 
Chiquita & Johnson 
Moro-Landis Ders 
Alex Duchin Ore 





RENO 
Golden Red Coty 
Fam ap al Shari Long 
ulmas Bros. 

Harolds Club Holiday 
Twin Tunes Genie Stone 
Page Cavanaugh Axidentals 
Phyllis Inez Signatures 

Harrah's Club Mapes 
Woodsons Lili St. Cyr 
Denis $ Rosers Edgar Bergen 
Kings Esquires 


Felix Guerrero Ore. | 





| Skylets Jackie Kahane 
|E Fitzpatrick Ore. | Starlets 
| verside Bill Clifford Ore 
| McGuire Sis Bob Braman 3 
LAKE TAHOE 
Cal-Neva Beachcombers 


‘Louis Prima and 
Keely Smith 
Deedy and Bill 


Gallions 
and -— 


Nevada Lodge 
Carl Ravazza 
Victor Vincent 
Frank Moore Four 

Wagon Wheel 
Norman Brown 
Tune Timers 
Coronados 
Rachelors 


Den, Dick 
Harrah’s Clu 
Nelson Eddy 
Gale Sherwood 
Sportsmen 
rhree Suns 


| New Acts | 


DIANNE PAYNE 
Songs 

/25 Mins. . 
Stardust, Las Vegas 

Dianne Payne, a blonde sophis- 
|ticated type singer, is a definite 
click in the Stardust lounge. She 
has an interesting and distinctive 
throaty quality to her voice which 
{is all in her favor. Miss Payne 
|uses the proper amount of anima- 
{tion to blend with her engaying 
|personality, and she wears gor- 
{gous gowns. She’s backed by five 
|musicians she calls The Chape- 
| rones, who skillfully guide her with 
| first-rate arrangements. Staging 
|by Nick Castle weaves the turn 
| into a class act. 

Included in Miss Payne's reper- 
itoire are “Almost Like Being In 
Love,” “Bewl of Cherries,” “One 
More For the Road,” “Strutters’ 
Ball,” “Ace In the Hole,” “Frankie 
and Johnnie” and “Jump For 
Joy.” On the instruments are Rod 
Cradit, saxophone, flute, and vibes; 
Wally Holmes, trumpet and com- 
|edy songs; Dick Boseck, piano and 
vibes; Dick Parker, fender and 
bass; and Wally Snow, a 
} ure. 























LOUISE THOMSON 
Songs 
28 Mins. 
| Chaudiere, Ottawa 

Blonde looker wrapped in nice 
gowning, Louise Thomson thrushes 
|an okay stanza with a collection of 
songs strengthenea by clicko ar- 
|rangements. Miss Thomson sells 
| her tunes solidly throughout, belt- 
ing to a degree in most of them. 


| She uses blues and cute bits and | 


|collects good mitting. She filled 
|the billtop slot at the Chaudiere 
but would help a bill in any posi- 
tion. 

| Stint is 
| niteries, radio, disks. 


good for television, 
Gorm. 


| FEDOR SAVCHENKO 
| Juggling 
11 


This juggler, one of the Moscow 
| State Variety Theatre, believes in 
| adding as much color as possible to 
|his act. Balls of varying sizes 
| which he balances and manipulates 
are of bright hues, and add a gay 
warmth to an act of a high order. 

Savchenko leaps and _ bounces 
about the stage, his blond hair toss- 
|ing as he repeatedly acknowledges 
heavy palming. His balancing of 
balls on head brings opening ap- 
plause, and he segues with addi- 
tion of a rope-skipping routine. 
Follows by skillful manipuation of 
five colored balls, then spins three 
balls at same time. Highlight of 
act is when he carefully places 15 
balls of different colors in forma- 
tion on spiral wire-hold, then 
knocks ‘em down one by one with 
gentle tipping, aided by distaff 
partner Claudia. 

Savchenko has vitality in large 
measure, but is apt to show that 
he knows he’s a standout. A little 
less self-exuberance would add to 
appeal. As is, act is a honey for 
those able to pact Russian artists 
without visa snags. Gor 


Wildwood Niteries 


Continued from page 53 














est spot to the boardwalk, Dia- 
mond’s club was one of the most 
successful after-dark spots here for 
22 years. Only the walls re- 
mained after the early morning 
fire, and damage is estimated at 
$80,000, and is only partially cov- 
| ered by insurance. 

Diamond could not immediately 
|discuss any future plans, Steve 
|Gibson and the Red Caps, peren- 
nial local faves, have starred at 
| the Martinique for most of the 22 
jyears. They lost several thousand 
| dollars worth of instruments and 
joni in the blaze. Equipment 





belonging to the Premiers and 
Moonglows wes also lost in the 
jfire. It was rumored that other 
‘local clubs were. seeking the Red 
Caps and Premiers for the next few 
weeks. 

; The Hurricane 


continue a name _ singer policy. 
Also reported doing good business 
jare Marty Bohn’s Nut Club and 
| the Surf Club, featuring Lynn 
| Hope's band and the Honeycones. 
| Other clubs are also doing well 
| but these are among the leaders 
night after night. 

Up on the boardwalk, things are 
also pretty rosy. With four en- 
larged amusement piers and over 
80 amusement rides, including a 
flock of recent European imports, 
crowd interest is being maintained 
at a high level. 

Hunt's all-concrete pier, Sport- 
land pier and Playland marine 
pier have all been extended out 
over the ocean waves, with added 
enlargement already on the draw- 
ing boards. Elmer Foehl and Joe 
Barnes of Phiily’s Willow Grove 
Park have taken a 10-year lease 
on Convention hall pier. Operat- 
ing a Funland pier, they plan to 
dismantle the old convention hall 
buildng and extend the operation 
oceanward. 

Hunt's Starlight ballroom hit the 
jackpot with appearances of Ro- 
land, horror film m.c. on Philly's 
WCAU-1V. Area disk jockey Jack 
Lawyer has been attracting good 
crowds to the Starlight record 
hops. But his appearances are not 





expected to equal those of Dick 
Clark last summer. Clark, of 
course, had the advantage of 


national TV exposure. 
Aided by frequent showers dur- 


ig July, Hunt's theatre chain with) 


continous performances and firs.- 
run movies are racking up their 
usual good grosses. 


The soft spots in the local econ- ; 


omy are motels, hotels, restau- 


rants, avenue shops, etc. which are | 
one-day | 


not helped much by 
| crowds that throng the beach and 
boardwalk. However, reservations 
| for August are heavy and there is 
a hope that accomodations will be 
at least well filled. The high spot 
was July 4 weekend when nearly 
400.000 thronged the island to give 
local business false hopes for the 
season. 








Nudity 
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might be planning to come here 
may think all shows come under 
that category. At the Tropicana, 
we have entertainment that a man 
can take his wife and children to 


see. 


| 

| Eddie Fox, producer at the Sil- 
ver Slipper, was a pioneer in bring- 
| ing strippers to the Strip, but his 
girls never go as far as removing 
|their bras. When asked what he 
|thought of the bosom brigade, he 
|said, “Who needs 'em?” 

Sally Rand 


However, his current headliner, 
|Sally Rand, goes along with the 
bra-less trend. “Since history be- 
| gan,” 
|look at the undraped female form 
|—why try to suppress it? I think 
| this trend away from the Victorian 
| attitude is very healthy. After all, 
| the Folies Bergere in Paris has 
been luring American tourists for 
| vears—why not lure them to Vegas 
| instead?” 

Starting the controversy was the 
announcement by Barry Ashton, El 
| Rancho choerographer, who stated, 
|“Bare chests are the coming 
| thing here—it’s what the public 
| wants and we're giving it to them. 
| It will soon be nothing to see a 
nude girl. All of the showgirls along 
|the Strip are going to be replaced 
| by nudes.” 
| Ashton presented his nude girls 
| with good taste, with the accent on 
art, and comments from first- 
nighters were overwhelmingly of 
the opinion that there was nothing 
| objectionable about the produc- 
tion numbers. 

Selons Powerless 

County authorities (the Strip is 
| located outside the city limits) say 
| they are powerless to do anything 
about the unclad cuties. No law is 
| being violated, said, Chief Deputy 
| Dist. Atty. Gordon Hawkins. “A 
|chorus girl could walk down the 
middle of the Highway 91 Strip 
area in nothing but shorts and not 
be liable for arrest for indecent 
exposure under our laws,” added 
| Hawkins. 
| Even if the laws were different, 
|there’s a question whether anyone 
would want to do anything about 
the crowd-pulling attractions. 

“The commissioners certainly 
haven't the right to tell adults what 
j;they should see,” observed Clark 
County. Commissioner George Al- 





room has added trighte/ Gut 4-de- fecle that 


she says, “men have liked to | 


| Bob Manning to the slow and ww) 0 _—_—SJXny" 


Subvertibles 
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fairly good business, based on a 
very low daily charge for rooms, 
and Bill Miller, former operator 
| of the Riviera in Fort Lee, N. J., 
jand at one time connected with 
|the Las Vegas inns, Sahara, Royal 
| Nevada and the Dunes, is building 
|the Monte Carlo Hotel in the Bilt- 
|more section of Havana. It is 
| hoped that the November elections 





| will create stabilization of poli- 
| tical tempers. 
| Native Talent 
| As a result of the business dip, 
the nitery and casino operators 
are relying mainly on native tal- 
ent and shows. The Capri, pres- 
ently is the only major inn using 
imported, headliners, and the Ri- 
viera, thus far, is the only hotel 
committed to the future use of 
imported toppers. 

The result is that a lot of na- 


tive acts are being showcased. The 
inns, in the absence of tremendous 
amounts ef tourists are relying to 
a greater extent on native business, 
which is fairiy sizable, particular 
with the present state of Cuban 
| prosperity. The sugar industry is 
good, and there is a great deal of 
|spending from public works, and 


per-capita income is reportedly 
as high as it’s ever been. Thus 
| there is a big market to draw from, 
and it’s one that cannot be ne- 
glected. 

The present downBeat in busi- 


ness has also caused the casino op- 
erators to emulate Las Vegasites, 
One of the major projects now 
under discussion is a Professional 
Golf Assn. tournament to be held 
sometime in November. Already 
subscribed by the casinos is $25, 
000, with another $25,000 to be 
picked up through a television 
sponsor for a telecast to be beamed 
jin the U.S. Channel 10, now 
broadcasting experimentally, will 
|} probably beam the show to the 
| U.S. 

| The operators also hope that 
the fact that Jack Paar was able to 
| telecast without any technical or 
| political difficulties from the Tropi- 
!eana, will impress the prospective 
| visitors about the safety of travel 
}in Havana. Telecast last Monday 
| (28) was through Channel 10 in 
| Havana, and part of a junket by 
| that station for newsmen, ad and 
| station reps, to show off the big 
| Havana market. 

Whether the natives in Havana 
are in sympathy with the revolu- 
| tionary aims is not readily evident 
|to the tourist. Few, including 
talkative cab drivers, will comment 
on what has been described as 
the “continuing unpleasantness.” 
| Every once in a while a burly citi- 
|zen lifts up his guayaberra jacket 
and a holster complete with con- 
tents is evident. It is readily seen, 
however, that Havana is well po- 
liced whether it’s in the swank sec- 
tor where the bulk of the new 
hotels are located, or whether it's 
in the old city. It has been ex- 
tremely quiet since Castro tried to 
pull off the abortive general strike 
some months ago. 

In fact, said one casino operator, 
it’s so quiet that things look nor- 
mal. “And,” he added bitterly, “It 
would be much better if the Miami 
| Beach papers didn’t harp continu- 
ally om riots that never occurred 
here.” To the casino operators, 
| it’s more of a plot against them 
taones against the government. 


Ciro’s Sold 
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as, Veloz & Yolanda and Carmen 
Cavallero. 

Up until the date of the sale 
Hover has planned reopening Ciro’s 
|as a private club, with paid mem- 
bers. He already had sent out lit- 
erature on project. 

Feigenbaum, who has no plans 
for operating nitery himself, said 
today that several “big names” in 
the entertainment world are nego- 
tiating with him for its reopening. 
If these or any other negotiations 
that may arise fall through, then 
property will be re-sold at auction. 








spread of nude chorus girls cheap- 
ens the Strip.” 

In the City of Las Vegas, the 
law makes the story different. “We 
don’t permit that type of thing 
here,” said City Attorney Howard 
Cannon. In the downtown area, 
there are only three places featur- 
jing live entertainment—the Fre- 
!mont Hotel, the El Cortes Hotel, 
the- Golden Nugget easino. 
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Latin Quarter, N. Y. {told that Yiddish ad libs are neces-| Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. | ftivolity in this turn, for which she Savoy Hilton, N. Y. 

: : Hei : P . , b : , ; 
Paul Gilbert, Tina Robin, Giselle | S8ty, that went out of style with) paiiet Espanol, featuring Xim- 2S ee Pe Emile Petti Orch (5); $1 cover 


& Francois Szony, St. Leon Troupe 
(8), Marthe Errolle, Gina Genardi, 
Tony Mack, David Carter, Queti 
Clavijo, Adonis Pertas, Charlotte 
Foley, Elaine Spaulding, Kip Car- 
lisle, Jerry Ruffner, Ronnie Meron, 
Janie Thomas, Charlotte Winson, 
Connie Warner, Lauris Lambert, 
Adele Gordon, Marlene Powers, 
Ruth Hanna, Ellie Stattin, Judy 
Keirn, Sandy Keyes, Grace Sund- 
strom, Nancy Wachter, Peg Lynch, 
Pat Farrell, Shirley Forrest, Tanya 
Corlette, Joan Artus, Ruth Chris- 
tensen, Barbara. Bensing, John Ju- 
liano; Jo Lombardi and Buddy Har- 
lowe orchs; staged by Donn Arden; 
songs, Pony Sherrell & Phil Moody; 
cos'umes, rreddie Wittop; $6 mini- 
mum. 





While Donn Arden'’s “Interna- 
tional Holiday For Love,” as the 
basic Latin Quartet revue is tagged, 
remains fundamentally the same, 
interlarded with occasional new 

uesters—in this instance Paul Gil- 

ert and Tina Robin—reappraisal 
of this E. M. Loew-Eddie Risman 
operation is in order. 

For one thing, not for naught is 
it easily the best nitery revue east 
of Las Vegas and west of Paris’ Le 
Lido—-and it needn't be ashamed 
of any competitive comparison any- 
where. For another, it accents— 
surprising as it may be—that a 
metropolis like New York today fs 
left with only “twe slices of bread” 
in the class saloon field (the other, 
of course, is the Copacabana), 

This Latin Quarter show also 
points up anewW the unique talents 
of Donn Arden as easily the champ 
Belasco of the bistros. His revue 
productions contribute to such 
diverse spots as Paris’ Lido, the 
Moulin Rouge in Hollywood, Las 
Vegas’ Desert Inn and Stardust, 
- the LQ’s in Miami Beach and 

 %. 

Arden, as already has been noted 
In these columns, knows his way 
around a floorshow, and the classier 
the budgetitus, the handsomer 
the end result. Thus he takes his 
troupe from diverse environs such 
as Paris, Venice, Madrid, Milan. 
to New York, with a sizzling West 
Indies topper-offer. In the tradi- 
tion of revues like the Folies Ber- 
gere (Paris) and ultra floorshows 
with generous sartorial trappings 
where the operation puts accent on 
production over stars, he utilizes 
pro talent, of course, but never 
permits the headliner to eclipse 
the overall values. 

Thus Marthe Errolle is a pre- 
possessing and personable prima. 
Gina Genardi is a peppery soubret. 
Queti Clavijo is a flamenco and 
ecastanet clicker who makes much 
of her opportunities against a mat- 
ador background and to Adonis 
Puertas’ guitar accomp. Giselle & 
Francois Szony terp their way to 
showstopping results, easily the hit 
of the bill. ‘For some reason there 
was undue backstage noise during 
their stint, including poor stage- 
management which permitted un- 
eclipsed scrims and travellers). 

There’s always a socko acrobatic 
act, which is sizable in numbers 
and impressive on sight values, 
and the St. Leon Troupe (8), two 
of them femmes, are rousing with 
their risley in the best tradition. 
Then the’e are the ballet produc- 
tion numbers to interlard the spe- 
cialties, and a dramatic curtain-of- 
rain effect to sparkle the Caribbean 
finale, including two gals in travel- 
ing birdcages suspended from the 
ceiling for further flash. All of it. 
backstopped professionally by old 
vaude pro Jo Lombardi alternating 
with Buddy Harlowe’s dansapation. 

The two. added starters also reg- 
istered although tightening of their 
individual stints and general ac- 
celeration of the production num- 
bers would help. As it was opening 
(Thursday), the dinner show ran 
two hours—too long. 

Tina Robin is a Coral disker who 
is a pint-size song-belter. A cute 
petite blonde, she lacks chiefly a 
distinctive style of her own. Her 
pops are either announced impres- 
sions or-+unannounced renditions 
reminiscent of other established 
song stylists. When she develops 
her own style she’ll mean more be- 
cause of individual character. 

Comedian Paul Gilbert, better 
known on the Coast and relatively 
new in the east, has beaucoup 
values which will be further ad- 
vanced with new material. Gag- 
ging about the hazards of flying 
is kinda dated in this jet age. A 
joke about “the hostess asks you 
what she can do to please you and 
then straps you in the seat” is 
funny because it’s consistent with 
reality. The frightening phases of 
flying are of a yesteryear genre. 
Conversely, “pay tv,” if intended 
as an “advanced” theme, is like- 
wise unrealistic. Somehow, also. 
coming on with an acrobatic prat- 
fall, a la Jack Durant—the day 


after the latter closed at this spot 
—wasn't good timing. Gilbert is 
a personable comedian with some 
original. attempts. .out. if he was 


Jimmy Hussey doing local dialec- 
tics when playing Loew’s Delancey. | 

In the same idiom that the man-| 
agement might have alerted Gil-| 
bert anent the Durant pratfall, as 
soon as he knew of Miss Robin's 
“Whole World In His Hands,” so 
too the comic’s “sermon” on the! 
audience ladder was handicapped 
because of the anticlimactie spirit- 
ual. That's easy to resolve by elimi- 
nation of her stint, since her rou- 
tine, like the show in general, runs 
overboard. Gilbert knew the show 
was long, and so stated. He ended 


strong with that barefoot dance 
Gilbert, being a comic potential. 


owes it to himself to reappraise 
{some of the values. He is bound to 
| find the effort not unrewarding. 
Abel. 


500 Club, A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 2. 

Sallie Blair, Jack Kannon, Bev- 
erly & Jack Palmer, Four Giovan- 
nis, The Wallace Bros., Jack Cur 
tis, Joe Frasetto with Pete Miller's 
Orch. 1:12); $2 admission, $3 mini- 
mum, 





Sultry Sallie Blair and funny-| 
man Jack Kannon are the head- 
liners at the 500 Club and a wel-| 
come relief to the payees who 
haven't seen a show they could | 
write home about since Liberace 
opened here early in July. Singer 
and comic are backed by three 
strong acts with show running 
some two hours and all of it solid 
entertainment. 


Miss Blair, a knockout in her 
tightly fitted sequined white eve- | 
ning gown, has as full-bodied 
voice which can rise from a muted | 
whisper to a boom which rocks 
her audience as she scores with 
such old favs as opener “I Get A 
Kick Out of You,” “Taking A 
Chance On Love,” “Witchcraft,” 
or specialiy “Baby, Baby, Don't 
You Go Away Mad.” 

Within the framework of “That 
Ole Black Magic,” she sings a 
medley of songs, “St. James In- 
firmary,” “Hold Him, Joe,” “Ma-, 
tilda,” “It Ain't Necessarily So.” 
“When the Saints Go Marching 
In,” for solid entertainment. Here | 
the orchestra is mute with an ever | 
increasing tempo set by Curlie| 
Benito playing the congo drums 
while Wayne Robinson beats the 
snares. 

Jack Kannon is back to prove 
that he is a fine comic. Again his 
best is the magic trick from In- 
d'a. His pokes at the wives and 
teensters also score heavily. 

Pal (Skinny) D'Amato dips into 
the talent of his front room where 
the Four Giovannis have been go- 
ing great guns all season to aug- | 
ment his supper club show. Violin, | 
electric guitar, accordion and bass | 
fiddle combo offer instrumental | 
and vocal numbers ranging from | 
classics to pops for heavy returns. | 

The Wallace Bros., sepia actro-| 
batic tapsters, who have been en- 
tertaining up front with the Four 
Giovannis, also do neat routine for 
plenty of mitting as they appear as 
supper club act. 

Beverly and Jack Palmer show 
they are beyond the ordinary ac- 
trobatic dance team. Walk. 


St. Louis, July 29 
The Little Gompany (4); $1- 
$1.50 admission. 





which hasn't had floorshows in 
several years, has come back into 
the fold with a refreshing little 
“saloon theatre’ show called 
“Whadd’ya Want?” It’s a sharp 
parlay of song, satirical sketches, 
parodies and, well, ‘“whadd'ya 
want?”— this show has it. 

Produced and directed by Theo- 
dore J. Flicker, a name wellknown 
to connoisseurs of offbeat entertain- 
ment in St. Loo through his direc- 
torial efforts with the Compass 
Players last year at the Crystal 
Palace, “Whadd’ya Want?” fea- 
tures only four people—singer- 
actor-guitarist Will Holt; actress- 
singer Dolly Jonah; tv actor Felix 
Munso and off-Broadway actress 
Carol Macho, all of whom fairly 
crackle every moment onstage. 

Along with their own series of 
songs and sketches, with words 
and music by localites Fran Landes- 
man and Tommy Wolf, they bring 
the audience into the act every now 
and then by way of improvised on- 
the-spot sketches, based upon sug- 
gestions from the folks out front. 
Like the show itself, the curtain 
time is different, too, from the 
usual show schedules in St. Louis. 
First show is at 10 p.m. and runs 
for 25 minutes, with entirely dif- 
ferent layouts continuing after 
brief intervals throughout the eve- 
ning. 

“Whadd’ya Want?” is booked in 
for a month on an experimental 
basis, and although it’s not for neo- 
pie from Squaresville, Bob. 





| both of the singers. 


Park Plaza, St. Louis | wardrobe is even more spectacular 


enez and Vargas; Emil Coleman 
and Bela Babai Orchs; $3 cover. 





|her opener, 


night audience. 
She sets a classical mood with 
“La Traviata,’’+ then 


Ballet Espanol, featuring Xime-| segues into “World On a String,” 


nez and Vargas, is fiery and scintil- | and tastefully 
lating Hispano dance troupe that|toire between 
is inducing the crescendo of “‘oies” numbers. incl 
at the Watdorf-Astoria’s Starlight | Nana Bambin, Danz S 
| Roof.” It’s hoped that the Wal- | rento,” *Bidin My Time,” and “Un 
dorf has no rooms below the Star- | Bel | Di. 
light Rdof, for this spirited group | Jerry 


balances her reper- 
longhair and pop 
Included are “Fa _ La 
“La Danza,” “Sor- 


With two male terpers, 
Antes and Pepe De Chazza, 


pounds the floor with such verve |she does a delightful flapper-clad 


that one expects them 
through at any moment. 


to break |“Varsity Drag” 
|black suit 


production, and a 
and derby number in 


For the most part, this young|which she clicks in the footwork 


perpetual-motion team 
trates on the traditional 
stomping, castinet-clicking style of 
their country. However, 


concen- | department. 
heel- | staged by 


| marked departure in one instance | Jack 


Act was written and 
Phil Moody and Pony 


Sherrell, with music direction by 


there is|Jeff Lewis, and choreography by 


Bunch. On opening night, 


when Ximenez takes the floor tor | Miss Alberghetti invited her moth- 


a solo barefooted number. It’s 


apparently a ceremonial dance of w.k. boogie-woogie number on the 


sume kind, since he’s garbed in a 

colorful ceremonial robe and a 

feathered standup headdress. 
Made up of about a dozen danc- 


88. 
Comedian Dave Barry, long a 
fave on the Strip, returns with a 


ers, both male and female, a pair | of some of the very funny bits that 


of singers, two pianists and two 
guitarists, the troupe offers a 
varied repertoire of 
terping, duo routines, and solo in- 
tervpretations. There is opportunity 


for numerous costumes changes 
and variations of the Spanish 
dance art. 


It appears obvious that several 
of the numbers are designed to 
tell a story in dance form. These 
contributions are backed by one or 


From the audience’s standpoint, 
the most exciting contributions are 
the gaucho routines. Garbed in the 
Spanish version of the cowboy and 
supplied with spurs, -the young 
men stomp and click about the 
floor with complete abandon. It’s 
an eye-catching and exciting sight 
that results in loud “oles” and 
heavy mitting. The distaffers are 
no slouches either. They display 
the same spirit and accomplish the 
same results in winning the audi- 
ence. 

There is something about the 
appearance of each individual in 
the troupe that gives the perform- 
auce a feeling of genuine authenti- 
city and transforms the onlooker | 
to a cafe in Spain. 

AS per uslail, Emil Coleman and 
his orchestra and Babai and his 
“svpsy” crew are on hance to 
provide the music for customer 
terping. Holl, 


Manor, Wildwood, N. J. 
Wildwood, N. J., July 31. 
Liberace, Dolores Perry, Darias, 
Michael Francis Orch (16); $3.50 
mintmum, 








Liberace is a cinch to hold the 
Manor Supper club record for 
crowds for the second season. The 
devotion of his fans is something 
remarkable to see. Their idol can 
do no wrong—even when he 











branches out into dancing and 
humor-laden comments. At 


was packed to the doors, the sexes 
evenly divided. 

His piano work is no longer 
news, but possibly his sense of hu- 
mor is. His comments draw more 
laughs than many a struggling 
|comedian gains per show. His 


|than expected ranging from a bare- 
|chested calypso garb to diamond 
studded, glittering tux costumes of 
metallic cloth. Even more glitter- 
| ing in his showmanship, using gim- 


The Park Plaza Gourmet Room. | ™micks galore. Altogether, he offers 


more than two hours of musical 
|arrangements, from Gershwin to 
calypso and selections from “Gigi.” 
|In the request portion, he honors 
|every shouted request including 
such off-beat items as ‘“‘Chopsticks” 
and “Purple People Eater.” 
|. Gordon Robertson has whipped 
the augmented 16-member Mike 
Francis orchestra into a better than 
usual job of supporting Liberace. 
Singer Delores Perry, a lush 
strawberry blonde, looks like a de- 
partment store mannequin come to 
life. A soprano, she offers “Grana- 
da,” “Over The Rainbow,” “The 
Bells Are Ringing” and a pops 
medley with Lee. Bongo beater 
| Darias Is different enough to earn 
a warm reception. ia short, the 
| Liberace show is one of the best 
all around production ever to hit 
the New Jersey Cape, Math. 


Desert Inn, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 29. 
Anna Maria Alberghetti, Dave 
Barry ,The Morlidors, Art Johnson, 
Donn Arden Dancers (13), Carlton 
Hayes Orch (16); choreography by 
Jack Bunch; $3 minimum. 











Anna Maria Alberghett!, despite 
; her youth, has played Vegas many 
|times, always with various mem- 
bers of her family. She’s on her 
own now, and has come up with a 
| solid act that fs a natural for any 
lnitery or theatre. The beautiful 
\thrush shows both dignity and 


the} 
|}show caught, the 2,100-seat room 





| 


lalways get big yocks here, includ- 


ing his anti-women jokes, singing 


ble|about gambling, and impreshes of 
gory | Liberace and Winston Churchill. 


A new Donn Arden production 
number is included, called “Every- 
thing Under The Moon,” featuring 
singer Art Johnson and the Arden 
dancers (13), with,a spectacular 
Kahlua -ceremonial fire dance by 
Dick Goltry and Freddie Letuli. 
The Morlidors, two girls and a boy 
doing a rag doll novelty skit. are 
held over from the previous show. 
Carlton Hayes and his orch (16) 


|capably backs the show which is 


skedded for four weeks. Duke. 


Flamingo, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 31. 
Ritz Bros., Dolores Hawkins, Don 
Kirk, Flamingoettes (11), Jack 
Cathcart Orch (13); Produced by 
Archie Robbins, Choreography by 
Buster Burnell; $3 minimuin. 





The Ritz Bros. return to the 


|Flamingo Room where they have 


after 10 p.m. 





The Cafe Lounge of the Savoy- 
Plaza Hotel (it’s now the Savoy 
Hilton) was for years a lively 
dansapation landmark in N. Y., one 
of the few cocktail dansant spots 
and from that, in time, it evolved 
a single-name personality show=- 
case. Hildegarde came to attention 
here originally, so did Dwight 
| Fiske and others. 
| With Conrad N. Hilton now mak- 
jing the former S-P his flagship in 
| the Central Park sector (A. N. Son. 
nebend is slated to resume self- 
| operation of the Hotel Plaza, which 
|he owns), the Emile Petti band (5) 
|has been brought back. It’s a 
| sprightly quintet, with the maestro 
|at the ivories backed by sax, bass, 





ler from the audience to do her |4ccordion and drums and Petti gets 


| beaucoup dansapation out of it. He 
| knows how to mix ’em up and get 
them out on the floor and yet stay 
in the proper “society” dance mu- 


‘batch of topical gags, plus a reprise | sic groove. Bands like Petti, Meyer 


| Davis, Lester Lanin, et al., recall 
|the disappointment once voiced by 
|a Chicago hoodlum who ran a 
| South Side nitery popular in those 
|days. He had booked a name band 
| and found that the customers lis- 
tened but didn’t dance—“if they 
| don’t get up on the floor then it 
lain’t no dance band” he beefed 
with ungrammatical but accurate 
conclusion. 

| Since Eugene Voit shifted over 
|the Plaza to the Savoy Hilton, and 
|}with the opening of Trader Vic's 
|restaurant on the site of the former 
| Red Coach Inn, which also is part 
'of the hotel property, this East 
158th St. inn has started to make 
its mark anew on the Gotham 


scene. 

Incidentally, this is Petti's first 
return to a N. Y. location since 
1953 when he was at the now de- 
|funct Versailles, since renamed 
|The Roundtable. Another familiar 
hand in a new location is maitre d’ 
{John Selva, ex-Knight Box (Hotel 
Ambassador), Carnaval Room 
(Sherry - Netherland), et al., now 
|dittoing in the SH’s Cafe Lounge. 

el. 


added a very funny topical bit to| 


their distinctive style of saniness. 
It’s a takeoff on the Moiseyev Rus- 
sian Ballet dancers, and gives the 


| boys a chance to throw themselves 


into a terping frenzy which is re- 
warded with booming yocks. Skit 
was written by Sid Kuller with 
choreography by Lee Scott. Jim- 
my and Al’s lament about “The 
Guy In The Middle Is The Funny 
One” ends with some old-time 


slapstick, complete with pie-in-the- | 


face. Trio’s “Continental Senti- 
mental Gentlemen of Song,” and 
“Low Noon at Coffin Corners,” are 
among the sketches revived to 
consistent laughs, 

Dolores Hawkins, a red-haired 
looker with an exceptionally fine 
voice, is the featured chirper. 
Especially effective is her version 
of “My Man,” which is included 
among numbers such as “Where 
Or When,” “Tonight I'm Singing 
For Me,” “Young, Warm, and Won- 
derful,” and “For You I'd Do Most 
Anything.” 

Choreographer Buster Burnell 
has come up with a new production 
number for this show which is one 
of the best to hit the Strip. It’s a 
circus romp, featuring the voice 
and dancing of Don Kirk, and the 
Flamingoettes (11). The stage is 
filled with action and there’s even 
a trapeze and a Punch & Judy 
show involved. Jack Cathcart’s 
orch (13) gives top-notch backing 
to the skedded five-framer, which 
is smoothly coordinated by pro- 
ducer Archie Robbins. Duke. 


Gatineau, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 1. 
Charlie Applewhite, Hi-Lites 
(3), Duvals (2), Beverly Palmer, 
Wally Monro Orch (8); $1 admis- 
sion. 





Radio work and diskings kept 
Charlie Applewhite’s pipes in top 
shape during his U. S. Army stint. 
This is evident in his Gatineau 
Club billtopping session where he 
handles a socko stanza of chant to 
big returns. Applewhite’s vocal 
technique is standout through a 
routine that is all ballad buf man- 
ages enough tunes with a beat to 
keep it balanced nicely and exhib- 
its plenty staging and showmanship 
savvy. Pipings run to ‘Stormy 
Weather,” “Lady Is A Tramp” slot. 

Gatineau’s fare is held to high 
standards set by Applewhite with 
the clicko Canadian threesome, the 
Hi-Lites. -This Mercury - disking 
group offers a fine collection of 
tunes set to zippy arrangements. 
Getting big attention are the Hi- 
Lites’ handling of “Temptation” 
and “You Need Hands.” The Du- 
vals have a nice acro-balance bit 
that holds customers tense with 
lifts and spins, chores shared by 
male and slick blond femme. Sleek- 
built looker Beverly Palmer has a 
solo terp session highlighted by a 
caricature of so-called “choreogra- 





phy” of chanters, rm. 


Colony, London 
London, July 31. 
Monique Van Vooren, Felix 
| King and Santiago Lopez Orchs; 
$6 minimum. 





Monique Van Vooren, the shape- 
|ly Belgian-born chanteuse, is cur- 
|rently filling her first London cafe 
date in some three years and im- 
presses as a lively, vigorous and 
good-humored entertainer. Pro- 
jection from artist to audience is 
not always as effective as it might 
be, but, on the show reviewed 
| there was no lacking in ringsiders* 
| enthusiasm. 

The star has some good and in- 
|triguing cabaret material, mostly 
keyed to one theme. Virtually, the 
entire act deals with sex—from a 
comedy standpoint. The lyrics are 
|mainly bright and amusing and 
| Miss Van Vooren knows how to sell 
|this type of number. Typical en- 
|tries in her 35 minute stint are “I 
|Want More,” “Marie the Monk,” 
|which she does partly in French, 
|“Thank Heaven for Little Boys 
|from “Gigi” and “Get Him on the 
|Second Time Around,” a shrewd 
| study of how to get your man on 
|the rebound. Act winds with a rea- 
sonably good take-off of Maurice 
Chevalier and a lively medley of 
French songs. Myro. 





Beverly Hills, Ciney 
Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 
Mills Bros. (4), Mattison Trio, 
Lindsay-Sapphire Dancers (9), Bill 
Raymond, Gardner Benedict Orch 
(10), Jimmy Wilber Trio, Larry 
Vincent; $3 minimum, $4 Sat. 


Local faves since their radio 
{debut 30 years ago on Crosley’s 
WLW, the Mills Bros. are heading 
for another tall attendance marker 
on this annual engagement at 
Greater Cincy’s ace bistro. Vocal 
combo is given support in the fort- 
nighter by newcomers, the dancing 
Mattison Trio, who were hit with 
first night throng. Beverly’s band 
headed by Gardner Benedict, and 
the Lindsay-Sapphire dancers, in 
two nifty routines, fill out the 62- 
minute cabaret fare. 

Donald, Harry and Herbert Mills, 
with Norman Brown accompanying 
on guitar, get the song cycle under 
way with “Opus One” and “I’m the 
Guy” in their trade-mark harmony 
style. 
of “On the Bank of the Wabash” 
and a wrapup of familiars ending 
with “You Always Hurt the One 
You Love.” Beg off after 32 min- 
utes. 

Trim males, Guy Tanno and 
Dean Diggins, and _ streamlined 
blond Dorothy Matthews, consti- 
tute the Mattison Trio, precision 
taps and interpretative steppers of 
the first order. Koll. 
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Palmer House, Chi 
Chicage, July 31. 
Yonely, Norma Smith, Hal Lo- 
man & Playmates, Ben Arden Orch 
(9); $2 cover. 





New Empire Room layout is 
okay for its balance, pace and 
pleasant talent, but somehow didn’t 
wring much enthusiasm from first- 
night (31) tablers, possibly for lack 
of name value. Despite generally 
sound performances, show seemed 
to need buoyancy for more arrest- 
ing elements. . i 

Yonely’s half-hour turn regis- 
tered nicely, largely on_ the 
strength ef fiddle foolery and his 
antics with midget violin, trumpet 
and accordion. Comic’s forte is 
sight nonsense, which plays much 
better than his patter, which comes 
across largely as an exercise in 
rote. His fiddling takes laughs for 
trick bowing and ludicrous grip- 
ping, but the fun peak comes at 
the concert grand when siar uses 
a trick candelabra for a fresh im- 
presh of Liberace. He follows by 
using baseballs on the keys 
through a medley of classics and 
pops that takes good mitting. 

Norma Smith, a localer on her 
first outing here, has a fine so- 
prano for such chestnuts as “I Get 
a Kick,” “Someone to Watch Over 
Me.” “Stardust” and “Love is 
Where You Find It.” There’s no 

oint to.the white fox she wears, 
Conecee, unless she completes the 
effect with chi chi coif and manner. 
Just now, to her detriment, she’s 
split between sweet ingenue (which 
she is) and sophisticate. 

Hal Leman & Playmates (two 
striking blondes) terp energetically 
and with considerable skill that 
might be set off better by more 
imaginative routines. Their “love 
story’—wholesome gal versus the 
minx for Loman’s_ affection— 
could be more exciting, and a 
Dragnet satire ‘hardly timely by 
now) isn’t, being no more than a 
routine parody. Ben Arden orch 
(9) provides excellent show back- 


ing. 
George Gobel will be in Aug. 28 
for a week. Pit. 


Belero, Wildwood, N. J. 
Wildwood, N. J., July 31. 

The Treniers (2), Buddy Hac- 
kett, Dick Roman, Jack London, 
Gene Gilbeaux Orch (4); Rocky 
Valentine Orch (10); $3.50 mini- 
mum, no cover, $1 admission week- 
ends. 


¢ 





Fresh from Europe, the Trenier | credit show to ‘manager-arranger- | 


derstand The Parisian!” Well re- 
ceived is medley from recent “Gigi 
Album” recorded for RCA Victor 
| With Tony Martin. 

Other title included in her turn 
jare “How Deep Is The Ocean?” 
“You And The Night And The Mu- 
sic” (done in delightful Spanish), 
and a melange from her “Helen 
Morgan album. Miss Grant closes 
| ‘vith “Thanks For Everything” but 
, yields with one encore, “The Ways 
Of Love.” 
| Top warmer for the headliner is 
|the talented Kirby Stone Four, 
| With many of their routines seen 
|; On the Ed Sullivan show. The four 
|—Kirby Stone, Larry Foster, Eddy 
| Hall, Mike Gardner—prove good 
} comics and excellent vocalists. Bits 
jon London rock ’n’ roll is tops: “In 
London it’s ‘Stone and Bun’.” 
| Turn includes modern stuff, a 
jtouch of opera, and Latin rendi- 
| tions. Kirby shows show biz savvy 
| as lead man and emcee. Four work 
; well with near-flawless timing and 
smooth cooperation. Mike Gard- 
ner, as straight man, wins good 
|Support with patrons, and Eddy 
Hall makes most with side-quips. 
Foster scores best with impreshes, 
done with good variety. 

Del Courtney and his able mu- 
| Sicians back show. Closing date is 
Aug. 10 ong. 


Riverside, Reno 
Reno, July 31. 
McGuire Sisters (3), Jackie Ka- 
hane, Starlets (8), Bill Clifford’s 
Orch (10); $2-$3.50 minimum. 





The Riverside’s double bill— 
McGuire Sisters and Jackie Ka- 
hane—bracketed by the Starlets in 





jtwo beautifully done productions, | 
The tal-| 


| has appeal to all tastes. 
}ented sisters, in perfect voice, of- 
| fer a varied and smartly-staged 30- 
| minute turn. Kahane, new on the 
Reno circuit, shows a fresh ap- 
proach on the comic side in his 
debut before a western audience. 

Chris, 
Guire open their playback date 
with “You Are So Much A Part Of 
Me.” then sing through the fast- 
paced turn with such titles as 
“Alabama Jubilee,” and 
A Shame.” The trie shows good 
}command on “One Fine Day.” 





| Fast bit with instruments show | 


| variety. Girls score with “Daddy,” 
| (they're dressed in full minks for 
their rendition) and a melange of 
| hit platters. 

Auditors show heavy endorse- 
ment as girls exit to “Think Of Me 
Kindly.” The personable sisters 


Phyllis and Dottie Mc-'! 


“Isn't It | 


El Rancho, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 30. 

The Vagabonds (4), Marilyn 

| Maxwell, Candy Barr, Barry Ash 


(12); produced by Tom Doualas, 
| presented by Beldon Katleman; $3 
minimum. 





Joe E. Lewis still feels a little 
|Shaky after his recent surgery, so 
|The Vagabonds are filling in for 
him for the first two weeks of the 
|new show at E! Rancho. Co-head- 
|lining in the skedded four-framer 
|is Marilyn Maxwell, with stripper 
Candy Barr extra added on bill. 

The Vagabonds 
mano, guitar; Eddie Peddie, bass: 
Attilio Risso, accordion; and Al! 
Torre, guitar) kick off their brand 
of comedy-with-music by present- 
ing a “1919 Hit Parade Medley,” 
and zoom into their wacky version 
of “McNamara’s Band,” which is 
different because it is sung with 
Italian accents. The bovs get 
yocks with their “Witch Doctor” 
|Mumber, and impreshes of Louis 
|Prima, Arthur Godfrey, and E!vis 
| Presley. 
| Miss Maxwell seems to be more 
beautiful than ever, and her song 
tossing has never been so good. 
| Ske’s sexily atfired, which is ap- 
|propriate for the package—“Every- 
body strips in this show,” she says 
as she removes part of her gown. 
|Her numbers, expertly backed by 
88er Harry Frohman, include “] 
Like Everybody,” “If I Could Be 
|With You,” “Lady Is A Tramp,” 
|“Good Morning Heartache,” and 
\“You Made Me Love You.” She 
highlights her act with a very 
funny skit about a silent movie 
queen. 

Candy Barr, one of the better 
|“exotic dancers,” is an exciting 
stripper with a magnificent body 
jand a doll-like face. She trembles 


(Dominic Ger- | 


|and undulates to top effect, ending | 
her turn wearing only a tiny G-| 


strong and ro bra. 

| Barry Ashton’s line of 12 chorus 
girls, six of whom afte nudes (bra- 
less) present themselves in surpris- 
ingly good taste. Because the ac- 
cent is on art, there is nothing 
offensive about the mannikins, 
who for the most part are smartly 
attired and are involved in clever 
Ashton choreography. Duke. 

| 


Kansas City, Aug. 1. 
| Betty Kean & Lew Parker, Dan- 
|ny Ferguson Orch (8) with Kay 
| Houston; $1, $1.50 cover. 





Originally, the Terrace Grill had 


twins are better than ever and |conductor Murray Kane, who rates | Jean Fenn skedded for a fortnight 


scoring their usual smash success 
in the Wildwoods. It’s the 12th 


plaudits for the neat stint. 


| Fresh approach as a_ standup 


{to open Aug. 1, but Miss Fenn 
;}came down with appendicitis and 


annual appearance for the identi- comic, Kahane’s opening night sup- | had to cancel the date only a week 


cal twins. 
The Treniers are past masters 


at rock ‘n’ roll and comedy antics. | 


They whip the audience up like 
musical cheerleaders. But in the 
vast confines of Club Bolero, they 
face their most difficult assign- 
ment because the intimate quality 
is lacking that was present in their 
other locations here. The twins 
take care of all the jum 
from “Rag Mop” to “Go, Go, Go.” 

Older brother Buddy takes care 
of the suave romantic ballads. The 
roup receives perfect backing 


rom the Gene Gilbeaux band. Gil- | 


beaux offers piano acrobatics and 
sax man Don Hill and drummer 
Henry Green are also outstanding. 
Rotund Buddy Hackett and his 
low pressure gags are a resounding 
hit in their first visit to the Wild- 
woods. His material is so fresh that 
you can still detect the cellophane. 
Brisk one-liners and penetrating 
observations of humans make up 
the bulk of Hackett's offering. 
Singer Dick Roman, an Arthur 
Godfrey contest winner, offers a 
ballad medley topped off with 
“Love Is A Many Splendored 
Thing.” Roman has good looks and 
impressive pipes. The Rocky Val- 
entine band offers splendid back- 
ing to the show. Missing is the 
chorus line, a highlight of previous 
Bolero seasons. Math, 


HNarrah’s, Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe, July 30. 
Gogi Grant, Kirby Stone Four, 
Del Courtney Orch (10); $2 mini- 
mum, 


Dark-haired Gogi Grant, debut- 
ing the Sotth Shore Room with a 
varied, smoothly-paced 30-minute 
songalog, proves big league on the 
nitery circuit with opening night- 
ers at Harrah’s Club. 

Sparkling in a white sequined 
creation, she wins immediate ap- 
press as she on-stages to Del 
Sourtney’s orch backin 
hit, “The Wayward Wind.” Heavy 
on the emotional side, with full 
authority, she also shows well on 
bright spots of comedy. 

She proves her way around a 
song with the full run of emotions 
from “Best Things In Life Are 
Free” to satire on “You Ain’t Noth- 
ing But A Hound Dog.” Positive 
control is evident on “I Don’t Un- 


tunes | 


her disk 


port indicates the Canadian’s brand 

| of laugh getting will score heavy 
His French 
}impreshes, done part in smooth 
French, are sock. Some of his 
|lines have been heard before from 
lthe Riverside stage, but most of 
|the stuff is not trite. In a duet 
challenge with a trumpet player 
from Bill Clifford’s band, Kahane 
shows well as a musician. His 
turn, for 15 minutes, is good 
warmer-upper. 

Starlets terp through two Moro- 
Landis preduction numbers, well- 
rehearsed and costumed. Opener, 
before black curtain and done in 
black gowns, is impressive with 
luminescent fans as the only visi- 
ble movement on stage. Fluid mo- 
tion and precision prompt mid- 
term approval. Tag number is 
built around Latin theme, and 
also gets good reaction. 
Clifford orch backs complete show. 
Closing date set for Aug. 13. 

Long. 


|}with U.S. audiences. 


Club Harlem, A. C. 


(FOLLOWUP) 
Billy Daniels, back in Larry 
Steele’s “Smart Affairs,” current 





for the season in Club Harlem in 
Atlantic City, wraps up 30 minutes 
on stage with “Ole Black Magic” 
(what else) and has to beg off. 

Daniels does seven numbers with 
a top assist from his accompanist 
jand arranger, Benny Payne, who 
| joins in some and scores with “St. 
|James Infirmary Blues,” put over 
'with a fast tempo which delights 
payees. 

Fast oldie, “One of These Days,” 
gets things underway, then “Witch- 
craft,” “Do I,” and nostalgic “Beau- 
tiful as You Seem.” umorous 
“Masculine Touch” is followed by 
“My Yiddishe Mama” with Payne 
assisting all for top returns. For 
his final number Daniels loosens 
his black tie, opens his shirt front 
and sings “Ole Black Magic,” his 
biggest hit. 

aniels was in Steele’s “Smart 
Affairs” in 1945, 1947, and 1948. 
Steele has carefully worked Dan- 
iels into his “Smart Affairs” so 
that the more than two hour show 
is as fast and well balanced as ever. 
Arthur Lee Simpkins will join 
[up bi mi which is doing ropes 








up biz most shows, on Aug. 8th un- 
til Aug. 27. Walk. 


The | 


j}ahead of opening. Betty Kean & 


|Hotel Muchlebach, K. C€. | 


Lew Parker, fresh from their re- | 


cent stint at the Copacabana, N. Y., 

joes filling the date. They are draw- 
ing a high rate of customer chuck- 
| les and smiles, and it is proving a 
| solid booking. 

The show in 40 minutes is a slick 
combination of their comedy songs 
and skits looking in sattrically on 
Anthony Quinn and Anna Mag- 
nani, “My Fair Lady,” Ed Murrow, 
Sophie Tucker, Chevalier, a typical 
tv serial couple and a night club. 
They’re embellished with a num- 
ber of their own songs. “Every- 
thing We Do We Do Together,” 
“The Slush and Mush Fall Mainly 
in Flatbush,” “Here’s To Dear Old 
Us,” and “Two Against the World.” 
with a few parodies thrown in. It’s 
all very smooth and laughable, and 
|the audience is.close to them all 
the way. Quin. 





Kaiulani, Honolulu 
Honolulu, July 31. 
Lena Machado & Her Boys (4); 
no cover or minimum, 





The venerable Lena Machado, 
known for some 30 years as “the 
songbird of the islands,” has re- 
sumed her nitery career as head- 
liner in the Mauna Kea Room, high 


|}atop Matson’s Princess Kaiulani 
| hotel. 
| She’s masterminding a _ four- 


| does the terp solos. 
| is good, and with elimination of a 


Native Cuban Talent Gets Discovered 


ton Dancers (12), Dick Rice Orch | 


As Havana Spots Shy From Names 


Havana, Aug. 5. 

Despite the minimal drip of 
tourism, Havana niteries and 
hotels are still putting their best 
productions forward. Generally, | 
the cafes are finding it unprofitable 
to hire tremendous names at great | 
expense, so local talent is getting 
its best break in years. 

For example, native choreo-| 
grapher and director Alberto Al-| 
onso, who is brother of the baller- | 
ina Alicia Alonso, in midtown 
Havana has done the Capri and 
Havana Rivera shows, and _ has 
done creditable jobs for both. The 
Nacional has record singer Celeste 
Mendoza topping the bill along 
with the fairly elaborate produc- 
tion, and the Tropicana, has prob- 
ably the largest cafe show in the 
Caribbean that is constantly draw- 
ing whatever tourist business 
there is. 


HAVANA HILTON 


The sole hotel on the act stand- | 
ard exclusively, is the Habana 
slilton. Alida Hernandez who used | 
to be with William Morris Agency | 
in New York and who is an assist- | 
ant to the hotel’s manager, is set- 
ting the talent. On the present 
show is a filamenco team, Los 
Romeros & Estelita, who pound 
out fast and colorful rhythms, both 
in the flamenco and jotas, and | 
get a top mit, while a male quar- 
tet Los Flaxes, who sing Latin 
pops in an invigorating style, get 
a strong reception. | 

This inn has found one way to 
beat the doldrums on one night 
anyway. There is a weekly gala 
with one country being honored. 
Last Wednesday (30) Israel was 
accoladed, and the hotel had a 
packed room. Moreno Gypsies 
and the Fajardo bands are also a 
persuasive lot when it comes to 
dance inducements. 


RIVIERA - 


The Havana Riviera show has to} 
have some cuts made before its 
maximum effectiveness is achieved. 
There are some moments when 
the pacing lingers, but in time, | 
the layout will achieve a top rat- 
ing. The production is elaborate 
and showy, and the acts are good. 
One singer, Ramon Yeloz, shows 
possibilities of being a personality. 
He handles himself well, shows 
charm, and has a happy sound. 
There's a picturesque blonde so- 
prano, Martha Perez who does 
well, but is more concerned about 
mechanics of singing than about 
lyrical content. Gina Martin and 
Raul de Mesa provide the produc- 
tion singing, and Elena del Cueto, 
The line work 


few spots where the song and! 


|; dance work becomes draggy, the 


| Riviera has a good show in 


| 


| caught 


its | 
Copa Room. 
CAPRI 


The Capri, also the work of 
Alonso, has a better gaited display 
having a longer run. On night 
(Wed.), Lillia Guizar was 
slated to open, but didn’t make 


|the proper plane connections, and 
|so Connie Towers held over for 
}an additional night, and went on 


| 


| piece combo known as “Her Boys” | 


| but billed alternately as the Kaiu- 
|lani Serenaders. Modern Hawaiian 
| tempos provide the incentive for 
| dancing.. Miss Machado, with an 
| occasional quartet assist, 
care of the vocals, plays an experi- 
}enced ukelele, and does the emcee 
chores. 

To bolster mid-evening biz, Kent 
Ghirard’s Hawaiian - Tahitian 
troupe bicycles over from another 
Matson date to stage a brief but 
reasonably effective floor show. 
With Ghirard is drummer-singer 
Danny Kaleikini and two “Tahi- 
tian” hip-wigglers. 

But Lena Machado js the right- 
ful headliner, although she isn’t 
being exploited with much show- 
manship. The platform (stage 
wouldn’t be the right word) has 
been moved to the “mauka” (hill- 
side) wall so the lights of the city 
become a backdrop, Walt. 





takes | 


despite a cold. In this show, man- 
ager Nat Harris has biended some 
faster acts into an _ indigenous 
group. There is a flamenco troupe | 
that was formed for this show, | 
and singers Isidro Camera, Ana 
Julio and Juan de la Portilla, 
and dancer Carmelita Vazques pro- 
vide flamenco as well as classical 
work. The costumes are excellent 
and the pacing makes for a strong 
session, 

There is a possibility that this 
show may be moved intact into a 
Miami Beach hotel prior to the 
winter season. Deal is currently 
being worked out. 


CASINO. PARISIEN | 

The Casino Parisien of the Na- 

cional hotel has a show that aims | 
for eye and ear ajpeal 


| costuming and 


| pulls, spec and 


|does a parody strip. 


| which gives the show added dimen 


sion. Ed Darby, who's been op 
erating the console of this fountain 
display for some time, has dis 
pensed with his regular act in 
favor of water designs to help the 
production along. He's eminently 
successful in this respect. 


TROPICANA 

The Tropicana remains the larg 
est cafe show in the entire area 
Martin Fox and his general man 
ager Oscar Echimendea have en 
dowed this layout with opulent 
they have girls 
dripping from the trees in this 
nitery which is the Radio City 
Music Hall of the cafe world. At 
present there are no names, but 
it’s. anticipated that Nat King 
Cole will again work here during 
season and if the other hoteis de- 
cide on a name policy, they'll sign 
more headline talent Jose. 


Folies Pigalle. Paris 
Paris, July 29. 
Nachat Martini presents a revue 
of Helene Martini “Pepees A 
Gogo” (It-Rains Dames). Choreog- 
raphy, Jean Guelis; sets and cos- 
tumes, Erte; with Pamela Madga, 
Miss Paprika, Monique Montez & 
Horse, Lucie Love, Laure Gerard, 
Corine Chambord, Kitty Tam-Tam, 
Lotus, Folies Pigalle Dancers (16), 
Casimir, Adrian; $1.25 cover; $7 
minimum at table; $3 at oar. 





Pigalle has slowly been losing 
its nitery lure the last few years, 
with many shutterings, and has 
developed into mainly a Paris-by- 
night bus stop. Now Nachat Mar- 
tini, owner of a flock of Pigalle 
nuderies, has decided to dress up 
the district and bring the twin 
strip, into prom- 
inent play there. 

Result is the transforming of 
an old film heuse into a plush 
cabaret-theatre right on Place 
Pigalle itself. Showy front, with a 
real waterfall under the glowing 
neons, will also help bring in cus- 


| tumers. It looks to do okay tourist 


biz, but looms more chancey as a 
year-round affair due to its high 
tab and ordinary show, except for 
its erotic bits. 

About 200 can be seated at tables 
on floor level and in the balcony, 


|}and the show runs three hours on 


a small stage. It begins at 9:30 
p.m. and repeats at 12:30 a.m. It 
follows standard procedure with 
girl terp numbers interspersed 
with a couple of acts, but mainly 
with more dames in various strip 
bits with heavy production trim- 
mings. 

Though dancing is ordinary, the 
girls look well and are fairly well 


|}aecked out and undressed. Acts 


are practically nil. One is a patter 
Scot comic Adrian who tells 
some oft-heard tightwad_ gags, 
plays around with a bagpipe and 
He is ade- 
quate. 

Casimir, garbed in a half-man- 
halfwoman costume, does a clever 
bit in seducing his better half. This 
is a solid offbeat sight act with 
good possibilities for Yank niteries. 
The lead strip acts are Pamela, a 
tassle twirler, and Monique Montez 
who undrapes seated on a spirited 
horse. Pamela goes in for mad 
gyrations, 

Good word-of-mouth stuff, which 
should give this a good summer, is 
a strip done with a real snake, a 
horror bit with Frankenstein's 
monster, flagellation scenes and 
even a lesbos interlude. 

It is a long show, and recorded 
music sometimes gets tedious. 
However, the Folies Pigalle Danc- 
ers (16), including two boys, are 
a good looking lot as are most of 
the strippers with such names as 
Lucie Love, Kitty Tam-Tam, Miss 
Paprika ete. 

In short, this is geared to give 
‘em—Parisians, provincials and 
tourists alike—a naughty view of 
what they think Paris Pigalle is 
like. Show runs along smoothly on 


the small stage and is well paced 
and maintained. It does not try to 
and | compete with the Folies-Bergere 


| achieves both. Celeste Mendoza, aj or Lido, but deftly vulgarizes the 
| local fave, belts out a strong brand two with a neat erotico, strident 





of Latin jive with energetic dance! 
movements in addition. The pro- | 
duction singers are Gina Romand | 
and Manolo Torrente both of whom 
have strong voices and Monica | 
Castell provides production tunes. | 
Dance work is by Ana & Julio, and | 
Manteca, a bongo player, is a util- 
ity comedian when needed. 


note of its own that could well pay 
off as a definite tourist lure. 


It ends with a girl making love 


to a statue. This should have Yank 


visitors yakking it up about the 


show, and it should devglop into a 


one-to-be-seen entry. Plenty of 


coin was poured into remodelin 
the place, but recorded music an 
a probably fairly restrained pro- 


One of.the strongest features of | duction nut should have this pay 


this show and a permanent fixture 
in this room is the Dancing Waters 


off at the stiff prices charged. it 


was SRO when caught, Mosk, 
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B’way Off, But Lady,’ Man’ Still SRO; 
Bellamy $35,200, ‘Romanoff’ $17,800, 
Hayes-Healy $20,900, ‘Anger $14,200 





Broadway dropped last 
after climbing the previous stanza. 
The falloff in the 11l-show lineup 
was generally substantial, The only 
shows that held steady were the 
two sellouts, “Music Man” and 
“My Fair Lady.” 

Providing there are no unex-| 
pected closings this session, the 
number of shows on the boards 
fiext week will jump to 13, with 
the return’ Monday (11) of “Bells | 
Are Ringing” and “Jamaica.” The 
former entry laid off last July 19, | 
while the latter suspended opera- 
tions June 28, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keus: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama)}, O (Opera), OP (Op- 
etta 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, | 
number of performances through | 
last Saturday, top prices (where 
two prices are given, the higher is 
fer Friday-Saturday nights and the 
lower for weeknights), number 


week + 





of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10° Federal and | 
5 City tax, but grosses are net 
t.ec., exclusive of taxes. 

Dark At the Top of the Stairs, 


Music Box (D) (35th wk; 276 p) 
($5.75-$6.90; 1,010; $33,000). Over | 
$15,100. Previous week, $19,700. | 


Look Back in Anger, Golden ‘D) 
(44th wk; 351 p) ($5.75; 800; $25.- | 
152 Nearly $14,200 on twofers. | 
Previous week, $14,500 on twofers. | 
Closes Sept. 20, to tour. 

look Homeward Angel, Barry-, 
more (D) (36th wk; 284 p) ($6.90; 
1,076; $40,716) (Miriam Hopkins). 
Over $21,009. Previous week, 
$24,200. | 

Music Man, Majestic (MC) (33d | 
wk: 260 p) ($8.05; 1,626; $68,658) 
(Robert Preston). Over $69,400. 
Previous week, same. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(125th wk; 995 p) ($8.05; 1,551; 
$68,210). Steady at $69,400. 

Romanoff and Juliet, Plymouth 
(C) (43d wk; 340 p) ($5.75-$6.25; 
1,062; $36,625). Almost $17,800 on 
twofers. Previous week, $19,400 on 
twofers. Closes Sept. 13, to tour. 

Say, Darling, ANTA (MD) (18th 
wk; 140 p) ($7.50; 1,185; $50,460) 
(David Wayne). Over $34,000. Pre- 
vious week, $38,500. 

Sunrise at Campobello, Cort (D) 
27th wk; 212 p) ($6.90; 1,155; $37,- 
500) (Ralph Bellamy). Nearly $35,- 
200. Previous week, $36,300. 

Two for the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
(29th wk; 228 p) ($6.90; 780; $31,- 
700) (Dana Andrews). Over $29,300. 
Previous week, $30,500. 

West Side Story, Winter Garden 
(MD) (45th wk; 356 p) ($8.05; 1,404; 
$63,203). Over $41,800. Previous 
week, $44,900. 

Who Was That Lady, Beck (D) 
22d wk; 176 p) ($6.90; 1,280; $47,- 
000: ‘(Peter Lind Hayes, Mary 
Healy). Over $20,900. Previous 
W eek, $24 100. 


Off-Broadway Shows 


B'ood Wedding, Actors Play- 
house (3-31-58). 

Boy Friend, Cherry Lane (1-25- 
58 


Children of Darkness, Circle in 





the Square (2-28-58). 
Comic Strip, 

(5 14-58). 
Crucible, Martinique (3-11-58). 
Guests of Nation, Marquee (6-26- 


o 
lonesco Plays, Sullivan St. (6-3- 
58 
Playboy West’n World, Tara (5- 
‘Threepenny Opera, deLys (9-25- 
55 


J 
Ulysses, Rooftop (6-5-58). 
Waiting for Godot, York (8-5-58). 





Stratford (Ont.) Fest 


Co. Mulls Aussie Tour 
Stratford, Ont., Aug. 5. 

The Stratford (Ont.) Festival 
Co. may tour Australia early next 
year. The Australian government 
is understood to be considering 
such a trek, but the deal is still 
in the talking stage. 

The company played the Phoenix 
Theatre, N.Y., last spring as part 
of an inaugural tour. Performances 
were split between “Two Gentle- 
ment of Verona” and “The Broken 
Jug.” 





Shirley Farmer, formerly in pro- 
ducer Robert L. Joseph’s office, is 

roduction secretary for William 

arrid’s scheduled presentation of | 
“The Disenchanted.” 


Barbizon Plaza! 


MUNI $71,500 IN L.A.; 
‘LADY’ $59,700 IN CHl 


Trade was fairly steady on the 
road last week. Receipts varied 
only moderately from the previous 


stanza and are expected to hold 
pretty even this week. 

With the opening this week of 
the Eve Arden-starring ‘Auntie 


Mame” tourer, there are now four 
shows on the road. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Parenthetic designations for out- 
of-town shows are the same as for 
Broadway, except that hyphenated 
T with show classification indicates 
tryout and RS indicates road show. 
Also, prices on touring shows in- 
clude 10° Federal Tax and local 
tax, if any, but as on Broadway 
grosses are net; i.e. exclusive of 
taxes. 

LOS ANGELES 

At the Grand, Philharmonic Aud. 
(MD-T) (4th wk) ($6.40-$5.90; 2,670; 
$73,500) (Paul Muni), over $71,500 
on Civie Light Opera subscription. 
Previous week, $72,000. Exits next 
Saturday (9) to continue tryout in 
Frisco. 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Mask and Gown, Curran (R-RS) 
(2d wk) ($4.95-$4.40; 1,758; $46,000) 
(T. C. Jones). About $17,000. Pre- 
vious week, $20,000. Moves next 
week to the Geary, where it plays 
through Aug. 30. 





CHICAGO 
My Fair Lady, Shubert (MC-RS) 
1(39th wk) ($7; 2,100; $72,979).! 
Nearly $59,700. Previous week, 


$59,000. Continues indefinitely. 


British Shows | 
(Figures denote opening dates) 


LONDON 
Ah, Quelle Folie, Wint. Gard. (6-28-58) 
Aay Other Biz, Westminster (4-10-58). 
As You Like It, Open Air (7-14-58). 
At Drop of Hat, Fortune (1-24-57: 
Breath of Spring, Cambridge (3-26-58). 
Boy Friena, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Double Cross, Duchess (7-7-58) 
Duel of Angels, Apollo (4-24-58) 
Expresso Bongo, Saville (4-23-58). 
Five Finger Exercise, Comedy (7-16-58) 
Flowering Cherry, Haymarket (11-21-57) 
For Adults Only, Strand (6-25-58). 
Irma La Douce, Lyric (7-17-58) 
Living for Pleasure, Garrick (7-10-58). 
Merry Widow, Coliseum (7-31-58) 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 
My Fair Lady, Drury Lane (4-30-58) 
Noon Has No Shadows, Arts (7-15-58). 
Not in the Book, Criterion (4-2-58). 
Party, New (5-28-58). 
Plaisirs De Paris, Wales (4-20-57) 
Private Prosecutor, Royal Court (7-21-58) 
Rape of Belt, Picadilly (12-12-57) 
Roar Like a Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 
Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54) 
Simple Spyman, Whitehall (3-19-58). 
Speaking of Murder, St. Mart. (6-4-58). 
Three Way Switch, Aldwych (7-8-58). 
Trial Mary Dugan, Savoy (7-2-58) 
Tunnel of Love, Majesty's (12-3-57) 
Variation on Theme, Globe (5-8-58). 
Where's Charley, Palace (2-20-58) 

You Can Have Body, Vic. Pal. (6-2-58) 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Unexpected Guest, Duchess (8-12-58). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Joshua Tree, Duke of Yorks (7-9-58 


Touring Shows 


(Aug. 4-17) 
At the Grand (tryout) (Paul Muni)— 
Philharmonic Aud., L.A. (4-9); Curran, 
S.F. (11-16) (Reviewed in VARIETY, July 








9, °58). 
Auntie Mame (N.Y. Co.) (Eve Arden)— 


| Russ Aud., San Diego (4-9); Biltmore, L.A 


(12-16). 

Auntie Mame (2d Co.) (Constance Ben- 
nett)—National, Wash. (11-16) | 
Auntie Mame (3d Co.) (Sylvia Sidney)— 
City Center, N.Y. (11-16). 
Mask and Gown (T. C 

S.F. (4-9); Geary, S.F. (11-16) 
My Fair Lady (2d Co.)—Shubert, 
(continues indefinitely). 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
(Theatres Set) 
BROADWAY } 


Howie, Coronet (9-17-58). 

At the Grand, 46th St. (9-25-58). 
Swim in Sea, Lyceum (9-30-58) | 
Handful of Fire, Beck (10-1-58) | 
Touch of the Poet, Hayes (10-2-58) 
Drink to Me Only, Adelphi (10-8-58). 
Goldilocks, Lunf-Fontanne (10-9-58), 
Suzie Wong, Broadhurst (10-13-58 
T.N.P. of Paris, B’way (10-14-53), 
Girls in 509, Belasco (10-15-58). 

Old Friends, Miller (10-16-58) | 
Once More With Feeling, Nat'l (10-21-58) 
Pleasure of His Co., Longacre (10-22-58). 
George Dillon, Golden (10-23-58) 
Marriage-Go-Round, Plymouth (10-29-58) 
Man in Dog Suit, Coronet (10-30-58) 


—Curran, 


Chi 





Comes A Day, Ambassador (11-6-58). 

Flower Drum Song, St. James (11-27-58). 

Cold Wind & Warm, Morosco (12-4-58). 

Old Vic, B’way (12-9-58). 

Whoop-Up, Shubert (12-18-58). 
OFF-BROADWAY 

Young Provincials, Cricket (9-8-58). 

Chaparral, Sheridan Sq. (9-9-58). 

Jackknife, Royal (9-9-58). 

Streetcar, Carnegie (9-17-58). 

Earth Spirit, 4th St. (9-18-58). 

Golden Six, York (10-13-58). 

Man Who Never Died, Jan Hus (10-21-58) 

Salad Days, Barbizon-Plaza (11-11-58), 

















Shows Abroad 











| vironment, 


The Private Prosecutor 
London, July 22. 


English Stage Co. presentation of 
Salisbury Arts Theatre Co. 


of three-act (five scenes) drama_ by 


Thomas Wiseman. Staged by Derek Ben- | 
field; decor, Jéan Adams. At Royal Court | 


Theatre, 


London, July 21, °58; $2.25 top. 
Dr. WOFWIER «2 ocecece ° I 


an Mullins 
Miss Mann 
Teresa Warwick 
Talbot 

Simon Ellis 
Dr. Weinstein 


Nancie Herrod 
Ronald Magill 
Michael Atkinson 
Geoffrey Lumsden 





“The Private Prosecutor” is one 


of four plays presented by the Eng- | 
lish Stage Co. in a series of stock | 


company productions at the Royal 
Court Theatre. It's a first play by 
Thomas Wiseman. a_ well-known, 
incisive show-biz columnist, and 
though a gab-fest, it holds interest 
throughout. With a more stellar 
cast it might be a potential for the 
commercial field. ; 

The story concerns a psychiatrist 
who finishes up practically in need 
of a psychiatrist himself. Dedica- 
tion to his job has caused him to 
neglect his wife. He also has a 
patient wanted by the police for 
alleged rape, and who some years 
previously had an affair with the 
psychiatrist's wife. 

When he is threatened by the 
patient, the psychiatrist uses his 
professional ability to break the 
youth rather than cure him. 

The writing is ite serious and 


if at times somewhat glib, it poses | 


interesting problems. The humor- 
ous bits seem contrived and the 


authér is not helped by pedestrian | 


production and spotty acting. 
Michael Atkinson is excellent as 


the young, deranged lover and 


Geoffrey Lumsden seizes with glee | 


on the role of a flashy, worldly- 
wise psychiatrist who does his job 


well but has an eye on the flesh- | 


pots. The rest of the perform- 
ances are merely competent. 

As a debut playwright, Wiseman 
has done well. It remains to be 
seen if he can eventually 


stage than the library. Rich. 


Noon Has No Shadows 


London, July 21. 
Arts Theatre Club presentation of a 
two-act (nine scenes) drama by 
Joudry. Staged by Leon Major; 


July 18, °58; $2.25 top. 
Mrs. Grant eer Dona Martyn 
Melinda Grant . Suzanne Finlay 
Miss Robson ............. Mary Barclay 
Polly Fraser Teresa Thorne 
Bruce Mitchell 

Anne . 
Eleanor 
Will Henderson 
Mrs. Henderson 
Mr. Hendersor 
Rea ae 


ena Mayeska 
Gillian Eddison 
Jonathan White 
Frances Tobias 
Stuart Nichol 
Roma Reilly 





“Noon Has No Shadows” {s the 
first London show to be written, 


| staged, produced and acted en- 


tirely by Canadians. The play was 


| done two seasons ago under the 
title “Teach Me How to Cry” and |} 


the film rights were bought by 
Universal. 
Arts Club presentation, it is an in- 
ferior effort, and neither the writ- 
ing nor the acting, except in rare 
moments, rises much above the 
level of stock. 

Patricia Joudry, the author, has 
set a Romeo and Juliet yarn against 
a homespun Canadian prairie back- 
ground. The heroine is a sensit!ve, 
shy youngster with a half-witted 
mother; her sweetheart is a charm- 
ing, gangling youth equally frus- 
trated by parents who cannot come 
to terms with themselves. The 
adolescents find moments of rare 
enchantment, but they are 


Suzanne Finlay gives a standout 


performance as the schoolgirl try- | 


ing to lift herself above her en- 
and she appears to 
future potential. Jonathan White 
also brings promise as her teenage 
swain. 


production | 


Diana Scougall ; 


r cope | 
with a play designed more for the | 


Garry Thorne | 


On the basis of this} 


too | 
| fleeting, as is the author’s writing. 


"| Barns NSG; Lake $11,700, Grist Mill; 


 Tandy-Cronyn OK $11,200 at Cape 


The summer stock season contin- 
ues to be a let-down. Business is 
generally only moderate, appa- 
rently reflecting the overall eco- 
nomic recession rather than a 
shortage of strong titles or a dearth 
of stars with boxoffice draw. 

In this week’s round-up, the vari- 
| ous operations are arranged accord- 
ing to type of theatre. The idea is 
that grouping the huge outdoor 
spots, the tents and the large and 
small permanent theatres together 
affords better comparison. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Parenthetical designations for 
stock are the same as for the road, 
except that (TS) indicates Tour- 
ing Show and (LP) indicates 
Local Production. 
| OUTDOOR 
| ST. LOUIS 

Municipal Opera ($3; 11,937; 
$95,000). Happy Hunting (MC-LP) 

(Allan Jones, Penny Singleton). 
|nearly $60,000. Previous week: 
Rosalinda, $48,000. Current: Fin- 
ian’s Rainbow. 





KANSAS CITY 
| Starlight Theatre ($4; 7,600; 
$70,000). Wizard of Oz (MC-LP) 
(Pat Suzuki), almost $51,000 for 
six performances (one rainout). 
Previous week: Carousel (Jan Clay- 
ton), $53,000. 
Dolls (Frankie Laine). 


| LOUISVILLE 

Louisville Amphitheatre ($3.75: 
3.520; $58,000). Song of Norway 
OP-LP) (Patricia Morison), about 
$20,000. Previous week: Pajama 
Game, $23,000 in six performances. 
Current: Naughty Marietta (Mimi 
Benzell). 








INDIANAPOLIS 
Starlight Musicals ($3; 3,050; 
$36,000). Rosalinda (OP - LP), 
} around $15,000 for six perform- 
}ances. Previous week: Hit the 
| Deck, $19,000 in five performances. 
Current: Bloomer Girl. 


TENTS 
PHILADELPHIA 

Playhouse in the Park ($3; 1,436; 
$26,000). Middle of the Night (D-TS) 
(‘Sam Levene), estimated $9,500. 
Previous week: Visit to a Small 
Planet (Arthur Treacher), $10,300. 
Current: Tonight at 8:30 (Faye 
Emerson), 


Patricia | 
decor, | 
William Brodie. At Arts Theatre, London, | 





WALLINGFORD, CONN. 
Oakdale Musical Theatre ($4.20; 
| 2,150; $41,000). Most Happy Fella 
(MD-LP) (1st wk), estimated $15,- 
000. Previous week: New Girl in 
Town (Joan Blondell), $16,800. 
Current: Most Happy Fella. 


LAMBERTVILLE, N. J. 
Lambertville Music Circus 
($3.50; 1,400; $40,000). Auntie 
Mame (C-TS) (3d wk) (Sylvia Sid- 
ney). Over $28,600. Previous week: 
same show, $28,800. Current: 
Happy Hunting. 


LARGE HARDTOPS 


DALLAS 
State Fair Music Hall ($3.75; 
4.120; $73,500). Guys and Dolls 
(MC-LP) (2d wk) (Johnnie Ray, 
Janis Paige), nearly $33,500. Pre- 
vious week: same show, $32,100. 
Current: Most Happy Fella. 


STRATFORD, ONT. 
Shakespeare Festival ($5; 2,196; 
'$61,912). Henry IV-Much Ado 
About Nothirg-Winter’s Tale (Rep- 
| LP) (6th wk) (Eileen Herlie), over 
| $54,700. Previous week: same 





Current: Guys and 


(Basil Rathbone, Geraldine Page), 
about $11,300. Previous week: 
Sabrina Fair (Margaret Sullavan, 
Joseph Cotten), $14,400. Current: 
|An Inspector Calls (Cedric Har- 
wicke, Melville Cooper). 





INDIANAPOLIS 

Avondale Playhouse ($2.50; 1,000; 
| $12,000). Hemirgway and All Those 
| People ‘CT-LP) (Marge Champion), 
| about $11,500 for six performances. 
Previous week: Uncle Harry 
(Jackie Coogan), $6,000. Current: 
Visit to a Small Planet (Stuart 
Erwin). 





A 


CORNING, N. Y. 

Corning Summer Theatre ($3: 
611; $10,500). Fallen Angels (C-TS) 
(Hermione Gingold, Carol Bruce), 
nearly $6,500, climaxing the spot’s 
best half-season on record. Previ- 
ous week: No Time for Sergeants, 
| $7,300. Current: Cat on a Hot Tin 
| Roof. 








MATUNUCK, R. I. 

Theatre-by-the-Sea ($4.40; 600; 
$14,000). The Remarkable Mr. 
Pennypacker (C-TS) (Burgess Mer- 
edith), nearly $7,200. Same show 
grossed $11,200 the previous week 
at the Ogunquit (Me.) Playhouse. 
Current at Matunuck: September 
Tide (Ann Harding). 








ANDOVER, N. J. 

Grist Mill ($4.40; 786; $18,600). 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (D-TS) (Ver- 
onica Lake), almost $11,700. Pre- 
| vious week: Holiday for Lovers 
(Don Ameche, Irene Manning’, 
around $7,100. Current: Peter Pan 
(Gloria Vanderbilt). 

IVORYTON, CONN. 

Ivoryton Playhouse ($4.40; 650; 
$17,000). Holiday for Lovers (C-TS) 
(Don Ameche), estimated $7,000. 
Previous week: Kind Sir (Ann 
Sheridan), $9,000. Current: Cat on 
a Hot Tin Roof (Diana Barrymore), 





SARATOGA, N. Y. 

Spa Theatre ($4.40; 587: $13.- 
000). Mid-Summer (D-TS) (James 
Mason), estimated $6,500. Previ- 
|ous* week: Happiest Millionaire 
}@Victor Jory), $8,600. Current: 
|Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker 
| (Burgess Meredith). 





OLNEY, MD. 

Olney Theatre ($3.50; 600; 
$9,000). King of Hearts (C-LP), 
about $7,000. Previous week: Cave 
Dwellers, $5,200. Current: King of 
Hearts, 





EPHRATA, PA. 

Legion Star Playhouse ($2.50; 
299; $7,000). Matchmaker (C-TS) 
(Lyle Talbot, Ann B. Davis), new 
house record, $7,075. Previous 
week: No Time for Sergeants, 
| $6,800. Week of July 14-19: Cat on 
a Hot Tin Reaof (Veronica Lake), 
/ $6,500. Current: Detective Story 
| (Scott Brady). 








NEW HOPE, PA. 

Bucks County Playhouse ($2.50; 
432; $7,818). See How They Run 
)(C-LP) (1st wk), estimated $5,300. 
| Previous week: “Middle of the 
| Night, $6.200. Current: “See How 
|They Run. 


NYACK, N. Y. 

Tappan Zee Playhouse ($4.40; 
600; $16,000). Sabrina Fair (C-TS) 
| (single week) (Margaret Sullavan 
| Joseph Cotten), about $14,000, top- 
| ping the previous best, the preced- 
|ing week's Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
|(Veronica Lake), at $9,900. Cur- 


Teresa Thorne brings an ebul-j| repertory, $56,200. Current: same. | rent: Duley (Dody Goodman), 


|lient sharpness to her role as a! 


spankable, jealous precocious siren- 
to-be, while Francis Tobias brings 
quiet gravity to the part of a dis- 
illusioned wife who longs for better 
things but knows that her dream 
is futile. The rest of the acting is 
routine, 

Leon Major’s staging is static, 


| but he is handicapped by the play’s 


nine-scene ponderousness. William 
Brodie’s settings are adequate. 
Rich. 





German Outdoor Legit 


cami: indie . . 
Spot Has Free Ponchos pn liday for Lovers 


STRATFORD, CONN. 


'$45,000). Hamlet-Midsummer 
Night’s Dream-Winter’s Tale (Rep- 


| LP) (7th wk), another new house | 


| record, $42,531. Previous week: 
|same repertory, house _ record, 
| $41,836. Current; same. 


| SMALL HARDTOPS 
DENNIS, MASS. 

Cape Playhouse ($4.40; 550; $16,- 
000). Triple Play (D-TS) (Jessica 
Tandy, Hume Cronyn), almost $11,- 
206, best of the local season. Cur- 





Shakespeare Festival ($5; 1,453; | 


(Don | 


Piume de ma Tante, Royale (wk. 11-3-58). 


Wuerzburg, July 29. | 
Five hundred ponchos. with} 
hoods are available for patrons of | atten” Pee nC-Io) Wen 
eS ae theatre here. This } Goodman), about $10,500. Previous 
unusual inducement is for the wok: & t : 
“ee ; : .:, | week: Time for Elizabeth (Groucho 
city’s new outdoor theatre in Kilian | Marx), $17,500. Current. Triple 
Square. mys .. _,,| Play (Jessica Tandy. Hume 
Opening play is “The Decision” | Cronyn), 
by local writer Dr. Alo Heuler. ; aa 
This is the only outdoor house in| COONAMESSETT, MASS. 
Germany that provides raincoats; Falmouth Playhouse ($4.40; 600; 
for the audience, } $15,000). Separate Tables (D-TS) 


WESTPORT, CONN. 


WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS. 

Adams Memorial Theatre ($3; 
479; $6,000). No Time for Ser- 
|}geants, house record $6,617 on 
|seven performances, including ex- 
|tra matinee. Previous week: Time 
Remembered, $3,700 for six per- 
formances, Current: Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof, 





CHICAFO 

Drury Lane ($3.50; 485; $9,800). 
Chalk Garden (D-LP) (2d wk) 
(Peggy Wood), estimated $3,300. 
Previous week: same show, $4,800. 
uae Spider’s Web (Jan Ster- 
ing). 

Edgewater Beach Playhouse 
($3.50 950; $19,300). Sweet and 
Sour (DT-LP) (2d wk) (Melvyn 
Douglas), estimated $14,000. Pre- 
vious week: same show, $18,500. 
Current: Kind Sir (Ann Sheridan). 

Hinsdale Summer Theatre 
($3.50; 838; $15,000). Separate 
Tables (D-LP) (lst wk) (Sidney 
Blackmer, Rosemary DeCamp), 
over $6,500. Previous week: Match- 
maker (Lyle Talbot, Ann B. Davis), 
house record, $14,360), Current: 
Separate Tables. 
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Road Theatres Refuse Guild Bid 


For Stiff Terms for ‘Sunrise’ Tour 





Road theatre managers have ap-+ 


parently blocked an attempt by the | 
Theatre Guild to get exceptional | 
booking terms for its upcoming 
road edition of “Sunrise at Cam- 
pobello.” The Guild, it’s under- 
stood. has since relaxed its de- 
mands along lines more acceptable 
to the out-of-town theatre opera- 
tors. 

Under the modified arrangement, 
ihe Guild still gets top terms, com- 
parable to the “Auntie Mame” 
d-als. However, objections to the 
original deal presented to the In- 
dependent Booking Office 


by | 


City Playhouses Leases 
Martin Beck Theatre, N.Y. 


City Playhouse, Inc., has ac- 
| quired a 10-year lease on the Mar- 
| tin Beck Theatre, N. Y. That brings 
|the number of Broadway theatres 
| in the CP chain to eight. The others 
are the ANTA, Bijou, Coronet, 46th 
Street, Helen Hayes, Lunt-Fon- 
tanne and Morosco. It also books 
| the National in Washington. 

CP president Louis Lotito, who's 





Monty Shaff, new touring manager | been manager of the 1,380-seater 


for the producing firm, reportedly 
involved the theatre’s share of the 
gross and it’s obligations on take-in | 
end take-out expenses and stage-| 
hands. | 

Regarding the gross split, it’s | 
understood the Guild wanted a} 
straight 75% of the take and then | 
80% over a certain figure. The| 
y-ual sharing arrangement between | 
the production and theatre on a 
straight play is 70-30 on the first 
$20,000 gross, with strong b.o. 
craws with heavy productions 
sometimes getting 75-25 on the 
b.lance. However, there have been 
instances when some of the more 
costly, or hotter, entries have got- 
ter a straight 75% of the gross, 
which generally is the maximum for 
musicals. There shave also been 
other sliding scale variations. 

As for the take-in and take-out 
expenses, the Guild reportedly 
wanted the theatres to foot the) 
entire cost on those items. bien 
demand on stagehands, it’s under- | 
stood. was that the theatres supply | 
18 and 





(Continued on page 60) 


Japan's Noted All-Girl 
Takarazuka Opera Unit 
To Visit 36 U.S. Keys 


Tokyo, July 29. 
Japan’s all-girl Takarazuka 
Opera Troupe will make its first 
postwar American mainland tour 
next year when it will play at 
least 36 U.S. cities in 13 weeks) 











|for a number of years, will con- 
| tinue in that capacity. The theatre, 
built by the late Martin Beck at a 
reported cost of $1,250,000, opened 
Nov. 11, 1924. The property is 
owned by an estate comprising 
Beck’s widow, Mrs. Louise Beck, 
and two daughters. 

CP is a subsidiary of the City 
Investing Co., headed by Robert 
W. Dowling, who's associated with 
Robert Whitehead and Roger L. 
Stevens in the Producers Theatre. 





Kansas City's Own weekly on its steady capacity busi- 


4-Opera Season 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 
Formation of the Kansas City 
Lyric Theatre Assn. as a civic 
group to promote an annual sea- 
son of grand opera here was com- 
pleted last week. The inaugural 


if that many were not/ season will extend from Sept. 29) 
needed, then the production was | through Oct. 25 during which four | 


operas will be mounted. 

Operas are to be sung in Eng- 
lish and presentation is to be at 
the Rockhill Theatre, 800-seater, 
which is currently operating as an 


art theatre for motion pictures as | 


a link in the Little Art Theatres 
circuit. 

The new company has been un- 
derwritten by private citizens and 
no solicitation of funds is to be 
made. Productions are to be on 
a strictly professional basis, with 
an orchestra drawn from the Kan- 
sas City Philharmonic and prin- 
cipals, chorus and stage crews on 


including the Met in New York. It} salary during the season. Auditions 
will be the first of four successive! already have been held for prin- 





annual tours. Forty Takarazuka | 
girls and 12 staff members will 
cross the Continent twice, giving | 
a minimum of 52 and a maximum 
of 100 shows. 

The show, which is being im- 
ported by Gins Attractions Inc., is 
weighing three tentative schedules. 
One would have the troupe debut 
in San Francisco in January, an- 
other in that city in October and 
the third possibility has the com- 
pany bowing in at Vancouver in 
August. Although the troupe has 
performed three times in Hawaii 
since 1955, it made its only U.S. 
tour in 1939. 

Two complete shows of two 
hours each will make up the Taka- 
razuka repertoire. One will include 
the “Takarazuka Hana Emaki” and 
the alternate program is expected 
to offer either “The Tales of 
Genji” or “Kosode Matoi” (Fire- 
man’s Sleeve). Both bills will be 
rounded out with “fantasies,” 
kabuki and other native dances. 

The troupe will first sweep 
across northern U.S. to take in 
Denver, Chicago, Minneapolis and| 
Boston. Making its way back to the 
West Coast, stops will be made at| 
N.Y., Pittsburgh, St. Louis, K.C., | 
Oklahoma City, San @ntonio and 
Los Angeles. 

Dr. Joseph Rosenstock penned 
the praises of the troupe to U.S. 
promoter Albert B. Gins several 
years ago. Gins responded with a 
contract query in 1956 to the late 
Ichizo Kobayashi, founder of the 
Takarazuka entertainment form. 
After Gins visited Japan the next 
year with a William Morris Agency 
rep, negotiations became more 
serious. The contract was signed 
last Jan. 16. 

An institution in Japan, the 
troupe was fictionalized by James 
A. Michener in “Sayonara” (WB). 

An offer from France for a 
European tour and a bid from 
Hawaii for another return engage- 
ment were both turned down by 
Toho which has decided to con- 
centrate its overseas Takarazuka 








efforts on America. 


cipals, to be drawn from the area 
as much as possible, and chorus 
try-outs began last Friday (1). 

Production personnel include 
Mrs. Kathleen Kersting and J. 
Morton Walker, stage directors; 
Russell Patterson, conductor; Ist- 
van Gladics, chorus master, and 
Charles Doherty, orchestra person- 
nel manager. Mrs. Kersting is a 
member of the faculty of the Kan- 
sas City Conservatory of Music 
and directs the workshop opera 
there; she is a former European 
operatic and concert singer. Wal- 
ker is assistant director of the 
University of Kansas City. 

The association officials: Michael 
Berbiglia, chairman; Henry C 
Haskell, vice-chairman; Lyle Ken- 
nedy secretary-treasurer, There is 
an executive committee of nine, 


| and a board of 18 directors, includ- 


ing the officers and executive com- 


| mittee members. 





Jamies Mason Sues Motel 


Laconia, N. H., Sug. 5. 

As a result of difficulties over 
lodging accommodatiorg, cross- 
suits for $500 each have been filed 
in Belknap County Superior Court 
here by James Mason, stage and 
film actor, and Kenneth Forkey, 
Gilford motel operator. The ac- 
tions are returnable in- September 
and are scheduled to be heard at 
the October term of the tribunal. 

In his action, Mason claims he 
made reservations at the motel for 
himself, his wife, Pamela, and 
their daughter, Portland, prior to 
the appearance of the trio at the 
Lakes Region Playhouse in Gil- 
fori, but that accommodations 
were later declared unavailable 
until a day later. The facilities 
were not adequate, anyway, the ac- 
tor contends, and he and his fam- 
ily finally checked in at a summer 
inn in the area. 

The motel owner, charging 
breach of contract, attached Ma- 
son’s pay up to $500 at the summer 
theatre. In his counter-suit, the 
actor attached all of Forkey’s real 
estate. 


Enlist Denise Darcel 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Film actress Corinne Calvet 
left hard feelings at two straw- 
hatters when she withdrew from 
two scheduled engagements in 
‘Light Up the Sky” in order to 
make the picture, “Sun In the 
Dust,” at Republic. A playhouse 
in Cincinnati signed Denise Darcel 
to replace her, and the Hinsdale 
Summer Theatre near Chi, on 
learning that Miss Calvet would 
exercise the cancellation clause in 
her contract, likewise tapped Miss 
Darcel. 

Show is current at the Cincy 
barn and opens at Hinsdale next 
Monday (11) 


100% ‘Music’ Net 
But Delay Divvy 


“Music Man” is nearing the 
1100% profit mark, but the backers 
jand management are not yet cash- 
ling in. Most of the coin cleared 
|thus far is tied up in production 
jeosts on the forthcoming national 
lcompany, plus other undistribut- 
lable items. 
| As of a June 28 accounting, the 








Meredith Willson musical, which 
has been clearing around $18,000 


ness, had netted $173,267. At that 
|time, however, the backers had 
lonly been repaid their $300,000 
|investment. There was no divvy 
\of profits, since $91,847 represent- 
led touring production costs to 
idate, plus $47,905 in bonds, $30,000 


| sinking fund and $3,000 tax re- 


| 
distribution. 

During the five weeks since the 
audit, the Kermit Bloomgarden 
and Herbert Greene presentation 
(in association with Frank Produc- 
|tions, Inc.) is figured to have piled 
{up another $90,000, bringing the 
|profit to about $263,000. By the 
lend of next week, the figure should 
be up to $300,000. 

However, not all of the coin 
taken in since the June audit will 
be available for distribution, as 
additional funds have since been 
sunk into the touring company. 
|The road edition of the tuner gets 
junderway Aug. 18 at the Philhar- 
monic Auditorium, Los Angeles. 


| The New York company, which | 


involved a _ production cost of 
/$298.598, is currently in its 34th 
week at the Majestic Theatre. The 
|cost of opening the show on Broad- 
|way was $325,120. Besides the pro- 
|duction tab, there was a $4,376 
|tryout loss and $22,146 in prelimin- 
jary New York expenses. 


‘MY FUR LADY’ CLOSES 
LONG CANADIAN RUN 


Vancouver, Aug. 5. 
Fur Lady,” the McGill 
| Univ.-produced musical comedy, 
| folded last Saturday night (2) at 
| the International Cinema, after a 
total of five weeks here. The local 
engagement was broken for a 
week's stand in Victoria, on Van- 
couver Island. 

The show; which opened in Feb- 
ruary, 1957, with an all-student 
cast, eventually played to an esti- 
mated 300,000 attendance in 82 
cities, grossing over $750,000 and 
paying $250,000 in cast salaries. 
it became professional during its 
long run, eventually paying up to 
$125 a week. 





“My 





Peter Saunders Leases 


Ambassadors in London 
London, July 29. 

Peter Saunders, producer of 
Agatha Christie’s record-run mel- 
ler, “The Mousetrap,” at the Am- 
bassadors Theatre, has negotiated 
a long-lease of the house, opera- 
tive from Sept. 20. He will make 
various renovations, including re- 
seating, during a 10-day pre-Christ- 
mas layoff of the show. As a re- 
sult, the capacity will be increased 
by 32 to 432. 

Saunders also has a new Christie 
meller in preparation. Entitled 
“The Unexpected Guest,” it wilk 
star Nigel Stock, Rene Asherson 
and Violet Farebrother. It is due 
for a week's tryout in Bristol begin- 
ning Aug. 4 before coming to Lon- 
don. Also on the producer's sched- 
ule is Jack Popplewell’s new play, 
“A Day in the Life of,” to open 
Sept. 8 in Nottingham, with Alfred 
Marks starred. It is due in the 
West End after three weeks on the 
road. 





As Corinne Calvet Sub| Predict Bus-Truck, Then Planes 


Replacing Railroads for Touring 


+ By LES REES 
Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 


: | 
Lake Whalom Silo Folds; | It won't be long before all legit 


| touring companies travel by plane. 





Summer stock was hit with two 
casualties in recent weeks. One 
was the Lake Whalom Playhouse, 
Fitchburg, Mass., and the other 
was the Avalon Theatre, Houston, 
Tex. 








The former had been oper- | 


Also Avalon, in Houston But in the meanwhile, buses and 
}tr 


ucks will be increasingly and per- 
|}haps exclusively used instead of 
| railroads for transportation. That is 
the opinion of Warren Caro, an 
| official of the Theatre Guild and 
| the Council of the Living Theatre 
Here last week for a “Friends of 


|serve. That left $524 available for | 


ating for 25 years, while the jv 
Houston venture’ was new this the Theatre cocktail luncheon to 
ason open a Guild subscription dvive at 
el 2 ithe State theatre, the new local 
The Fitchburg operation folded legit stand. Caro revealed that 
after operator Guy Palmerton was plans already are in the formative 
| hospitalized because of illness. It |Stage for air travel for touring 
had opened for the current season | gphows. CLT exec Willard Keefe and 
June 23. The Avalon, one of three | astress Nancv Kel'y (Mrs. Caro) 
professional theatres in Houston, | aico attended the luncheon. 


| 


opened May 20. George 
Marks was the producer. 

The Avalon, which utilized a 
| star policy, had Gypsy Rose Lee in 
;“Happy Hunting” skedded for a 
two-week run beginning last Mon- 
day night (4), with Joan Blondell 
in “Happy Birthday” as the fol- 
| lowup bill. 


Legits Touring In 


Lee | As in the case of the Los An- 


geles Dodgers and some other big 
|league baseball clubs, a_ single 
plane, or at the most, a pair, jointly 
|owned by New York producers, 
| would be utilized, Caro predicted, 
| He explained that the Dodgers’ sin- 
gle plane transports rot only the 
big league team, but also its three 
| triple-A clubs in Montreal, Spokane 
; and St. Paul. 
The Guild official believes that 
| such an arrangement would accom- 
plish a considerable monetary sav- 
S es 6 , ing, railroading being one of the 
all N La off | biggest item in skyrocketing tour- 
D y ling costs. One of the reasons why 
lthere are fewer and fewer Broad- 
Madrid, July 29. | way shows, including the bigger 
Hinterland tours are in ful] | hits, he says, is pyramiding rail 
swing as two of Spain’s leading | Costs. Moreover, the disruption of 
legit troupes tie in with al fresco} Tailroads’ schedules and the elimi- 
music and ballet festivals to brir.g | nation of so many trains, rather 
grade drama to provincia! masses. | than merely finance al considera- 
| Lope de Veza Company, headed | tions, are now driving producers to 
| by Jose Tamayo and /.lfredo Mar- | (Continued on page 60) 


| Sillach’s Theatre of Today ‘Birce-} 
|repertories in ten provinesat cane Finance West End ‘Mame: 
On the American Plan; 
Several Actors Invest 


| tals with trips to Palma de Mallor- | 

}ca, San Sebastian, Valencia, Bur-| 

| gos, Santiago, Vitoria, Madrid and | 

| Gijon coming up. 

Lope de Vega is featuring screen | London. Aus. § 

| cat Aurora Batite in Grock clap} David Pelham, Broadway pro- 
duction aide who is here to make 
his managerial debut with the 
West End presentaiion of “Auntie 

|Mame,” is financing the project 














sic “Medea,” Pirandello’s “Henry | 
IV” and “Hamlet.” Last week a 
Vigo audience estimated at over 
20,000 (mostly on Information Min- 
ister’s give-away stubs) cheered 


Miss Batista’s “Medea” perform- | °" the American plan. He's sell- 
| ance. ing units to investors on the theory, 
1a 3 : _ |as he explains, that “various small 
auaes ~bowed romgendior x cgprchico units are easier to find than one 
dus ” race Oe ateaubatélona | =P sum.” As with New York 
troupe Henin Popular Eepencl | productions, the backers will be 
debuted last week outdoors on the — r . eng aa 
fringe of Madrid with Caledron’s | PTO! gee. — ; ‘ 
“La vida es sueno” (Life Is a | Share profits equally with the 


Dream). Highlighting TPE birth, 
was one-shot performance of 
screen-stage star Paco Rabal 
lead. Permanent group includes 
Blanca de Silos, Marcela Yurfa, 
Marcelo Arroita and Leo Anchoriz. 


company will move footlights to 
Madrid's populated neig!iburhoods. 

Premiere of “Pobre” Jorge” 
(Poor George) July 10 at Teatro 
Eslava was a distinguished event 
built largely on curiosity and the 
popularity of Tony Leblanc who 
wrote and stars in this one-char- 
acter play. Taped voices of a dozen 
Madrid screen and stage personali- 
ties help Leblanc hold stage solo 
for an hour and a half. 
bar directed. 

Closing note concerns Madrid's 
showcase Teatro de la Zarzuela. 
Society of Authors, Zarzuela land- 


ministration for coming season. 
Formerly directed by Jose Tamayo, 
the music-dance-light opera salle 
has been leased to Lola Rodriguez 
Aragon, music conservatory topper 
and former diva. 








Tyrone Guthrie Better 


Stratford, Ont., Aug. 5. 

Tyrone Guthrie, reportedly re- 
covering from a sinus operation in 
a Belfast hospital, is expected to 
go to Tel-Aviv, in mid-January, to 
direct the long-planned production 
of “The Merchant of Venice.” 

If he does, Tanya Moiseiwitsch 
will do the decor. 





An opera adaptation of “The 
Thief and the Hangman,” originally 
a tv script by playwright Morton 
Wishengrad, with score by Abra- 
ham Elistein and libreto by Wish- 
engrad, copped first prize in an 
annual contest conducted by Ohio 
Univ. The work will be presented 
there next January. 





in | 


Directed by Aleman and Valdes, | 


Luis Esco- 


lord, announced a change of ad- | 


management. 

With Beatrice Lillie in the title 
role, in which she appeared brief- 
ly in the original Broadway pro- 
| duction, following Rosalind Russell 
and Greer Garson, the Jerome 
Lawrence-Robert E,. Lee adapta- 
tion of th Patrick Dennis novel 
will play a tryout Sept. 2-6 in 
Manchester and open Sept. 10 at 
the Adelphi, London. 

Among the cast members who 
have invested in the comedy are 
Richard Greene, Sylvia Ashiey, 
| Tony Hubbard and Charies Hughes- 

don, whose wife, Florence Des- 
}mond, will have the second lead, 
lthe caustic actress-friend of the 
| heroine. 
Jack Minster will stage the 
|show and the cast will include 
|Donald Stewart, Geoffrey Toone, 
|Patrick Holt, Jill Melford, Tom 
|GiMy Natalie Lynn and Rosamund 
Greenwood. 


‘DIARY’ TOURING PLAN 
___ ERASES STOCK DATES 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
| Mountain Playhouse at Jenners- 
| town, one of the oldest strawhats 
| in the state, had to make a fast 
switch this week when “Diary of 
Anne Frank” was withdrawn from 
stock release following a decision 





to send it on tour next season. 
Elmer Rice’s “Dream Girl” was 
substituted. 

Another loca! strawhat, the 
White Barn, ajso had “Anne 


Frank” skedded and had to yank 
it. Barn stuck in “Fair Game.” 
Latter play, as well as one follow- 
| ing it, “Greatest Man Alive,” were 
both directed by Elaine Perry, 
| Broadway producer here as special 
| Guest stager to give White Barn’s 
regular director Hale McKeen a 
‘ breather. 
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Legit Bits 


Pressagent Sol Jacobson, vaca-| 
tion-motoring in England, wan- 
dered in a hamlet called Broadway, | 
and writes that seemed consider- 
ably more relaxing than its name- 
sake capito! of show biz. 

Leonard B. McLaughlin, former 
manager of the old Maryland and 
Auditorium Theatres, Baltimore, 
and for the last four years in the 
realty business there, has returned 
to legit as manager of Ford's Thea- | 
tre, in the same town. 

David Clive, succeeding Paul 
Leaf, joined Bob Downing and Dan 
Broun last Monday (4) in the stage 
management of “Say, Darling.” 

George H. Quinby, Professor of | 
Dramatics in the Dept. of English 
at Bowdoin College, Brunswick, 
Me., is advisor-consultant this sum- 
mer to the Government of Afghan- | 
istan in establishing a dramatic | 
academy in the capital city of Ka- 
bul. | 

A revised version of the musical, | 
“Flahooley,” a 1950 Broadway flop, | 
is planned for off-Broadway pro- 
duction next fall by Sidney Bern- 
stein, with Sam Hirsch directing. 

Jack Livesay, who's appearing in 
“Look Back in Anger,” has re- 
ceived his American citizenship 
papers. 

Producer-director Shepard 
Traube has succeeded Joseph An- 
thony as instructor for the Actors | 
Repertory Theatre Workshop's ad- 
vanced class in directing. 

Warren Enters will direct “The 
Warm Peninsula,” which begins a 
cross-country tour next Oct. 29. 
The sets and costumes will be de- | 
signed by Frederick Fox and Ken 
Barr, respectively. 

Maxwell Anderson’s “The Gold- 
en Six,” which preemed last April 
30 at Boston U., is slated to open 
next Oct. 13 at the York Theatre, 
N.Y., under the production auspi- 
cies of Warner LeRey and Norman 
Twain. LeRoy also operates the 
theatre. 

The film rights to Tennessee 
Williams’ “Sweet Bird of Youth,” 
which Cheryl Crawford contem- 
plates presenting on Broadway next 
—_—_—_—_——_——————————— 


DICK SMART 


Currently Co-Starring in 


“BLOOMER 
GIRL” 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


Direction: 
HENRY WILLIAM WEISE AGENCY 











| Metro, 


- 


March, have been purchased by 
which plans filming the 
property after the termination of 
its New York run. 

Toni Darnay is current (Aug. 5- 
10) at Long Beach Playhouse in 
“Middle of The Night.” 

Richard Arlen will tour Austra- 
lia in “Anniversary Waltz,”’ begin- 
ning Aug. 14 the Princess Theatre, 
Melbourne. 

Michael McAloney is producing 


jand staging “Hole in the Head” as 


a strawhat touring vehicle for Hal 
March. 





Future Touring 


Continued from page 59 == 


| have their own buses for transpor- 


tation, at a savings in cost, Caro 
says. 

“This condition has made it al- 
most necessary for shows on tour 
to eliminate railroads which are 
increasing their difficulties and 
letting it be known they don’t want 
the business anyway,” ke asserts. 
“Also, it’s cheaper for the shows to 
travel by leased or their own 
buses.” P 

This year’s subscription 
paign will be an entire area project, 


| instead of only Twin Cities. It will 


cover communities in Minnesota, 
North and South Dakota and west- 
ern Wisconsin where United Para- 
mount has theatres, according to 
Charles Winchell, the film theatre 
circuit’s local head. 

There were not quite 3,000 sub- 
scribers last season, and with each 
show to play a week in the 2,237- 
seat State, this year’s goal will be 
5,000. The Guild promises five 


|shows, the same number as each 


of the last two previous seasons at 
the former legit house, the Lyce- 
um. The top for a subscription will 
be $25. 

Thus far, according to Caro, the 
Guild has set only three shows for 
the State, which will interrupt its 
regular film policy to play avail- 
able legit bookings. The scheduled 
tourers are “Romanoff and Juliet,” 
Jan, 5; “Look Back in Anger,” 
Feb. 16, and “The Warm Penin- 
sula,” Feb. 24. Of course, the Guild 
rep concedes, some or perhaps 
even all of these may be cancelled. 
But in that case, he’s confident, 


cam- | 


| obnoxious 


the Guild will have replacements. | 


Caro expects the new touring 
season to be numerically about as 
big as last. He figures that the cer- 
tain road entries include “Look 
Homeward Angel,” “Li'l Abner,” 
“Bells Are Ringing,” “Sunrise at 
Campobello,” “The Music Man” 


‘and “Tunnel of Love.” 


| 











Stock Review 

















Sweet and Sour 
Chicago, July 24. 
George Kondolf (in association with 
Theatre Guild) presentation of three-act 


(five scenes) comedy by Florence Lowe 
and Carolyn  Francke Stars Melvyn 
Douglas. Staged by Don Richardson; set- 


James Maronek; cos- 
At Edgewater Beach 


ting and lighting, 
tumes, Gene Coffin 


Playhouse, Chicago, July 24, °58; $3.95 
top 

Fanny Connie Sawyer 
Carrie Ina Balin 
Lottie . Martha Greenhouse 
Tracy Leslie Woods 
Moishe Gerald Hiken 
Pa Melvyn Douglas 
Uncle Simon Theodore Goetz 
Mrs. Ansbacher Alice Yourman 
Dr. Morrissey Daniel Reed 
Dr. Ansbacher Alfred Leberfeld 
Mr. Tager John Zee 





This play is more tedious than 
funny, an overlong tapestry of 
Jewish middle-class family life in 
turn-of-the-century Syracuse. Car- 
olyn Francke and Florence Lowe 
have written a sort of combination 
“Life With Father” and “Papa Is 
All,” with quasi-Yiddish manner- 
ism. Melvyn Douglas plays the 
dialect role of a _ pernickety 
patriarch who is eccentric but 
without charm. 

The story concerns an uprising 


by four spinster daughters mostly | 


because, he vetoes the youngest’s 
marriage to a Jew of lowly Rus- 
sian extraction. Naturally the girls 
succeed in taming Papa, but only 
(literally) with 
Neither the basic situation nor the 
pedestrian dialog tickles as comedy 
nor touches as serious drama. 

Douglas is both miscast and 
wasted in the one-dimensional role 
of the father who bellows at God, 
his daughters and nearly everyone 
else who comes onstage. He per- 
forms in an acceptable German 
accent. 

Of the daughters, Ina Balin 
stands out éor the poetic quality 
she gives to an undemanding role. 
As the sympathetic sister who 
knows how to get around the old 
man, Connie Sawyer spreads it on 
till it cloys; and Martha Green- 
house and Leslie Woods, as the 
sisters, manage shal- 
lowly. 

Gerald Hiken wins most of the 
laughs as the Russian-born suitor, 
playing the role in broad carica- 
ture and dialect. 

James Maronek’s ornate kitchen 
setting is impressive and service- 


able, and Don Richardson's direc- | 


tion manages to give some move- 
ment to a long and gabby play. 
Les. 





The Broadway rights to George 


Ross and Campbell Singer’s drama, | 


“Any Other Business,” currently 


running at the Westminster Thea- | 


tre, London, have been optioned by 
Irene Mayer Selznick until Novem- 
ber, 1959. 
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the help of God. | 

















We offer: 











Attention: 


® TOP BROADWAY KNOW HOW 
Currently We Are Presenting 
ROBERT WEEDE in “THE MOST HAPPY FELLA” 
SYLVIA SIDNEY in “AUNTIE MAME” 
BILLIE WORTH in “HAPPY HUNTING” 
JACK GOODE@ind JAN CHANEY in “DAMN YANKEES” 
(We Have Produced Over 300 Musicals) 
@ Scenery Construction (In Our Own Shops) 
@ Transportation (In Our Own Trucks and Trailers) 
@ First Rate Production Facilities (Our Own Lights, Props, Etc.) 
@ Firm Budgets and Cost Analysis 
®@ Arena Tent Shows—We Invented Them (See Current LIFE Mag.) 
@ Spectaculars 
@ Conventions 


INDUSTRIAL ACCOUNTS - THEATRE OWNERS 
TV and FILM PRODUCERS 


For Any or All of the Above Services Contact— 


AMERICAN THEATRE MANAGEMENT CORP. 
160 W. 46th Street, New York 


ST. JOHN TERRELL 
Myron K. Weinberg 








Circle 6-6417 


HOWARD HOYT 
Max Eisen 

















Legit Followups 


‘Look Homeward, Angel 
| (BARRYMORE THEATRE, N. Y.) 

Cast changes have not deprived 
“Look Homeward, Angel” of its 
aura of greatness. Something, 
however, has affected business, 
which has recently fallen as low 
as 60% of capacity. 

Can cast switches from Anthony 
Perkins, as youthful Thomas Wolfe, 
;Jo Van Fleet and Hugh Griffith, 
as the mother and father, to 
Andrew Prine, Miriam Hopkins 
and Ed Begley, respectively, be 
responsible for trade fall-off at the 
award winning play, or is it just 
the summer doldrums? 

September will perhaps provide 
the definitive answer, but in terms 
of emotional impact there’s no 
present evidence why “Angel” 
should be drooping. In the major 
replacements above, and with the 
substitution of Lenka Peterson, as 


}the girl who falls in love with| 


young Wolfe, for Frances Hyland 
who withdrew for a summer assign- 
ment at Stratford, Ont., producers 
Kermit Bloomgarden and Theatre 
200, Inc. have done all possible to 
ensure that replacements be clear 
carbon copies of the originals. 

From an_ overall production 

viewpoint, this kind of insurance 
is understandable, though it tends 
to make the task far greater for 
the replacement. Imitation may 
be the sincerest form of flattery, 
but not where actors of star calibre 
are concerned. 

Miriam Hopkins has limited her 

resemblance to Miss Van Fleet, to 
the outer accoutrements. While 
the mother still emerges, as she 
should, as a driving, grasping, pos- 
sessive woman, Miss Hopkins sacri- 
| fices a little of the memorable bit- 
terness for a slight edge in motiva- 
tion. It works nicely and Miss 
Hopkins presents a spirited, crisp 
portrait. 

Ed Begley has lent considerable 
common humanity to his concept 
of the stone-cutter father. Although 
Begley can let loose with perform- 
ance dimension when he has a 


mind, there is less of the giant-size | 
his | 


quality that Griffith made 
forte 

The assignment for Prine who, 
with an inconsequential profes- 
sional background, was tapped to 
replace Perkins is both special and 
tough. The chances are that Prine 
is a good actor in his own right, 
but what has been demanded of 
him has been to be as close a 
replica of his predecessor as pos- 
sible. The results are uncanny, 
ifor among other’ performance 
facets, Prine's voice and inflection 
are so close to Perkins’ as to seem 
identical. 

With similarly bent knees, un- 
gainly stance, uncut touseled hair, 
| erecmeee’y down to the last shoul- 
der twitch, some latter-day Sven- 
| gali has made Prine a rubber- 
istamp of Perkins. Since it’s so 
well done, the production balance 
is excellent, and it’s a credit to 
Prine’s imitative ability, 
as to his flexibility. Whether that’s 
a credit may be matter of opinion, 
but they obviously haven't let him 
do what comes naturally. 

As the sensitive girl boarder, 
Miss Peterson has a welcomely 
fresh pliability and individuality, 
and among the company who have 
been with the production since the 
opening, Rosemary Murphy as the 
gangling sister, Bibi Osterwald as 
the sentimental town madame, 
Victor Kilian as the doctor, and 
particularly Arthur Hill as sadly- 


fated brother Ben, add to produc-| 


stature with their carefully 
Geor. 


tion 
wrought performances. 


Romanoff and Juliet 
(PLYMOUTH THEATRE, -N.Y.) 

“The more it changes, the more 
it stays the same” can be applied 
to Peter Ustinov’s satirical com- 
edy, “Romanoff and Juliet.” With 


Tom Poston subbing for the vaca- | 


tioning Ustinov, and with five other 
cast changes since last October's 


premiere, matters in the capital | * 


city of the smallest country in Eu- 
rope (per Ustinov geography) have 
not substantially changed. More im- 
portantly, risibility on the nether 
side of the footlights has not 
changed either. 
| Poston’s portrait of the mincing 
| general is somewhat more aesthetic 
| than Ustinov’s, less splutteringly 
|pompous, but it is a 
|funny and does not fundamentally 
| alter the spoofish spirit of author 
Ustinov’s intent. Without aping his 
predecessor, Poston has adopted 
the mannerisms and peccadilloes 
that served Ustinov so well, yet 
kept the character his own. For 
Poston, who had theatre on the 
mind before television claimed him, 
this should be an auspicious credit. 
David White is now playing the 
American ambassador. His apoplec- 
| tic attack is appropriate and a good 
| contrast to Henry Lascoe’s senior 





Romanoff, which is still one of the 
best yock provokers in the script. 


| officer, 


| 


| the 


as well! 


George Tyne is somewhat raucous 
as the first soldier, a legitimate 
enough approach. Michael Tolan is 
capitally in serio-earnest as the 


'expostulating young Russian lover, 


Tamzen Allan tends to under- 
play the juicy bit of the junior 
Edward Atienza is still 
magnificently funny as the Arch- 
bishop, one of author Ustinov's 
brighter inspirations, while William 
Greene, as the debonair young 
American, seems somewhat jaded 


| after his lengthy runs in this part 


both in London and here. 
“Romanoff” is operating on two- 
fers to adequate business. It will 
close in August and take to the 
roed with Ustinov back in his origi- 
nal starring stint. Geor. 
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‘Sunrise’ Terms 


Continued from page 59 











to get a cash credit on the number 
not used, 

The IBO did not either accept or 
turn down the original Guild pro- 
posal, since the theatres make their 
own deals, with the booking office’s 
financial interest covering a 
straight $75 fee. However, when 
informed of the Guild demands, 
several of the hinterland operators 
met in New York and subsequently 
notified the IBO that the Guild's 
terms were unacceptable. 

The League of N. Y. Theatres’ 
committee on bookings expressed 
the opinion that terms asked by 
Guild were excessive. Under 
the modified terms, the tour is set 
te get underway Oct. 13 in Wil- 
mington, with Leif Erickson as 
star. The Broadway production of 
“Sunrise,” starring Ralph Bella- 
my, is currently in its 28th week 
at the Cort Theatre, where it 
dropped from sellout status to 
virtual capacity in recent weeks. 





Glen Allvine is pressagenting 
the Stratford (Conn.) Shakespeare 
Festival. 








Franklyn Fox 








Father Grieg 
“Song of Norway’ 


Jones Beach Marine Theatre 
Long Island 


"FOR SALE * 
3 SHUBERT and COX THEATRES 
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|% in Cincinnati, Ohio { 
_ BLACKSTONE THEATRE © 
: and lease of é 


GREAT NORTHERN THEATRE 
in Chicago, Iilinois 


te purchasers intending to use the 
Property @ought as Legitimate 
Theatres. 


| Reply to Box ¥-8058-59, Variety, 


a i a 


_ 154 W. 46th St., New York 36 — 
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PROFESSIONAL CARDS HONORED 
Theatrical and TV Make Up e All 
Leading Cosmetic Lines @ imported 
& Domestic Perfumes @ Distinctive 
Fountain Service. 
|] FREE DELIVERY OPEN SUNDAYS 
i “The Drug Store of the Stars” 
HADLEY REXALL DRUGS 

1181 6th Ave., Cor. 46 St.. NEW YORK 
| Telephone Plaza 7-0023 


} 
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| WANTED 


Young messenger for Broadway Pro- 
ducer’s office. Hard work, opportu- 
|| nity for advancement. Write qualifi- 
cations, interest, salary, etc. 


Box V-84-58, VARIETY 
154 W. 46th Street, New York 36 
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If TV Reviewed Newspapers 


Phoenix Nest page in the Saturday Review indulged in a spoof | 
by Gordon Cotler which has been raising chuckles among the lit- 


erati. “If Television Reviewed the Newspapers” (instead of vice 
versa), the critique of a news report on the monsoons in Baluchistan | 
by a Times correspondent would be given something like this, 


per the satirist: 


| 


“Fenstermacher begins his story in the classic, controlled style | 
that has become his trade mark, stating where and when the storms | 


occurred, the velocity of 


the winds, and the number of persons 
killed, injured, and made homeless. From here he builds to trench- 
ant quotes from the local roads commissioner and district drains 


inspector, and an astute summing up by a taxi driver. An old resi- 


dent, in perhaps the most sensitively drawn paragraph, is made to 
recall other monsoon seasons and compare them with this one. 


Whether it was Fenstermacher himself who wrote a long passarve 


describing the number of hours 


that trains, buses, and trams, in 


and out of the stricken areas have been delayed, or whether an 
insertion was later made by Orvil E. Dryfoos, Turner Catledge, 
or one of their desk men, the decision to include the material was 
well taken, and refiecfs credit on the Times management. 

“If this reviewer may be permitted one captious observation, it 
is directed at the make-up department, which must be held ac- 
countable for jumping the story—in the middle of a word, at that 
—to page 73, jolting the reader unceremoniously out of the mood 


Fenstermacher has spun. The error was compounded by the plac- 
ing of the jumped story cheek-by-jowl with an R. H. Macy ad for 


ladies’ cowhide bags! Could the Times have been unaware thet the | 
predominantly Hindu Baluchistani would be affronted by such a 


juxtaposition?” 














| Literati 











Timesman’s Guide 
Theodore M. Bernstein, of the 
N.Y. Times’ editorial staff whose 
periodic bulletins to Timesmen on 


better English usage in news re- 
porting have intrigued newspa- 


vermen and others outside the 
Times’ city room, has expanded it 


into a book titled “Watch Your 
il. nguage.” His bulletins are ti- 
tled “Winners & Sinners.” 


Channel Press (Crown) will pub- 
lish it in September. Jacques Bar- 
zun did the pyeface. 

Brett-Smith Heads Oxford, N. Y. 

John R. B. Brett-Smith has been 
named president of Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, N.Y., succeeding Henry 
Z. Walck, who resigned last March 
31 

Brett-Smith has been vp. of 
Oxford New York since January. 
1956, when he came to the U.S. to 
take charge of the company's book 
imports, principally those pub- 
lished at the Clarendon Press, Ox- 
ford, and by the London branch 
of Oxford University Press. 

Jay Nelson Tuck’s Shift 

Jay Nelson Tuck, former tv col- 
umist of the N.Y. Post, steps into 


the managing editorship of both 
Confidential and Whisper Maga- 
zines, published by Continental 


Magazines Inc 
The outfit recently purchased 
both publications from Bob Harri- 


son. Hy Steirman is editor and / 
publisher of Continental Maga- 
zines Inc 

After leaving the Post, Tuck 


workd for PR News Associations 
Inc. Under new management, both 
Confidential and Whisper State 
they will forsake their lurid, bed- 
room-peeping policies. 
Macmillan’s New Plant 

The Macmillan Co.., 
est general book publishers, 
occupy a 200,000-square-foot plant 
on a 20-acre tract near Riverside, 
N.J George P. Brett Jr., presi- 
dent of the firm, announced that 
Gadley Inc., which purchased the 
property, is a subsidiary of the 
company 

The operation will be a primary 
distribution center stocking about 
10,000,000 volumes initially, with 
some 3,000,000 more tomes to be 
added 

About 100 people will be em- 
ployed to begin the undertaking in 
the fall. Conveyor equipment for 
filling between 2.000 and 2.500 or- 
ders will be installed and the plant 
will have its own postoffice and 
railroad siding About 7,500 ac- 
tive titles in nine principal publish- 
ing departments will be stored at 





the center. 
_ MacQueen-Pope’s Books 
Veteran show biz historian W. 


MacQueen-Pope is at work on a 
history of the theatre in the 1920's, 
Which has been commissioned by 
Herbert Jenkins. He's also prep- 
Ping a history of the Adelphi The- 
are, as well as the story of seaside 
entertainments, 

_ Latter is to be done in collabora- 
ion with Clarkson Rose. 


Jock Whitney’s ‘Parade’ 

Parade, the nationally syndi- 
cated Sunday newspaper supple- 
ment, has been bought by John 
Hay Whitney, U.S. Ambassador to 
Great Britain. It was sold by 
Field Enterprises Inc. headed by 
Marshall Field, which also pub- 
4ishes The Chicago Sun-Times. 
This marks Whitney’s second pub- 


lishing venture, Last fall he made! 


world’s larg: | 
will | 


1 $1,800,000 investment in the N.Y. 
Herald Tribune. Parade is distrib- 
uted in 59 newspapers with a week- 
ly circulation of more than 8,000,- 
000. 

Meanwhile, Jess Gordon, edi- 
of Parade, has promoted Donald 
Wayne to managing editar. Rob- 
ert P. Goldman, Edwin Kiester Jr 
and James A. Bryans have been 
upped to associate editors 


Davies’ Musical ‘Mixture’ 

Robertson Davies’ new novel for 
Scribner's ($3.95) reflects his for- 
mer experience as a music critic 
The heroine of his “A Mixture of 
Frailties” wins a foundation grant 
in Canada and goes to London to 
study. Uncultured and from evan- 
gelical, jow-class parents, the girl’s 
growth as a singer and as a person 


of understanding involves a good 
deal of insidey comments on com- 
posers, singers, conductors coach- 
ing methods, stagefright and the 
meaning of art 

Davies, once an actor with Old 
Vic, now editor of the Peter- 
borough Examiner in Ontario, 
writes with verve, bumor= and 
literary gloss, and with many a sly 
passage. Full-bodied in its offbeat 


plotting ‘the Music Foundation is 
created out of the vindictive condi- 
tions of a will), this story seems 
a natural for screening. It abounds 
in highly pictorial characters in 
London's “Bohemia.” One dreads 
the certainty of Hollywood making 
the heroine an American and 
throwing away the British-Canadi- 
an values, but even so the film to 
come ought to be very amusing. 
The novel surely is 


Davies not only has sport with 


the reading of the will, not by 
| itself unusual in tales, but the 
shenanigans of the trustees, the 


absurdity of the forced spending 
of money, the desperate choice of 
a winner. These represent highly 
droll insights. The tyrant-mother's 
revenge on her son for marrying, 
|forcing him to constant sex with 
| his wife to produce the male heir 
which alone breaks the musical 





|foundation, is piercingly psycho- 
|logical, a kind of matriarchal 
| sadism beyond the grave. Land. 
CHATTER 

Adler Publishing Co. Ime. au- 


| thorized to conduct a publishing 
business in N.Y. 

St. John Books Inc. formed to 
conduct a publishing and printing 
business in New York. 

Richard Hubbell, director of the 
recently-organized World Wide In-| 
formation Services, includes many | 
former INS reporters and editors, 
including six former INS bureau 
chiefs. Hubbell is a former INS 
sales exec. 

Robert Van Riper, head of p.r. 
in the Philly office of N. W. Ayer, 
| draws on his own ad agency and 
public relations background for | 
“A Really Sincere Guy,” a first 
novel which David McKay is pub- 
lishing this month. 

Fight referee Ruby Goldstein has 
signed a contract with Funk & 
Wagnalls for publication of his| 
autobiography, “Third Man in the | 
Ring,” as told to Frank Graham, | 
sports columnist of the NY Jour- 
nal American for fall 1959 release. | 

A six-volume boxed edition of | 
“The London Shakespeare,” edited, 
with historical and critical com- 
mentaries, by John Munro (general 
introduction by G. W. G. Wick- 
ham) will be a $29.95 Xmas item 





| & Schuster imprint. 
Wallace Brockway and Herbert! 


~ 


jular theatre share—30° at 


(regular price $36), under Simon | Vince Susskind 


Weinstock’s “Men of Music,” first | 
published in 1939 and gone through | 
10 printings in hard-cover editions | 
(including one -extensively revised | 
version), being reissued by Simon | 


| & Schuster as a $1.95 paperback. | 


Deems Taylor authored the preface. 

Scripps-Howard columnist An-, 
drew Tully has authored “Treasury 
Agent: The Inside Story” for Simon 
& Schuster which is also publishing | 
Drew Pearson's first book in 2t'! 
years, “USA--Second-Class Pow-| 
er?” written in collaboration with | 
his legman, Jack Anderson, who 
gets joint billing. 


Shubert 


Continued from page 1 

















critics should be issued only when 
shows are playing the critics’ home | 
cities. 

The reaction to the letter along | 
Broadway was immediate and gen- | 
erally in violent opposition. Com- 
ment ranged from “stupid,” “arro- 
gant” and “self-defeating” to a 
shoulder-shrugging “it won't make 
any difference.” In one case a pro- 
test was lodged with the Assn. of 
Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 
agers, with a suggestion that John 
Shubert be called before the 
union board on the ground that his 
move interferes with and jeopar- 
dizes the livelihood of fellow-mem- 
bers. 

One producer was inclined to 
dismiss the matter. “I'm too busy 
doing a new show to bother about 
trifles right now,” he said. “But 
I'll take it up if and when it be- 
comes a problem. In general, how- 
ever, this is just one more of the 
sort of things that make me prefer 
to book independent theatres.” 

Another active producer com-» 
mented, “If necessary, I'll buy the 
seats for visiting press and charge 


| it against the publicity account for 


the show. After all, the only cost 
involved is just the Shuberts’ reg- 
most. 
If Johnny Shubert, or more prob- 
ably Jake, wants to make as issue 
of that amount I’m not going to 
have apoplexy over it.” 

As producers, managers and 
pressagents have often noted, the 
New York-resident patronage is 
generally enough to support a 
Broadwav show for only a few 
weeks. Thereafter, the longer the 
run the greater proportion of et- 
tendance is from visiting out-of 
towners. For that reason, publici- 
tv in out-of-town paners is figured 











essential for Broadway. and even 
more valauble when shows ulti- 
mately go on tour. 

‘Ben Hur’ 
= Continued from page 1 
vince Talent Associates, NBC-TV 


and a potential sponsor to postpone 
the telecast. The film production 

the most expensive undertaking | 
ever launched by a film company, 
is perhaps the most important 

project in Metro’s history and 
comes at a critical time in the 
company’s fortunes, a period in 
which M-G needs every possible 
assist in making the film a rousing 
success. : 

According to TA topper David 
Susskind, the telecast is planned 
as a two-hour show and a total of 
$450,000 will be spent in the ex- 
ecution. Susskind said he had re-| 
tained playwright-screenwriter N. | 
Richard Nash to write the teleplav | 
and Duane McKinney, remembered | 


|for his sets on Kraft’s “A Night | 


to Remember” telecast, to design | 
the production. Susskind added 
that McKinney was building a} 
treadmill gimmick so _ that the | 
chariot races and mob scenes can; 
be recorded on tape for integra- 
tion into the telecast. 

Susskind, who produces the Du- 
Pont Show of the Month over| 
NBC-TV, said that both DuPont | 
and another sponsor are interested 
in the “Ben-Hur” tv project. Alex | 
March, of TA, has been set as the! 
producer. | 

Industryites, analyzing the situa- 
tion, fear that if Susskind proceeds 
with his plans and comes up with 
a bankroller, the telecast can have 
serious repercussions on Metro’s 
blockbuster film. It’s noted that a 
production in the scope contem- 
plated by Susskind could possibly | 
corral between 30,000,000 and 40.-| 
000,000 viewers, many of whom 
would be lost to theatres when the 
new theatrical film version is re- 
leased at a later dates. 


It’s almost certain that Loew’s-| 
Metro prexy Joseph R. Vogel will | 


do everything in his power to con- 
and the network 





} 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


SD i ie ie i ie i le en ee i By Frank Scully FOSS SHte eee eoee 


Hollywood, Aug. 5 
Ted Post is a man whose work is known to millions. But only the 
stars known to millions know him persenally. Among his directoral 
stints on stage, pix and tv in the last 10 years he has come to know 
more stars than an astrophysicist 
He started out knowing them at a good, safe distance when he was 


|an usher at Loew’s Pitkin ia Brooklyn 20 years ago. Since then he has 
| directed everything but traffic cops, and even they would ¢o their 


work better under a Post refresher course. 

Of small stature and sharp as a toy poodle, it is hard to catch him re- 
laxed and resting. He won't even sit down while waiting for his turbo- 
jet on Hollywood Blvd. “I sat on one of those benches once. It was ad- 


| vertising a mortuary. I felt I was sitting on my own tombstone,” he 


said. 

This could lead into a commercial because this year he directed three 
“Tombstone Territory” films, but of course his fame in this field rests 
on more solid western terrain, notably “Gunsmoke.” In two years he 
directed 34 of these Colt costumers and moved the two-gun territory 
up to where even adults could watch the gunplay with sustained in- 
terest. 

Dark, intense, with shining white teeth that do not look as if he ever 
sacrificed his calcium lactate for any coal-tar or nicotine derivatives, 
he smiles readily and does not look as if any of the more common oc- 
cupational diseases of the make-believe industry will ever poison his 
outlook or his dinner 

“I stay away from Hollywood restaurants,” he confessed 
ly their sauces. Emba!lming fluid.” 

He has been nominated by the Screen Directors Guild as one of the 
top five directors for three years running, and in that league you're 
not playing with kids. And as Jong ago as 1954 he was nominated for 
an Emmy Award. If he didn't get it, it must have been politix. 

Since life is not a matter of years lived but the accumulation of ex- 
periences, Post, for all his youth, is an old man in show biz. Besides his 
“Gunsmoke” features he has knocked oft about 20 for Schlitz Play- 
house, 30 for the Armstrong Circle Theatre, another bunch for the 
Ford Theatre, Danger, Waterfront, Medic, Reader's Digest, West Point 
and Chesterfield, and everybody was more than satisfied 

A Post Grows In Brooklyn 

A Brooklyn boy, born when World War I was reaching the mop-up 
stage, his idea in those days of the West was New York's West End. 
I understand his father was a rabbi but, according to the official ree- 
ord, he was a mechanie and an inventor. Well, a Brooklyn rabbi could 
be all three and even then not make a fat living. Ted himself attended 
Brooklyn College but as further proof that working fathers didn't have 
the kind of take-home pay they do today, he had to quit college and go 
to work. And work in his circle meant a factory. 

But when he was 19 he got his foot in the door of Loew's Pitkin Ave. 
picture palace and from then on he was in show biz for keeps. He 
formed the Caravan players and things being tough all over in 1938 he 
had to write, act and direct his pieces for bagels over the borscht cir- 
cult. 

Later he managed to wangle a schglarship to the Dayhahanova school 
of the stage across the river.in New York and once in got a job teach- 
ing nights there. It didn’t require much research or memory or even 
scholarship, because he taught at night what he learned in the day 

From that post he pitched for the directorship of the legit musical 
of the garment industry called “Pins and Needles” and landed the job 
as assistant. He thought if it were all as easy as this he might just as 
well study directing from experts. So he took the course of the New 
School for Social Research. The witchhunters of that era thought that 
the only directing the New School taught was how to direct a revolu- 
tion, but Ted Post's subsequent career indicates that at least some of 
the students paid attention to the world of make-believe 

Feeling he now was established he married Thelma Feifel, a pretty 
non-pro, and worked around the small theatres which dappled Manhat- 
tan in those days. 

The hepsters in Hollywood were lighting out for the Signal Corps in 
droves after Pearl Harbor, leaving huge gaps in studio crews. Metro of- 
fered Post a director’s contract, but with the hot breath of Hitler 
breathing down everybody's back at the time, Ted said he lacked ex- 
perience to handle a Culver City directorial assignment 

‘Sponsors Wanted, No Experience Necessary’ 

Apparently the defense arm held no similar scruples. They took him 
and assigned him to an engineering battalion, on account, I suspect, 
his papers showed that his father had been a mechanic and inventor. 
But apparently he hadn't invented caution and Ted while in lialy drove 
over a Teller mine and nearly had his left leg blown off. He spent a 
year in a hospital and to thjs day walks with a slight limp 

While convalescing on Bill Mauldin’s snarling cartoons of fleabit- 
ten “Willie and Joe” he thought they might make a funny musical re- 
vue to improve the morale of boobytrapped veterans like himself. So 
by “special request” of the 5th Army HQ he was ordered to cook up 
just that sort of show. It became “Bypass To Berlin” and must have 
given the high command an icea that bucking up the Italian boot 
wasn't the easiest way to knock out the krauts 

Whether he ever got a citation from General Mark Clark isn't stated, 
With the war won, I guess everybody did. Discharged from the U.S. 
Army, 235th Engineer Combat Battalion, Gimpalong Post went back 
to directing at the Cedarhurst Playhouse, doing very well with staples 
like “Claudia,” “Old Acquaintance,” “Tonight At 8:30,” “Watch on the 
Rhine,” “The Male Animal” and “Counsellor At Law.” 

Black Bottom Version of ‘Rain’ 

In 1947 he tried a novelty, an American Negro Theatre version of 
“Rain.” The relatives of Jeanne Eagels didn’t sue, so I suspect it was 
okay. For the next few years he did a lot of directing at the Norwich 
Theatre, the Bridgehampton Playhouse, the Suffern Country Theatre, 
the Clinton (N.J.) Music Hall and the Yardley Theatre, with stars like 
Uta Hagen, Helen Parrish, Lynn Merrick, Lyle Bettiger, Ferdi Hoffman, 
Olive Deering, Anne Jackson, Dean Jagger, Glenda Farrell, Ernest 
Truex, Sylvia Sidney, Bela Lugosi, Janet Blair, Francis Lederer, Madge 
Evans, Gale Sondergaard and Edmund Lowe. 

Peggy Wood, Louis Calhern, Fred Allen and Orson Welles sponsored 
him as director of Theatre Adventure and his work was so well thought 
of that crix went.to the sticks to see how he was doing. Then Sidney 
Kingsley pitched for CBS to sign him, and between that major net- 
work and NBC he has been as busy as a marine protecting big biz ever 
since. In 1951 he even landed on the faculty of Columbia (the univer- 
sity, not the network) for pedagogical hitch and to this day likes to 
teach between directorial assignments. 

He has shot more pilots than a guerrilla gunman, the Perry Mason 
initial film being the best known of them. Westinghouse once trusted 
him with $100,000 to shoot a commercial film in color. The year before 
when the name of Albert Camus was less well known than Albert Dek- 
ker, he directed “Cross Purpose” on stage and he also directed An- 
derson’s “Triumph of the Egg” and Synge’s “The Tinker’s Wedding” 
for the Equity Library Theatre about that time. 

For Armstrong and Schlitz he has directed a whole regiment of stars. 
Most of them were established stars of stage and screen but he picked 
Jack Lemmon for “The Last Chance” as long as seven years ago. 

But it remained for “Gunsmoke” to prove that a good director could 


“Especial- 


to withdraw or at least delay the | take a lowly oat opera and shoot it to the top of the heap. But I atill 
| Pp 


televersion of “Ben-Hur,” 


wish he would try his hand at directing L. A. traffic. 
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British films per Anglo-Mexican 
pact. 

Rebecca Iturbide, film star, mar- 
ried Aureliano Torres, manager of 
Hotel Prince, and will honeymoon 
in U.S. : 

Spain’s leading man Francisco 
Rabal here from Madrid with pro- 
ducer Manuel Barbachano to begin 
shooting. 

Rosita Diaz Jimeno here from 
New York to produce and star in 
“Adorable Delinquent” play at Sala 
Chopan theatre. 

Canada’s Ambassador Douglas 
Cole offered a reception in honor 
|of visiting Alexander Brott, lead- 
jing Canadian musician. 

Alfonso Pulido Islas of Cimex 


Broadway 


Wall Streeter Arthur (and Fran- 
ces) Wiesenberger en route back 
from extended European vacation 
aboard the Cristoforo Columbus. 

RCA board chairman David 
Sarnoff named chairman of the 
National Patrons Society of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America, 

By error, the single-column cap- 
tion cut advertisement by announc- 
er-m.c. Bill Shipley in last week’s 
Variety fallaciously credited him 
in connection with Kent Cigarets. 

Glenn Gould the Canadian pian- 
its says ~ hopes to quit yo in 
10 years for composing an ction eer - 
lO Doing m5 ee Resat th this | negotiating with Chinese film firm 
season, he’s cutting down to 45 Shin Ho Shinag to distribute Mex- 
the next. |ican films in Formosa. 

Jennie Grossinger hosting a pre-| _ Hilda Kruger, former German 
European farewell soiree Aug. 16 | film actress, who lived here, dur- 
for George Jessel at her famed | ing Word War II, divorced Cuban 
Catskill Mt. resort before the com- | millionaire Julio Lobo in Havana, 
edian takes off for Israel and Euro-| Pedro Plascencia, pianist, in- 
pean capitals. | troducing a new rhythm monikered 

RCA sales veepee Martin F.|“Chambo” which is a combine of 
Bennett delivering the commence-|cha-cha-cha, mambo and rock 'n 
ment address in the Auditorium of | roll. 3 : 
the School of Education of NYU! Dolores Del Rio, appearing for 
to the 209 graduates of the RCA the first time on the stage in her 
Institute on Aug. 8. |own country, is a click in “Lady 

Jules Podel! ialking to Milion| Windemere’s Fan,” directed by 
Blackstone for Eddie Fisher, at the | Rodney Brent. 
Copacabana, as the New Year's Emilio Azcarraga Jr., director of 
Eve attraction. Singer hasn't had Televicentro, labelled unconstitu- 
Gotham nitery exposure for several tional the decision of the depart- 
years, and that was only as courte- | ment of Interior which prohibited 
sy for three days at Monte Proser’s the raffle of a house and 99 radio 
shortlived La Vie En Rose now sets in a tv program, because tick- 
Sardi’s East restaurant. ets were not sold but distributed 

Edith Piaf, longtime headliner free among live tv visitors. 
at the now defunct Nick & Arnold's “Agreement for interchange of 
Versailles, makes her Waldorf- musicians between Mexico and the 
Astoria bow Sept. 18 when the, U-S. is cooking” said press a 
Empire Room reopens for the win- tary of the Musicians Union. As 
ter season, Unlike Maurice Cheva- S0on as it goes into effect next 
lier, who did-only eight shows a month, The Magic Violins troupe 
week (one-a-night Monday-Thurs-|"ow in Mexicali will go to Los 
day, and two on Fridays and Satur- Angeles to play at a night bee " 
days), Miss Piaf's schedule calls) Henry Fink, veteran US song- 
for 10 frelics a week. lwriter, received original music 


N.Y. Philharmonic’s recent tour Sheet copy of his “The Curse of an 
of South America, a success made | Aching Heart,” published in 1912, 
the more dramatic because in the | at fiesta from visiting Judge Walter 
wake of Vice President Richard Hart of Brooklyn Supreme Court. 
Nixon’s unhappy experiences is | Also present was Bill O'Dwyer, re- 
celebrated in a lively illustrated | membered as the “cop” on the beat 
brochure just circulated, under the | when Fink had a saloon in Brook- 
signatures of Bruno Zirato and | lyn in those old days. 

George E. Judd Jr. of the orches- ne 
tra. Robert Schnitzer, ANTA-State 
Dept. contact, gets billing as tour's 





Blackpool! 





booker. 
David Whitfield topping in lavish 
George & Alfred Black production 

Fire Island, N. * at Rance oh wae nee i 
ross eila Buxton, tv thrush, replac- 
Ton BP = pomior d of “Oh ing indisposed Shirley Bassey at 
Captain,” on the beach for a look- S°uth Pier Pavilion. | - 
Bee. | Ken Dodd, comedian, planning 
Louis Nye, Steve Allen’s “Gor- wedding bells with fiancee Anita 


| Boutin in September. 
Resort filled with 
from all parts of U.K. 
shows doing good biz. 
Lonnie Donegan, English skiffler, 
heading six-weeks’ matinee season 


don Hathaway,” prepping a disk 
vacationers 
All live 


bow. 

Set designer Carl Kent goes on 
a keyboard kick with weekend 
jazz soirees. | 

Burt Sloane, UA p.a., in for a 


Sunday quickie with announcer! for Harold Fielding at Palace 

+ ) Ss. } * 

CBS veepee Oscar Katz made a| /heatre. . 

farewell appearance at Ocean Mal Hollander (& Hart) tempo- 

Beach at Mayor Arthur Silsdorf’s Tarily out of “You'll Be Lucky 
revue at Queen’s Theatre with 


before heading out on a motor 
trek to the Coast. 

Archer Winsten, N.Y. Post film 
critic, spent an afternoon snork- 
ling in the sea. Sez he got the 
habit after a junket with Jane 
Russell's “Underwater.” 

Al Tamarin, United Artists Rec- 
ords veep, doubling at Ocean Beach 
and Great South Bay Jazz Festival, 
some of the latter which his disk- 
ery is planning to record. 


Mexico City 
By Pepe Romero 
(25-22-54) 
Cantinflas collects the 
sound on tape. 


stomach trouble. 

Specially-strong cast (Winnie 
Atwell, Michael Holliday, Kaye 
Sisters, ete.) in Jack Taylor-Tom 
Arnold layout “Light Up The 
Town” at Hippodrome Theatre. 


Las Vegas 


By Forrest Duke 
(DUdley 2-6100) 
Hal Kemp, NBC talent buyer, at 
El Rancho. 
Jules C. Stein, MCA chief, vaca- 
oning at Tropicana. 

John Adomona, guitarist, a click 
Mexico's Silvia Pinal filming in in Fremont Carnival Room, _ 
Barcelona, Spain. | Joe Scott, new maitre d’ at Silver 

@rson Welles and Oscar Danzin- | Slipper, was an actor for 10 years. 
ger to co-produce here. Al Sherman of Mutual Enter- 
Sofia Alvarez, star of Mex stage | tainment Agency opened a local 
and screen, is in Madrid. | office. 
Andy Russell will return to| Stage manager Eddie Lynch, who 
Mexico from Argentina in Septem- | has worked the Minsky shows for 
er. | 30 years, off to New York vacation. 
Maria Felix back from Paree to| Al Capp told Riviera veep Ben- 
star with Tony Quinn in “Cuca-|"y Goffstein that he would be on 
racha” film. hand for Sept. 1 preem of “Li'l 
Samuel Alazraki to London to| Abner.” — : 
arrange coproduction of his Victor Ed Sullivan, Milton Berle, Hank 
Hugo script. Henry, Pinky Lee and George 
Pedro Armendariz recovered | Gobel acted as officials at local 
from kidney operation performed | S0ap Box Derby. 
in Hollywood. 
pared on leading Mexican N 
songwriter and composer, died 
here recently. eattle 
On way to Rio de Janeiro, Ald- By Don Reed 
ous Huxley spent a day with Dr. yom Teagarden and All Stars 
|at Orpheum Theatre. 
Bob Hope to lead Seafair Grande 


Eric Fromm in Cuernavaca. 
Tin-Tan, comedian, admitted ow- | 

Parade while on holiday visit with 

family, 


ing the Mexican treasury 44,000, 
Eric Johnston in to lecture in 


pesos (almost $4,000) taxes. 
Argentine star Libertad Lamar- 

Walker-Ames series at U of Wash- 

ington. 


que signed for three films with 
producers Brooks & Enriquez. 

Mexico and the U.S. have recent- Keigo Japanese dancers into 
ly signed television agreement to| Norm Bobrow’s Colony Club for 
cover the border of the two coun-| extended run. 

Seattle Players continuing run 
of “Desire Under The Elms” at 


tries, 
in Mexico, will soon release 12. Roycroft Theatre. 





history of | ui 





Vernon T. Dickins, Rank’s rep 


London 


(COVent Garden 0135-6-7) 
Alderman F. G, W. Chamberlain, 
Nicole Maurey in from Paris to 
| start “The Scapegoat,” an Ealing 
production for Metro. 
| ° Monique Van Vooren to the Riv- 
jiera, where she’ll star in a celeb- 
| rity gala in Monte Carlo. 

Felix King, bandleader at Col- 
ony restaurant, off on vacation to 


Mexico via New York and Buffalo. | 


Eric D. Morley, director of Mec- 
ca, whose operations include the 
Cafe de Paris, sailed for New York. 

Andrew L. Stone in town. He's 


on the prowl for a liner which he | 


wants to sink in a forthcoming pic. 

Eric Johnston checks out for 
South America via Paris, after five 
day sessions with MPEA European 
toppers. 

Rank Organization and RCA 
Records tossed a joint reception to 
Harry Belafonte,( who opens a sea- 
son at Gaumont State, Kilburn. 

Emil Wertheimer Trust Fund 
has donated $14,000 towards Vari- 
ety Club’s new home for training 
of blind, deaf and dumb children. 

Peter Cushing and Christopher 
Lee again teamed by Hammer 
Films as stars of “The Hound of 
Baskervilles” which rolls next 
month. 

Associated British Picture Corp. 
holding its annual stockholders 
meeting. Deputy chairman Eric 
G. M. Fletcher stands for reelec- 
tion to the board. 

Colan MacArthur, Rank’s resi- 
dent director in Buenos Aires and 
chief of their operations for Latin 
America, currently in town 
confabs with organization toppers. 
Lord Mayor of Bristol and chair- 
man of local branch of Cinema- 
tograph Exhibitors’ Assn., is leav- 
ing for New York this month for 
a five weeks’ stay as guest of the 
Mayor. 

Aldrich back 


Robert from 


Greece where he had been on fo-! 


cation with “The Angry Hills,” a 
Raymond Stross yroduction for 
Metro. Studio work is being com- 
pleted on M-G lot at Elstree. 


Paris 
By Gene Moskowitz 
| (28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) 
Next year’s Cannes Film Fest 


fill run from May 1-15. 

Xavier Cugat and Abbe Lane 
doing the town before latter heads 
for Spain and a film chore. 

Paul Graetz made a deal with 
Jean Renow to direct one pic for 
him in "59. Subject has yet to be 
chosen. 

Zizi Jeanmaire and Roland Petit 
back and saying they turned down 
three Yank pic offers because of 
prior commitments here. 

Georgia Gibbs here from Monte 
Carlo en route to London for two 


appearances on “Sunday Night at, 


the Palladium” video show. 
Folies-Bergere star Yvonne Men- 

ard begins first film starring role 

this week. Pic is called “Enigme 


Aux Folies” and is about a murder | 


there. 

More than 100,000 disks of “Col- 
onel Bogey” (Kwai) have been sold 
by Philips. Company reduced al- 
bum price by 12° due to hikes in 
sales. 

Harold Adamson, vet cleffer, in 
for talks with Paddy Crookshank 
of Robbins Music, and M. De 
Roquier of Chappells on placement 
of his ditties overseas. 

Walter Reade feels it is better 
to dub foreign pix here than in 

|U. S. with his Hispano “An Angel 

Passed Over Brooklyn” he record- 
ed Peter Ustinov’s role in the U. S. 
and will do the rest here. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

2123 Fremont Ave. So.; FR 17-2609 

Music Bar nitery has comedian 
Nate Wexler. 

Wallace Bros. tent circus played 
six-day stand. 

Oscar Peterson Trio on tap at 
| Lakeview club. 
Singer Erin O’Brien into Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room. 

Glenn Miller orchestra into Prom 
Ballroom for one-nighter. 

Les & Larry Elgart into Prom 
Ballroom for one-nighter. 

Six “Tomeats” into St. Paul 
Hotel Lowry Gopher Grill, 
| Herbie Mann and his quintet 
continuing at Lakeview Club. 

Gaslight Players at Stage Coach 


nitery presenting “The Drunkard.” 
Minneapolis Pops Orchestra into 


its ninth Lake Harriet park season. 


| More than 26,000 paid way into daily 
first national open women’s golf | 


| tournament here. 
| Vice-president Richard M. Nixon 


for | 


actor Burl 


gether. 
| Follies,” combined water 
stage show, at Wirth Pool for 12 
| nights, scaled at $3.50 top. 


| Capital Airlines here starting 


| week-end all-expense “New York 
| Week-End Tours” including tickets 
| to three Broadway shows at a $175 
cost, 

With pianist Roger Williams as 
guest artist, second Minneapolis 
|Symphony’s “Music Under Stars” 
series concert drew 7,000 payees at 
| baseball stadium. 

Pianist Van Cliburn stopped 
over en route to Little Falls. Minn., 
where he had given recitals in 1956 
and 1957 and where he and his 
mother were honored at a fete. 

With pianist Roger Williams as 
guest artist, second Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra “Music Under 
The Stars” series at 
| stadium drew 7,000 people. 

Minneapolis Symphony’s 1957-58 
season’s gross and net receipts 


showed gains of $22,050 and $9,900 | 
respectively over previous season | 


and deficit was only $602, com- 


pared to $19,131 


season was also up 4,064, as com- 
'pared to 3,680. 


Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Stampa Estera; 675 906) 
Rossana Schiaffino to Spain for 
Festival appearances. May then 
start work on new William Dieterle 

production. 

Giorgia Moll, only recently back 
in pix after skiing accident, tem- 
porarily overcome by smoke fumes 
in fake fire scene for current pic, 
“Dangerous Wives” (Morino) di- 
rected by Luigi Comencini. 

Most Italo stars not working, 
and those who are, busy trekking 


| from festival to festival. Take your | 


|choice: San Sebastian, Messina, 
|}Pula, Karlovy Vary, Locarno. 
| Next: Vencie, starting Aug. 24. 

| John Derek on way to Greece 
| aboard Yugoslav steamer with his 
wife, Ursula Andress, after com- 
pletion of “Volga Boatmen” in 
Yugoslav capital. Dawn Addams 
and Elsa Martinelli were costars 
in pic 

Angelo Lavagnino completed 
musical score for Gardner-Fran- 
ciosa starrer “The Naked Maja,” 
now in its second month at Titanus 
Studios. His next composing stint 
will be for “Fiesta Grande” Italo- 
Spanish coproduction. 

Juliette Greco's oft-postponed 
Rome opening at Casina delle 
Rose delayed again because of ill- 
ness. Singer is recouping from 
“Roots Of Heaven” stint at Cap 
Hotel, Antibes. Suzy Delair was 
last name at alfresco nitery. 

Sam Spiegel accepted Donatello 
David Gold Statuette awarded by 
Italo exhibs to best foreign pic of 
year (“Kwai’’) at Messina. Ten- 
nessee Williams accepted Marlon 
Brando's prize, Gina Lollobrigida 
the kudo for “Anna Of Brooklyn,” 
while Anna Magnani received best 
actress “David” herself at Sicilian 


event. 
Zurich 


By George Mezoefi 
(32, Florastrasse; 34-70-32) 


Stadttheatre at Basle will present 
first German performance of Cole 
Porter's “Can-Can” next season. 

Number of tv subscribers in 
| Switzerland has now reached 41,- 
159, nearly 10,000 more than six 
months ago. 

Harry Belafonte stopped over in 

Zurich, coming from Rome, ac- 
companied by. his wife. 
formances skedded. 

Smallseater Theatre am Central 
| shutters as legithouse, due to fin- 
ancial difficulties. It will re-open 
as a cinema this fall. This reduces 
| Zurich’s legit outlets to two again. 
Schauspielhaus will open the 
1958-59 season Sept. 11 with a 
| revival of Shakespeare’s “Julius 
Caesar,” last staged here 17 years 
ago. 
| Kurtheatre Baden, summer thea- 
tre near Zurich, has set Swiss ver- 
sion of Irish playwright Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll's “Reluctant Saint,” 
end of this month. 

Switzerland's initial railway sta- 
tion newsreel theatre, Bahnhof- 
kino, opened in Zurich central sta- 
tion. It is a 422-seater with eight 
one-hour shows, 3-11 p.m. 

A huge lakeside exhibition here, 
the SAFFA (National Exhibition of 
Swiss Women’s Work), is luring 


to “salute” Minnesota’s Centennial | crowds away from cinemas and tv 


|on a pre-Aquatennial parade. 


| “Wizard of Oz,” “King and I” 
Paul 
Civic Opera’s offerings next winter. 

Minneapolis Choralieres, mixed 


land “Rigoletto” to be St. 


singing group, won fifth place at 
international 
Wales 


sets. 
| registered during first week. 

A cycle of recent U.S. films at 
the Bellevue is playing to good b.o. 
|} Included are “From ere To 
Eternity,” “Waterfront,” “Tea- 


musical contest in| howse of August Moon,” “Friendly 


Persuasion” and “Place in the 


Author MacKinlay Kantor and! Sun.” 


Ives conferred here 
anent a play they plan to do to- 


Annual, locally produced, “Aqua 
and 


baseball | 


| John Flinn 
the preceding | 
year. Orchestra earned 55% of its | 
total budget against 53% previous | 
season. Attendance for 17-concert | 





| at 


| Fred Waring troupe and Jose 


No per-| 


More than 100,000 visitors | 


Hollywood 


Sol Lesser returned from Denver 
holiday. 
|. David Farrar sporting broken 
kneecap. 
Ritz Bros. marked their 30th 
| anni in show biz July 31. 
N.Y. Mayor’ Robert 
hosted at AMPP luncheon. 
Richard Bernstein in Veterans 
bee with slipped disk. 
| Charles Martin appointed mer- 


Wagner 


| chandising manager of KTTV. 
| Mickey Neilan seriously ili at 

Motion Picture Country Hospital. 
| Ray Jones checked off Universal 
| lot after 22 years as head portrait 
| fotog. 
| Karl Tunberg to Paris for con- 
fabs with Jean Negulesco on 
| Metro’s “The Blessing.” 
| Taina Elg suffered painful body 
; cuts in fall on set of “Return To 
| King Solomon's Mines.” 

Michael T. North upped to vp of 
artists management at tv packag- 
ing firm of Art Rush Inc. 

Margaret O’Brien, now 21, court- 
awarded control of her past sav- 
ings amounting to $152,460, 
installed as chair- 
man and Al Horwits as co-chair- 
man of Studio Publicity Directors 


Committee. 
Chicago 


(Delaware 17-4984) 


Pete Seeger giving folk song 
concert at Masonic Hall. 


Bernie Baker named stage man- 


| ager at Drury Lane Theatre. 


Robert Busch topping cast of 
“Brigadoon” at Music Theatre. 

Blue Angel, calypso nitery, 
holding series of beauty contests 
for “Miss Blue Angel.” 

Georges Sebastian and Kiril 
Kondrashin inked as conductors 
fur Lyric Opera this fall. 

WBBM-TV’s Ray Rayner has 


| featured role in Tenthouse Thea- 


tre’s production of “Career.” 

Ernesto Cristiani of Cristiani 
Bros. Circus recovering from emer- 
gency surgery at Alexian Bros. 
Hospital. 

Harry Gaines, Milton Lamb and 
JoJo Pernell organized Universal 
Cabaret Theatre Co. with a mostly 
Negro cast. 

Lil Armstrong, jazz pianist and 
former spouse of Louis Armstrong, 
holding forth at Golden Lion Inn 
of Sheridan Plaza Hotel. 

Wayne Muir orch, usually at 
Glass Hat of Pick-Congress Hotel, 
doing brief stand at Tony De 
Santis’ Martinique in Evergreen 
Park, III. 

Jan Sterling here for two weeks 
in “Spider's Web” at Drury Lane, 
and Ann Sheridan doing a fort- 
night in “Kind Sir” at Edgewater 
Beach Playhouse. 

Architects League of Chicago 
proposing to city a plan for a 
“living” cultural centre to house 
all performing arts on amateur, 
semi-professional and professional 


levels. 
Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Chantoosey Mary Lou Brewer, 
D.C. native, highlighted weekend 


“The 
starring 
Muriel Smith, completed its fourth 
s.r.0. cuffo stanza at National The- 


|cruises of Wilson Line. 


| 


|} Crowning Experience,” 


Moral Rearmament’s 


re. 
Comic Dave Gardner, at Casino 
Royal, is fourth Jack Paar alum- 
nus booked here, following Gene- 
vieve, Jonathan Winters and Sid 
Gould. 


Greco terpers in offbeat combo at 


| Carter Barron Amphitheatre, fol- 


lowing sock week of Louis Arm- 
strong teamed with Ella Fitzgerald. 
Julie Haydon, widow of George 
Jean Nathan, returned to footlights 
in nun’s role in Philip Barry's 
|“Joyous Season,” at Catholic U., 
|under direction of Father Gilbert 
Hartke, who helped guide star's 
career in early days on stage. 


Athens 


By Irene Velissariou 
| (Tinou 44, Tel. 614515, 814348) 

Elia Kazan cruising Greek is- 
land® with family. 
| Katina Paxinou off to Hollywood 
| to star in “Miracle.” 
| Violinist Hedi Gigler appeared 
| as soloist with Athens State Symph 
at Odean Herodus Atticus. 
| Greek Film Week will be held 
| in Bari, Italy, during Fierra del 
Levante Fair in September. 

Gia Scala returned to Rome 
| after month’s stay for her role in 
|\“Angry Hills’ (MG) Raymond 
Stross produetion shooting here. 
Robert Mitchum has male lead. 

Italian Producer Alfredo Bint 
|} searching locations to shoot his 
}next pic which will be based on 
| Geeek story by Kostas Assimako- 
|pculos, It will be directed by 
fee Castellani with Anna Ma- 
gnani and Anthony Franciosa. 
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| died in London on July 29. He was] Shaw work, “The Devil’s Disciple”, 
formerly manager of Denham and! set here for Hecht-Hill-Lancaster MARRIAGES 
OBIT ARIES a A. f production (United Artists) with | 9, epee —_ se ~ Irwin 
Survive y wife, son and ¢;. ena “Witt ao eds .»| Hamilton Kramer, Yesthampton 
, daughter. Sir Laurence Olivier and Lancaster Beach, L.I, Aug. 3. She is the 


EDDIE DAVIS 


Eddie Davis, 58, gag writer and | 


librettist, died early Wednesday | 
(29) morning in his sleep at his 
New York home, only a week after 
being discharged from St. Luke’s 
Hospital. A iongtime victim of | 
a-thma, which for a number of 
years compelled residence in Ari- 


zona, he was believed on the road 
to recovery when he left the hospi- 
tel. after a six-week stretch, but 
complications affecting his heart 
avd lungs brought sudden death. 

Two days prior thereto Davis, an 
incorrigible “idea” man, was on 
tI e 
for a new “gag calendar of the 
month” project which ed 
Jackie Kannon was underwr:ting. 

Contributor to legit musicals 


like “Hold On To Your Hats,” 
‘Follow The Girls” and “Ankles | 
Aweigh,” and sketch writer for 


George White's 1939 edition of the 
“Scandals,” Davis’ metier was com- 
ecay. He once had Edd‘e Cantor 
as a captive audience of one in 
his cab and after a barrage of one- 
liners Davis turned in his hackie 
license and became a jokester. He 
later wrote for Jimmy Durante, 
Jack Haley, Al Jolson, Martha 
Rave, Kean Sisters, Lew Parker, 
Bob Hope, Milton Berle, Ed Wynn 
aud Joe Penner. 

He was born Edward Danziger 
on New York’s lower east side and 
was.a Western Union messenger 
before he became a taxicab driver. 


His enforced hospitalization in- |, 


like “Laughter In 
Bed.” “Flat On My Asthma,” 
“Fun Voyage,” eic., some of them 
ribald but always with a humorous 
twist 

Wife and daughter survive. 


spired books 


ALBERT E. SMITH 
Albert E. Smith, 83, inventor of 
the early Vitagraph projector and 
one of the real motion picture pio- 
neers, 










In Rememberance 


BARRETT H. CLARK 


August 5, 1953 


His staff at 
Dramatists Play Service 








wood Aug. 1. He had been in re- 
tirement for many years. 

Smith, partnered with the late 
J. Stuart Blackton, got his idea for 
a projector when he saw Thomas 
A. Edison’s peephole device. Once 
he had perfected his projected, 
Vitagraph -went into production, 
starting out with two shorts—one 
showing a speeding train and the 
other fire engines. This they fol- 
lowed with another very successful 
subject, “The Burglar on the 
Roof 

Vitagraph flourished and the 
Smith -Blackton partnership with 
it. Smith was an expert cameraman 
and he accompanied Theodore 
Roosevelt and his roughriders in 
the charge on San Juan Hill. Later, 
he faked a sea battle scene by 
photographing it on a table in his 
studio 


The Vitagraph company devel- | 


oped many of the early stars, in- 
cluding Clara Kimball Young, 
Norma and Constance Talmadge 
and Mabel Normand. Smith set 
down his experiences in a very 
entertaining book called “Two 
Reels and a Crank.” 

In 1925, Smith and Blackton sold 
their interests in Vitagraph to 
Warner Brothers. Blackton died in 
1941. 

Smith was born in England — 
came to the States at the age o 
13. He leaves his wife, Lucile; 
three daughters, Mrs. Audrey Mar- 
tin, Mrs. Edith Murin and Mrs. 
Ethel Brauninger. and three sons, 





Albert E. Jr., "g ut. Col. J. G. 
Smith and Ronala Smith. 
EPH CHARNINSKY 
Eph Charninsky, 77, veteran 


musician and theatre operator, 
died on July 29 in San Antonio in 
a local hospital following an ill- 
ness of several months. A native 
of Sherman, Tex., he later became 
& musician, orchestra leader and 
theatre owner in Dallas. 
to San Antonio in 1930 and opened 
the Palace. He acquired other 
theatre properties and was the 
builder of the city’s first drive-in 
theatres, the Fredericksburg and 
Trail. For a time he was associated 
with Interstate, then became head 
of the Southern Theatres Co., op- 
erating several nabe house and 
ozoners purchased from 
State Theatres. He was also asso- 
ciated with Claude Ezell, veteran 
ozoner circuit operator. 

Survivors include the widow, 


two daughters, four brothers, two 
sisters, five grandchildren and two 
great grandchildrn. 


phone to VarreTy with plans, 


comedian | 


| MARTIN GEORGE SMITH 
Martin George Smith, 66, Toledo 


theatre operator since the 1920s 
and active in national and state 
exhibitor associations for many 


years, died July 26 at his home. 


Beidler Theatres in Toledo. In 
1923, he was elected president of 
the Ohio Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners Assn., and was the first 
president of the Independent The- 
atre Owners of Ohio. He wes a 
past president of National Allied, 
and a v.p. of the MPTOA. He also 
was secretary-treasurer of the To- 
ledo Theatres Assn. He was instru- 
mental in having Ohio censorship 
of newsreels ‘removed in 1952, 
| when he served as defendant in a 
isuit challenging the state statute. 
,He was a past commander of the 
|Toledo post of American Legion, 
veteran of World War I, and mem- 
| ber of the local Selective Service 
| Board during World War II. 
| Wife, daughter, son, and 
grandchildren survive. 


MRS. IRVIN FELD 

Adele Ruth Feld, 31, wife of 
Irvin Feld, operator of Super Mu- 
sic Record Shops, Carter Barron 
| Amphitheatre, and booker of tour- 
ing attractions, was found dead in 
her garage in Washington, D.C., 
July 31. 

Feld, along with brother Israel, 


five 


parlayed a patent drug business 
into one of largest record store 
chains in area, plus a_ national 


booking agency, specialzing in mass 
pop entertainment events. Brothers 
also operate Government-owned 
Carter Barron Amphitheater, 





FRANK A. PAGET 


Frank A. Paget, 63, president of 


| New York's Hotel Pierre, died July 


died at his home in Holly- | 


j 


| 


| chapel 


i 


| 


He came | 
| and 


31 in Stamford, Conn. Born in 
France, he came to the U. S. in the 
early 1920's to work at the old 
Waldorf Hotel. In 1927, he went | 
to St. Louis as manager of the 
Coronado Hotel there. After 14 


years in St. Louis, he was brought 
to the Pierre by its owner, Paul 
Getty. There he became known as 
an expert in all fields of hotel 
work 

His wife survives. 





GERALD R. KEYSER 
Gerald R. Keyser, 60, director 
of foreign publicity and advertis- 
ing for Warner Brothers Pictures 
International Corp., died July 29 
in Darien, Conn. He was with War- 


ners and its predecessor, First 
National Pictures, for more than 
30 vears 


His wife and two brothers sur- 
vive. 


DONALD M. KELLY | 

Donald M. Kelly Jr., 48, vice- 
president and general manager of 
July 25 in that city. He was a vet- 
eran Augusta radio-tv man having 
joined WGAC in 1943 as sales 
manager. He became station man- 
ager of WJBF radio in 1949, and 
in 1954 assumed his current post. 

His wife and three children sur- 
vive. 

JUDY LEE 

Judy Lee, 37, Philadelphia tv 
personality, died Aug. 3 in Alden, 
Pa. A former fashion model, she 
had been one of Philly’s tv per- 
sonalities since 1952. Three weeks 
ago, she became the city’s first fe- 
male newscaster on RCV. At one 
time she was married to songwrit- 
er-publisher Milton Kellems. 

Her mother and four children 
survive. 


WILLIAM A. KENNEDY 

William A. Kennedy, 63, for 25 
years tenor soloist in the actor's 
< of St. Malachy’s Roman 
Catholic Church in New York, died 
Aug. 2 in Jackson Heights, N. Y. 
A tour director for Transmarine 
Tours, Inc., he formerly played in 
vaudeville as “The Minstrel Boy.’ 

His wife, brother and sister sur- 
vive. 


EUGENE GOOSSENS SR. 
Eugene Goossens Sr., 91, former 
conductor of the Carl Rosa Opera 
Co., died July 31 in London. His 
sons, Composer-Conductor Sir 
Eugene Goossens; Leon, a musician 
two daughters, Marie and 


|Sidonie, both harpists, survive. 


OSCAR WALLICHS 
Oscar Wallichs, 76, co-founder of 
Music City Store in Hollywood, 
died in North Hollywood July 30. 
With his eldest son, Glenn, now 
prexy of Capitol Records, he 


Inter- | optned MCS in 1930. 


Also surviving are his widow, an- 
other son, Clyde, head of Wallichs 
Music City, and two sisters. 


HECTOR COWARD 
Hector Coward, 58, general man- 
ager of the Film Casting Assn., 


le was president of the Smith- | 





| 


ALEX FRAZER 


Alex Frazer, 58, filmi actor, died 


of heart attack in Hollywood July |" 


30. He had been in Hollywood 

since 1945, and before that a stage 

and radio actor in Montreal. 
Widow and daughter survive. 





JOSEPH SIMPSON 
Joseph Simpson, 26, saxophone 
player with Trevor Jenkins Band 
dropped dead on stand after ac- 
knowledging applause for solo at 
terpery in Kanturk, County Cork 
Ire:and, July 27. 





Irvin Turner, 61, veteran Pitts- 
burgh projectionist, drowned when 
he fell from a small outboard motor 
boat in Deep Creek Lake, Md., 
where he and his wife were vaca- 
tioning. For years Turner had 
worked for old Superior Motion 
Picture Supply house in Pitt, 
owned by his brother-in-law and 
sister, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Mor- 
rone, both deceased. 


Mother, 94, of showbiz Wolff 
family, died in Hollywood July 29. 
Surviving are three sons, Roy, 
prexy of Fanchon & Marco circuit; 
Marco, who formerly headed chain; 
Rube Wolff, former emcee now an 
exec with circuit; and a daughter, 
Mrs. Fanchon Simon. 





Jack McFadden, 48, special ef- 
fects man died Aug. 4 in Lone 


Pine, Calif., while on location for 
“Thunder in the Sun.” A Boutane 
gas tank exploded while he was 
jhelping to create a “prairie fire,” 
for the Susan Hayward-Jeff Chand- 
ler starrer. 





Donald Gorman, 40, of Motion 
Picture Operators’ Local 110 in 
Chicago, died July 30 in that city 
of cancer. Prior to his illness, 
|Gorman worked in booth of the 
nabe Armitage Theatre. Survived 
by his mother. 


Wife, 47, of Mitch Woodbury, 
amusement columnist for the To- 
ledo Blade, died Aug. 3, after a 
long liness. Her son and parents 
also survive. 





Father, 78, of Coast agent Abner 
J. Greshler, died Aug. 1 in Miami 
Beach, after a brief illness. A 
daughter also survives. 


Eli Lahm, husband of songwriter 900. A 
Dorothy Fields, died July 31 iM) pnjus g call on guarantors for 75°% 


Brewster, New York. 


of 
in 


Mother of George Gruskin, 
William Morris agency, died 
Hollywood July 30. 


Wife, 74, of pioneer film pro- 
ducer Jesse J. Goldburg died in 
Hollywood July 29. 





Joseph Willoughby Sr., stage 
carpenter at the Lyceum Theatre, 
N.Y., died Aug. 1, Yonkers, N.Y. 





| Goldwyn 
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“this as “playing a shell game with 
directors.” 

Reviewing the case, Guild de- 
clared it accepted Mamoulian’s 
contention Goldwyn fired him be- 
cause of his having a _ personal 
press agent, “apparently in the 
fear that such publicity, together 
with Mamoulians’ long association 
with the play would diminish 
Goldwyn’s own pre-eminence as 
the creator of the picture.” 

Guild added, “It seems apparent 
that Mamoulian made an extraordi- 
nary contribution to the produc- 
tion in persuading Sidney Poitier, 
Dorothy Dandridge and Pearl 


Bailey to join the cast after they | 


had turned down the parts when 
approached by Goldwyn.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| weeks in Frisco, six to eight weeks 
jin Southern California, a return 
| spring 
|weeks at home base and then a 


|unlikely because Seattle, biggest | 
|city in the area, has no adequate | 
| auditorium, 


heading cast. 

of the dispute between 
| producer and director is cloaked 
typical noncommittal “differ- 
of opinion involving concept 


, ” 
fiimt verston, 


Cause 


ence 
oj 
| Guy Hamilton takes over direc- 
tion 

| Friends have pleaded in vain 
with Goldwyn to speak up, saying 
he was being cast in role of 
“heavy” in a town where he ought 
to be, in the autumn of his career, 
a hero. By refusing details and 
standing on his rights to hire and 
fire as he pleases, Goldwyn col- 
lides with a Guild-conscious en- 
vironment, 

Meantime, agent Irving P. Lazar 
has lost Mamoulian as client be- 
cause of the director’s charge that 
he learned of his booting from the 
press 
was informed on July 23 but only 
on July 27, in news dispatches, did 
Mamoulian get the word. The 
publicist involved, whom the di- 
rector, by his charge, was told to 
drop, is Russell Birdwell. 

If the directors do not like the 
implications, as they read them, of 
Goldwyn's slap-down of one of 
them, the film colony’s army ef 
publicists is not pleased that a 
producer objects to a director hav- 
ing a hired press agent. 





(David O. Selznick last year | 
summarily removed John Hus- 
ton from “Farewell To Arms” 
during its shooting in Italy and 
there have been other in- 
stances of clash between | 
strong-minded producers and | 
the “director”. The issue of 
the dignity and prestige of the | 
director, in the present era of 
desperate competition and 
freelancing, has been a sim- 
mering stew or the Guild stove 
for some time.—Ed) 


} 








Opera Converts | 
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| opera company in the world that} 
|had only a 15% loss.” 
| 


Last year’s Frisco operating ex- | 
penses ran slightly above $1.000,- 
$100,000 fund drive. 


of their $80,000 guarantee, made 
up the deficit, but Adler admits he 
doesn't “know how long we can 
maintain this pace.” 

This year, the San Francisco sea- | 
son starts Sept. 12, ends in Los 
Angeles Nov. 9-and will average 
just over six performances a week. 
The breakdown is: 
(a) Sept. 12 through Oct. 23 in 
Northern California, with 30 per- | 
formances in Frisco, one in Berke- 


| ley and one in Sacramento; 
| (b) 
|Southern California, with 14 per- 
|formances in Los Angeles, three in 
| San Diego and one in Pasadena. 


Oct. 24 through Nov. 9 in 


Eventually, he says, he wants to 
lengthen this season to 24 weeks 
and cut down the number of per- 
formances to an average of four a | 
week. His ideal would be eight 


season of three to four | 
three or four-week tour, possibly 
to the Pacific Northwest. ' 


Right now a Northwest tour is 


though Portland is | 
equipped and Vancouver, B.C., is 
building an auditorium 

“But you have to have seating | 
capacity, at least 4,000 seats, to! 


| Guild also pointed out that Ma-| break even,” Adler points out. This 
| moulian has worked on the proj-|is one of his biggest bugaboos— 


lect for eight months, said at no | 


| time had Goldwyn found fault with 
his work as director, “but on the 
contrary often expressed himself 
as delighted with the more than an 
hour of the musical score and sing- 
ing, and as enthusiastic over the 
script prepared by Richard Nash 
| with Mamoulian’s supervision.” 

| Goldwyn has declined requests 
| from the press to expand his orig- 
inal comment that he dismissed 
Mamoulian because they did not 
| “see eye to eye on sundry matters.” 
Meanwhile “Porgy” rehearsals are 
| set to start Aug. 27, which hap- 
pens to be Goldwyn’'s 76th birth- 
day. Shooting is scheduled for 
mid-September. 


MacKendrick Displaced 
London, Aug. 5. 
Alexander MacKendrick has 
| dropped as director of the G. B. 





| facilities. 


he can't take his company into legit 
theatres (“too small”) and many 
places he'd like to play have no 


Policy on Talent 

Adler has stayed out of the fi- 
nancial “race for singers” for two 
reasons: (1) He can't afford to pay 
the skyrocketing prices for! 
“names”; (2) He doesn’t want to} 
depend on “names” to draw audi- | 
ences, prefers to filll his houses 
with quality productions and pre- 
fers to scout his own singers and | 
operas. 


Goldwyn office says Lazar | 


| Mother 


| daughter, 


| daughter, London, July 29. 


daughter of Mrs. Milton E. Cassel, 
a theatrical producer known pro- 
fessionally ds Rita Allen. He's vice- 
president of the Edison Hotel in 
ie 2 


Val 
Aug. 3. 


Eve Millais to 
Trumbull, Conn., 
crama coach. 

Gloria Haig to John Bash, Lon- 
don, July 26. Bride is an actress; 
bridegroom a film and ty producer, 

Joy Beverley to Billy Wright, 
Poole, Dorset, July 27. Bride is one 
of the Beverley Sisters, tele, vaude 
and disk vocal trio. Bridegroom is 
captain of England and Wolver- 
hapton Wanderers’ soccer team. 

Stephanie Voss to Frank Carson, 
London, July 31. Bride’s an act- 


Chevron, 
He's a 


ress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brown, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, July 31, 
Mother was Eileen Donnelly, 


dancer, and father, now associated 
of booker Joe Hiller, used to be 
half of the brother and _ sister 
dance team of Jean & Walter 
Brown, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Terry, son, 
Pittsburgh, July 28. Mother and 
father are cafe aet of Ben & Lynn 
Terry. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, 


Richard 
Pittsburgh, 
was Marianne 
“Miss Pennsy!vania” 
Universe” ‘55 contest and until 
recently secretary to Cal Jones, 
program director of KDKA-TV. 
Mr. and Mrs. Des ©'’Connor, 
daughter, London, recently. Father 
is a vaude and tv comedian-vocal- 

ist 


Spivak, 
July 24, 
Marcus, 


in “Miss 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Boyle, 
son, Piiisburgh, July 25 Father 


is news cameraman at KDKA-TYV, 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Perkins, 
son, New Orleans, July 25. Father 
is of the Crew Cuts, vocal quartet, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Hunt, 
Pittsburgh, July 24, 
Father's a bandleader. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stan 
daughter, Pittsburgh, 
Father's the light 
Lake strawhat. 
Dr. and Mrs. 


Levycky, 
July 23. 
man at Little 


Gordon Ostlere, 
} Father 
is Richard Gordon, author of 
“Doctor in the House” and other 
books in the “Doctor” sries., 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Wasilew- 
ski, daughter, Washington, July 27. 
Father is government relations di- 
rector for National Association of 


| Broadcasters. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jay Russell, son, 
Boston, July 30. Father is legit 
press agent, currently handling 
Lee Falks Boston Summer Thea- 


| tre. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Morrison, 
daughter, July 27, Los Angeles. 
Father is on the faculty of the. 


; drama department of UCLA: moth- 


er is television-fflm-legit actress 
Jeanne Cagney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Laurents, 
daughter, Aug. 1, Washington. This 


, the fourth child for the Washing- 


ton Post & Times Herald's tv-radio 
columnist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Williams, 
son, New York, July 31. Mother 
is actress-singer Bee Peters; father 
is an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Mordente, 
daughter, Mineola, L. I., July 30. 
Mother is dancer Chita Rivera; 
father also a dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Manuche, 
son, New York, July 30. Mother is 


| singer Martha Wright; father is a 


restaurateur 

Mr. and Mrs. Mack Bing, daugh- 
ter, New York, July 30. Mother is 
the daughter of the late Lawrence 
Corwin, president of the Corwin 
Theatre chain on the West Coast; 
father is an associate director at 
CBS-TV. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip M. Isaacs, 
son, New York, July 29. Father is 
a writer for Motion Picture Stages. 

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Davis, son, 
Philadelphia, July 30. Father is 
deejay representative for Decca 
Records 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Miles Krohn, 
daughter, July 36, in Scarsdale, 
N.Y. Mother is Shirley Rich, for- 
mer talent scout for M-G-M 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Pickman, 
daughter, Aug. 2, New York. Father 
is pub-ad v.p. of Paramount Pic- 
tures. 


——— 





Van Mill, conductors Jean Fournet 


j}and Leopold Ludwig, director En- 


This policy has resulted in mass |rico Frigerio and designer Jean- 


importations of foreign talent—or | 
American talent which has been | 
working in Europe. 

This season, for instance, singers | 
Eugenia Ratti, Ernest Blanc, Se- 
bastian Feiersinger, Giuseppe Mo- 
desti, Rolando Panerai and Arneld 





Pierre Ponnelle will all be making 
their American debuts. 

Probably Adler’s greatest suc- 
cess in following this policy was 
luring the German soprano, Eliza- 
beth Schwarzkopf, several years 
ago. 
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FRANK QUINN, 
New York Daily Mirror: 


“A highly amusing fellow is this Marty Allen 
who STIRS UP HOWLS with his inanitics and in- 
sanities at the Copacabana. With partner Mitch 
DeWood this team bids to take the spot vacated 
by the solit up of Martin and Lewis. 

The Allen-DeWood duo now reaching its peak. 
DeWood is a good straight man and lets the fun 
bounce off him. Marty is a natural clown whose 
antics are of the free and uninhibited variety. The 
lads whip up some FRESH, TOPICAL QUIPS and 
GAGS to launch a series of impressions. The 
gem of their stint is Marty as an oafish Dodger 
player. This is PRICELESS FUN.” 




























MARTY 


LEE MORTIMER, 
New York Mirror: 


“Cary Grant, the King of Zing, and Benny 
Goodman, the King of Swing, STANDING TO 
CHEER the comedy of Marty Allen and Mitch 
DeWood at their Copacabana opening.” 


ED SULLIVAN, 
New York Daily News: 


“Allen and DeWood, a BIG CLICK at Copa, 
SIGNED AGAIN." 


ROBERT SYLVESTER, 
New York Daily News: 


“Allen and DeWood are VERY FUNNY at the 
Copa.” 


curently FIEADLINING - 


VARIETY 


“Alien & DeWood ... warrant beaucoup appro- 
bation. 

“They are FRESH, VIBRANT, pack plenty of 
VERVE and BOUNCE in their variegated bits and 
business. They have a flock of one-liners inter- 
larded with alternating catch-phrases of ‘bye’ and 
‘it's been cancelled’ that is a good cohesive pat- 
fern. 

“For a somewhat roly-poly comedian, Allen is 
limber of limb and some of his rubberlegmania is 
amazingly lithe considering the weight. Team has 
AUTHORITY and presence that comes from ob- 
vious schooling .. . THEY'RE BELLRINGERS.” 

Abel. 
LOUIS SOBOL, 
New York Journal-American: 

“A ZANY PAIR, Allen and DeWood won HIGH 

FAVOR in their Copacabana debut.” 


EARL WILSON, 
New York Post: 

“GREAT young comedy team, Allen and De- 
Wood." 


HY GARDNER, 
New York Herald Tribune: 


“COMIC ZANIES Allen and DeWood co-star- 
ring at the Copa .. . FUNNY!" 


FRANK FARRELL, 
New York World-Telegram and Sun: 


“The Copas new comic duet, Allen and DeWood, 
will remind you of Martin and Lewis with DIFFER. 
ENT approaches to laughter. They're so FRESH 
AND GOOFPY that Copa boss Jules Podell signed 
them to five seasons.” 


GENE KNIGHT (Jim O’Connor), 
New York Journal-American: 

“Alien and DeWood doing a BIG job at the 
Copa.” 

JOHN J. MILLER, 
New York Enquirer: 

“Alien and DeWood opened at the Copa in New 
York City the other mad night and had most of 
Podell’s patrons in tears from the laughter. The 
BRIGHTEST, FRESHEST, FUNNIEST, material used 
in Podell's Palace in some time. Marty Allen is 
the standout lunatic of the team. 


“THE BIGGEST ENTERTAINMENT in the big 
town." 
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